E A R N I N G Y O U R T R U S T, E V E RY D AY.

“THEY’RE TAKING THE BEST OF THE BEST FROM OUR COUNTRIES, AND I THINK OUR LEADERS ARE STILL SLEEPING.” —NIGERIA’S GREAT MIGRATION, P. 52
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UNGLAMOROUS GRACE
When sex offenders and other ex-felons meet Christ
and repent, they pose a dilemma for churches that want
to accept them but also protect their congregation.
A few churches are rising to the challenge
by Daniel James Devine and Liz Rieth
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Joe Manchin is part of a rare buttress against
his own party’s efforts to pass radical
legislation, but his own voting history makes
it hard to predict where he’ll land

Young, skilled workers are leaving
Nigeria as the country battles
violence, mass abductions, and
economic instability

How readily can a blue-collar
Texas job seeker find work in a postpandemic world?

by Jamie Dean

by Onize Ohikere
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by Marvin Olasky

0 5.08.2 1

WORLD

DEPARTMENTS
0 5.08.2 1

5 MAILBAG

VO LU M E 3 6

NUMBER 9

8 NOTES FROM THE CEO

65
Tammy
Hayward
with her
3-year-old
daughter
Bella

Dispatches

Culture

13 N E W S A N A LY S I S
Democrats’ court-
packing proposal
appears dead in the
water. But is it influencing the conservative
justices now?

23 M O V I E S & T V
The Greatest Average
American, Dad Stop
Embarrassing Me!,
Godzilla vs. Kong,
Nomadland, Paint the
Wall Black

15 B Y T H E N U M B E R S

28 B O O K S

16 H U M A N R A C E

30 C H I L D R E N ’ S B O O K S

17 Q U O TA B L E S

32 Q & A
Diane Langberg

18 Q U I C K TA K E S

ON THE COVER:
photo by Tom Williams/
CQ Roll Call via AP

2

WORLD

0 5.08.2 1

36 M U S I C
Children of the Day
helped launch a
Christian music genre

HAYWARD
TURNED
DOWN HER
EMPLOYER’S
OFFER OF AN
ABORTION.
SHE HAD
DECIDED TO
KEEP HER
BABY.

Notebook
65 L I F E S T Y L E
The past three decades
have seen a shift in
the reasons women seek
abortions, but pro-life
workers still help many
choose life
67 M E D I C I N E
68 S P O RT S

Voices
10
20
38
70
72

Joel Belz
Janie B. Cheaney
Mindy Belz
Andrée Seu Peterson
Marvin Olasky

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER CAPOZZIELLO/GENESIS

PENSACOLA CHRISTIAN COLLEGE

INVEST IN

Your
FUTURE
R

PCC’s financial aid options
have helped 78% of students
graduate debt-free.*
• Earn $2,200–$5,400/year with
the Work Assistance Program
• Save $7,320 with
Fourth Year Tuition-Free
• Choose from multiple
scholarship options

Try our
Net Price Calculator
at go.pcci.edu/MyPrice.

With PCC’s affordable price and financial aid
options, like the Work Assistance Program, I am
on track to graduate with little to no debt.
Chris Caldwell—Current Student

*Average percentage, as reported in 2016 – 2018 alumni surveys
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little steam and coasted into the sunset.
What rock group didn’t?

BETHANY’S BREAK
MARCH 27, P. 11—BOB FRANCIS/WAKEFIELD, MASS.

I agree with Katy Faust that it is “vital
to keep the focus on children and
what’s best for them, instead of leading
with perceived rights of adults to foster or adopt.” The Bible and its definition of marriage as being between one
man and one woman supersede any
perceived notions of man.

BEAUTY OUT OF ASHES
MARCH 27, P. 38—CHERYL IRISH/BASTROP, TEXAS

Thanks, Jamie Dean, for this beautifully
encouraging column. I have dear friends
surrounded by ashes right now. I trust
the Lord to bring forth His beauty.

NEIGHBORS IN NEED

LASSITUDE AND SNOVID-21

MARCH 27, P. 65—NANCY DAVIS/MENARD, TEXAS

MARCH 27, P. 70 AND 72—CARMELA WERNER/

Texans always step up to help their
neighbors and don’t expect the government to do everything for them.
Yes, supplies failed to reach many and
put us in a bad situation, but gratefully
people are generous in our state.
GOD’S LAW LIBRARY
MARCH 27, P. 8—PETER KUSHKOWSKI/
PORTLAND, CONN.

In my experience with organizational
rule-making, finding loopholes is
essential to the smooth running of an
organization. In that setting, “creative
altruism” is a better descriptor of the
process than “evil inventiveness,” in
which “evil” is much too severe a blanket indictment.

CRIMES AND
PUNISHMENTS
Kudos to Alexis
Marcou for his
caricature of Russian
President Vladimir
Putin on the cover.
One can see the
evil exuding
from his face.
MARCH 27, P. 52—JIM WHITE/
CHAPIN, S.C.

JEFFERSON CITY, MO.

What wonderful thoughts from Andrée
and Marvin—thoughts that made me
smile and think!
SLIPPING THROUGH THE CRACKS
JAN. 16, P. 52—TOM ZIMMERMAN/
PLAYA DEL REY, CALIF.

Sophia Lee’s reporting on the state of
our country’s mental health system
was outstanding. It baffles me that our
elected spenders of our money won’t
fix this human tragedy. Our political
leaders just don’t take the problem—
the people who suffer—to heart.
THANKFUL FOR WORLD
ARLENE DEANS/MISSION VIEJO, CALIF.

Every time I get WORLD Magazine I
think it’s the best issue ever. Especially
now with the COVID lockdown: can’t
go to church, can’t go to the gym, and
it’s making me crazy! So I am thankful
I can read your wit and wisdom.

LOVE BEYOND BORDERS
MARCH 27, P. 27—ALI SANDERS/
MONTGOMERY, TEXAS

I was delighted and grateful to see the
review of Crash Landing on You. It was
my favorite television show from last
year. Our family appreciates K-dramas
for their relatively clean plots and clear
beginning and end, and I would love
to see WORLD review more of them.

CORRECTIONS
LETTERS AND COMMENTS
EMAIL editor@wng.org

CATCH AND RERELEASE
MARCH 27, P. 37—GERALD BONSALL/ST. ALBANS, VT.

I’m sorry, but the Band is not overrated. Music From Big Pink and The
Band sound as fresh today as they did
50 years ago. So what if they lost a

MAIL WORLD Mailbag, PO Box 20002,

Asheville, NC 28802-9998
WEBSITE wng.org
FACEBOOK facebook.com/WNGdotorg
TWITTER @WNGdotorg
INSTAGRAM instagram.com/WNGdotorg
PLEASE INCLUDE FULL NAME AND ADDRESS.
LETTERS MAY BE EDITED TO YIELD
BREVITY AND CLARITY.

The residents of Bar’am were documented Israeli citizens when the Israel
Defense Forces ordered them to leave
in 1948. In October 2018, Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s son
Yair, not Netanyahu himself, visited
the village (“Courting Christians,”
April 24, p. 55).
READ MORE LETTERS AT WNG.ORG/MAILBAG
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2021 Summer Study

• June 7 – August 12 •
Join the National Bible Bee on an 8-week Adventure
through the Scriptures!
Register your children (7–18 years)
for the Summer Study to receive:
• Access to Discovery Journal
• Access to official Memory
Passage Cards
• Opportunity to join a local host group
• Opportunity to qualify for the National
Bible Bee Competition
• Advance Registration from $20!

Register Now At
BibleBee.org

Explore God’s Word • Unlock the Truth • Discover Eternal Treasure

Notes from the CEO K EV I N M A RT I N

Our office is
overflowing

After months of COVID emptiness,
WORLD is enjoying a full house

A

FEW DAYS AGO, we had a full office here in Asheville. It was
nice to walk through the buildings and see people chatting
and working and meeting in spaces that have been mostly
empty for the past year. I’ll be honest: We were full because
of a scheduling error, but it was nice nonetheless.
In just 16 months, we’ve seen a lot of fluctuation: Our offices
have gone from overcrowded, to empty, to not-quite-empty,
to full again.
Crowded back in pre-pandemic 2020 was great, but probably not
efficient, and obviously not sustainable for us. To remedy crowded, and
to give us space to produce our daily video news for students, WORLD
Watch, we leased the building across the street from our main office.
Just after we leased the space came COVID-19, and empty struck.
Empty was sad, but it did give us time to outfit the new space without
impeding the work. More importantly, it helped keep us healthy. To this
day, we have not had a single case of COVID-19 transmitted at our workplace.
Still, we all were eager to move past those empty days.
And we did move past, arriving at not-quite-empty. Our buildings
have been open to employees now for a few months, but we’ve been
pretty careful about our return to on-site work. We have staggered our
work locations—home vs. office—within departments so we could give

8
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WE HOPE WE’RE AT
THE BEGINNING OF
A FULL VISITOR
ROSTER FOR THE
NEXT SEVERAL
MONTHS. WE’D LOVE
TO WELCOME YOU.

extra space to those coming in to the
office. We plan to continue that way for
a while.
We also are starting to see a return
of visitors to the office. Our visitor traffic
coincides with the spring and fall tourist
seasons in Asheville and the summer
family vacation season, so we hope we’re
at the beginning of a full visitor roster
for the next several months. If you’re
planning a trip to or through Asheville,
we’d love to welcome you to our full
house.
I have to say, full feels just right, and
we pray that full will become an everyday
occurrence instead of the result of some
sort of scheduling mix-up.
In the meantime, our cup overflows
with the blessing of pursuing this calling
from God, in or out of the office. 

EMAIL kevin@wng.org

Voices J O E L B E LZ

A man of the
millennium

Johannes Gutenberg
was a primary contributor
to the Reformation’s
cultural explosion

W

ANT AN EXAMPLE of our culture’s quick
slide into secularism? Go back just 22 years
and reread Time magazine’s notable decision
to supplement its long-popular Man of the
Year selection with People of the Millennium.
Time’s editors boldly featured Johannes
Gutenberg (c. 1400-1468) as the individual
who most shaped our world’s culture
during the years between 1000 and 1999.
Such a choice would, of course, be virtually unthinkable these days. In today’s climate, even a fleeting
reference to a “Gutenberg Bible” would stir an unconquerable fuss. To award someone the honor and prestige of a “Man of the Millennium” designation would
make you guilty of hate speech, racism, or, at least,
condescending exclusivism.
The folks at Time back in 1999 were audacious in
suggesting that the uniqueness of the Bible was precisely
what catapulted Gutenberg and his Bible into a bestseller
mode in many parts of the world. Nothing like it had ever
been seen. Superficial historians like to promote the idea
that technology—and especially the winepress converted
into the printing press—was the key that produced such
widespread acceptance. For more than five centuries,
Gutenberg has been symbolized with the silhouette of
a man wrestling with the lever of a hand press. But the
richness and reality of Gutenberg’s contribution to
world culture is so much more than just a machine.
To be sure, a sovereign God was working out a scenario—through Johannes Gutenberg—that included

10
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A SOVEREIGN GOD WAS
WORKING OUT A SCENARIO
THAT INCLUDED SEVERAL
STRANDS OF TECHNOLOGY.
several strands of technology. Gutenberg was in that
Renaissance era when everything was new. Besides the
printing press (a subject I love and will come back to!),
Gutenberg also focused intensely on three other developments: (1) new kinds of paper, (2) new kinds of ink,
and (3) the explosive use of movable type.
The use of movable type was almost certainly a
bigger breakthrough than any of the other three. Prior
to Gutenberg, Bibles were printed on European
presses—but at a turtle’s pace. Each page came from a
block of wood, tediously carved in a reverse image. The
wood blocks were secured in the bed of the press, inked,
and then fitted with a sheet of paper or vellum. The
enormous pressure necessary for a good image also
took its toll on the wood blocks—which meant stopping
production until a replacement of a cracked or broken
page could be provided.
Gutenberg’s greatest technological contribution was
his insight that a combination of metal letters, locked
into a frame and placed face-up on the bed of the press,
provided a much more versatile tool for printing the
hundreds of pages that Bible production required. The
type used for one page could be sorted into handy cases
and then reused for the next page—still a tedious process, but nothing like what had been required during
centuries of carving wooden blocks. And as a former
professional jeweler, Gutenberg was savvy to the makeup
of various metals and introduced the use of alloys that
strengthened the quality and durability of the type he
introduced to a worldwide audience.
But profound as all those technical developments may
have been, they were not Gutenberg’s main contribution.
There’s little or no particular evidence that he was as
progressive in his theological outlook as those like Luther
and Calvin, who came less than a century later. But he
apparently had the good sense to feel the role that printed
Bibles might play in the cultural explosion of the coming
Reformation. And he was faithful in applying that insight
to his life calling. By one hard-to-believe report, the Cambridge University Library in the year 1424 had only 122
volumes on its shelves—a figure matched by tens of thousands of personal libraries a century or two later.
Only a huge cultural stretch would ever let us predict that Time magazine might nominate as its Person
of the Year someone whose influence was this profoundly shaped by Biblical values. Hard to imagine? If
it happens, don’t expect our culture to show much
understanding.
EMAIL jbelz@wng.org
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Judicial influence

Democrats’ court-packing proposal appears dead in the water.
But is it influencing the conservative justices now?
by Emily Belz

A

NEW CONGRESSIONAL MEASURE to expand the United States Supreme Court from nine
justices to 13 isn’t going anywhere. But the proposal might exert political pressure on
the court and on President Joe Biden in other ways.
Democratic lawmakers introduced the bill on April 15 to expand the Supreme Court,
but they lack support from Biden, who as a presidential candidate opposed packing
the court.
“We add three justices, next time around, we lose control, they add three justices,” Biden
said at a primary debate. “We begin to lose any credibility the court has at all.”

THE PROTECTED ART ARCHIVE/ALAMY
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Instead, Biden created an academic
commission to study possible Supreme
Court reforms, essentially shelving the
issue. Experts don’t expect anything
workable to come from the 36-member
commission, which largely consists of
liberal law professors with a few conservatives sprinkled in.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi also said
she would not bring the court-packing
bill to the floor, indicating Democrats
don’t have the votes to pass it. Key Senate
Democrats Joe Manchin and Kyrsten
Sinema (see p. 40) also oppose the measure. Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell called the bill “insane.”
“If the Congress just increases or
decreases the number of justices whenever it’s unhappy with the Supreme
Court, then the Supreme Court really
can’t be an effective check on the power
of the Congress,” said Kim Colby, who
has years of experience handling
Supreme Court cases for the Christian
Legal Society.
The Supreme Court has fluctuated
between five and 10 justices, but Congress has kept it at nine since 1869. The
most famous modern attempt at change
was in 1937 when President Franklin D.
Roosevelt, riding a wave of popularity,
attempted to pack the court with six
additional justices. Congressional and
public opposition forced Roosevelt to
abandon the plan.
In April, Justice Stephen Breyer, part
of the court’s liberal wing, denounced
the idea of expanding the court in a
speech at Harvard Law School, saying
Americans would view it as politically
motivated, “further eroding trust” in the
institution.
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg said the
same before her death. “If anything
would make the court appear partisan,
it would be that,” she said in a 2019 interview with NPR.
Breyer, Ginsburg, and other justices
agreed that the Supreme Court’s power
depends on public trust. The court has
“no troops” and no “power of the
purse,” Ginsburg said in her 2019 interview.
14
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“A push to increase [the number of
justices] now, for obviously ideological
reasons, would endanger the court’s reputation and role,” said Rick Garnett, a
constitutional scholar at Notre Dame Law
School. “It seems very unlikely that President Biden’s commission will recommend such an increase and also unlikely
that it would ever be enacted. It is more
likely that the Democrats in Congress
will seek to add, and to fill, lower-court
judgeships.”
Raising the number of justices could
create chaos in Supreme Court arguments and opinions.
“It’s hard enough for an advocate to
interact with nine justices,” Colby said.
Lawyers usually only have an hour for
arguments. Thirteen justices would also
“diminish the likelihood of consensus,”
she said. The nine justices sometimes
issue five or six opinions on a particular
case. Having 13 justices split into multiple
camps wouldn’t provide helpful guidance
to lower courts, the main job of the
Supreme Court.
But even if dead in the water, the
court-packing measure could influence
the high court. Colby thinks Democrats
can use Biden’s lack of support for court
packing to push him to deliver on other
progressive priorities like “more radical
judges.”

“It’s a win-win for the proponents of
court packing,” said Colby. “They have
to realize politically right now they can’t
succeed.” But introducing the legislation
normalizes the idea to the public. Colby
thinks the measure is really about pressuring Chief Justice John Roberts not to
make decisions that appear political.
“They’re saying, ‘If you do these conservative things, you’ll be calling into
question the legitimacy of the court,’”
said Colby. “The only reason it’s calling
into question the legitimacy of the court
is because these proponents of court
packing are calling into question the
legitimacy of the court.”
Ilya Shapiro, a constitutional expert
at the Cato Institute, agreed that such
measures influence the court. In comments at Colorado Christian University,
he pointed out the court is avoiding
hot-button cases such as gun rights and
abortion. But he added that it’s not just
Roberts who may feel pressure.
The court has enough conservative
justices to agree to hear a case even without Roberts’ vote. Shapiro thinks other
justices are avoiding hot-button issues.
But the court has several such cases to
consider before the end of its term in
June, so whether it will wade into those
issues or avoid them will be clearer by
the summer.

D I S P AT C H E S

By t he Numbers

4,500

The number of refugees
the United States is on
pace to admit this fiscal
year without a change
in policy.

REFUGEE UPS
AND DOWNS

207,116

The number of
refugees the United
States admitted in
fiscal year 1980, the
most ever.

11,184

The number of
refugees the United
States admitted in
fiscal year 2020, the
fewest since the
program began.

73,147

The number of
refugees the United
States admitted in
fiscal year 2000.

