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“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world 
and those who dwell therein.” —Psalm 24:1
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WORLD’S EDITORIAL COUNCIL held its second 
annual meeting this past week. Or maybe more 
accurately: The council held its first annual follow-
up to its inaugural meeting, which took place in 
December 2021.

Some reminders about what our editorial 
council is and how it works: We announced the 
council back in July 2021 as we prepared for the 
coming retirement of our editor in chief. We 
empowered the council as a leadership group to 
help coordinate among our print, online, and digi-
tal broadcast platforms, and to discuss questions 
that emerge in our quest for Biblical objectivity.

We envisioned that the group of leaders that 
make up the council essentially would replace the 
editor in chief, even while the editors of our 
platforms would have a lot of autonomy week by 
week. During the meeting last week, we reminded 
ourselves of the miracles of God’s providential care 
in the form of accomplishments of our editorial 
team under the leadership of the editorial council. 

It was a breathtaking and humbling time of reflection on God’s strength in our 
weakness. It also was a time of rejoicing and praise for the good gifts God gave 
us in the past year. 

The council also made plans for the year—and years—ahead. I’ll share more 
about that here in future columns. I coordinated the council long enough to facil-
itate the many organizational transitions that took place in 2022. By this month’s 
one-year anniversary meeting, the council felt ready to name a chair. We asked 
Nick Eicher to serve, and he said yes.

If you’ve been with WORLD for a while, and especially if you’ve been with 
WORLD for a very long while, you’ll recognize Nick’s name. He was the editor of 
WORLD Magazine when I came to the organization in 2003, and it seems like 
he has filled nearly every editorial role at some point in his 32 years here.

From 2005, when Joel stepped down as CEO, until 2008, Nick even had a 
stint on the “business” side of WORLD, serving as CEO himself. But Nick is a 
journalist at heart, and he longed to return to an editorial role, which he did in 
2008 when I took on my current role. From 2008 through 2014 Nick led 
WORLD’s digital expansion and its foray into radio (and podcasting). In 2014, 
his editorial leadership was formalized in his promotion to chief content officer, 
to whom the editor in chief and individual platform editors reported.

Those reporting relationships went away with the introduction of the editorial 
council, but Nick’s leadership and vision will help the council and the entire 
WORLD editorial team thrive in 2023, as the Lord allows.

C E O  N O T E S

KEVIN MARTIN 
kevin@wng.org
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Dangerously funny p44
As my favorite atheist 
George Orwell said, “Some 
ideas are so stupid that only 
intellectuals believe them.” 
Or as the Apostle Paul 
more appropriately said, 
“Professing to be wise, 
they became fools.” The 
Babylon Bee has become a 
leader in the fight against 
the stupidity and foolish-
ness of the so-called elites 
in this nation. May God 
bless the Babylon Bee.
PAUL PERRONE
Springfield, Va.

The incisive wit of the 
Babylon Bee is a welcome 
balance to the insufferable 
pomposity of our times. Its 
writers fulfill the matching 
mandates of Proverbs 26:4-
5: “Do not answer a fool 
according to his folly, or 
you yourself will be just like 
him. Answer a fool accord-
ing to his folly, or he will 
be wise in his own eyes.” 
Bravo, Babylon Bee!
DAVID GOODIN
Uniontown, Pa.

What pithy insights Seth 
Dillon and Lynn Vincent 
treated us to on the topic 
of satire. In a highly sophis-
ticated way, satire exposes 
situational ironies that beg 
for change. Some situa-
tions are so un-funny, they 
need a dose of levity or 
we’d sink into despair.
KAREN DAVIS
Exton, Pa.

Georgia redux p12
I detected a lack of balance 

in your article on the U.S. 
Senate runoff election in 
Georgia. You mentioned 
accusations about Herschel 
Walker by ex-girlfriends 
but did not mention the 
accusations of abuse made 
against Raphael Warnock 
by his ex-wife.
MELVIN C. McDOWELL
Everett, Pa.

Your reporter, though 
recounting Walker’s nega-
tives, failed to mention that 
Warnock’s campaign war 
chest was almost completely 
funded by donations from 
California and New York.
STEPHEN LEONARD
Vidalia, Ga.

Playing fetch indoors p68
I first noticed that the 
woman in the photo accom-
panying the article appeared 
middle-aged. I was then sur-
prised when I read that this 

new robotic technology 
was for “the elderly” and 
“seniors.” We are surrounded 
by people of all ages who 
could benefit from the 
Labrador Retriever. Please 
take that into consideration 
the next time you address 
the disabled population. 
AMY McCLISH
Milwaukie, Ore.

Who is Elon Musk? p20
With Elon Musk’s move 
of Tesla and SpaceX to 
the Austin, Texas, area, I 
propose a new invention/
project for him: a machine 
to clean up our once-
beautiful city.
CHERYL IRISH
Bastrop, Texas

Faith in the face 
of evil p34

Whoever wrote the caution 
at the end of the review 
probably has read neither 

the Scriptures cover to cover 
nor church history. The 
point of Mariam Ibraheem’s 
book is to reveal the suffer-
ing she has endured for her 
faith. I would expect vio-
lence, abuse, and mutilation, 
even worse. The current 
trend is overprotection, soft 
on reality. We rarely shielded 
our children from God’s 
Word. Believers need to be 
prepared for suffering.
CAROLYN NORRIS
Morgan Hill, Calif.

New and noteworthy p41
While the new edition of It’s 
the Great Pumpkin, Charlie 
Brown by Vince Guaraldi 
differs from the 2018 release 
because, as Arsenio Orteza 
writes, “It contains seven 
more alternate takes totaling 
10 more minutes,” that is 
not the main difference. 
The 2022 rerelease is “pure” 
while the 2018 edition is 
not. The reissue is sourced 
from the original session 
tapes, which were unavail-
able in 2018. The earlier 
release was sourced from the 
TV special and included 
sound effects from the 
program.
ISAAC TAG
Syracuse, Utah

D E C E M B E R  3 ,  2 0 2 2

M A I L B A G

Send your letters and 
comments to:
 � editor@wng.org
 � WORLD Mailbag, 

PO Box 20002, 
Asheville, NC 28802

Please include full name and 
address. Letters may be edited 
to yield brevity and clarity.
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RevelationMedia is now in production 

of iBIBLE: the world’s fi rst animated 

Bible that can be viewed online, 

through a portable projector, or on any 

of the world’s fi ve billion cell phones. 

iBIBLE breaks the literacy barrier by 

communicating Biblical content through 

animation, audio, subtitles—all in an 

interactive format.

Make a generous contribution to help 

support the production, translation, and 

distribution of iBIBLE to America and the 

global missions community, and we will 

send you TWO free copies of Volume 1 of 

the iBIBLE Storybook—one to keep, and   

 one to share.  

Volume 1 of the iBIBLE Storybook features the stories of Creation, The Fall, and Cain 

and Abel. This beautiful 10” square, hardcover, 96-page storybook is sure to capture the 

attention of your kids and grandkids, helping them engage with God’s Word. The iBIBLE

Storybook uses the iBIBLE script which is based solely on the Biblical text, and vibrant 

artwork created by the iBIBLE animation team. 

*RevelationMedia is a 501(c)(3) missionary and educational organization. 

All contributions are fully tax deductible as allowed by law.

*Minimum donation required.  

Call 866-5-iBIBLE or scan the QR code
below to make a donation.

iBIBLE—a new way to 
engage with God’s Word.

5/2/22   5:13 PM
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This is the 10th in a series of classic columns (edited for 
space) by Joel Belz. In this July 12, 2014, column, Joel 
wrote about the dangers of American pluralism.

WHEN I HEARD A GOOD FRIEND tell a large audience 
that the most pressing issue for the Christian community 
in the years ahead is not going to be homosexuality or 
gay marriage or abortion or Obamacare, he got my 
attention. None of those, he said. The central issue will 
be pluralism.

His assertion caught my attention because of an 
exchange I’d had in the days aft er 9/11. We devoted a 
whole issue of WORLD to the attack on the United 
States, and I titled my column in that issue “Sinfl ation”—
arguing that our regular disregard of God’s standards 
always leads a society to collapse. We had allowed our-
selves to pursue false gods, I argued, and now those false 
gods were forsaking us. “High on our own Western shelf 
of false deities,” I argued, “have been the gods of nomi-
nalism, materialism, secularism, and pluralism.” And we 
shouldn’t be surprised if others in the world saw the 
World Trade Center as symbols of such gods, towering 
as they did over the world’s fi nancial capital, and capped 
as they were by the transmitting towers of major media 
and entertainment centers.

In retrospect, I should have been more careful on a 
couple of fronts. Later that week, Jerry Falwell charged 
that the 9/11 attacks were God’s judgment on the 
United States. I had not said anything that specifi c, and 

winced at Falwell’s implication that we could know the 
mind of God. I was saying only that we shouldn’t be 
 surprised that others were off ended by our lifestyle.

But I was hardly prepared for the charge that came 
the next day in the online version of The Wall Street 
Journal. “To the ranks of anti-American Christians we 
can add Joel Belz of World magazine.” The WSJ’s James 
Taranto quoted at length from my editorial and appar-
ently thought readers would judge me guilty as charged 
without further argument. Instead, enough WORLD 
loyalists immediately emailed Taranto so that he felt 
obligated, under the headline “Ringing Belz,” to give me 
a little further hearing. “Now, we have no beef for nomi-
nalism, and we’ll give Belz materialism too … [although 
t]he meaning of secularism is a bit more complicated.

“Our real beef, though, is with Belz’s apparent opposi-
tion to pluralism. If there is a quintessential principle that 
sums up the meaning of America, pluralism is it—and 
religious pluralism in particular. It is pluralism that allows 
everyone from evangelical Protestants to Catholics to 
atheists, from Mormons to Muslims to Jews, to live in 
the same cities and towns, free of the religious wars that 
divide such places as the Middle East. To be against 
 pluralism, it seems to us, is to be against America itself.”