84,994

The number of
refugees the United
States admitted in
fiscal year 2016.
ILLUSTRATION BY KRIEG BARRIE

2 ,0 5 0

THE NUMBER OF REFUGEES the United States has admitted into the country as of April 15, according to the U.S.
State Department. President Joe Biden has waffled on
refugee resettlement policies. He campaigned on increasing the number of refugees after the Trump administration steadily lowered admissions. Then Biden announced on April 16 he wouldn’t raise the limit this year. After
pushback, his administration said it would announce an increased limit by May 15.
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DIED

Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, the
husband of Queen Elizabeth II, died
April 9 at age 99. Philippos Andreou of
Schleswig-Holstein-Sonderberg-Glücksburg, prince of Greece and Denmark, was
born an heir to the Greek throne. Amid
revolution and death threats, Philip’s
father fled into exile with his wife and
family. While a cadet in the Royal Navy,
Philip met 13-year-old Princess Elizabeth,
whom he later married in 1947. His tense
relationship with the media reared its
head often, but the press could only
admire when Philip joined his grandchildren Prince William, 15, and Prince
Harry, 12, during the funeral procession
of their mother, Princess Diana, in 1997.
“If you like, I’ll walk with you,” he
famously told them.
SUED

Chauvin is taken into custody after being found guilty on April 20.

CONVICTED

Quick verdict for Chauvin
Jury found former cop guilty of murder,
manslaughter in the death of George Floyd

T
16

Liberty University in Lynchburg, Va., is
seeking more than $10 million in damages from its former president and chancellor, Jerry Falwell Jr. A civil lawsuit
filed April 15 claims Falwell intentionally
built a 2019 employment agreement to
allow him to leave the school without
informing leadership of personal scandals. Liberty accuses him of failing to
disclose “personal impairment by alcohol” and a developing scandal with
Giancarlo Granda, who claimed he had
a sexual relationship with Falwell’s wife,
Becki, and that Falwell was involved. The
couple acknowledged an affair but
denied Jerry Falwell Jr. participated. He
said the lawsuit was full of “lies and halftruths.”
APPOINTED

who knelt on a black
man’s neck during an arrest attempt faces up to 40 years in prison
after a jury returned a guilty verdict on all charges on April 20. The
jury deliberated for about 10 hours before declaring Derek Chauvin
committed second-degree murder, third-degree murder, and second-degree manslaughter. George Floyd’s brother, Philonise, described
what it felt like to hear the guilty verdict: “We can breathe again.”
Across the country, activists and leaders expressed relief. Floyd’s
death, which a bystander caught on video, sparked nationwide anti-police and anti-racism riots and protests. Pro-police groups gave more
somber responses but said they accepted the verdict. “There are no
winners in this case, and we respect the jury’s decision,” the Police
Officers Federation of Minneapolis said in a statement.
HE FORMER MINNEAPOLIS POLICE OFFICER
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For the first time since the 1959 revolution, a Castro is not in charge of Cuba.
The country’s Communist Party on April
19 chose Miguel Díaz-Canel as its next
leader. The 61-year-old was born a year
after the revolution. He earned an engineering degree and climbed rapidly
through government ranks. In 2012, he
rose to one of Cuba’s vice presidencies
and soon thereafter was named first vice
president. Díaz-Canel has supported
some small-scale reforms such as allowing more small private businesses. But
he has steadfastly defended Cuba’s communist system.
COURT TV VIA AP

D I S P AT C H E S

Q uo t ab l e s

“This is a victory, but it’s not a victory.”
Minneapolis Pastor TERRELL WALTER of Beacon of Hope Evangelical Church, expressing
his mixed reaction to the April 20 guilty verdict against former police Officer Derek
Chauvin, convicted of murder and manslaughter in the 2020 death of George Floyd.
“Someone is still dead, someone is going to prison for a long time, and two families are
still really hurting,” said Walter, who is black. “We have a long way to go.”

“Up until now, Planned Parenthood
has failed to own the impact
of our founder’s actions.”
Planned Parenthood Federation of America President ALEXIS MCGILL JOHNSON in a
New York Times op-ed acknowledging and criticizing Planned Parenthood founder
Margaret Sanger’s association with white supremacist groups and eugenics. The group
had long defended its founder as a champion of personal autonomy.

“The shame I felt was overwhelming.”
An unnamed CANADIAN STUDENT, telling columnist Nicholas Kristof how a man secretly
recorded a sexual video of her at age 14 that was ultimately posted multiple times
to the pornographic website XVideos. Such websites have resisted calls to crack down
on content depicting child pornography and nonconsensual sex.

“At this point, if we can’t keep our drive-thrus
moving, then I’ll pay $50 for an interview.”
BLAKE CASPER, owner of 60 McDonald’s restaurants in the Tampa, Fla., area, on the current
difficulty of finding new workers, according to Insider. Many Americans have stopped job hunting
because of lucrative unemployment benefits Congress included in pandemic relief legislation.

“I don’t have to leave the theater whistling,
but would it kill Hollywood to once in a
while make a movie that doesn’t make me
want to take a bath with the toaster?”
Comedian BILL MAHER, commenting on this year’s spate of dismal films nominated for the Academy
Award for best picture. “We all had a rough year, a little escapism would have been appreciated.”
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DEDICATION A fire on the
2 DOCTOR
roof didn’t stop doctors at a hospital

Q ui ck Ta ke s

in Russia’s Far East from completing
open-heart surgery on a patient. With
the patient on the operating table and
the building under evacuation, hospital
employees switched to emergency power
and raced to set up fans to keep smoke
out of the operating theater. “There’s
nothing else we could do. We had to save
the person. We did everything at the
highest level,” surgeon Valentin Filatov
told REN TV. After two hours, surgeons
successfully completed the operation
and moved the patient to a safer location
while firefighters battled the blaze.
TAKE THE CAR A New Mexico
3 BEES
man returning to his car after a short

grocery shopping trip in Las Cruces on
March 28 found about 15,000 honeybees
had swarmed his vehicle. The unnamed
man didn’t notice the bees had entered
his car through an open back window
until he started his Buick and began driving away. Startled, the man stopped the
car and phoned 911. Emergency officials
contacted the fire department, which
contacted an off-duty firefighter named
Jesse Johnson who dabbled in beekeeping. The 37-year-old Johnson responded
and safely relocated the swarming bees
into a hive box within 30 minutes. One
security guard and one firefighter were
stung. “Luckily, when bees are swarming,
they’re pretty docile,” Johnson said.
“They don’t have a home to protect for
a moment. It’s much more intimidating
than it is dangerous.”

1

MUMMY MOVING DAY
EGYPT SHOWCASED A PARADE OF KINGS April 3 as officials moved
mummified pharaohs and queens from their old resting place at the
Egyptian Museum in Tahrir Square to a new home at the new National
Museum of Egyptian Civilization 3 miles away in Fustat. The mortal
remains of 22 ancient rulers including Ramses II, the most famous
New Kingdom pharaoh, as well as Hatshepsut, a well-known female
pharaoh, traveled in nitrogen-filled boxes and specially modified
vehicles to ensure a smooth trip. Egypt’s government broadcast the
parade of 18 former kings and four queens and hired performers
decked out in period costume to accompany the procession. Horsedrawn war chariots also took part in the spectacle. The authorities
hope the new museum will boost Egypt’s tourism industry and help
revitalize the economy.

The vehicle
carrying the
mummy of
Pharaoh
Thutmose III
advances in
a parade to
the National
Museum of
Egyptian
Civilization.

DINING With coro4 GROUND-LEVEL
navirus concerns still crippling air-

lines, Japan’s All Nippon Airways has
gotten creative with revenue creation.
On March 31, the airline began offering
lunch and dinner service aboard a stationary Boeing 777 parked at a Tokyo
airport. For nearly $550, customers can
get a first-class seat for a three-hour fine
dining experience. Business-class diners
can pay about $270 for a similar experience. According to the airline, about 60
guests piled in for meals the first day.
ART Two visitors at
5 anINTERACTIVE
art exhibition in Seoul, South

Korea, inadvertently vandalized a large
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piece of contemporary art when they
misinterpreted the meaning of the paintbrushes left in front of the piece. On
March 28, gallery staff noticed a painting
by American graffiti artist John Andrew
Perello had been defaced and began
searching through security footage to
discover what happened. The exhibit had
displayed Perello’s abstract artwork with
bottles of paint and brushes strewn in
front of the canvas to reflect how the
artist created the piece. A review of camera footage revealed a couple in their
20s had picked up the brushes and made
a contribution to the artwork by splotching it with dark green paint. According
to police who tracked down the couple,
the pair believed adding paint to the
display was what they were supposed to
do. Perello’s management agency claimed
the damaged piece was worth $440,000.
OF THE BLOCK Residents of
6 anBANEEnglish
town say they’ve had

enough of a swan terrorizing a local
neighborhood. According to residents,
an aggressive male swan has made a habit
of attacking front doors on one block in
Northampton in the East Midlands.
Homeowner Stephen Legg told a British
news outlet the swan seems to enjoy
attacking the mail flap on his front door.
“He starts by rattling the letterbox then
bashes the metal with its beak quite
loudly. The racket reverberates through
the whole house,” Legg told the South
West News Service. “It doesn’t do any
damage, but it’s extremely irritating.
Sometimes it does it for three hours at a
time, other times only once or twice.”
Legg said he was able to stop the bird
temporarily by covering his door—an
untenable solution because it also prevented the postal worker from delivering
his mail.

“They know what they’re doing; it’s not
their first time.” Lewallen said he took
the short rib back to Costco for a refund.
Other Costco shoppers posted their experiences with the clever corvids on Facebook. “My parents were minding their
business after a shop and made it home
with one less steak!” Kimberly Waller
wrote on the social networking site.
AND CLOSED ENROLLMENT
8 OPEN
Half a million American high-school

THE RACKET
REVERBERATES
THROUGH THE
WHOLE HOUSE.

seniors got warm letters of acceptance
via email on March 15 from the University
of Kentucky. The problem: The letters
welcomed all of them to a selective program for college freshmen that typically
accepts only 35-40 students each year.
Hours later, the school’s dean of undergraduate admissions sent another email
apologizing, saying a technical issue
caused the emails to be sent out by mistake. High-school senior Mary Dougherty
of San Antonio, Texas, told NBC affiliate
WLEX in Lexington, Ky., that she never
applied to the University of Kentucky. “I
was like, ‘Mom, I just got accepted into
the University of Kentucky.’ And she’s
like, ‘Oh, I didn’t know you applied to
University of Kentucky.’ And I was like,
‘Oh, I did not.’” According to the university, most students receiving the email
had expressed no interest in the school.

BANE OF COSTCO Shoppers at an
7 Alaska
Costco say birds are stealing

their groceries. Anchorage resident Matt
Lewallen told the Anchorage Daily News
that ravens pillaged a short rib from his
shopping cart as he prepared to load his
groceries into his vehicle. “I literally took
10 steps away and turned around, two
ravens came down and instantly grabbed
one out of the package, ripped it off and
flew off with it,” Lewallen told the paper.
0 5.08.2 1
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Profound foolishness
A closer look at California’s
ethnic studies curriculum

T

HE ETHNIC STUDIES MODEL CURRICULUM,

recently adopted by the California Department of Education (CDE) for use in public
high schools, argues that students of all
backgrounds need to find solidarity with
their own people in the past in order to feel
relevant in the present.
But it’s not enough to teach children
about their cultural heritage. “[Ethnic studies] does not
mean glossing over differences, avoiding difficult issues
or resorting to cliches about how we are all basically
alike,” reads the overview of the Model Curriculum on
the CDE website. “By asking students to examine and
reflect on the history, struggles, and contributions of
diverse groups within the context of racism and bigotry
[emphasis added], ethnic studies can foster the importance of equity and justice.” It’s also supposed to “bring
students and communities together”—by dividing them
up into four major groups and a variety of subgroups
and focusing on mutual oppression by another “group”
that has no ethnic status.
Appendix A of the document, “Sample Lessons and
Topics,” makes that distinction clear. In 500-plus pages,
“white supremacy” is named 16 times, “oppression” 34
times, “colonialism” 14, “power” 80, and “racism” 80.
“White” is not a color or a culture, but a malevolent
power. Students who have (presumably) been force-fed
Anglo-European concepts like rule of law, parliamentary
government, and individualism will now be free to learn
how their own cultures were quashed by the same.
“Critical thinking” about European oppression has
been the cutting edge of educational policy since the
1970s. California’s ethnic studies proposal just codifies
and extends to public schools what began in the uni-
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SUBSTITUTING LEFTIST
IDEOLOGY FOR BALANCED
HISTORY HAS ALREADY
CREATED HOSTILITY.
versity system 60 years ago, particularly at UC-Berkeley and San Francisco State. That’s when the Third
World Liberation Front, a coalition of black, Asian, and
Latino student groups went on strike to demand ethnic
studies teachers and departments. Not long after, students at Stanford were chanting, “Hey-hey, ho-ho,
Western culture’s got to go.”
The Ethnic Studies Model Curriculum considers
itself a direct descendant of this movement and heir to
its mission.
“Mission” is an apt word for the bizarre, quasi-religious fervor popping up all over the document. The goal
is not good citizens, but soldiers for social change. Lesson plans include class chants aimed at nothing less than
spiritual solidarity. The “In Lak Ech Affirmation” is
based on ancient Aztec cosmology, updated as the “four
movements” of reflection, action, reconciliation, and
transformation. The chant calls on Aztec deities to “allow
us to become more realized human beings” in search of
“healing epistemologies” and “makin’ things happen.”
To unwoke ears, it just sounds silly. Opponents point
out that Quetzalcoatl and Huitzilopochtli, and the
bloody rites associated with them, were not models of
liberation. Also, that dragging pagan religion into the
classroom by its heels might violate the Establishment
Clause of the First Amendment. Not that anyone actually imagines the Aztec gods are listening. Or do they?
R. Tolteka Cuauhtin, a Los Angeles teacher who
co-chaired an earlier draft of the Model Curriculum, has
argued that white Americans were guilty of “theocide”
by replacing indigenous religions with Christianity. His
book, Rethinking Ethnic Studies, proposes a “regeneration of indigenous epistemic and cultural futurity.” In
other words, Western culture, and the Christian faith
that built it, have got to go—to be replaced by the indigenous epistemic of sun worship and human sacrifice.
Just kidding, of course—but perhaps not by much,
given the spiritual zeal of abortion advocates and radical
environmentalists. Fortunately, the Model Curriculum
does have its enemies. Lori Meyers, co-founder of Educators for Quality and Equality (a California teachers’
organization), is concerned about a proposal that “pits
groups against each other and is going to create hostility and tensions” rather than mutual understanding.
Substituting leftist ideology for balanced history
has already created hostility and tensions. Idolatry
always has, from the beginning of time. It’s more than
silly; it’s foolish. Deifying social change, however well
meant, is calling down the wrath of the gods.
EMAIL jcheaney@wng.org TWITTER @jbcheaney
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ALL LAUGHS, NO LECTURES

Nate Bargatze offers cathartic comedy for the pandemic-weary
in his new show, The Greatest Average American
by Megan Basham

A
NETFLIX

MONG THE MOST REFRESHING THINGS about Nate Bargatze’s brand of comedy is not
just that he’s family friendly, but that he avoids taking aim at any tribe. His latest stand-up
special, The Greatest Average American, new on Netflix, focuses heavily on the pandemic
and events of 2020, yet there’s not a politicized joke in the bunch. That’s on purpose.
In a recent interview, Bargatze told The Daily Beast, “Politics has overwhelmed every
facet of entertainment. You can’t get away from it. So I like being an outlet you can
trust you’re not going to get lectured.”
And there are certainly no lectures in Bargatze’s show, just laughs when he talks
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about the various COVID-19 camps. Half
of his friends, he jokes, are taking showers with their masks on, fearful they
might catch the coronavirus from their
hamsters. The other half are living “like
someone told them to try to go get it.”
Everybody takes a few good-natured
arrows to the heart here.
One of his best bits explores the ways
the coronavirus has changed public
behavior: “I can tell you one thing that’s
gone forever,” he deadpans. “Coughing
in public. … You drink water wrong at a
restaurant, just go walk in traffic.”
Most of us have used movies and TV
as a means of escape from the lockdown
reality of the last year, but Bargatze offers
a strong argument that leaning into our
shared experience is cathartic. We may
not all have tried to perform stand-up
over Zoom, but we’ve all experienced
some form of videoconference fail.
That said, some bits don’t feel as
sharp or developed as Bargatze’s past
specials, like Full Time Magic or The
Tennessee Kid. But then, like so many
other entertainment professionals, comedians haven’t had the opportunity to
hone new work in front of live audiences
the way they usually do. So a few of the
seams show here. But there are still
plenty of laugh-out-loud moments, particularly when he turns to the subjects
of marriage and family.
True to the pattern the Bible Belt–
raised comic established in his past work,
there’s no profanity and no sexual material. The one joke that glancingly references gay marriage does so only to
highlight innate gender differences in
traditional marriage. It occurs in a bit
where Bargatze describes getting a call
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I CAN TELL YOU
ONE THING
THAT’S GONE
FOREVER,
COUGHING IN
PUBLIC. … YOU
DRINK WATER
WRONG AT A
RESTAURANT,
JUST GO WALK
IN TRAFFIC.

from the school on his daughter’s first
day of kindergarten from someone wanting to know what bus number his daughter is supposed to be on. He suggests that
the only time a school should call a husband is when there is no wife—then he
quickly focuses on the ways men and
women tend to fulfill separate roles.
But don’t think that avoiding racy or
snarky jokes equals bland or corny. Far
from it. Bargatze just avoids falling back
on the cheapest tricks in the playbook—
confusing crudeness or derision with
comedy. I have to guess the Bashams
won’t be the only ones to crack up at the
familiarity of a fight he and his wife had
about the meaning of the phrase “one
fell swoop.” We know the Proverb about
sharing a house with a contentious
woman, but Bargatze illustrates the pitfalls of being a contentious man.
Whether it’s dealing with the stress
of life under COVID-19 or marital strife,
we laugh at what we recognize. And that
process of taking ourselves less seriously
is what creates the best medicine. Bargatze’s new pandemic special is just what
the doctor ordered.
ANDREW LIPOVSKY/NBCU PHOTO BANK/NBCUNIVERSAL VIA GETTY IMAGES

by Bob Brown

The prospect of In Living Color castmates Jamie Foxx and David Alan Grier
working together again has drawn heavy
viewership to Dad Stop Embarrassing
Me! Movie-reviewing duty alone, though,
kept me from turning off the popular, new
Netflix TV show (rated TV-14) after two
minutes. Foxx’s bull’s-eye impressions
of Al Pacino and Barack Obama exhaust
what’s recommendable in a bland and
blasphemous script.
The story centers on single dad Brian
Dixon (Foxx) raising his teenage daughter, Sasha (Kyla-Drew), after her mother
dies. Brian gets help from friends and
family members, including Pops (Grier),
his father.
The first and third episodes peddle
humor in incest jokes, drug use, and
generic generation-gap gaffes, with misuses of God’s name. Even the laugh track
seemed halfhearted. The second episode’s theme of religion was altogether
unexpected—almost intriguing to see
how it would play out.
“Black people … we go to church,”
Brian declares. Everyone gasps when
Sasha says she doesn’t believe in God
but finds “salvation” in yoga.
“Has your yoga ever hung on a cross
on Friday, and risen on Sunday?” Brian
snaps. If only he stopped there. “And then
had Easter bunnies?” Amid understandable lampooning of televangelists, endless profane bits undermine the few
righteous reflections. In all, Foxx and
Grier only embarrass themselves.