That was a stiff  and wounding charge. So I emailed 
Taranto—personally this time—to plead: “May the 
 fellow you described as an ‘anti-American’ … join briefl y 
in your discussion of ‘pluralism’? Very simply, the ‘plural-
ism’ you described [yesterday] … that is something I 
applaud and thank God for. The pluralism which I call a 
false god is a pluralism which suggests that all religions 
are equally true or valid. When pluralism moves beyond 
the protection of everybody’s right both to believe and 
even to propagate that belief peacefully, and then also 
argues that none of those beliefs is more true than any 
other of those beliefs—then something that started off  
as very good has become a false god. I will always be a 
defender of the fi rst kind of pluralism, even while I 
understand that it contains within itself the seeds for 
occasionally producing the second.”

Taranto was kind to publish my note the next day 
under the headline “Liberty Belz,” and with this gener-
ous note: “We’re grateful for the clarifi cation. We usually 
like being right, but in this case we’re glad to hear we 
were wrong.”

Although that exchange is now decades old, it sets 
the stage for a fuller discussion of “pluralism.” I think my 
friend was right in saying that pluralism is the issue of 
concern for God’s people in the years ahead.

VOICES JOE L BE LZ

America’s false god
The freedom to be wrong doesn’t 
make what is wrong right

Email jbelz@wng.org
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Barnabas Aid,
80 Abbeyville Road,   
Lancaster, PA 17603, USA    
Email: usa@barnabasaid.org

Donate online at:  
barnabasaid.org/World    
call: 703-288-1681 or  
toll-free: 1-866-936-2525

Enhancing Trust

Ukraine is in a crisis which is changing day by 
day. Only God knows what the solution will be. 
But we praise Him that He has given us channels to 
send help to our Christian brothers and sisters there. 
They are in desperate need of food, clothing, and 
other basic humanitarian aid as they are forced to flee 
their homes. And most of Ukraine is still facing winter 
cold, with freezing temperatures. We are committed to 
helping Ukrainian Christians for as long as it takes. 
Will you help our Christian brothers and sisters?

HELP
UKRAINIAN
CHRISTIANS
IN THEIR HOUR OF NEED

 jbelz@wng.org

v38 2 FRONT PAGES.indd   11 1/10/23   4:47 PM



D I S PA T C H E S

12 W O R L D  /  J A N U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3 BRIGETTE SUPERNOVA/ALAMY

v38 2 NEWS+BTN+DEPART.indd   12 1/11/23   9:01 AM



IN THE NEWS
BY THE NUMBERS

DEPARTURES
GLOBAL BRIEFS

U.S. BRIEFS
BACKGROUNDER

QUOTABLES
QUICK TAKES

HEN CLINICAL PHARMACIST
Dr. Ernie Cyr received a pre-
scription request for misopros-
tol, his pro-life convictions 
made him think twice. The 
drug, developed to treat 
stomach ulcers, is also one of 
two drugs used in a chemical 

abortion. It causes the uterus to contract in 
early labor. 

Cyr hesitated to sign off, believing the 
drug would be used for “abortion-related 
purposes.” So he asked another pharmacist 
to handle the order. That was about 20 
years ago. 

Today, the northwest Florida–based 
pharmacist worries that a recent federal rule 
change will force many more pro-life phar-
macists into similar quandaries. On Jan. 3, 
the Food and Drug Administration updated 
a regulation to allow drugstores to dispense 
mifepristone, the first drug used in the 
abortion pill regimen. The change heralds 
a major expansion in local abortion access 
nationwide.

Previously, only a few mail-order phar-
macies or specially certified doctors and 
clinics could dispense mifepristone, which 
blocks progesterone, a hormone vital for 
sustaining pregnancy. Although women still 

need a prescription, the Biden administra-
tion’s new rule effectively turns every willing 
retail pharmacy into “the new local abortion 
clinic,” said Cyr. Now, pro-life pharmacists 
across the country are considering what 
protecting the unborn may cost them at 
their workplace. 

Current state laws governing the pre-
scription and dispensing of abortion drugs 
vary. Following the FDA’s regulatory change, 
CVS and Walgreens announced they planned 
to get certified to dispense the pill in places 
where abortion is legal. The two largest U.S. 
pharmacy chains have more than 18,000 
locations between them, with over 1,100 
CVS pharmacies in California alone. 

WORLD contacted several other phar-
macy chains, asking whether they planned to 
stock the abortion pill. Albertsons, Safeway, 
Walmart, Health Mart, Kroger, Good 
Neighbor, and H-E-B did not respond. Rite 
Aid representative Catherine Carter said in 
an emailed statement, “We are reviewing 
FDA action and remain committed to 
complying with federal and state law.” 

Tom McClusky, director of government 
affairs for CatholicVote, said the FDA rule 
change will be hard to reverse politically and 
culturally: “If you have Walgreens and CVS 
distributing all of a sudden—giving the 

I N TH E NEWS

Dispensing death at the 
corner drugstore

Walgreens and CVS say they plan to provide abortion pills
b y  A D D I E  O F F E R E I N S  &  L E A H  S A VA S

W

D I S PA T C H E S
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“I think what’s 
absolutely necessary 
is that there needs 

to be more of a 
unified voice for the 
pro-life pharmacist 

position.”

thumbs-up to these death drugs—then 
it’s going to be harder to push back on.” 
But McClusky said he’s encouraging 
the group 40 Days for Life, which 
organizes prayer vigils outside abortion 
facilities, to consider adding these 
pharmacies to their schedules.

For pharmacies that want to provide 
the abortion pill, the new FDA regula-
tions require them to be able to ship it. 
During the pandemic, the agency 
allowed some pharmacies to dispense 
the drug by mail. Federal law techni-
cally prohibits mailing of abortive 
drugs, but a new Justice Department 
memo reinterprets the law to allow the 
practice. Although pharmacies sending 
abortion pills will still have to pay 
attention to the legal status of abortion 
in each state, the opinion attempts to 
give legal cover to U.S. Postal Service 
employees who deliver the pills.

Katie Glenn, state policy director at 
Susan B. Anthony Pro-Life America, 
said the DOJ memo was “strategically 
timed” to send a message to retail 
pharmacies that “if you start into the 
abortion business … if you get into the 
game and start carrying abortion pills 
in your stores, we will not prosecute 
you under federal law.”

Shannon Zucca isn’t sure whether 
the large Texas retail pharmacy where 
she works plans to stock mifepristone 
for abortions. But she said she won’t be 
dispensing the pill. In the past, she 
hasn’t filled Plan B prescriptions for 
customers either: “They would go 
somewhere else. Or someone else [on 
staff] would do it.” Even so, the long-
time pharmacist, in her 50s, is the 
primary financial support for her 
husband and three sons. For her and 
others, conscience protections are 
key—the right to refuse to perform an 
act that violates personal convictions. 

The Church Amendment, passed 
by Congress in 1973, exempts private 
hospitals that receive government 
funding and individual healthcare 
providers from performing abortions 
and sterilizations. Most states adopted 
their own conscience clauses that allow 
healthcare workers to object to a proce-
dure. Only a few states have conscience 
clauses on the books dealing specifically 
with pharmacies and pharmacists. 

Texas considered a conscience 
clause for pharmacists in 2005. Zucca 
helped advocate for the act, but state 
legislators tabled the measure. “They 
didn’t see that there was a need for 
such a thing because it had never been 
an issue,” she said. Now she hopes 
lawmakers revisit the proposal. 

Back in Florida, Cyr said it’s 
important that pro-life pharmacists 
know they aren’t alone. After last year’s 
Dobbs v. Jackson ruling, he received 
calls from pro-life pharmacists around 
the country who wanted to connect. 

“I think what’s absolutely necessary 
is that there needs to be more of a uni-
fied voice for the pro-life pharmacist 
position,” he said. “That support needs 
to be rooted in prayer for each other.” 

Plan B emergency contraceptive pills for sale 
at a CVS pharmacy in West Palm Beach, Fla.
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Pope Benedict XVI 
The retired former leader of the Roman 
Catholic Church died in Vatican City 
on Dec. 31 at the age of 95. Formerly 
known as Cardinal 
Joseph Ratzinger, 
Benedict was 
elected in 2005 to 
succeed Pope John 
Paul II. Benedict’s 
tenure in the papacy 
marked a continuation 
of the conservative approach laid out 
by his predecessor. He confronted the 
church’s sexual abuse scandals, apolo-
gizing in 2010 for decades of Catholic 
mishandling of abuse allegations. The 
scandals partially eclipsed Benedict’s 
otherwise respected reputation as a 
scholar and theologian. Citing poor 
health and weariness, he became the 
fi rst pope to resign from offi  ce in 
nearly 600 years in 2013.

Barbara Walters 
Walters, a television pioneer who inter-
viewed dictators and divas, died Dec. 
30. She was 93. Walters got her start in 

television in the early 
1950s at a local New 

York City station 
before becoming a 
writer with NBC’s 
Today show in 

1961. Aft er working 
her way on camera at 

the program, Walters became the fi rst 
female co-host of a news program in 
the United States in 1974. Walters 
co-hosted the ABC Evening News and 
spent two decades with 20/20. While 
at ABC, she developed a reputation 
for long-form interviews with U.S. 
 presidents, world leaders, and movie 
stars. She developed, produced, and 
co-starred in the ladies daytime chat 
vehicle The View from 1997 to 2014.
—To read more 2022 Departures from late 
December, visit wng.org/2022_departures

DEPARTURES

BY TH E NUM BERS

Cutting ties
Russia-Ukraine confl ict spurs European 
nations to curtail energy dependence 

b y  J O H N  D A W S O N

5 billion cubic meters
The projected annual output of an Italian liquefi ed 

natural gas terminal to be built in Piombino that earned a 
provisional green light from an administrative court Dec. 22. 

European nations are pivoting to a more secure source 
of natural gas after Russia’s 2022 invasion of Ukraine.

28.7 billion cubic meters
The amount of natural gas Russia exported to Italy in 2020 

according to the International Energy Agency.

137%
The growth of U.S. liquefi ed natural gas exports to Europe in 

the fi rst 11 months of 2022, according to Kpler. U.S. shipments 
accounted for more than half of Europe’s imports.