A F IGH T TO REM EM B ER Kong and Godzilla first squared off on-screen in the 1963 film King Kong vs. Godzilla.

Ruining the
joke

BATTLE OF BRUTES

Box office smash Godzilla vs. Kong is one of
the more entertaining films in the series
by Bob Brown

NOTHING MARKS A STEP toward pre-pandemic normalcy like a Godzilla
movie: Godzilla vs. Kong makes No. 44 since the first in 1954. The new
film’s plot is outlandish but coherent, with a few mild surprises
unearthed (literally) along the way. There’s no sensuality, the violence
is mostly lizard-on-ape, and the plotline raises an apt question.
Godzilla’s unexpected attack on Apex Cybernetics is the “first
Titan sighting in over three years.” Apex honcho Walter Simmons
(Demián Bichir) convinces ostracized “Hollow Earth Theory” academic
Nathan Lind (Alexander Skarsgård) to lead a team into Earth’s interior
to harness an energy source, supposedly to wield against Godzilla.
How does Kong figure in? The team includes a young deaf girl
(Kaylee Hottle) who has a bond with the giant ape. Simmons and Lind
force Kong to accompany the team, reasoning he’ll protect them for the girl’s
sake from Godzilla and any subterranean terrors.
Is Godzilla vs. Kong (rated PG-13)
worth a big-screen outing? Yes, except
for the disappointing 15 expletives. The
film delivers nonstop, intense special
1 I Am Legend:
effects: Godzilla and Kong slug it out
2007 (PG-13)
mid-ocean atop a fleet of aircraft car2 King Kong:
riers, and Hong Kong’s neon-lit sky2005 (PG-13)
scrapers suffer monster mashing during
3 Hotel Transylvania 2:
a nighttime topple fest.
2015 (PG)
And that question: Can two super4 Jurassic Park:
powers set aside their differences to
1993 (PG-13)
confront a common enemy in the form
of technology put to evil use? That
5 Monsters, Inc.:
wouldn’t be normalcy, pre-pandemic
2001 (G)
or not, but it would be a welcome step.
SELECTED BY REVIEWER BOB BROWN

DAD STOP EMBARRASSING ME!: NETFLIX; GODZILLA VS. KONG: WARNER BROS. ENTERTAINMENT INC; I AM LEGEND: WARNER BROS.
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Nomadland reminds viewers that the
freedom to choose the paths we walk may be
more beautiful than the paths themselves
by Jim Hill

I
26

N THE WAKE OF THE GREAT RECESSION, thousands of men
and women adopted nomadic lifestyles and took to the
road in trailers, vans, and RVs to travel about America
doing seasonal work.
The true story of these modern “pioneers” was captured
in the 2017 nonfiction book Nomadland: Surviving America in the 21st Century by Jessica Bruder. The book’s screen
adaptation, Nomadland, is now streaming on Hulu and
has generated plenty of buzz: It received six Academy
Award nominations, including for best picture. One caveat:
Nomadland’s R rating comes from one scene in which the
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DI RECTOR’ S T R A DEM A RK Chloé Zhao cast nonactors in Nomadland as she did for an earlier film, The Rider, in which she cast real cowboys.

AMERICA, THE
(NOT ALWAYS)
BEAUTIFUL

main character floats naked and alone
in a mountain stream.
In a thought-provoking way, the film
tells the story of a fictitious character
named Fern, played with superb solemnity by Academy Award winner Francis
McDormand (Fargo). She joins this itinerant community after her husband’s
death and her small town’s economic
collapse. With its realistic storytelling
style (the film features many nonprofessional actors), this film touches on the
dark side of the American dream while
upholding what is truly great about the
nation.
Some will use the movie to identify
holes in America’s social safety net. To
do so misses the more significant point:
an intriguing portrait of Fern and her
search for peace and meaning within the
freedom her vagabond existence provides.
As viewers will discover, Fern is no
victim. While certainly poor, she is a
nomad by choice, shunning at least three
times the “confines” of a real house and
more traditional lifestyle.
Chinese-American director Chloé
Zhao (nominated for Oscars in three categories) penned the screenplay and has
created in Fern one of the year’s most
enigmatic and complex characters. Fern
is both tender and tough, communal and
yet a loner, practical but often pigheaded,
straightforward but always a mystery. As
a result, viewers never fully get to know
Fern or the deeper answers she seeks.
What’s clear is that Fern is in pain.
She chooses this nomadic lifestyle
because of the peace she finds in communing with nature in “huge open
spaces”—the context of the film’s nudity,
which lasts a few seconds. The film also
shows the gritty challenges of a nomadic
lifestyle, such as having to use a bucket
as a bathroom.
But the brilliance and beauty of
Nomadland is that by not explaining
Fern completely, viewers can better
appreciate and celebrate her journey.
Christians understand life isn’t
always neat and tidy. Strife will come,
and we each must traverse our own rutty
roads. Nomadland reminds viewers that
America doesn’t promise pain-free journeys, but we are free to choose our own
paths.
SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES

SACKE D Former Hollywood Foreign Press Association President Phil Berk lost his board seat for criticizing BLM in mid-April.

BOX OFFICE
TOP 10
WEEKEND OF APRIL 16-18, ACCORDING TO
BOX OFFICE MOJO. QUANTITY OF SEXUAL
(S), VIOLENT (V), AND FOUL-LANGUAGE (L)
CONTENT ON A 0-10 SCALE, WITH 10 HIGH,
FROM KIDS-IN-MIND.COM

				

S V L

1 Godzilla vs.
Kong* PG-13 . . . . . . . . . . 1 6 4
2 Nobody R . . . . . . . . . . not rated
3 The Unholy PG-13 . . . . not rated
4 Raya and the Last
Dragon* PG . . . . . . . . . . 1 3 1
5 Tom and Jerry PG . . . . . 1 3 1
6 Voyagers PG-13 . . . . . . . 4 6 1
7 The Girl Who Believes
in Miracles PG . . . . . . not rated
8 In the Earth R . . . . . . . . 0 8 5
9 The Courier PG-13. . . . . 4 5 5
10 The Croods:
A New Age PG. . . . . . . . 1 3 2
*REVIEWED BY WORLD

BLM’S CANCEL
SANDWICH
Documentary Paint the
Wall Black shows the
high cost of resistance to a
social justice movement
by Maryrose Delahunty

BRIEF ACCOLADES
Chinese state-run media
regaled Nomadland director Chloé Zhao as “the pride
of China” for becoming the
first Asian woman to win the
Golden Globe for best director.
But those media turned on her
and the government censored
the hashtag #Nomadland after
discovering she once called
China a place “where there are
lies everywhere.” —from Muse
at wng.org

AS PROTESTS ERUPTED across the United
States after the death of George Floyd last
May, supporters of the Black Lives Matter
(BLM) movement pressured businesses
to advocate for them or literally be
destroyed. Paint the Wall Black: The Story
of Nini’s Deli, streaming free on YouTube,
tells the story of the rise and fall of a Christian-owned, top-rated Chicago restaurant
whose owner, Juan-Elias Riesco, refused
demands to champion BLM.
The documentary opens with Nini’s
beginnings as a grocery store founded
by Riesco’s immigrant parents, Julie and
Jose. Riesco took a circuitous path to
become a beloved and eventually persecuted deli owner. He spent his youth in
San Francisco sampling from a menu of
exploits—substance abuse, criminal

ZHAO: TAYLOR JEWELL/INVISION/AP; PAINT THE WALL BLACK: LAST STAND STUDIOS

activity, and homosexual promiscuity—
until his mother persuaded him to return
home to work in the family business and
attend church.
Riesco dedicated his life to Christ after
hearing the gospel at the Metro Praise
International church pastored by Joe
Wyrostek. With a newfound faith, Riesco’s
philosophy toward customer service catapulted Nini’s to consistent five-star
reviews on Yelp. As its reputation grew,
corporations like Nike and Adidas partnered with Nini’s. But the wave of success
slammed into a wall in June 2020.
Advocates of BLM urged proprietors
to display a black square of support on
their Instagram accounts. Riesco
declined, opting to refrain from any
political statements. His social media
accounts exploded with people questioning why he hadn’t posted support for
BLM or shared the BLM donation website
with his followers.
In response, Riesco posted a statement that he summarizes in the film: “We
believe all lives matter because all lives
are made in the image of God.”
Public reaction was swift and overwhelming. Corporate partners publicly
denounced Riesco. People threatened to
riot and burn down the deli. Instead of
buckling to mounting pressure, Riesco
saw an opportunity to preach the gospel:
“No matter how vicious they were, I knew
these people needed Christ.”
Warned in advance of the upcoming
public protest, Riesco, his brother Jose,
and Metro Praise church members gathered outside Nini’s to meet with the protesters. Jose preached against abortion
and homosexuality, calling for repentance and offering salvation through
Jesus—all while the crowd screamed
expletives and physical threats. (The film
edits out the bad language, but includes
mild violence and offensive gestures by
protesters.)
The social justice zealots threatened
to kill the Riesco family members,
destroy their homes, and burn their
church, but throughout the film, Riesco
and his family and allies emphasize an
opposite message—the hope of Christ’s
love and salvation.
0 5.08.2 1
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Signs of a
setting sun

Despair over U.S. party
politics and national
disunity goes all the way
back to the Founders
by Marvin Olasky

DENNIS RASMUSSEN’S Fears of a Setting
Sun: The Disillusionment of America’s
Founders (Princeton University Press,
2021) is on my history
book of the year short
list. Rasmussen, whose
good writing makes
him a rarity among
academics, shows how
George Washington,
Alexander Hamilton,
John Adams, and
Thomas Jefferson all thought the American experiment was a failure and the
United States would soon be disunited.
That’s an important message for us
to absorb at a time when “misrepresentation and party feuds have arisen to such
a height” that they may not end “at any
point short of confusion and anarchy.”
Surprise: That’s a quotation from Washington in 1798. As Rasmussen writes, “We
might take a certain comfort, amid our
worries about the state of American
democracy, in the fact that the founders
themselves voiced similar worries.”
The most obvious problem then was
sectional division over slavery, which
Jefferson thought would kill the deal. But
Adams from the Revolution onward was
concerned about character, or lack
thereof. I’ll leave in his capitalization:
“There is So much Rascallity, so much
Venality and Corruption, so much Ava28
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rice and Ambition, such a Rage for Profit
and Commerce among all Ranks and
Degrees of Men.”
By the beginning of the 19th century,
others among the Founders shared
Adams’ concern. Benjamin Rush, a strong
supporter of the Constitution in 17871788, wrote that the United States “will
certainly fail. It has already disappointed
the expectations of its most sanguine and
ardent friends.” Rush told his children
that he felt “shame for my zeal in the
cause of our Country”: Regarding the
Constitution, he wrote, “I cannot meet
with a man who loves it.”
Rasmussen concludes, “The looming
demise of American democracy has been
announced countless times in the course
of the nation’s history. … We are bombarded with similar pronouncements
today.” But James Madison, longest-surviving of the leading Founders, said the
American constitutional order in 1834
was “successful beyond any of the forms
of government, ancient or modern, with
which it may be compared.” That’s still
true.
The Politics of the Cross: A Christian Alternative to Partisanship by
Daniel Williams (Eerdmans, 2021) doesn’t
fulfill its attractive title. Williams proposes “adopting some of the biblically
informed values of Republican-voting
conservatives (such as the value of all
human beings, including the unborn) while
simultaneously supporting the policies of
progressive Democrats as the best way
to put those values
into action.” But what
if those policies hurt
the very people they purportedly help?
What if “progressive” policies keep people in poverty instead of helping them
climb out of it?
A WORLD special issue this summer
will profile winners of our Hope Awards
for Effective Compassion. Effective: good
results, not just good intentions. Williams
offers some helpful specifics but he
writes, “Anytime we seek to bring justice
to those who are oppressed, we are doing
the work of God’s kingdom.” No, we’re
not, if we rely on illusions and push what
does not work.

Bookmarks

James Eglinton’s Bavinck
(Baker, 2020) examines the
Dutch theologian who died
100 years ago—but whose
life still offers timely wisdom.
Theologian Abraham
Kuyper (1837-1920), the journalist and educator who
became prime minister of the
Netherlands in 1901, is more
famous than Bavinck (18541921), but Eglinton brings him
out of Kuyper’s shadow. As a
theology teacher and church
leader, Bavinck was Kuyper’s
most valuable teammate in
the Dutch reformation. They
pioneered in advancing a
Christian worldview against
the growing relativism of
European culture.
Their reformational
movement, along with their
Anti-Revolutionary Party,
influenced Dutch society for
more than a generation.
While Kuyper led, Bavinck
served in the upper house of
the legislature and was party
chairman. Later, Bavinck
taught students at Kuyper’s
Free University how to remain
faithful to Christ while paddling through the swirling
waters of modernity.
Eglinton provides much
insight into a man who had
much wisdom about the
Lordship of Christ over all of
life. —Russ Pulliam

Curious and
captivating
Four nonfiction books
by Susan Olasky

objective truth made her ripe to believe a
con—got suckered by a pornographer hawking a papyrus said to describe a married
Jesus. The story indicts journalists, theological journals, manuscript experts, and others
who were eager to rewrite Christianity and
challenge the Catholic Church. It shows how
the forger played his victims, feeding them
bits of info, changing his story, and demanding anonymity. It may seem odd in a book
about forged ancient manuscripts to have a
warning about language and sex, but the
book needs one. Sabar makes clear he is not
evangelical, but his exhaustive research will
fascinate those interested in truth.
Forty Autumns by Nina Willner: At the
end of World War II, residents of a German
city were relieved when American rather
than Soviet troops arrived. But three weeks
later, the Soviets took over and Communism
transformed life. In this memoir, Nina Willner tells the story of her family—Oma, Opa,
and their children—trapped behind a solidifying Iron Curtain. Just shy of her 21st birthday, Willner’s mother escaped to the United
States. Her escape became a political black
mark against the family. School headmaster
Opa was vulnerable to political pressure, as
were the children who had to join party
organizations. Oma countered those pressures by creating a family ethos forbidding
members from informing on others. Willner’s family connections help her tell the
larger Cold War story in an engaging way.

The Data Detective by Tim Harford: Economist Tim Harford argues
that statistics provide a necessary lens for understanding the world—
but only if we understand how to evaluate them. To that end he
presents 10 commandments—and shows through clear writing and
storytelling what he means. One commandment: Note your emotional
reaction to a claim. We are less likely to scrutinize studies and stories
that confirm our beliefs. Another commandment involves definitions:
In tabulating infant mortality rates, is a premature birth at 22 weeks
gestation a live birth and subsequent death? Or is it a late miscarriage?
If we don’t know the definition, we won’t know if comparisons—say,
between the United States and Finland—are valid. In short, be curious.
Veritas: A Harvard Professor, a Con Man and the Gospel of Jesus’s
Wife by Ariel Sabar: Sabar’s fascinating true-crime tale tells how a
feminist historian at Harvard Divinity School—whose disbelief in

Resilient Faith by Gerald Sittser: Some
older Christians who grew up in Christian
homes internalized a Eusebius view of history: He lived in the fourth century A.D. and
enjoyed a time when Christianity expanded
rapidly under the rule of Emperor Constantine. Now, Christianity in America seems to
be contracting. Sittser writes that young
people leave Christian homes and “breathe
a different air, the air of unbelief and secularity. … They don’t reject faith, as if won
over to unbelief through reasoned argument.
They simply and slowly drift away. Indifference—and even intellectual laziness—plays
a bigger role than argument.” To push back
against that we need the systematic discipleship and cultural engagement practiced
by early Christians: “They prayed for the
emperor but refused to worship him.”
0 5.08.2 1
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Afterword

A way with words

Four recent picture book biographies
by Mary Jackson

A Most Clever Girl by Jasmine A. Stirling: As a girl, Jane
Austen wrote stories that poked fun at fluff. She entertained
her large family and bustling home with comical plots. In the
quiet, she found her voice and wrote novels by observing
people and learning from their behaviors. Her words fell silent
as hardship hit. Jane’s voice became wise through grief and
loss. Illustrator Vesper Stamper captures the beloved novelist’s
short and difficult life with color palettes that reflect her
experiences and understanding. The book introduces young readers to original
Austen prose, with endnotes that will further pique interest. (Ages 5-9)
Hello, Neighbor! by Matthew Cordell: Fred Rogers
planned to become a minister after college. Years later,
he became “a special kind of minister” to children through
his television program, Mister Rogers’ Neighborhood. He
sought to create a program that avoided silly, flashy
entertainment and instead spoke to young viewers with
respect and understanding. From Cordell’s distinct
ink-and-watercolor drawings to extensive end matter, the book highlights Rogers’
ability to connect with co-workers and viewers and intentionally expose children
to diverse characters, music, art, professions, and make-believe worlds. (Ages 4-8)
Digging for Words by Angela Burke Kunkel: Kunkel tells the
story of two Josés in the same Colombian neighborhood. One
José is a garbage collector by night who searches “household
trash for hidden treasure … books!” The other José is a boy who
counts down the days until Saturday when he and other children
race to “Paradise,” a room filled with books of all kinds. Señor
José shares his collection with the children, exposing them to
other worlds and new knowledge. A true story about José Alberto
Gutiérrez, who built the first library in Bogotá, Colombia. (Ages 4-8)
Make Meatballs Sing by Matthew Burgess: Francis Elizabeth Kent, one of six children, often sneaked away to read,
draw, and daydream. Her father and art teacher encouraged
her love for drawing and painting. After college, Kent
decided to become a nun, known as Sister Mary Corita, and
taught art classes at a Catholic school. She challenged students to “see the sacred in the everyday.” Corita branched
out into new art forms, including printmaking and serigraphy, and challenged norms by taking up social causes of the 1960s and 1970s,
including poverty, injustice, and war. (Ages 6-12)
30
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In Nonsense! The Curious
Story of Edward Gorey
(Versify, 2020), Lori
Mortensen describes a
brilliant child who taught
himself to read at age 3.
He skipped grades and
moved with his family a
dozen times, scribbling and
sketching wherever he
went. Gorey’s eccentric
stories and illustrations
mingled sweetness and
innocence, danger and
darkness, “all mixed up with
his own brand of silliness.”
In Nacho’s Nachos (Lee
& Low Books, 2020), Sandra
Nickel tells the mouth-
watering tale behind hot,
crispy tortillas topped with
melted cheddar cheese and
a slice of jalapeño. In the
Mexican city of Piedras
Negras, Ignacio “Nacho”
Anaya experimented with
food and earned recognition for the simple but
special dish in his name.
Fans of the late Tomie
dePaola will appreciate
Barbara Elleman’s updated
book exploring the beloved
writer and illustrator’s life
and career. Originally published in 1999, The Worlds
of Tomie dePaola (Simon &
Schuster, 2021) includes
the author’s work in recent
decades along with
memorable themes and
characters. —M.J.