No. 1
The United States’ ranking for natural gas production, 

generating about 45 percent more than second-place Russia, 
according to Worldometer.
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Japan The government is set to 
off er families up to 1 million yen 
($7,580) per child to relocate from 
the Tokyo metropolitan area. An 
increase from the 300,000 yen 
 previously off ered, the new amount 
is in addition to the maximum 3 
million yen in base support for 
 relocating families. The fi nancial 
incentives are part of eff orts to reduce 
population concentration in the 
 capital and repopulate towns and 
villages. They will be implemented 
in the fi scal year starting in April. To 
receive the payment, families must 
reside for at least fi ve years while 
employed in a municipality partici-
pating in the relocation program. If 
they move out before fulfi lling the 
residency requirement, they must 
return the money. A relocating cou-
ple with two children under 18 could 
receive up to 5 million yen. About 36 
million people live in the greater 
Tokyo area, which spans nearly 5,200 
square miles, giving it a population 
density of approximately 6,900 
Tokyoites per square mile. —Joyce Wu 

Venezuela On Jan. 5, the National Assembly ousted 
Juan Guaidó as acting president, marking the end of a 
four-year, unsuccessful attempt to unseat socialist 
President Nicolás Maduro from power. The legislature 
replaced Guaidó’s interim government with a commit-
tee to oversee presidential primaries scheduled for next 
year and protect the nation’s assets abroad, worth billions 
of dollars. A late 2022 poll found only 6 percent of 
Venezuelans saying they would vote for Guaidó. The 
United States had previously supported Guaidó but for 
now will not recognize anyone as legitimate president 
of Venezuela. —Emma Freire
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POPULATION
124.2 million

LANGUAGE
Japanese

RELIGION*
71% Shintoism, 
67% Buddhism, 
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GOVERNANCE
Parliamentary 
constitutional 

monarchy

GDP
$5.22 trillion

MAJOR EXPORTS
Cars and 
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integrated 

circuits, 
personal 

appliances, 
ships

*Many practice 
both Shintoism 
and Buddhism
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Brazil On Jan. 8 supporters of 
former Brazilian President Jair 
Bolsonaro stormed government 
buildings in the capital of Brasília. 
The rioters claimed the recent 
presidential election—in which 
Bolsonaro lost to Luiz Inácio “Lula” 
da Silva—was fraudulent. Entering 
the Brazilian Supreme Court, 
Congress, and presidential residence, 
protesters broke windows and furni-
ture, set carpets on fire, and stole 
artwork. Lula, who was visiting 
another state at the time, blamed 
Bolsonaro for the vandalism. Lula 
also accused Brasília police of acting 
with “incompetence, bad faith or 
malice” for failing to stop protesters 
from breaching government build-
ings. The Brazilian Supreme Court 
removed Brasília’s governor from his 
post for 90 days as a result of the 
incident. —Emma Friere

United Kingdom Police arrested Isabel Vaughan-
Spruce, 45, in Birmingham, England, last month simply 
because she may have been praying silently outside a 
closed abortion facility. Authorities charged her on Dec. 
15 with four counts of breaking a recently passed local 
ordinance that prohibits behaviors like protests, prayer, 
or counseling near the Birmingham facility. While 
arresting her, police searched her, confiscated tissues 
from her pockets, and questioned her about her specific 
thoughts. She was later released on bail and will appear 
before Birmingham magistrates on Feb. 2. The U.K. is 
considering national buffer zones around all abortion 
facilities. —Amy Lewis

Afghanistan The Taliban on Dec. 20 banned female 
attendance at universities, sparking international out-
rage and fears of a new wave of radical legislation. Days 
later, Taliban authorities suspended female employment 
at nongovernmental organizations, citing dress code 
violations. The order could lead to a wave of closures 
preventing millions of Afghans from accessing vital aid, 
according to U.S. Secretary of State Antony Blinken. 
The Taliban has gradually erased the rights of women 
and girls since it returned to power in 2021, and most 
provinces have blocked female access to parks, gyms, 
and secondary schools. —Jill Nelson

Zambia Fulfilling a campaign 
pledge, President Hakainde 
Hichilema on Dec. 23 signed a 
bill abolishing the death penalty. 
Hichilema had already commuted 
the sentences of 30 death-row 
prisoners last May, when he 
originally submitted the bill to 
parliament. Zambia’s last execution 
took place in January 1997. The 
United Nations welcomed the 
move as “a historic milestone,” and 
the new law makes Zambia the 
25th African country to repeal the 
death penalty. The Central African 
nation of Equatorial Guinea 
similarly abolished the death 
penalty in September. Zambia’s 
legal changes also scrapped the 
crime of criminal defamation 
against the president, which carried 
a maximum three-year sentence. 
—Onize Ohikere