UNCOVERING HIS FATHER’S PAST.

Marvin Olasky explores how
his Jewish American father
was impacted by World War II,
Reconstructionist Judaism, and
social Darwinist teaching at
Harvard—facing pain in order
to understand and forgive.

“A sense of longing and loss pervades
Marvin Olasky’s tribute to his father—a
reckoning with his Jewish heritage that
remains sensitive to time and culture,
faith and freedom. A beautiful lament
suffused with gratitude and honor.”
TREVIN WAX, Author, Rethink Your Self, This

“As a brilliant writer and thinker, Marvin
consoles those who have had difficult
parents and shows through his own experience they do not have to determine
the course of the lives of their children.”
CAL THOMAS, Syndicated Columnist

Is Our Time, and Gospel-Centered Teaching

Available June 2nd, Pre-Order Now

Amazon, Christianbook, Westminster Bookstore,
and wherever Christian books are sold

“After spending more than forty
years with Marvin Olasky the journalist, I needed this great little book
to discover several other facets to
his colorful persona. There are no
‘bare facts’ in this man’s life. Everything is part of a sovereign design.”
JOEL BELZ, journalist and colleague
1 (800) 631-0094
www.prpbooks.com
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MORE THAN A
BUZZWORD

Q&A

Preventing abuse in the church starts with
understanding the roles of power and deception

SEXUAL ABUSE WITHIN CHURCHES

now makes headlines, but psycholoSOPHIA LEE
gist Diane Langberg has worked with
trauma and abuse survivors for 48
INTERVIEWS
years. She co-leads the Global Trauma
DIANE
Recovery Institute at Biblical TheoLANGBERG
logical Seminary, sits on the board of
Godly Response to Abuse in a Christian Environment (GRACE), and
co-chairs the American Bible Society’s Trauma Advisory Council.
Here’s an edited and tightened interview.
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How did you get so involved in this
issue? While seeking my Ph.D. in psy-

chology at Temple University in the
early 1970s, I worked in the university
counseling center and also part time
for a Christian psychologist. Many
women wanted to see me, not because
I was experienced—I was only 23—but
because I was female. One day a young
woman told me, “My father used to do
weird things to me.” Other women told
me about sexual abuse, rape, domestic
abuse.
ILLUSTRATION BY ZÉ OTAVIO

nition, we’ve all abused somebody. Obviously, we should never mistreat anybody,
but if we use that word all over the place,
we dilute what it means clinically. If we
equalize all forms of mistreatment, we
can’t understand the depth of suffering of
someone who’s truly been abused.

Did you study that in graduate school?

No, the diagnosis of post-traumatic stress
disorder didn’t exist until 1980. I brought
an incest case to my supervisor. His
response was, “Women sometimes get
hysterical, and your job is to not believe
them.” I obviously disobeyed the supervisor and found my own way. I became a
student of victims for a long time before
I really understood what abuse was, how
it happened, what it did, and how the
damage followed not just a person’s lifetime, but often into the next generation.
When that woman said, “My father did
weird things to me,” did you know what
she meant? No, I did not. She didn’t know

what to call it either. It was very difficult
for her to tell me. She was afraid, full of
shame. But I knew enough to tiptoe and
ask little questions and wait for answers.
I soon realized that these women and the
Vietnam War soldiers coming home both
shared similar symptoms. 
One thing I’ve read is that the term abuse
refers to a pattern of abuse rather than
a one-time mistreatment. Think about it

this way: Suppose a husband beat his wife
to a pulp. She was never beaten before,
and she was never beaten after. But I can
assure you that he is continually abusive,
because he wouldn’t have gotten to that
point if not for the way he speaks to her,
the way he treats her emotionally, mentally, and spiritually. All he has to do is
look at her a certain way, and she’ll do
whatever he says, because she’s afraid.
So there’s ongoing abuse. People will look
at that sometimes and say, “Well, he quit
hitting her.” I’m glad he quit, but he’s still
abusing her, both using that memory of
the beating, and also in other subtle forms
of violence, in a very powerful way to
control her.
In my generation, maybe because we’re
so well-versed with pop psychology,
sometimes people throw out the words
PTSD or abuse very lightly. You’re right.

Those words are buzzwords now. PTSD
[post-traumatic stress disorder] is a very
particular diagnostic category, but it’s
become a common word. That minimizes
the experience of real PTSD. The same for
the word abuse, which literally means “to
mistreat or use wrongly.” Given that defi-

You believed women who had been mistreated, and started speaking out about
it. Nobody wants these things to be true.

I BECAME A
STUDENT OF
VICTIMS FOR A
LONG TIME
BEFORE I REALLY
UNDERSTOOD
WHAT ABUSE
WAS, HOW IT
HAPPENED,
WHAT IT DID,
AND HOW THE
DAMAGE
FOLLOWED NOT
JUST A PERSON’S
LIFETIME,
BUT OFTEN INTO
THE NEXT
GENERATION.

I understand that. I got pushback in the
academic world but even more from the
Christian world: I’m encouraging women
to leave their marriage, to disobey their
husbands. By talking about sexual abuse
within the church, you become the
enemy, because you’re breaking multiple
boundaries. One: You don’t talk about
sex. Two: You don’t talk about sexual
abuse because it doesn’t happen, and if
it did, it’s probably your fault. Three: It
never happens in God’s house. 
I go to a young church, and we talk about
abuse more openly. We’ve certainly made

progress. Today I get emails from ministries and churches, particularly from
younger women, asking how to talk
about these things, how to respond well.
It differs among denominations. Abuse
against males is slower to come to light.
Most churches don’t have extreme cases
of pastors sexually abusing members.

Plenty of churches don’t have such flagrant
examples. But in churches that do not
acknowledge this issue of power and the
potential of its abuse, you may have people who misuse their theological power:
They say, “I’m the authority. Do this, do
that, or you’re not a Christian.” I’m talking
about a theological power that doesn’t
allow people to disagree on, for example,
how long your skirt should be: A lot of
focus on the externals, not the heart. 
Your latest book, Redeeming Power:
Understanding Authority and Abuse in
the Church, is all about power. Why
power? Working with victims from

churches, I began to think about power
as a central issue in terms of abuse. The
other central issue is deception. Congregation members do not want to believe
their leaders can abuse power. They
think, “My pastor’s a godly person.
0 5.08.2 1
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it’s about the system. If this is God’s
church, it should look like Him. He is full
of truth and light, humility and love. 

Look at the size of our church and all the
people coming to Christ! That can’t be
possible.” They use spiritual language to
protect their institution. But the misuse
of power started in the Garden of Eden.
We’ve had a lot of practice. We’re really
good at misusing it and lying to ourselves
about it.
You wrote that power itself isn’t bad. Even
a newborn baby has power. Power simply

means to impact or influence. At the Garden of Eden, God told Adam and Eve, “I
want you to rule and subdue the earth.”
Those are power words, and it wasn’t
about doing it to people. Now we do it
to people. Since the Fall, we attempt to
use power to serve ourselves, which
means hurting others.
You also talk about church as a powerful
system and how it can either be a blessing or a danger. Christians don’t often

think about power. We’re individualized.
The word system literally means “to
stand together.” When people stand
together for whatever purpose, they have
a system. That system develops rules and
regulations, which is valuable because
part of having a system is to take care of
the individuals in it. Say a church of
about 3,000 members has a controlling
and authoritarian senior pastor who
damages relationships. Somebody comes
forward and accuses him of sexual abuse.
Others step forward, and we’ve got six
victims. What people mostly want is to
fix it quickly so things can go back to the
way it was before. 

One term I hear a lot these days: racial
trauma. I’ve heard people say that’s not
a real thing. When somebody speaks of

HUMANS ARE
MEANT TO PASS
THINGS DOWN. OUR
CHILDREN GROW
UP IN A CULTURE
THAT’S BEEN
INFLUENCED BY
GENERATIONS, FOR
GOOD OR EVIL.

experiencing racial trauma, I need to say,
“Teach me.” That’s called empathy. Racial
trauma can be passed down for generations. Humans are meant to pass things
down. Our children grow up in a culture
that’s been influenced by generations,
for good or evil.
Why is listening so important? Because

we follow a God who became incarnate.
He came in the flesh to be like us. That’s
what Jesus did—He put on our skin, ate
our food, and talked to us. He did it to
show us we are worth understanding.
We’re called to give that same gift to
every human being we encounter. 
It can’t be easy constantly listening to
stories of evil and abuse. I tried to quit

twice. God wouldn’t let me. He taught
me: You’re doing this work for the sake
of others and for My name, but this is
also for you. My clients over the years
taught me how to be more like Him. They
gave me a gift when they brought their
sufferings to my office. My work has been
redemptive for me.

They might investigate, but then? Say

the pastor steps down, the victims go to
counseling, but nobody deals with what’s
underneath, even before the sexual abuse
was exposed: deception. The pastor was
deceiving himself. The people deceived
themselves by tolerating some of the
telltale signs, such as his unkindness and
control issues. By simply removing the
pastor, it’s like removing the biggest part
of the cancer, but leaving behind some
other cancerous cells that will grow,
because it’s not about an abusive person,
34
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How did you perceive yourselves
when you were starting out—as missionaries, as “stones” that couldn’t help crying out? We were 20, 19, 19, and 16. We

Children of the Day helped
launch a Christian music genre
by Arsenio Orteza

Russ Stevens

B

EFORE CCM, THERE WAS “JESUS MUSIC.” One of its earliest,
gentlest, and best-selling albums, Come to the Waters by
the folk quartet Children of the Day, turns 50 this year.
I recently caught up with the group’s bassist, Russ Stevens (whose marriage to band member Marsha Stevens,
incidentally, ended in 1980 when she came out as a lesbian,
igniting CCM’s first public scandal).

Looking back, does listing the Holy Spirit as “producer”
on the back cover of Come to the Waters seem over the
top? As we were newbies in the recording scene, listing

the Holy Spirit as producer was probably accurate. We had
very little idea of what we were doing. Buck [Herring]
helped, but he was the engineer. If anyone was producer,
it was [group member] Pete Jacobs. He was, and still is, a
musical genius.
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F I RST H I T Children of the Day’s first hit was “For Those Tears I Died,” released in 1971 on the Come to the Waters album.

A “Jesus Music”
pioneer

just loved singing together on the way to,
from, and at church. We didn’t consider
ourselves a group until someone asked
us to sing at Melodyland Christian Center.
We kind of formalized ourselves and
found our name in 1 Thessalonians 5:5.
Do you have specific regrets about
those early years? The Jesus Music scene

had many problems because it was so
impromptu. We were all brand-new
Christians. We should have been nurtured in the faith before going out to
minister, but we just fell into what we
were doing.
What other misconceptions would
you like to set straight? Not many people

around CCM were getting rich. We were
overjoyed when we realized that we’d
sold 150,000 Come to the Waters albums,
but that was still not enough to get rich
on. We were, however, bringing in
enough in love offerings and record sales
to pay bills and feed ourselves. Very few
of the other Maranatha! Music groups
were. We came home from tour once and
were told that we had to put the net from
the tour into a pot to help the other
groups live. We had no previous obligations, so we said no. We were not popular for that.
What are your happiest memories of
your time in the Jesus Music spotlight?

We were seeing people turn to Christ.
We gave altar calls, and people came
forward. I’m also really happy that we
were able to blaze trails for other groups
to get into churches where guitars and
drums had previously been regarded as
tools of Satan. Our mellower sound gave
many a youth minister a wedge in the
door to get more CCM into their church.
Has the Church changed, for better
or for worse, because of what you and
your fellow pioneers undertook? The

Jesus Movement had a great impact.
Many were saved. Regrettably, many fell
away after the glitz, and the show was
over. Fallen man tends to go backwards
unless something is going on to catch
interest. We were the “something” at the
time, and it was glorious. But it’s time for
a new revival, and that only comes by
prayer.
PHOTO BY MARC J. KAWANISHI/GENESIS

Highs and
lows
Noteworthy new or
recent releases
by Arsenio Orteza

Pioneers of Percussion, Vol. 1 by Joby
Burgess (Signum): Because (as Burgess
notes online) composer Iannis Xenakis
left the instrument choice up to the performer, his extended percussion solo
“Psappha” can take
on surprisingly diffe re n t te x t u re s
depending on who’s
wielding the mallets.
“My performance,”
w r ite s Bu rge ss,
“seeks maximum range and color, with
a nod to touring practicalities.” Translation: What you’re hearing is percussion
instruments that aren’t more trouble
than they’re worth to pack up and move,
and neither the crisp, booming depths
nor the shimmering, exhilarating highs
are accidents. The Linda Buckley and
Morton Feldman pieces, on the other
hand, explore the ethereal. Total time:
29:42. Volume 2 is in the pipeline.
Promises by Floating Points, Pharoah
Sanders, & the London Symphony
Orchestra (Luaka Bop): Situate this
balm-like “continuous piece of music in
nine movements” somewhere between
the instrumentals on Van Morrison’s
Inarticulate Speech of the Heart (for the
dreaminess of Sam
Shepherd’s keyboards) and those on
Poetic Champions
Compose (for the
tender textures of
Pharoah Sanders’
sax and the strings). Then concede that
even though taking five years to realize

something this apparently simple seems
like preciosity, if it’s the reason that a
series of variations on a seven-note
arpeggio feels like a palatially complex
dream from which you wish you didn’t
have to wake, it was worth every minute.
American Ivory by Richard Fountain
(Navona): Thanks to Navona Records,
this recording, originally (and independently) released on CD in 2012, now
makes its digital debut, giving Fountain’s
sparkling performances a new lease
on life. The conversation between past
and present represented by Gary D.
Belshaw’s 21st-century originals and similarly titled works
by Aaron Copland (“Passacaglia”) and
Samuel Barber (“Nocturne”) animates
the program’s 32-minute final act. It’s in
the 28-minute first act, however, that the
album really lives up to its title—there
are, after all, few more American-sounding “ivory” works than Edward MacDowell’s First Modern Suite, Op. 10 (1883).
And while Charles Fierro’s brisker
world-premiere recording remains the
standard, Fountain’s will more than do.
Elliott Carter: La Musique by Swiss
Chamber Soloists (Artist Consort):
One reason that listeners find Carter difficult is that he proceeds vertically more
than horizontally,
making musical
leaps not unlike the
intuitive verbal kind
found in Louis
Zukofsky, nine of
whose poems Carter
set for clarinet and soprano in 2008.
Those settings appear here along with
six other pieces. In the earliest, Sonatina
for Oboe and Harpsichord (1947), Carter’s leaping has only reached the running-start phase, but there’s gracefulness
afoot. By Eight Etudes and a Fantasy for
Woodwind Quartet (1950), his verticality
has evolved into exhilaratingly swirling
spirals. Neither piece is generally considered prime Carter. The Swiss Chamber
Soloists obviously couldn’t care less.