J A N U A R Y  2 8 ,  2 0 2 3  /  W O R L D 17UNITED KINGDOM: ADF UK; AFGHANISTAN: STRINGER/GETTY IMAGES

POPULATION
217.2 million

LANGUAGE
Portuguese

RELIGION
65% Roman 

Catholic, 
22% Protestant, 

2% Spiritist

GOVERNANCE
Federal 

presidential 
republic

GDP
$2.99 trillion

MAJOR EXPORTS
Soybeans, oil, 

iron, corn

POPULATION
19.6 million

LANGUAGE
Bemba, Nyanja, 

Tonga, Lozi, 
Chewa, others

RELIGION
75% Protestant, 

20% Catholic 

GOVERNANCE
Presidential 

republic

GDP
$60.12 billion

MAJOR EXPORTS
Copper, gold, 
gemstones, 

sugar, tobacco
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New York When it comes to disposing of their final
remains, NewYorkers have a new option. Gov. Kathy
Hochul signed legislation on Dec. 31 legalizing “natural
organic reduction,” otherwise known as human composting.
NewYork becomes the sixth state to approve the method,
an option proponents call more environmentally friendly.
Recompose, a human composting service based in
Washington state, says bodies are placed in an above-
ground vessel surrounded with wood chips, alfalfa, and
straw and slowly rotated. That allows microbes to break
down the body until it turns into soil. Families can then
retrieve the remains and use them to plant a tree or start a
garden. Unlike ashes, the NewYork bill stipulates, the com-
posted remains cannot be scattered. The process uses less
carbon than traditional burials but isn’t cheap—Recompose
charges $7,000 dollars for the service. According to the
National Funeral Directors Association, traditional burials
can cost up to $10,000.—Juliana Chan Erikson

North Dakota The clock is
ticking in Bismarck for the
governor and state legislators.
Term limits approved by voters
in November went into effect in
January.Members of the state
House and Senate are each
limited to eight years, and the
governor can serve only two
terms. For years, North Dakotans
debated whether bringing fresh
voices into government trumped
keeping experienced politicians.
Term limit supporters say elec-
tions will be more competitive
and more citizens will engage in
the process. But opponents say
the mandatory limits will make
it harder for politicians to build
relationships and gain the expe-
rience necessary to create good
policy. Sixteen states now have
legislative term limits, and 37
have some form of term limits
for governors.—Sharon Dierberger

Illinois U.S. farmers can now
fix their own tractors. John
Deere & Co. signed an agree-
ment with the American Farm
Bureau Foundation in
December, granting its U.S. cus-
tomers the right to repair their
own equipment. Deere, based in
Moline, Ill., is one of the world’s
largest farming equipment
manufacturers. Previously, only
authorized technicians using
official parts could repair the
iconic green-and-yellow tractors
in most states. Sometimes farm-
ers waited for weeks, blocked
from diagnosing their machines’
complicated software. But some
right-to-repair advocates worry
the new deal won’t fix the prob-
lem. Deere signed a similar
agreement with California farm-
ers in 2018, but they still had
difficulty accessing repair
resources.—Elizabeth Russell

U.S. BRI EFS

Surrendered 
to the soil
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POPULATION
8.4 million

GOVERNOR
Kathy Hochul*

U.S. SENATORS
Chuck 

Schumer*, 
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Gillibrand*
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financial 
services, 

technology
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Utah The Great Salt Lake could disappear entirely in five years,
according to a new report from BrighamYoung University. Hot
weather and excessive water use have dropped the lake to record-low
levels two years in a row. It has now lost 73 percent of its water and
sits 19 feet below its average level. Losing the lake would be costly
since it contributes more than $1.3 billion to Utah’s annual economy
through agriculture, recreation, and the mineral industry. But as it
dries and its salinity increases, the lake’s ecosystem is collapsing,making
it increasingly hostile to plant and animal life. The dry lake bed also
exposes toxic dust from heavy metals and cyanotoxins embedded in
sediment. Benjamin Abbott, BYU ecology professor and lead author
of the report, called on Utah’s governor to implement emergency
water conservation measures. He said lawmakers should enforce strict
water use limits and capitalize on this year’s good winter precipitation
by diverting snowmelt into the lake. Snowpack in Utah this year is
about 70 percent above average. —Elizabeth Russell

Washington Two men attacked four electrical substa-
tions in Pierce County on Christmas Day, cutting power to
more than 15,000 households. The attack caused $3 million
in damage and will take up to 36 months to repair, forcing
Tacoma Power to use mobile transformers at a greatly 
reduced output. Authorities in the rural county south of
Seattle arrested MatthewGreenwood, 32, and Jeremy
Crahan, 40, on Dec. 31 on charges of conspiracy to damage
energy facilities. They said the men broke into a local store
after cutting the power and stole from the cash register. The
attack was the latest in a string of incidents at eight substa-
tions inWashington, Oregon, and North Carolina. In
Moore County, N.C., a shooter struck two substations in
December—cutting power for 45,000 customers—in what
the county sheriff called an intentional criminal attack.
—Mary Jackson

Virginia The first school
shooting of the year involved an
elementary-aged gunman. A
6-year-old boy allegedly shot
and wounded his teacher at 
Richneck Elementary School on 
Jan. 6. Abby Swerner was teach-
ing when the student pulled out 
a 9mm handgun, pointed it, and
fired one round. Although criti-
cally injured, Swerner managed
to evacuate her first graders
from the classroom while 
another school employee 
restrained the suspect. The fire-
arm involved in the shooting
was legally purchased by the 
boy’s mother and was in the
family’s home. The student
brought it to school in his back-
pack. School shootings by a sus-
pect so young are rare, according
to the K-12 School Shooting
Database, which lists just three
other cases involving suspects as
young as 6.While it’s unclear
what’s next for the Richneck
shooter, database creator David
Riedman expressed concern for 
students who witnessed the 
scene, suggesting they “will all
need extensive counseling to
understand and deal with this 
trauma.”—Kim Henderson
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THE NUMBER OF
American states to legalize 
recreational marijuana has 

surged in recent years, up from eight 
in 2017 to 18 in 2022. But as the 
stigma surrounding pot fades, the 
drug’s unintended consequences are 
intensifying. Most alarming is a rise 
in kids accidentally consuming adult 
cannabis-infused “edibles.” Newly 
published research shows how legal 
marijuana today is affecting not just 
adults but young children.

How are kids getting marijuana 
edibles? It’s a combination of 
increased at-home use of edibles and 

deceptive packaging. Edibles are 
often packaged to look like popular 
candies and snacks geared toward 
kids, such as Nerds Rope, gummy 
bears, or Doritos. Edibles are also 
unlikely to have child-resistant pack-
aging, making it easy for a curious 
toddler to take a nibble.

How much has children’s con-
sumption of edibles increased? 
Using national poison center data, 
a Jan. 3 Pediatrics report noted a 
dramatic spike in kids under age 6 
exposed to cannabis after accidentally 
ingesting an edible. The journal 
reported 207 such cases in 2017, and 

3,054 cases in 2021—growth that 
mirrors the expansion of legalized 
recreational marijuana. Of those 
children who ate edibles, 91 percent 
did so in their own homes.

What risks do these edibles pose 
to children? Children are less able to 
handle the effects of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), the compound in 
marijuana that produces a high, and 
are more likely to eat multiple serv-
ings. Of the 7,043 total exposures 
assessed in the Pediatrics report, 36 
percent of patients were treated in 
the emergency room and 23 percent 
were admitted to the hospital. No 
children died from eating edibles, but 
in nearly half of the cases, the chil-
dren experienced central nervous 
system depression, which can cause 
sleepiness, uncoordinated movements, 
and, in rare cases, seizures. 

Do states that allow recreational 
marijuana use regulate the sale of 
edibles? Some states restrict how 
edibles are packaged. Michigan, 
Washington, Massachusetts, and 
Arizona forbid the use of cartoons, 
fruits, or any other designs that may 
appeal to children. Most states restrict 
the per-serving and per-package 
amount of THC in edibles.

What harmful effects have been 
reported for adolescents and 
adults who use marijuana? 
Extended marijuana use negatively 
affects cognitive function. A meta-
review in Addiction last year showed 
that THC is associated with a decline 
in the brain’s executive functions, 
including decision-making, planning, 
problem-solving, and regulation of 
emotions. A landmark longitudinal 
study tracking some 1,000 partici-
pants from birth found an average 
8-point decline in IQ by age 38 for 
participants who started using mari-
juana as adolescents. And marijuana 
smoke may cause worse lung damage 
than tobacco smoke, according to a 
November study in Radiology. 

�

BACKGROUNDER

Is legal marijuana as
harmless as defenders say?

b y  H E A T H E R  F R A N K
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QUOTABLES

“The answer is yes, Damar. … 
You’ve won the game of life.”

Dr. TIMOTHY PRITTS of the University of 
Cincinnati Medical Center, where Buffalo 

Bills safety Damar Hamlin was rushed 
following his cardiac arrest during a Jan. 2 
game against the Bengals. Hamlin’s first 

question after returning to consciousness 
on Jan. 4: “Did we win?”

“My sins here are embellishing 
my resume. I’m sorry.”
Newly elected Rep. GEORGE SANTOS, 

R-N.Y., who admitted to The New York Post
he’d lied about his education and 

employment during his campaign, including 
a false claim that he’d graduated from 

Baruch College.

“They knew about this a 
week before the election, 

maybe the American people 
should have known that.”
U.S. Rep. Jim Jordan, R-Ohio, on the Nov. 2 

discovery of classified documents in a 
Washington, D.C., office of the Penn Biden 

Center, an institute President Joe Biden 
started after serving as vice president.

“It didn’t matter how busy it 
was. A V.I.P. was coming, and 
we had to drop everything.”

Dr. UCHÉ BLACKSTOCK, who worked in the 
NYU Langone hospital emergency room 
from 2010 to 2019. The New York Times

reported the Langone ER gave preferential 
treatment to donors, politicians, and other 

prominent patients in recent years.
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Wartime dig 
What could distract Ukrainian 
soldiers from their task of 
digging defensive fortifications 
in Kherson province? Ancient 
Roman ruins, of course. Soldiers 
building earthworks by the 
Dnipro River in the war-torn 
nation uncovered the remains of 
a Roman settlement from classi-
cal antiquity, defense officials 
reported on Dec. 20. The 
nation’s State Border Guard 
Service released pictures of the 
clay pots the soldiers had found. 
Ukrainian soldiers reported 
the find to local archaeologists 
and shifted construction of 
their defensive line to another 
location.