Encore

In the booklet for the
new Boston Modern
Orchestra Project album
Elliott Carter: Ballets
(BMOP/sound), the composer, author, and former Carter pupil David
Schiff writes, “The question … remains whether
the scores for
Pocahontas and The
Minotaur mark the
boundaries of Carter’s
belated student explorations, or whether they
share important qualities
with his later music.”
Sounds like a thesis
statement, doesn’t it?
But it’s a red herring. The
question “remains” only
because the answer is
“both” and “neither.”
Pocahontas and The
Minotaur, composed in
1938 and 1947 (13 and
four years before Carter
came into his own with
the String Quartet No. 1)
respectively, are Carter’s
only ballet scores and
represent his only
attempts to write with
both choreography and
linear narratives.
Everyone should agree:
They’re lively, dramatic,
colorful, and never boring. And movement titles
such as “John Smith is
tortured by Indians and
saved by Pocahontas”
serve as hooks for the
imagination. —A.O.
0 5.08.2 1
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An irreplaceable
legacy
Nemam Ghafouri:
1968-2021

M

ANY SMALL BROOKS make a strong river,”
Nemam Ghafouri liked to say. During six
years of working in a costly war zone, the
52-year-old cardiothoracic surgeon made
a torrent of difference until her death on
April 1.
Ghafouri survived close calls from
deadly assailants fighting in Iraq, then
Syria. She was struck down by the coronavirus.
Born in a cave on Christmas Day to a Kurdish family
in northern Iraq, Ghafouri and her family escaped
attacks by Saddam Hussein on the Kurds in 1980,
became refugees, and resettled in Sweden. She studied
medicine, including epidemiology and public health
in addition to becoming a surgeon.
Watching the takeover of her homeland by the
Islamic State in 2014, Ghafouri left a successful medical
practice and returned to Iraq. She got to work among
the tens of thousands of Yazidis forced from their
homes, killed, or kidnapped by ISIS fighters. She
founded a small nongovernmental organization, Joint
Help for Kurdistan, while keeping her practice in Sweden to help pay its bills.
In 2014 Ghafouri backpacked medicine into what
would become a camp for internally displaced people
(IDPs) in the mountains near Dohuk “because it was
difficult to reach.” After securing donations from an oil
company, she built a clinic in the camp, which has
expanded into two sectors and has about 10,000 Yazidi
IDPs today.
When I met Dr. Nemam, as everyone called her, she
ran six mobile medical teams, the clinic, and a bakery
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that was supplying bread for 18,000 displaced people
a day. More refugees were coming across the mountains
from Syria as ISIS and other militant groups emptied
towns of Yazidis, Christians, and Kurds. She would take
teams into Syria, facing live-fire situations. And in the
small fraternity of aid groups willing to work under
such stress, Ghafouri found common cause with Muslim
doctors, Christian and Mormon NGOs, and Kurdish
officials.
At one point I helped connect her to an American
group that had medicine while she was pinned down
in Syria with wounded Yazidi families and no supplies.
Notably fierce in her devotion, she was disarmingly
warm. She’d drop what she was doing, leave the camp,
and spend two hours in a coffee shop with a reporter
like me just to be helpful.
With the fall of ISIS, Ghafouri worked to rescue
young Yazidi women the militants enslaved. In early
March she returned with nine of them to the Iraq-Syria
border. The women were reunited with young children
they had birthed in forced marriages—“an unprecedented mission,” said New York Times reporter Jane
Arraf, who covered the reunion. It was two years in the
making: Ghafouri worked for their release then made
repeated trips to an orphanage in Syria to secure their
children’s release. During the reunion she contracted
COVID-19.
American doctor Kirk Milhoan was leading a team
into Syria at the time and spoke to the Kurdish surgeon
by phone. “Her lungs were horrible, just horrible,” he
said.
She refused to go to the hospital, having seen many
around her contract the virus and recover. She was
guarding her movement because she had received multiple threats, plus she had work to do. As she worsened,
another surgeon, Iraqi Fitoon Yaldo, had delivered to
her medicine and oxygen. Members of Milhoan’s team
stayed with Ghafouri, prayed, and sang for her. Finally
she was hospitalized in Kurdistan, then flown to Sweden,
where she died in a Stockholm hospital with her family
surrounding her.
It’s so common to see front-line health workers
succumbing to COVID-19 that we look away—until it is
someone you know. Someone who leaves an enormous
gap.
“She is truly irreplaceable,” Milhoan told me, “someone selfless enough to do what she did, with the cultural
background of the East and the resources of the West.”
“It is not me who lost Dr. Nemam,” Yaldo told me.
“The whole world did, and it’s terribly painful.”
The global death toll from COVID-19 topped 3 million worldwide in April, many of them front-line health
workers like Ghafouri, and each likely irreplaceable to
those who knew them.
Ghafouri for many, particularly the Yazidi victims
of ISIS, fulfilled the Kurdish proverb: “A good companion shortens the longest road.” 
EMAIL mbelz@wng.org TWITTER @mcbelz
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R I S TA N H AW K I N S R E M E M B E R S the
morning she summoned a ride from
Uber and texted pro-life activist David
Daleiden: Come help me convince Sen.
Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., that your investigative videos of Planned Parenthood
are legit.
Hawkins, president of the pro-life group Students
for Life of America, was in Washington, D.C., in part to
urge Manchin—who describes himself as pro-life—to
break with his party and defund Planned Parenthood.
Daleiden had flown into D.C. on a red-eye from San
Francisco, the city where prosecutors had recently
charged him with 15 felony counts related to his undercover videos of Planned Parenthood officials discussing
how they secure and charge fees for aborted baby parts
to research companies.
The videos had jolted Manchin into voting to withhold federal funding from the abortion giant in 2015.
The senator said he was “very troubled by the callous
behavior of Planned Parenthood staff in recently
released videos, which casually discuss the sale, possibly for profit, of fetal tissue after an abortion.”
But by the May morning in 2017 when Hawkins spoke
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Manchin speaks with a bipartisan group of senators last
December after passing a coronavirus relief proposal.

with Manchin in D.C., the initial jolt was fading: Hawkins
says Manchin told her he learned the Planned Parenthood videos were heavily edited or doctored, and he
had decided to change his vote. A month earlier, he had
posed for a photo with a woman at an event who was
holding a sign reading, “I stand with Planned Parenthood.”
Hawkins assured Manchin the investigative videos
were accurate and says she remembers the meeting as
cordial. Before parting, Manchin posed with members
of Hawkins’ group holding a sign that said, “We don’t
need Planned Parenthood.”
Later that day, Hawkins and Daleiden shared an
Uber ride to Manchin’s office on Capitol Hill to discuss
the authenticity of the videos and offered to provide
any evidence that might be helpful. Again, the meeting
was cordial. “Joe Manchin is a very nice man,” says
Hawkins, a native West Virginian. “But he’s also a very
savvy politician who does what he needs to do to continue advancing his career.”

ANNA MONEYMAKER/THE NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX

Manchin continued voting to allow funding for
Planned Parenthood.
The split-screen shot of Manchin posing with activists
on opposite sides of the Planned Parenthood debate
illustrates the political tug-of-war that’s grown only more
intense for Manchin since President Joe Biden took office.
With a 50-50 split in the U.S. Senate, the wild-card
senator—known sometimes to vote with Republicans—
holds the power to thwart portions of Biden’s agenda
that he deems too costly or unwise, but it’s unclear
exactly where he’ll draw lines. Meanwhile, he’s found
an unlikely ally in Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., in resisting Democratic calls to end the filibuster, though Sinema
remains far more open to legislation like the Equality
Act that conservatives say could gut religious liberty.
The lifelong Catholic from West Virginia and the
former Mormon from Arizona with no current religious
affiliation make for an odd couple that sometimes infuriates Democrats, intrigues Republicans, and leaves
voters from both parties wondering, Which side will
pull the rope across the line first?

M

ANCHIN SOMETIMES SEEMS to relish
the attention that comes with being
a swing vote in a contentious Senate, but he also nurses an outward
dislike for D.C. that lets his constituents know he’d rather be home.
When he’s in Washington, Manchin lives on a houseboat—Almost Heaven—named
after a line in John Denver’s famous anthem about West
Virginia. The senator told Politico in 2017 that he doesn’t
want to put down roots in D.C.: “You buy something
permanent, they think you like the place, and I sure as
hell don’t like the place.”
Almost Heaven may not always feel that way during
the bipartisan happy hours the senator hosts for lawmakers and staffers, but the floating social hour does
get people talking who likely wouldn’t mingle otherwise.
Manchin’s mingling with the other side has drawn
consternation from members of his own party for years:
After President Donald Trump’s election in 2016, Manchin met the president-elect at Trump Tower and eventually voted to confirm most of Trump’s Cabinet picks.
He was one of three Democratic senators to vote to
confirm Supreme Court Justice Neil Gorsuch and the
only Democrat to advance Justice Brett Kavanaugh.
But Manchin also showed a willingness to cross Trump
and sour their political bromance. Late last year, he voted
against confirming Amy Coney Barrett to the Supreme
Court, saying he thought the selection of a justice should
wait until after the looming presidential election.
In 2020, Manchin voted to convict Trump after his
first impeachment. He publicly wrestled with the decision
and quoted his predecessor Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va.,

who voted to acquit President Bill Clinton more than 20
years earlier: “There will be no winners on this vote.”
Manchin’s decision provoked a new nickname from a
frustrated Trump: “Joe Munchkin.”
It wasn’t his first nickname. A year after the senator
endorsed Hillary Clinton for the presidency in 2015,
Clinton infamously declared her energy policies were
“going to put a lot of coal miners and coal companies
out of business.” That wasn’t a popular campaign promise in West Virginia’s coal country. When Manchin
expressed his displeasure but maintained his endorsement of Clinton, some constituents branded him
“Traitor Joe.”
Still, Manchin has stayed popular enough to win three
elections to the U.S. Senate, and he remains the lone
statewide elected Democrat in a state that overwhelmingly voted for Trump. His rise to the Senate came after
he served as a state legislator, then secretary of state,
and finally as the first Catholic governor in the state.
His secret sauce seems to be a blend of his own
family’s long political history in West Virginia, his mix
of conservative votes, and a personal charisma that
makes him a natural at country cookouts and rural
barbecues.
Manchin hasn’t declared whether he’ll run in 2024,
when he’ll be 77 years old. If he doesn’t, it’s unclear
whether another Democrat could win his seat or if the
last domino will fall in a Republican sweep of the once
solidly Democratic stronghold.
That’s partly why Democratic colleagues tolerate
Manchin, despite his penchant to break from his party
on certain votes: To hold a Democratic seat in West
Virginia, they’ve needed Manchin to win.
Now they need him to vote with them.

T

HAT’S BEEN HARDER TO SELL in the
early months of the Biden administration. Manchin bucked the president’s
call for raising the minimum wage to
$15 an hour in a COVID-19 relief package
in February. (The senator suggested $11.)
Shortly after the election, Manchin
said he wouldn’t defund the police, pay for a Green
New Deal, or vote for Medicare for All, reprising a line
he’s used in the past: “We can’t even pay for Medicare
for some.”
Manchin isn’t supporting Biden’s mammoth infrastructure plan as it’s currently written, saying he’s worried about a higher corporate tax rate and the realities
of paying for the $2 trillion plan that’s just the first of
the White House’s two-part proposal.
And he’s refused to budge so far on Democratic calls
to eliminate the filibuster—the legislative provision
that requires a 60-vote threshold to move forward with
most forms of major legislation, instead of the simple
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majority Democrats could achieve if all their party’s 50
lawmakers and the tie-breaking Vice President Kamala
Harris fell in line.
After years of saying the filibuster should stay intact,
Biden has said he’s now open to reforming it. Others
have been more caustic: Former President Barack
Obama once lambasted Republican suggestions to eliminate the filibuster, saying it was important to “rise
above an ‘ends justifies the means’ mentality because
we’re here to answer to the people—all of the people—
not just the ones wearing our party label.”
But last summer, Obama called the filibuster “another
relic of the Jim Crow era” that should be eliminated if
it would allow Democrats to pass voting reform.
As the filibuster pressure mounts from Democrats,
Manchin is also dealing with disappointment from some
Republicans. Marc Thiessen of the American Enterprise
Institute lambasted Manchin for casting the deciding
vote to pass a COVID-19 relief bill via the budget reconciliation process that skirts the filibuster.
Thiessen noted the legislation approved by Manchin
rejected compromises offered by a handful of Republican senators that Manchin said were important to
consider. “The lesson for conservatives is clear,” Thiessen wrote. “Manchin is not going to save us.”
Pro-life advocates had another concern about the
bill: It didn’t include the Hyde Amendment—a provision
barring federal funding for most abortions. In the past,
Manchin’s staff has said the senator’s willingness to vote
for bills that would allow funding of Planned Parenthood was contingent on the Hyde Amendment being
included in bills. (Manchin has said his pro-life views
flow from his Catholic faith.)
Democrats didn’t include the Hyde Amendment in
the COVID-19 bill. Manchin voted with Republicans to
include Hyde in the legislation, but when the effort failed,
the senator voted for it without the Hyde amendment.
(Manchin’s office didn’t return a request for comment
on his decision to approve the bill without Hyde, but he
told National Review he hopes the amendment can be
added back in through the appropriations process.) His
vote upset pro-lifers like Hawkins from Students for Life.
She was also unhappy with Manchin’s vote to confirm
Secretary of Health and Human Services Xavier
Becerra—the former attorney general of California who
filed the felony charges against Daleiden for the undercover Planned Parenthood videos. Manchin said he
voted for Becerra because he believes he will uphold
the Hyde Amendment. But Becerra is only bound to
uphold Hyde if lawmakers continue to include it in
legislation: Biden and other Democrats have already
called for eliminating it long-term.
If Manchin is sometimes on a political island, he
does have at least some company in another Democratic
senator who manages to irritate both sides of the aisle:
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Sen. Kyrsten Sinema, D-Ariz., a 44-year-old with a penchant for brightly colored wigs and a hot pink shirt that
reads, “Dangerous Creature.”
That’s a moniker both parties might agree on.

S

INEMA CLIMBED THE POLITICAL LADDER

after a childhood in poverty and a strong
connection to the Mormon religion.
She graduated from the Mormon
Brigham Young University in two years
but no longer considers herself Mormon:
Sinema became the first member of Congress to declare no religious affiliation in a survey of
incoming lawmakers in 2013. She’s part of a growing
segment of Americans known as “nones.” She also made
history as the first openly bisexual senator.
It all makes Sinema seem like an unlikely candidate
for the moniker of “the Joe Manchin of the West,” but
it’s a label she doesn’t necessarily resist. After early
years of liberal political activism, including support
for Ralph Nader’s Green Party, Sinema drifted to the

CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES

Kyrsten Sinema arrives at the U.S. Capitol
for a vote on May 18, 2020.

center and found herself making friends—and sometimes common cause—with Republicans, including Sen.
Ted Cruz, R-Texas, and Sen. James Lankford, R-Okla.
Sinema has said she considers Cruz an ally on certain
legislation, and Lankford has said he doesn’t think
Democrats will be able to move Sinema away from her
opposition to ending the filibuster.
She’s rarely afraid to draw ire from Democratic
colleagues: When she recently showed up on the Senate
floor to vote against including a minimum wage increase
in the COVID-19 relief bill, Sinema literally gave a
thumbs-down to the proposal—a gesture that rankled
Democratic colleagues.
Last summer, Sinema appeared at a Brigham Young
religious freedom forum with Sen. Mike Lee, a Republican from Utah and a Mormon. Though Sinema doesn’t
claim a religious affiliation anymore, she spoke of the

EMAIL jdean@wng.org TWITTER @deanworldmag

importance of religious concerns being valid in the
public square. She recently joined a statement with a
handful of religious leaders calling for both LGBTQ
rights and religious liberty.
It’s unclear how Sinema would accomplish that,
particularly given that she co-sponsored the Equality
Act—legislation that would enshrine gender identity
into federal law. It also explicitly rejects the Religious
Freedom Restoration Act as a defense against claims
of discrimination for religious Americans not wanting
to participate in activities that violate their consciences.
Mary Hasson of the Ethics and Public Policy Center
says the Equality Act imposes a belief system about sexuality that doesn’t allow for exceptions: “So beliefs that
until literally a few years ago the vast majority of Americans subscribed to would all of a sudden be branded
as bigoted and discriminatory. … That’s a radical move.”
Among many other provisions, the Equality Act also
defines “public accommodations” for establishments
to include any public gathering, meaning churches
could find themselves in the crosshairs of lawsuits if
they’re accused of certain forms of discrimination.
The legislation also would add pregnancy and
related conditions to the definition of “sex” in the 1964
Civil Rights Act. “It suggests that this is going to be an
open door for people to claim that this protects someone’s right to have an abortion, and they can sue someone for failing to provide it or cover it in their insurance
plan,” Hasson said. (Manchin has said he couldn’t support the Equality Act as it’s written.)
Sinema’s office didn’t respond to a request for comment on how she would square the Equality Act with
her declared concerns for religious liberty. Some have
suggested legislation known as Fairness for All, but the
bill seems unlikely to get far: Conservatives like Hasson
say it doesn’t do enough to protect religious believers
in secular settings, and liberal activists have showed
little interest in its compromises.
For now, the only way the Equality Act likely could
pass is if the filibuster ends. That leaves Sinema and
Manchin as the very different buttresses on legislation
most Republicans oppose—at least for now.
A short-sighted push to eliminate the filibuster could
backfire quickly on Democrats, who could lose control
of the Senate after midterm elections in 2022. But that
hasn’t stopped at least one group from threatening to
push for primary challenges against Sinema and Manchin—who aren’t up for reelection until 2024.
In an email in February, a PAC called No Excuses
put out a call to supporters with a plea that may seem
like almost heaven to them but remains a tall order,
especially in West Virginia.
Invoking progressive Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez,
D-N.Y, the group urged, “Help us find the next AOC to
replace Manchin and Sinema.”
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WHEN SEX OFFENDERS AND OTHER EX-FELONS MEET CHRIST AND REPENT,
THEY POSE A DILEMMA FOR CHURCHES THAT WANT TO ACCEPT THEM BUT ALSO PROTECT
THEIR CONGREGATION. A FEW CHURCHES ARE RISING TO THE CHALLENGE
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orous grace
by DANIEL JAMES DEVINE and LIZ RIETH

photos by Sherrlyn Borkgren/Genesis

Pastor Clifford Jones (center) prays with
Patrick Alexander (left) and Ben Sanders,
two ex-offenders in his congregation.

Ben Sanders has a series of regrets.

The 67-year-old finish sander from Hillsboro, Ore., spent almost 25 years in prison or jail and 45 years on probation or parole. ¶ Growing up without a father at home, he got drunk for the first time while in seventh grade
and by age 19 was shooting methamphetamines regularly. He picked up a robbery conviction at age 20. ¶ That
isn’t the worst of it. Sanders is a registered sex offender. Two 1974 convictions for sex abuse and attempted rape,
and a 1998 conviction for sodomy, earned him years of prison and state supervision and an ignominious place
on Oregon’s Sex Offender Registry. Sanders is one of about 1,000 “Level 3” sex offenders the state considers high
risk: The state’s public website posts their names, mugshots, and crimes. ¶ When Sanders left prison in 2006,
the terms of his parole prohibited him from being anyplace families with children were present unless he had a
state-approved safety plan. That included Saturday farmers markets, fairs, family functions, and churches. ¶ But
one church welcomed him. Sonrise Church in Hillsboro, just west of Portland, had started a special service
ministering to ex-felons and registered sex offenders like Sanders. The service, called Light My Way, had a security team present and didn’t allow children on the premises. People like Sanders could attend without violating
parole. ¶ When Sanders first showed up at a friend’s invitation, he found the group to be small but friendly:
“They seemed to really care about a person.” ¶ Fifteen years later, Light My Way still meets at Sonrise every
Saturday afternoon. After moving online during the coronavirus outbreak, the service currently draws up to 40
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FAR LEFT: Ben Sanders. LEFT: Clifford Jones
leads a Light My Way service.

parole cannot legally attend a church,
synagogue, or mosque where children
may be present, without a safety plan
and a trained chaperone. The rule
applied to Ben Sanders, even though his
crimes were against adult women, not
children.
Even when sex offenders can legally
attend regular church services, the situation poses a conundrum for churches:
With a duty to protect their flock, should
they welcome registered sex offenders
to their public services? If so, how can
they safeguard children and former victims of abuse?
For churches that manage to engage
in such ministry safely, the results can
be life-changing.
Since his first visit to Light My Way
in 2006, Sanders has made a profession
of faith, been baptized, found a stable
job, found rental housing, gotten married, and told his story to a local TV news
station. Today he serves as a deacon at
Light My Way, sharing with other ex-offenders how Jesus changed him.
He’s not proud of his past, but he’s
thankful for what he does have. “I got a
life,” he says. “I’m a child of God.”

weekly in-person attendees, with other
viewers online.
Light My Way Pastor Clifford Jones,
who himself served time in prison for
armed robbery, describes the service this
way: “The ability to worship without
ostracization.”
Ministries like Light My Way are
extremely rare. Many churches have no
formal plan for how to handle a registered sex offender or ex-felon who might
wish to attend, much less a dedicated
ministry for such people.
Complicating the matter, each state
has different laws governing what a registered sex offender can and cannot do,
rules typically aimed at protecting children. In Oregon, a sex offender under

AN ESTIMATED 752,000 registered sex
offenders lived in the United States as of
2019. Depending on the state, authorities
may place people on a registry for
offenses ranging from indecent exposure
to incest to rape. The offense often marks
persons for life, restricting where they
can live and go.
According to a 2010 study by Christianity Today International, about 20
percent of church leaders knew of at least
one convicted sex offender who was
attending or was a member of their
church. But 80 percent of respondents
agreed sex offenders who have legally
paid for their crimes should be welcomed
into churches.
Not all churches have policies in place
to accommodate sex offenders, though.
And many do not appear eager to discuss
them.
WORLD called or emailed the 12 largest churches listed on Outreach Maga-

zine’s 2020 list of U.S. megachurches. Of
those, one church said it had a policy
addressing whether registered sex
offenders could attend, but it did not
return calls seeking more detail. A staff
pastor at another church said she didn’t
believe it had any such policy in place.
A third church declined to comment. The
remaining churches did not respond to
WORLD’s queries.
James Gleason, the Sonrise Church
pastor who started Light My Way in 2014,
understands why few churches host such
ministries: “Frankly, it’s a risk.”
For one thing, neighbors worry about
safety and likely won’t be thrilled a local
church is hosting sex offenders. When the
Light My Way service first began, neighbors complained and called a community
meeting in an attempt to shut it down.
(Support from local police and corrections officials helped keep it running.)
There’s also a strong social stigma
attached to sex offenders. After Sonrise
began its worship service welcoming sex
offenders and ex-felons, some congregants were so appalled they left the
church. “It’s almost like the Old Testament, the leper,” said Jones, the Light
My Way pastor. “He’s got to tell everybody, ‘I’m a sex offender.’”
Only a fraction of Light My Way
attendees are registered sex offenders,
according to Sonrise. The others include
ex-offenders guilty of nonsexual crimes,
or nonoffenders who participate in the
ministry. At a typical service, attendees
arrive early for a potluck meal, where
leaders and volunteers sit and talk with
them. Then they gather in an auditorium,
sing worship songs, and listen to a sermon. (Under pandemic safety rules, the
potluck is on hiatus, and attendees have
worn masks and kept socially distanced.)
“We give that opportunity for sex
offenders to be able to come and experience worship, a life-changing word
from God, and be transformed and
changed and truly rehabilitated,” said
Jones. “If you don’t have access to the
house of God for a sinner, I don’t think
we’re doing the heart of God.”
ACCESS TO THE HOUSE OF GOD, however,
comes with a host of legal complications.
WORLD asked several lawyers and
other legal experts how churches should
0 5.08.2 1
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handle registered sex offenders who want
to attend public services. They offered
various views: Some said churches should
welcome many offenders with appropriate safeguards. Others suggested
churches were better off ministering to
offenders outside of their regular services. All agreed churches need advance
policies in place to handle such scenarios
and protect the congregation from a
potential predator.
Sex offender laws are rooted in the
knowledge that molesters are often
repeat offenders, said Mike Sloan, director of safeguarding at the organization
GRACE, or Godly Response to Abuse in
the Christian Environment. Many offenders already have a history of sexual
offenses when caught the first time.
Offenders can be deceptive and may
groom church leaders to trust them by
appearing to be “redeemed,” he said.
50
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Leaders may struggle to discern between
deception and true repentance.
“You need deeper training and better
skills to be able to understand when you
are being manipulated,” Sloan said. “It
takes real work, an investment, to do this
well. … We owe it to children, and Jesus
calls us to do that.”
When offenders do manipulate
churches, tragedies can happen: In February 2020, 55-year-old Lavelle Mayfield
received a sentence of 25 years in prison
for creating photos and videos showing
his sexual abuse of a 16-year-old girl he
met in a Virginia church. He had three
previous convictions–1994, 1995, and
1999—for sexual assault against minors,
according to The Virginian-Pilot. After
his release from prison in 2011, Mayfield
began attending Providence United
Church of Christ in Chesapeake, where
he met the victim.

How likely is a sex offender to re-offend? Researchers have attempted to
answer that question, but the results vary
based on factors including the type of
offender, the time period studied, and
the researchers’ definition of recidivism.
Roger Przybylski, director of research
at Justice Research and Statistics Association, addressed the question in a 2015
research brief for the U.S. Department
of Justice, “Recidivism of Adult Sexual
Offenders.” He cited rates from different
studies: One found a repeat rate of 5 percent for offenders in 15 states over three
years. Another analysis, using research
from multiple studies, found the rate to
be 24 percent over 15 years, with the
highest rate among child molesters who
targeted boys. (Such rates are ultimately
an underestimate, Przybylski noted,
because many re-offenses go unreported.)

In a more recent government study
of more than 7,000 registered sex offenders in Washington state, 13 percent were
arrested for a new sex offense in the 15
years following their initial registration.
Some experts do believe it’s possible
to welcome registered sex offenders into
a church safely, with proper safeguards
and supervision. Some denominations,
like the United Methodist Church and
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America, have posted to their websites
guidance for churches dealing with sex
offenders. The Southern Baptist Convention has published a hiring safety guide
for its churches.
At least one large Southern Baptist
church, the Summit Church in Durham,
N.C., has adopted a formal attendance
policy addressing sex offenders. Created
in 2016, the policy allows registered sex
offenders to attend services under a set
of restrictions, explained Brad Hambrick,
the church’s pastor of counseling.
Key rules from Summit’s policy
include: A mentor must accompany the
offender at all times during the service,
including visits to the restroom. The
offender may not participate in or be
near the children’s ministry under any
circumstance. Additionally, the offender
must sign a release of information form
allowing Summit leadership to be aware
of the offender’s rehabilitative progress.
Hambrick said church leaders crafted
the restrictions with North Carolina’s
laws in mind and with input from local
law enforcement, parole officers, and
lawyers—all important partners for a
church engaging in such ministry.
W H E N C H U R C H E S F I N D the right
approach, they can help people find life
change in Christ. Sonrise hosts the Light
My Way service on Saturday in a separate
part of the building, with security teams
in place and signs marking off the area
for people 18 and older.
Sonrise has established a good relationship with local corrections officials.
At the Washington County Community
Corrections Center, a custody facility
that helps transitions to independence
and employment, residents can obtain
special passes to attend the Light My Way
service. The residents ride a light rail
train to a stop one block from the church,
EMAIL editor@wng.org TWITTER @WORLD_mag

and Light My Way leaders mark their
passes to record their attendance.
The system has worked well, although
Sonrise leaders once had to intervene
after some attendees’ wives or girlfriends
tried to arrange conjugal visits and smuggle drugs to them during the service.
(Security cameras now help keep watch.)
Light My Way leaders often help
attendees find housing and jobs—a hurdle for ex-prisoners with little money
and criminal records. Sonrise allows
some offenders to attend services with
the larger Sonrise congregation, provided they follow safety protocols and
their parole officer and therapist agree.
Light My Way served as inspiration
for another adults-only church in Oregon, Free on the Outside in Oregon City.
According to Pastor Mike Cross, con-

“IF YOU DON’T
HAVE ACCESS TO
THE HOUSE OF GOD
FOR A SINNER,
I DON’T THINK
WE’RE DOING THE
HEART OF GOD.”

victed of a misdemeanor sex offense
involving a teenage girl around three
decades ago, the church welcomes everyone, regardless of conviction history.
Kenny Ricketts, 61, remembers when
he first attended Free on the Outside in
2015, after spending 36 years in prison
on two homicide convictions. He was
already living in housing provided by
Free on the Outside’s recovery housing
ministry. Someone had invited him to
another local church, but he decided not
to attend after learning he would be
required to stick to the back of the
church and speak to no one.
At Cross’ invitation, Ricketts showed
up instead at Free on the Outside’s Thursday evening 12-step recovery service.
What happened there shocked him: After
Cross introduced Ricketts and other new
members, the approximately 40 adults
at the church stood up and began to clap.
Their applause welcoming the new members continued for several minutes, Ricketts said. When the service finished,
people shook his hand and talked with
him.
“I was so unprepared for that. It just
blew me away,” he said. “Everybody gets
a full welcome like that—welcome home.”
At Light My Way, Sanders felt welcomed, but he says he attended for several
years before truly becoming a follower of
Jesus. A turning point came in 2011, the
same year church leaders made him confess to his parole officer that he’d been
drinking in his room—a parole violation.
He has since given up alcohol, he said.
Pastor Gleason, who befriended him
and would take him out for coffee and
lunch, was a big influence.
“He talked to me. He told me he loved
me. When I got my first housing, he
bought me some towels and a clothes
hamper,” Sanders says. “He talked to me
in more detail about what Christ was
about.” Later, he was baptized, and Gleason officiated at his wedding.
Sanders is off parole now, although
he’ll remain on the sex registry for life.
“I’ve been doing good,” he said. “It
helps being married.”
Now, he tries to offer his friendship
and guidance to new attendees, telling
them his history and what God has done
for him: “I just plant the seed and let
them see the changes in me.”
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AN EXODUS

An African immigrant
stands with a child in
Brampton, Ontario.

Young, skilled workers
are leaving Nigeria as
the country battles
violence, mass
abductions, and
economic instability
BY ONIZE OHIKERE IN
ABUJA, NIGERIA
PHOTO BY SAMUEL WIREDU APPIAH

FROM AFRICA
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GLOBAL PANDEMIC RESTRICTIONS WERE JUST
BEGINNING E A RLY L AST Y E A R W HEN MIMI
EMMANUEL LEFT LAGOS, NIGERIA, FOR ONTARIO,
CANADA. RESETTLEMENT PROGRAMS FOR NEW
IMMIGRANTS LIKE HER HAD SUSPENDED INPERSON SESSIONS BECAUSE OF THE PANDEMIC.
But Emmanuel, in her 20s, navigated
a new culture and embarked on a new
life. She learned the bus system after
missing her stop once and riding the
entire route. Once while shopping at a
store, a kid yelled, “She’s black.” Emmanuel stayed in one room at a family friend’s
apartment and had already applied for
and scheduled a job interview for three
days after she arrived. She got the job
the same day.
In Nigeria, Emmanuel had studied
law and passed the country’s bar exam
in 2015. She later completed her Master
of Business Administration degree and
worked at different law firms and on the
legal team of a financial firm. But she
said she lacked the “godfathers” and
connections required to advance. So, she
says the trade-offs of coming to work
lower-wage jobs in Canada were worth
it. She picked up another low-paying job
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and settled into her own apartment.
“For me, it was pretty straightforward. Even though they are minimum
wage jobs, I still make a lot more than I
made in Nigeria, and I’m able to afford
my needs,” she said.
Canada has long served as a haven
for Africans fleeing conflict and unrest
at home. But Emmanuel is one of the
growing number of young Nigerian economic migrants traveling more than
5,000 miles to restart their lives. In 2019,
Nigeria accounted for 12,595 immigrant
arrivals in Canada—the fourth-highest
country and the highest from Africa.
Canada’s Express Entry visa system especially appeals to young, skilled, and educated Nigerians seeking alternatives to
their home country’s economic and security woes, many of them willing to trade
career setbacks for a better future. The
ongoing exodus has left Nigeria—Africa’s

most populous country—grappling for
remedies to the ongoing brain drain in
a country already facing economic and
societal instabilities.
Canada launched the Express Entry
system in 2015 to encourage skilled workers to take jobs in less populated regions.
The process uses a competitive ranking
system that gives points to applicants
based on their age, education level, work
experience, language proficiency, and
ties to the country. Those who make adequate scores then receive invitations to
apply for permanent residency. Australia
and Britain have adopted similar systems.
Emmanuel first heard about the system in 2017 when she reconnected with
a high-school classmate who had already
relocated to Canada: “You could see the
clear difference, what he was able to
achieve here given the environment and
how it encourages you to thrive.” Mean-

while in Nigeria, “I had the work experience, I had the degrees, but it still
wasn’t going to make the way for me.”
NIGERIAN STUDENTS and skilled work-

ers have been leaving for the United
States and Europe as far back as the
1970s in search of better opportunities.
By 2018, more than 375,000 Nigerians
were residing in the United States,
accounting for nearly 1 percent of the
country’s foreign-born population.
Now, Nigeria’s economic and security
instability is fueling another exit, with
Canada as a prime destination. In a 2018
Pew Research Center study, 45 percent
of Nigerians polled said they planned to
move to another country within the next
five years. They cited violence, jobs, education, and reuniting families as reasons
for leaving.
TEMILADE ADELAJA/REUTERS

People in the departure wing of the
Murtala Mohammed International Airport
in Lagos, Nigeria, in March 2020

In October, Nigerian security forces
killed at least 56 people during youth-led
protests against police brutality—sparking more conversations among young
Nigerians about leaving the country.
Different regions of the country are
battling Islamist insurgency, armed
attacks, and kidnappings for ransom. In
the fourth quarter of 2020, Nigeria’s
National Bureau of Statistics recorded a
42.5 percent unemployment rate and 21
percent underemployment among young
Nigerians ages 15-34.
Chinedu Amadi, a mechatronics engineer in Abuja who has already started
working on his Canadian immigration
application, pointed to Nigeria’s lack of
investment into research and develop-

ment in innovative sectors like artificial
intelligence.
The country also lacks a reliable power
grid, he added. Jonathan Phillips, director
of the Energy Access Project at Duke University, told NPR in 2019 that Nigeria has
one-fifth of the total power supply of
North Carolina, although the country has
20 times the state’s population.
IT’S NO ACCIDENT that so many Nigerians are choosing Canada as a destination. The country offers more affordable
tuition for foreign students and poststudy opportunities for graduates. The
number of Nigerian students attending
Canadian institutions increased from
2,825 in 2009 to 11,985 in 2019.
Canada’s not just attracting students
and young professionals: Last year, Nigeria recorded the highest number of people
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seeking refugee protection in Canada,
followed by Mexico, Iran, and Haiti.
Other Africans are also choosing Canada. Eritrea ranked as the second-highest African nation from which immigrants
arrived in 2019, accounting for 7,025 new
immigrants. Canada has also accepted
thousands of Eritrean refugees from
Israel and Sudan, where they initially
sought refuge after running from persecution and a repressive government.
More than 60,000 people in Canada
reported Somali origins, according to
the 2016 National Census. In 2017, Somali
immigrant Ahmed Hussen, who fled war
to Canada in 1993, began a two-year stint
as Canada’s immigration minister.
In October, current Immigration Minister Marco Mendicino outlined Canada’s
immigration plan for the next three
years, which could welcome more than
1.2 million immigrants by 2023. In 2021
alone, Mendicino said the government
would approve up to 401,000 permanent
residents, including 232,500 economic
migrants.
“Canadians understand that newcomers are playing an outsized role in stepping up to fill some of our most acute
labor shortages and that growing our
population is imperative if we want to
leverage the advantages we have and keep
Canada competitive on the world stage.”
If Canada’s goal is to look to foreign
workers, other African countries may be
prime targets too. The same Pew study
that found 45 percent of Nigerians plan
to leave in the next five years also found
that 24 percent of Tunisians and 19 percent of Kenyans also plan to leave their
countries in the same timespan. In 2018,
Pew reported that more than 1 million
sub-Saharan Africans had migrated to
Europe in 2010, and nearly half a million
had moved to the United States since
then.
But migration to the United States
has waned since. Emmanuel opted to
move to Canada over the United States
because of Canada’s more Africa-friendly
policies. On Jan. 31, 2020, the United
States added six new countries, including
Nigeria, to a travel ban, barring pathways
to permanent immigration. The Biden
administration reversed the decision
nearly a year later, but young Nigerians
like Emmanuel still remain wary, point56
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ing to ongoing conversations about policing in the United States: “I don’t want to
end up being a target for anything. I just
want to stay where I am and be safe.”
With eyes fixed on Canada, she took
the standardized International English
Language Testing System (IELTS) exam,
completed the required medical tests and
criminal background checks, and filled
out the Express Entry application. Her
family also pooled resources to provide
the $12,960 proof of funds she needed to
show she could support herself.
It took about six months to get word
on her application. Emmanuel woke up
to texts from friends also expecting an
update, asking her to check her email.
“I got it. I was too happy.”
OTHER NIGERIANS who relocated successfully to Canada have set up YouTube
accounts to offer advice on the application process and on adjusting to life in
Canada.
After moving from London (in the
United Kingdom) to London (in southwestern Ontario), Osariemen Opaluwa
started uploading her YouTube videos
during the height of the coronavirus
lockdowns. She had her first baby in
December 2019 and was still on maternity leave when pandemic restrictions
heightened in March 2020.
Without much to do, she binged on
YouTube videos and discovered an audience for her immigration story among
other Nigerians also seeking a way out.
She now has more than 2,000 subscribers: “I started to capitalize on it and give
out more information.”
Opaluwa said Canada was always a
long-term plan for her and her husband.
They zeroed in on it after her husband’s
company in the United Kingdom declared
bankruptcy, forcing them to return to
Nigeria: “We just knew we were not ready
to stay in a country and be illegal.”
Her husband got a job at the local
Christian broadcasting network while
she worked a sales role at a bank. When
a family friend suggested they look into
the Express Entry process, they decided

to give it a try. Her husband’s IELTS
score, master’s degree, and work experience in information technology were
enough to get them in.
In September 2018, they received the
email confirming their application was
successful.
“I just got down on my knees and
started worshipping,” Opaluwa said.
They arrived in Toronto two months
later and stayed at an Airbnb while trying to decide where to settle. The Syrian
businessman who owned the house
offered advice on workplaces and best
locations for immigrants, and they
moved two hours away to London.
The couple settled into a routine but
had a hard time finding a church that felt
like home. They continued to watch services from their Nigerian church online
until they found one in Hamilton, more
than an hour’s drive away.
“I believe if we were planted in a
church, at least we would have had
friends or people who can reach out to
let me know I’m not going through this

LEFT: A man in Nigeria raises his fist in protest
against oppression. RIGHT: Osariemen
Opaluwa plays with her daughter at the park.
NIGERIA: BENSON IBEABUCHI/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES; OPALUWA: HANDOUT

IN 2018, NIGERIA
RECEIVED
$23.63 BILLION
IN FOREIGN
REMITTANCES,
MAKING UP
6.1 PERCENT OF
THE COUNTRY’S
GROSS DOMESTIC
PRODUCT.

EMAIL oohikere@wng.org TWITTER @onize_ohiks

alone, because I had a very terrible first
trimester,” Opaluwa said.
Despite the difficulties and living far
away from family and comfort food, Opaluwa views the process as worthwhile.
“You can see my life is really a testimony,”
she said, laughing.
BACK IN NIGERIA, questions about
Express Entry remain common conversation among young Nigerians. The exodus’s impact at home is also growing:
The country of 200 million people only
has about 74,000 registered doctors,
according to the Medical and Dental
Council of Nigeria.
A 2018 NOI Polls report said about
88 percent of Nigerian doctors said they
were seeking opportunities abroad, citing low work satisfaction and poor salaries among the reasons. In October,
Nigerian Health Minister Osagie Ehanire
said the government would work to
resolve the “brain drain” of physicians
leaving to work in other countries.

Opaluwa still has family in Nigeria
and acknowledged that not everyone can
afford to relocate. She admitted Nigeria
is benefiting from foreign remittances—
Nigerians in other countries sending
money back to family in Nigeria—with a
growing population abroad.
In 2018, Nigeria received $23.63 billion in foreign remittances, making up
6.1 percent of the country’s gross domestic product. Financial analysts estimate
the figure could rise by nearly $6 billion
this year.
Despite the benefits, the migrant
movement should serve as a wake-up call
for Nigerian leaders to take more decisive
steps in improving services at home,
Opaluwa said.
“For those people [leaving], it’s the
fact that there’s an assurance they have
that, when they come to Canada, at least
their children would enjoy the best education, their family is safe and secure,”
she explained. “They’re taking the best
of the best from our countries, and I
think our leaders are still sleeping.” 
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DOWN AND OUT
IN AUSTIN
HOW READILY CAN A BLUE-COLLAR TEXAS JOB SEEKER
FIND WORK IN A POST-PANDEMIC WORLD?
BY MARVIN OLASKY
Illustrations by Krieg Barrie
PART 1 OF A SERIES

WHEN I WAS 22, I SPENT 10 DAYS SLEEPING MAINLY IN HOMELESS SHELTERS
in San Francisco. When I was 39, I meandered through Washington
for two days posing as a homeless man to learn about the free food,
clothing, and medication that kindhearted folks offered. ¶ Now
that I’m 70, I need others to be my street-level eyes and ears, so I
recruited a 30-year-old unemployed Texan who has just recovered
from COVID-19 to answer this question: If you’ve lost your job, how
do you get another? To protect his privacy, let’s call him “Charlie”
after the first man George Orwell quotes extensively in his 1933
book Down and Out in Paris and London. ¶ Charlie started by using
his cell phone to scan online ads for jobs at craigslist.org. He owns
a truck and thought a job delivering auto parts that could make
him up to $2,250 per week looked good. He immediately called the
number in the ad and—counter to his experience with government
agencies—found himself talking with the employer, who sounded
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professional and asked him to come to
an interview.
Charlie drove to a strip center in East
Austin near tents erected by homeless
people. He walked into a building lobby
with multiple tables and 6-feet-apart
spots on the floor. The only person in the
lobby was 55-year-old Bobby, the potential employer, who explained the job:
deliver from warehouses to dealerships
everything from nuts and bolts to
engines, with pay depending on routes
that could be up to 200 miles.
The trick was to make sure the part
was exactly what the dealers specified:
Any error would mean no pay. Sometimes
one side or the other would get things
wrong; sometimes the parts would not
be immediately available. Income of
$2,250 per week? That’s if everything
goes perfectly. Realistic income, given
all the wear and tear on Charlie’s truck,
which already has 100,000-plus miles
on it: maybe several hundred dollars per
week. Bobby offered a $50 gas card as a
“signing bonus.” Charlie said no.

OTHER EXPERIENCES LED CHARLIE to give

up on Craigslist. Charlie decided to
depend on personal contacts. His hobby
is riding a motorcycle, and a fellow rider
who owns a locksmith company offered
him a job saving people who have locked
themselves out of their cars or homes.
Upside: potentially lucrative. Downside:
on call from 7 a.m. to midnight, six days
a week. Charlie is separated from his wife
and has a 4-year-old son, so the hours
did not seem workable.
Plus, Charlie’s no angel: He’s smart
and articulate but doesn’t like taking
orders. Bosses who work with unskilled
laborers get used to being gruff. His fellow motorcyclist, a short man with a loud
voice, barked the job offer: “You see all
the stuff I got? You see how I’m living?”
When Charlie did not respond with envy,
next came the dismissive “If it’s not for
you, it’s not for you. If you can’t do it,
we’re done.”
Charlie does know how to do lots of
things: He’s worked on a ranch and in a
plant store, has dug backyard ponds and
filled soda machines, has taken care of
dogs and classic cars that needed body
work. So when a friend’s mom’s boyfriend
offered him a job that required him to
60
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pick up in Austin a heavy Versa-Vac machine that sucks out
old insulation, drive it to a job site in San Antonio, and spend
the next day working it, Charlie knew he could handle it.
What he didn’t like was the disorganization. The rental
company didn’t have the equipment ready. By the time a
forklift loaded it onto Charlie’s truck, the friend’s mom’s
boyfriend said it was too late to start work that day, so
come the next day. Charlie had to unload the Versa-Vac,
just using muscle. He got up in the dark the next morning,
loaded the machine, and headed 70 miles south, arriving
at 7 a.m. at a nice house in a nice neighborhood with a
Tesla in the driveway.
Charlie then worked all day, with the friend’s mom’s
boyfriend—who wore a straw hat, cargo shorts, and leather
boots with yellow laces—supervising. At day’s end the
boyfriend, with money folded under his hand, walked over
to Charlie, handed him the cash, and said, “Don’t say anything, it’s fair.” It was $200 for those two days of effort that
included the expense of driving a heavy truck. It should
have been $350, but Central Texas is now a buyer’s market

with “participation trophies” and the
phoniness of social media where people
can fake accomplishments.

TO GET OUT OF HIS RUT, what does Char-

WHAT DO THE
INSTITUTIONS
THAT PURPORT
TO HELP PEOPLE
IN CHARLIE’S
SITUATION
NEED TO DO?

for unskilled labor, with no written contracts and no
recourse for the laborers.
How about a job without a boss? Charlie downloaded
an app and is going out nights with a friend picking up
electric scooters that need recharging. Charlie supplies his
truck, on which he can fit up to 39 scooters, and his friend
the chargers: They split the $14 per recharged and returned
scooter, so a night’s work can be lucrative, and they get
paid via the app without human contact. Charlie also sees
Austin life at 3 a.m., including the sight of two stereotypical “drunken frat boys” riding a scooter together down
the middle of the road.
Is that something on which to build a career? Probably
not, but job hunting has made an already cynical Charlie
more cynical. He sees bosses taking advantage of people
near the bottom of the job-hunting ladder: promising big
money, paying only when the job’s done, not acknowledging the value of good work or taking into account travel
costs and time. On the other hand, Charlie says the people
he works with are often lazy and stupid, having grown up

lie need to do? What do the institutions
that purport to help people in Charlie’s
situation need to do? A quarter of a century ago, when I did a bit of informal
advising on welfare reform for Texas Gov.
George W. Bush, Texas welfare-to-work
programs were a bureaucratic mess.
Reformers created the Texas Workforce
Commission (TWC) with the goal of
decentralizing and privatizing through
development of local boards that would
invite church-based programs to participate.
The goal was not to have poor individuals traipse from office to office, but
to give them challenging and personal
help that might also be spiritual, if individuals showed interest in such help. In
1996 my friend Wayne Slater of The Dallas Morning News interviewed Gov. Bush,
who told him, “It’s a local system, onestop shopping that’s consumer friendly
[with] a myriad of service providers, not
just one single government provider.”
Slater and a co-author wrote that “the
governor’s dream … goes like this”:
An indigent person with a young
child walks into an office. Maybe it’s a
private job-referral center. Maybe it’s a
church. The man behind the desk … talks
to the client about past work and family.
He tests reading skills. If the client is
qualified for one of the job openings
listed in his regional computer files, the
client is sent straight over. In any case,
he offers whatever the client needs to get
and keep a job.
I knew that dream because it was also
my dream, and the governor and I talked
about it from 1995 to 1999. In that latter
year I took a look at the text of a speech
he was about to give in Indianapolis that
laid out the vision of “compassionate conservatism.” The history he offered was
true: “In the past, presidents have declared
war on poverty and promised to create a
great society. But these grand gestures
and honorable aims were frustrated. They
have become a warning, not an example.
We found that government can spend
money, but it can’t put hope in our hearts
or a sense of purpose in our lives.”
0 5.08.2 1
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He spoke about our “belief that no
one is finally a failure or a victim, because
everyone is the child of a loving and merciful God—a God who counts our tears
and lifts our head.” He proposed a new
public policy: “Resources should be
devolved, not just to states, but to charities and neighborhood healers.” He
offered a specific mechanism to make
that happen: “We will provide for charity tax credits. … Individuals will choose
who conducts this war on poverty—and
their support won’t be filtered through
layers of governmental officials.”
In Texas, Bush had supported the
efforts of a moderate Democrat, Texas
Comptroller John Sharp, creator in 1996
of Family Pathfinders. These were
countywide programs that could enlist
churches and other community groups
to mentor poor adults aspiring to escape
poverty, not just stay in it. Leaders relied
on contributions and looked forward to
charity tax credits helping out. But Team
Bush, once installed in Washington,
abandoned the tax credit idea. Only one
of 20 county Family Pathfinder programs
survived.
I also knew Larry Temple, who starting in 1996 led the TWC for 20 years as
its director of welfare reform and then
executive director. Ten years ago Temple
testified in Washington at a Senate
Finance Committee hearing about the
Texas Back to Work hiring initiative,
which earned the U.S. Department of
Labor’s “best practices award” in 2010.
He described Texas CARES (Career Alternatives Resource Evaluation System)
Online as “a multi-media career information system designed to help address
education and career exploration.”
The acronym CARES was a link to the
compassionate conservative dream, but
the death of community groups sent job
seekers once again to government offices.
At least the idea of personal help
remained: That “multi-media career
information system” could get seekers
started, and they could then encounter
the human being who “talks to the client
about past work and family” and “offers
whatever the client needs to get and keep
a job.”
Ten years later, Texas CARES Online
no longer exists: I put that in my search
engine and “Texas CARES Cat Adoption
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WITH SO MUCH
DONE BY
COMPUTER,
WHAT HAPPENS
TO A PERSON
WHO DOESN’T
HAVE ONE?

and Rescue” came up first. But the Texas Workforce Commission remains, now with website pages titled “WorkInTexas.com” and “My Texas Career.” James Bernsen, TWC’s
deputy director of communications, said “most of our
people apply for benefits online,” but “some issues with the
large volume during COVID” have been hard to fix, since
in 10 months TWC had to handle “seven years of unemployment claims,” and has also been busy fighting fraud.

CHARLIE DOESN’T HAVE A COMPUTER, so I went online to see

how other job-seekers might proceed through WorkInTexas.
com. I registered and then worked my way through a long
series of forms concerning demographics, finances, education, employment, resumé preparation, and whether or not
I only want “green opportunities.” The site, which I tried
getting onto with both Safari and Chrome, is slow and glitchy.
I repeatedly had to sign in and check reCAPTCHA boxes to
prove I’m not a robot, but the website did not reciprocate.
I filled out the eight sections of the resumé by listing only
one school under education and one job under employment.

I offered one-word answers for “honors and activities” (“baseball”) and “additional information” (“patriotic”) and did not
list any references. Would WorkInTexas.com point out problems? No. It sent me this note: “Congratulations, you are
now a Smart Seeker. Employers prefer Smart Seekers
because it ensures they are viewing quality candidates. You
earned this designation by completing your profile, creating a full resumé, and actively seeking employment.” Really?
The website included an invitation to “chat with us,”
so I replied and received this message: “Hi, I’m Larry, the
Texas Workforce Commission’s Virtual Assistant. … How
can I help you today?” When I said my goal was full-time
work, Larry offered a warning: “If you return to work fulltime, you are no longer eligible to receive any unemployment benefits, even if you have a balance remaining on
your claim.” Could I talk with a human being? Larry offered
the opportunity “to sign up for electronic correspondence
or TWC COVID-19 email updates.”
Foolishly, I hadn’t realized that WorkInTexas.com’s
“personalized job matching” means following a computer
EMAIL molasky@wng.org TWITTER @MarvinOlasky

program. The site did not give me a
phone number to call, but Larry let me
go to the “External Contact Request System.” There I filled out a form and chose
a reason for contact from the following:
“Payment questions … fraud or identity
questions … claim questions … wages or
earnings questions,” and so on. At the
end, “other.” Nothing specifically about
jobs. Three days later, I had received no
reply.
Maybe that’s all irrelevant to computer-less Charlies, who are more likely to
go on their cell phones to the WorkIn
Texas app. I tried it but soon saw why it
has a 2 (out of 5) star user rating, with
messages like “It crashes a lot,” “It’s frustrating cuz I’m spending time trying to
log in when I suppose to be looking for
work to do,” “It has never worked since
I’ve downloaded it.”
I went to the My Texas Career website
and saw it recommended a second app,
My TX Career, but it seemed abandoned.
Each time I tried it over several days I
just encountered ads for NBA 2K Mobile
Basketball, Vig It (sports betting), WWE
Super Card—Rule the Ring: not exactly
where the jobless can most profitably be
spending time and money.
I then tried five times via my cell
phone on Safari to log in to WorkInTexas.
com with the user name and password I
had established via computer. Each time
I received this message: “An error has
occurred. … The administrator has been
notified and the error will be addressed
as soon as possible.” Three days later I
was still unable to log in. I later learned
that TWC chose “Larry” as the name for
its virtual assistant to honor former executive director Larry Temple after he died
in 2019. Maybe he’s the administrator.

IN MID-APRIL Charlie was still picking

up electric scooters at night and looking
haphazardly for a job with regular hours
and regular pay. He could use help from
WorkInTexas.com so he could develop
“My Texas Career.” Sadly, impersonal
websites seemingly designed by Franz
Kafka leave the impression that “compassionate conservatism” peaked a long
time ago in a galaxy far, far away. 
—Part 2 this summer will look at further adventures in governmental help and the surviving
private alternatives
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Radio: You can take it with you.

Sound journalism for your speakers
Are you an NPR fan who’d prefer a Christian perspective? This toprated, daily news program called The World and Everything in It
might be your thing.

Ever wish you were a proverbial fly on the wall in a room full of
thought leaders and newsmakers? Try Listening In with
Warren Smith.

Is your home library filled with dusty tomes? Do you own more
than one blazer with elbow patches? You might be able to keep
up with the Olasky Interview.

Are you on a first-name basis with the staff of your local rescue
mission? Do friends and colleagues often ask you to join the
boards of nonprofits? Effective Compassion seems like a good fit.
Can you name all of the Supreme Court justices? Have you
thought about taking the LSAT? Listening to Legal Docket
is a much more engaging way to understand the U.S.
legal system.

Listen to the latest episodes on
your favorite podcast app and at wng.org/radio.

NOTEBOOK
L i fe s t y l e

Med i ci n e

PREGNANCY CARE
AND HEART CARE

Sports

The past three decades have seen a shift in
the reasons women seek abortions, but pro-life
workers still help many choose life
by Leah Hickman

PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER CAPOZZIELLO/GENESIS

AFTER TAMMY HAYWARD found out she
was pregnant in 2017, she drove an hour
south from her home in Leesburg, Fla.,
to an Orlando abortion clinic to get the
abortion pill. But the facility did not
accept Medicaid, so in the parking lot
she frantically googled places to get an
abortion. She ended up calling the
Pregnancy and Family Care Center in
Leesburg.
Tammy Hayward with her daughter Bella
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L i fe s t y l e

Director Wanda Kohn picked up the
phone and, after hearing her predicament, urged Hayward to stop by since
the center was on her way home. She
agreed.
In the center’s counseling room, Hayward told her story: She already had
three children over the age of 10. The
pregnancy made her feel sick day and
night, and she was struggling financially
while trying to hold down an office job
and a part-time position at Red Lobster.
The baby’s father was unemployed and
addicted to drugs. Plus, she was 41 years
old and afraid of having another miscarriage. In her mind, it was not a good time
to have another baby.
Hayward’s story reflects the attitude
Kohn sees in many women who come to
her pregnancy center nowadays: They
only see the reasons why they can’t continue their pregnancies and believe those
reasons excuse their decision to abort.
Kohn—WORLD’s 2007 Daniel of the
Year—believes it reflects a heart issue
where they value their own wisdom over
God’s. This is a shift from the past, when
many women sought abortions due to the
stigma of getting pregnant out of wedlock.
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ABORTION IS
JUST A SYMPTOM
OF A PROBLEM
WITH THE HEART.

Kohn would know—that was the situation she found herself in at age 17,
when she had her own abortion to avoid
the embarrassment of her parents and
community finding out about her pregnancy. At the time, she couldn’t see far
enough past her present crisis to understand that one day she would regret her
decision.
Twelve years later, in 1989, Kohn
began volunteering with the Pregnancy
and Family Care Center. In the 1980s and
’90s, many women came to the center
for pregnancy tests. Now that women

can buy pregnancy tests for $5 at a local
convenience store, women often come
for the center’s ultrasound referrals.
“When I first started volunteering, it
was a scared little girl who didn’t know
what to do, and you’re offering her
maternity homes,” Kohn said. But today,
women just “don’t want anyone telling
[them] what to do. … In a decision to end
the life of their baby, these women are
feeling like they’re justified.”
During Hayward’s visit, Kohn showed
her a box of tiny rubber baby models
illustrating the baby’s stages of growth.
She urged Hayward to look beyond her
temporary concerns and to allow God to
work through this unplanned pregnancy.
After meeting with Kohn, Hayward
told her employer she was pregnant and
was considering an abortion. The company offered to pay for her abortion since
Medicaid wouldn’t cover it. But she continued visiting Kohn at the pregnancy
center, and the image of those tiny rubber babies stuck in her mind.
Two and a half weeks later, Hayward
turned down her employer’s offer. She
had decided to keep her baby.
Hayward also started volunteering at
the center, and she and her 11-year-old
daughter attended Bible studies there.
On weekends, they joined Kohn and her
husband for services at First Baptist
Church of Leesburg, the church that
started the pregnancy center. Her daughter got baptized. A few months later,
Hayward welcomed her daughter Bella
into the world.
“[Kohn] let me know how the Bible
sees things,” Hayward said. Kohn helped
her understand that taking her baby’s
life was not her choice to make and that
she was accountable to God for whatever
she did.
Kohn said she often talks to her clients about God, explaining the gospel
and telling them God cares about them
and their babies. “You don’t have to like
the fact that you’re pregnant. You can be
mad,” she tells them. But, as long as they
come before God with a teachable heart
and with a desire to keep their babies,
“God starts working.”
“In a lot of these cases, the problem
isn’t abortion,” she added. “Abortion is
just a symptom of a problem with the
heart.”
PHOTO BY CHRISTOPHER CAPOZZIELLO/GENESIS
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SEEKING
THE SILVER LINING

COVID-19 has been a nightmare, but the pandemic
has also resulted in a reduced flu season, expanded telemedicine,
and the growth of RNA-based vaccines
by Charles Horton, M.D.

T

HE PANDEMIC HAS TOUCHED EVERYONE in the last year:
Whether they suffered from the virus itself or from the
restrictions put in place to protect from it—or both—everyone’s life changed. Lockdowns and dramatic swings in
consumer demand battered the economy, isolation made
the lonely even lonelier, and mundane activities took on
an air of adventure and danger.
Even some of the offsetting changes we’d hoped to see,
like fewer deaths from highway accidents, didn’t happen:
As empty roads during lockdowns tempted risk-takers to
test their cars’ limits, fatalities behind the wheel actually
rose during the pandemic.
Was there any bright side at all to the events of the past
year? Medically speaking, yes.

GEBER86/GETTY IMAGES

Since masks, social distancing, and
hand-washing hinder the spread of
almost every respiratory virus, very few
people caught the flu during the coronavirus pandemic. CDC’s flu tracker
reflected the lightest flu year in recent
history, with seven times fewer people
visiting the hospital for flu than even
during the “low-severity 2011-12 season.”
This had economic consequences of its
own, with Walgreens warning its investors of a drop in profits from cold and
flu medicine sales.
The pandemic also sped up the acceptance of telemedicine, or remote medical
consultations. For a few months,
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healthcare workers struggled through
technological growing pains, especially
as incompatible systems at different hospitals added to the frustration. Yet doctors had few other choices: How else
could patients afraid to visit the hospital
follow up with their doctors? How else
could doctors stateside help colleagues
overseas while world travel was shut
down?
Once doctors and patients figured
out how to make it work, telemedicine
quickly gained popularity. More than 30
percent of outpatient visits during the
pandemic occurred remotely. Telemedicine also served another important role
in relieving emergency room overcrowding. By outfitting ambulances and
firetrucks with tablet computers for
remote consultation with ER doctors,
the city of Houston safely diverted
patients who didn’t need the ER to clinics and primary care providers. While
the program predated COVID-19,
increased familiarity with telemedicine
will allow others to create similar programs.
Technology will never fully eliminate
the need for face-to-face visits and physical exams, but the advances in telemedicine can help in certain situations long
after the pandemic ends. That includes
when patients have limited mobility, live
in remote locations, or need help during
inclement weather.
COVID-19 also set the stage for RNAbased vaccines’ big moment. Vaccines
from Moderna and Pfizer/BioNTech,
based on new mRNA technology, show
excellent protection against COVID-19,
and it’s only the first target their designers have in mind. One team is researching
a universal flu vaccine using mRNA.
Drugmaker GSK has filed a patent for an
RNA-based anti-parasitic vaccine
designed to protect against diseases like
malaria.
Speculation last year revolved around
the idea of a “new normal” and what
changes would mean for how we live. As
vaccine success stories replace overcrowded hospitals in the headlines, I’m
grateful that in place of endless masking
and distancing, the “new normal” can
include less crowded ERs, more convenient doctor visits, and the hope of vaccines for long-intractable diseases.
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PLAYING AGAINST
POLITICS

For schools participating in interscholastic
sports, holding Biblical views of sexuality
increasingly draws LGBT ire
by Ray Hacke

C

OLLEGE AND HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS are becoming the new
battlefield between LGBT advocates and Christian schools
holding orthodox views on sexuality. Take, for instance,
one of the biggest upsets in this year’s NCAA men’s basketball tournament.
Oral Roberts University (ORU) entered the tournament
seeded 15th in the South Region and comes from one of
basketball’s less-heralded conferences. But then it busted
office-pool brackets everywhere by stunning No. 2 seed
Ohio State in its opening game before toppling 7th-seeded
Florida to reach the 68-team tournament’s Sweet 16. It
Kevin Obanor of Oral Roberts University puts in a
layup in the first round of the 2021 NCAA Division I
Men’s Basketball Tournament.
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nearly made it to the Elite 8, losing in
the final minute to No. 3 seed Arkansas.
Media outlets love toasting giant killers like ORU—they are what give March
Madness its name, after all. But this time,
a USA Today op-ed by Hemal Jhaveri
ripped ORU for requiring its students to
adhere to traditional Biblical mores concerning marriage and sexuality, claiming
the school imposed standards that are
“wildly out of line with modern society
and the basic values of human decency.”
Jhaveri further argued that “any and
all anti-LGBTQ+ language in any school’s
policies should ban them from NCAA
competition,” as its participation would
give the school a platform to promote its
values: “There is no way to separate their
men’s basketball team from the dangers
of their religious dogma, no matter how
many top seeds they defeat.”
The NCAA probably won’t go so far
as to ban Christian schools from its postseason tournaments—yet. The governing
body for big-time college sports would
open itself up to discrimination lawsuits
if it did.
But the NCAA’s sympathies certainly
seem to lie with commentators like
Jhaveri. The NCAA yanked seven championship events out of North Carolina
during the 2016-17 school year to protest
that state’s now-repealed “bathroom bill.”
The bill required transgender persons to
use the public restrooms associated with
the sex listed on their birth certificates.
In the wake of states passing bills that
would protect girls and women from
having to compete against biological
males in school sports, the NCAA Board
of Governors released a statement in
April saying it would only hold championship games in states that are “free of
discrimination” toward transgender athletes. This would disqualify Idaho, Mississippi, and Arkansas, which have all
passed “Save Girls’ Sports” bills.
A desire to host NCAA postseason
events in South Dakota caused the state’s
Gov. Kristi Noem to reverse course after
initially pledging to sign a bill aimed at
protecting girls’ and women’s sports.
Afraid the NCAA would rule out South
Dakota as a host for postseason events,
she demanded the state Legislature
remove language requiring the state’s
universities to bar biological males from

participating in women’s sports. (Noem
issued executive orders regarding K-12
female sports and recommendations for
universities, but conservatives called the
orders toothless.)
Over the past five years, pro-LGBT
forces have staged boycotts pressuring
states deemed anti-LGBT to change their
ways: California and New York banned
their public universities from sending
teams to states whose laws they consid-

PRO-LGBT
FORCES HAVE
STAGED BOYCOTTS
PRESSURING
STATES DEEMED
ANTI-LGBT
TO CHANGE
THEIR WAYS.

ered discriminatory, a move aimed at
robbing such states of valuable sports-related dollars.
And in 2019, the Sheridan School of
Washington, D.C., a secular private
school, refused to send its basketball
teams to road games at Immanuel Christian School in nearby Virginia due to
the latter’s Biblical stance on sexuality.
Some Oregon lawmakers also tried
to use sports to require private schools—
including Christian schools—to accept
LGBT values this year. An Oregon Senate
bill would have excluded private schools
from interscholastic competition with
public schools unless they submitted to
oversight by the Oregon Department of
Education in areas related to student
safety.
State Sen. Michael Dembrow claimed
the requirement was to protect students
from predatory teachers. But it also
included following state standards in
bullying and suicide prevention, measures linked to LGBT nondiscrimination
statutes that could put private schools at
legal risk. (The bill didn’t pass.)
With millions of dollars at stake, colleges likely won’t refuse to play a school
like ORU in the NCAA tournament. Still, if
ORU’s success at this year’s basketball tournament is any indication, Christian schools
participating in the “Big Dance” won’t be
the belles of the ball anytime soon.
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Left and right

What’s it like being a lefty in a
world designed for righties?

I

HAD TWO HOURS TO KILL at Shirley Chisholm
State Park with my grandson and was watching
his hands and wondering if he will be righthanded or left-handed.
Right-handedness would seem the better
option because that’s what most people are. And
whether there be white privilege or no, there is
certainly right privilege.
If you’re fresh out of causes to agitate for, with the
election now past, you might consider “systemic
anti-left-handerism” as your rallying cry. Unlike the
LGBT community, whose numbers are soft (Are they 1
percent of the population, or 75 percent, as seems by
their political clout?), left-handedness holds steady and
in perpetuity at 10 percent. Your campaign will never
go out of business.
Some things that work against left-handed people
(which I am woke to because my husband is a southpaw)
are can openers, notebooks, scissors, power saws (which
he uses a lot), and pill counting trays (which he doesn’t
use yet). Is there a party I can register to join to counter
that?
But do I really want my grandson to grow up with
an easy life? My friend Lynn once wisely said, “You can’t
grow up well-adjusted unless you have something to
adjust to.” So might a manual challenge be just the
ticket to make him stronger? Remember the song “A
Boy Named Sue” in which the adversity of an unfortunate moniker worked to toughen its bearer?
On the other hand, being born in 2020 in a pandemic
and in Brooklyn, to boot, may be character-building
enough. Which makes me lean again toward right-handedness.
Will he have the good fortune to be a baseball player?
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I DISCERN IN THIS
ARRANGEMENT A DEEPER
SPIRITUAL LESSON WHICH
GOD MEANS TO TEACH.
A robust 25 percent of Major Leaguers have dominant
left hands. There are a few reasons for this. One is that
because of the statistical occurrence of left-handedness
in the general population, your Little Leaguer has only
one-tenth of his formative batting experience against
left-handed pitchers.
Other reasons: Right field in most parks is shorter
than left field (benefiting lefties at the plate). Also, lefthanded batters can see the ball leave the pitcher’s hand
before right-handed batters. If they connect with the ball,
their momentum is already in the direction of first base
(they will arrive one-sixth of a second earlier). For pitchers, left-handedness makes them harder to steal off of.
What I have noticed while pondering hand dominance,
to the glory of the wisdom of God, is that even though
my right hand is more capable, my left hand is not absolutely useless, which God could have ordained it to be.
Indeed, it is just useful enough to be a valuable asset to
my right hand, which it humbly serves in most of its
projects. (The principle is true in reverse for my husband.)
I discern in this arrangement of dominance and
subservience a deeper spiritual lesson which God means
to teach. Built into the fabric of the created order is a
synergy of unequally gifted agents that need each other
(Ezekiel 39:3), and so must appreciate and not despise
each other.
My husband must be gratified to find left-handers
in the Bible. To be sure, most mentions of the two polarities in Scripture seem more favorable to the right (Matthew 25:33, 41). Nevertheless, Ehud is forever
remembered for his role in fighting Israel’s enemies—and
precisely because he was left-handed (Judges 3:15-22).
Right and left are, perhaps more than anything else
in our national consciousness, labels for political preferences. The terms hail from the French Revolution,
where voting assembly members favoring the king
(authoritarianism) were asked to sit on the right, and
those favoring revolution (libertarianism), on the left.
But it gets confusing, doesn’t it? Isn’t the current
American “right” against authoritarianism and the
freedom-squelching of big central government? And
isn’t our American “left” against the liberty of a man’s
own expression of opinion?
I leave such thorny paradoxes to my betters. Let me
ask safer questions, like why the Netherlands has one
of the highest prevalences of left-handedness. Who
knows, maybe someday my grandson can get a Ph.D.
resolving that.
EMAIL aseupeterson@wng.org
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Happy bicentennial
Remembering the first state
law that specified abortion

I

F THERE’S NO WRITTEN LAW against abortion,
is it legal or illegal? That’s what some legislators
wondered early in 1821. That’s why May 5 is a
day to sing happy birthday to America’s first
statewide pro-life law, created in Connecticut
200 years ago.
It’s not the bicentennial of abortion illegality,
though. Based on moral law (derived from the
Bible) and common law (the English and American
legal tradition), abortion was always illegal in early
America. Nevertheless, no state had a specific law concerning it.
Some local laws existed. A New York City ordinance
passed on July 27, 1716, required midwives to swear that
they would “not Give any Counsel or Administer any
Herb Medicine or Potion, or any other thing to any
Woman being with Child whereby She Should Destroy
or Miscarry of that she goeth withal before her time.”
For a time, further legislation seemed unnecessary:
Humans outside the womb viewed humans in the womb
as human life, so general laws against murder applied.
We don’t have separate laws today banning the killing
of people at age 10, age 20, age 30, or age 40: Murder
is murder.
Besides, prosecutions for abortion always faced
higher hurdles than the standard murder investigation,
because it was easier to dispose of the corpse. Non-prosecutable via lack of evidence was not the same as legal:
It’s not legal to murder a person in a distant place as
long as no one is looking and the murderer leaves no
footprints. Still, abortion in early America was rare,
and part-time legislators had other work to do—until
a Connecticut scandal hit newspaper pages.
Politicians there responded to citizen outrage after

ABORTION IN EARLY
AMERICA WAS RARE UNTIL A
CONNECTICUT SCANDAL HIT
NEWSPAPER PAGES.
celebrity Pastor Ammi Rogers added to his list of seductions teenager Asenath Smith—and then pressured her
to have an abortion. The Norwich Courier criticized
Rogers’ “cold calculating depravity of heart.” The jury
agreed, yet the judge gave Rogers only a two-year sentence, to be served not in the hard-time state prison,
but a relaxed local jail.
Given that laxity, the Connecticut General Assembly
decided it had to target abortion specifically. The text
of the 1821 law shows an obvious response to the Rogers case. The rascally reverend said the abortion might
“have been produced by sickness, infirmity, or accident
in the mother.” The new law stipulated that anyone who
made a pregnant woman consume an abortion-causing
substance, regardless of results, could spend not only
two years in jail, but the rest of his life in state prison,
if the jury and judge so determined.
As cities grew, other sensational cases emerged.
Laws followed. From 1865 through 1920, pro-life laws
within the context of a culture of life saved millions of
lives. Doctors led the way, writing medical journal articles with titles like “A Plea for the Protection of the
Unborn” and “The Rights of the Unborn Child.” They
cited 19th-century scientific discoveries to show that
“life begins at conception” was a matter of science and
not only faith.
Female doctors were especially influential as they
wrote popular books. Dr. Prudence Saur wrote in Maternity (1889), “That the embryo is alive and hence quick
from the moment of conception, modern science has
abundantly proven. It follows, then, that this crime is
equally great whether committed in the early weeks of
pregnancy or at a more advanced period.” Dr. Minnie
C.T. Love in 1903 summarized progress: Americans had
learned that life begins at conception, as “science
demonstrated, social economics demanded, and religion
exhorted.”
Yet Saur also wrote regarding abortion that “the
influence of Christianity has ever been to banish the
practice … as Christianity becomes weakened or
destroyed, the fearful evil in question reappears and
extends.” That’s where we are now. We need more prolife laws. The Supreme Court needs to stop acting as
the Supreme Legislator. But the heart change that can
lead to a culture of life is crucial—and the root of “crucial” is crux (cross).
Honor Connecticut’s bicentennial and Jesus’ bimillennial.
—Marvin Olasky’s latest book is Abortion at the Crossroads
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