Three of a kind 
Dec. 18 will always be a big day in 
the Scott family. It’s the day that 
Cassidy and Dylan Scott of 
Huntsville, Ala., welcomed the 
birth of their first child, a girl 
named Lennon. But Dec. 18 
also happens to be Cassidy’s 
and Dylan’s birthday, too. 
Mathematically, the odds of 
three people picked at random 
all sharing the same birthday 
date is around 1 in 133,000. The 
Scotts didn’t say whether they 
tried increasing the odds by 
planning the pregnancy.

QUICK TAKES

Booted bear
Relocation plan goes awry when bear 

reappears at favorite campsite
b y  J O H N  D A W S O N

SIX MONTHS AGO, OFFICIALS at Great Smoky 
Mountains National Park in Tennessee relocated a 
female black bear who was guilty of invading camp-

sites and stealing food from atop picnic tables. Four states 
and 1,000 miles later, though, the bear returned to the very 
same campsite where she had been captured. Wildlife biologists 
had tagged the bear, dubbed No. 609, and tracked her to 
discover what becomes of bears evicted from the park. After 
her relocation to Cherokee National Forest, Bear 609 wan-
dered into North and South Carolina and even sparked news 
reports in July when she pillaged a Georgia shopping center. 
She also survived a run-in with a car. “She never slowed down,” 
biologist Bill Stiver told WBIR. “She just kept on going.”

�
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Turn out the lights 
It’s getting too bright for many astronomical observatories. Despite their 
 construction in locations once considered remote, some of the world’s major 
observatories are now struggling with light pollution. That’s the fi nding of 
 scientists who published Dec. 20 in Monthly Notices of the Royal Astronomical 
Society. The study’s authors 
found only seven out of 28 
observatories researched had 
light pollution below a  previously 
established threshold when the 
facilities’ telescopes are pointed 
directly upward. Just one—an 
observatory lodge in Namibia—
was undisturbed by light pollu-
tion when telescopes were 
pointed toward the horizon.

Attack of the arachnids 
A spider infestation forced offi  cials to shutter a Wisconsin middle school. In a 

letter home to parents Dec. 8, 
Principal Cory Erlandson of Wilson 
Middle School in Manitowoc, Wis., 
announced that  y ellow sac spiders 
had bitten a teacher and a student 
and the school would close the next 
day so exterminators could remove 
the threat. According to Erlandson’s 
letter, school offi  cials found more 
than 30 spiders in multiple 
classrooms.

Lost and found
Sandra O’Neill’s German shep-
herd mix Zeppelin had a habit of 
getting loose and exploring the 
neighborhood. That didn’t worry 
O’Neill because Zeppelin always 
came back. Until one day he 
didn’t. The West Sacramento, 
Calif., resident said Zeppelin ran 
away in October 2021. But this 
December, Zeppelin was fi nally 
found—about 1,600 miles away. 
Workers at an animal clinic in 
Louisburg, Kan., scanned 
Zeppelin’s microchip and made 
contact with O’Neill. Then a 
woman with plans to drive to 
California agreed to transport 
Zeppelin home for Christmas. 
Although O’Neill is happy to have 
her dog back, she has no idea 
how the dog made it so far away.

Fast-food heist 
The poor reaction time of a 
Florida man cost him a sack full 
of chicken nuggets and an order 
of fries. Seminole County resi-
dent Paul Newman says a local 
black bear beat him to his Chick-
fi l-A delivery, which was left on 
his front porch Dec. 14. Newman 
uploaded footage from his home 
security camera to social media 
and narrated the bear’s heist. 
According to Newman, the bear 
took only the nuggets and fries, 
leaving behind a salad and soda. 
“He didn’t want the salad, 
though,” Newman deadpanned 
in the video. “Nothing to do with 
the salad. Weird.”

“Nothing 
to do with 
the salad. 
Weird.”
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YOU’LL RECALL I WAS EMBARKING on my one-book-
at-a-time strategy for reading more books in 2023, and I 
asked you to write me about your own reading plans. 
Boy, did you ever. So many letters, I lost count—thank 
you. I had so much fun reading them and laughed with 
delight many times.

That’s the good news. Here’s the bad: Your letters 
exposed me as a book-reading amateur. A dilettante. 
A bush-league dabbler! 

To wit: I actually started my one-book plan on 
Christmas Day and by New Year’s Day had read 2.5 
books. Not bad, right? Well, yes, bad, considering that 
I was on vacation and that pace is completely unsus-
tainable. Meanwhile, WORLD reader Jim Archer of 
Houston has qualifi ed twice for the Century Club (read-
ing 100 books in a  single year). Several of you wrote to 
say you’d also neared or passed the century mark, but 
the record-holder for most books read in a single year is 
Bonnie Tollefson of Medford, Ore. Last year Bonnie 
clocked in at a superhuman 331—nearly a book a day! 
(Is it fair that Bonnie’s a retired librarian?)

As to whether WORLD readers tackle one or multi-
ple books at a time, the split was about 60/40, with 
multi-bookers in the majority. Most multi-bookers said 
their simultaneous reads usually fall into specifi c genres, 
such as one book each in devotional, theology, fi ction, 
and nonfi ction. Others, though, classifi ed their multiple 
books by physical location, such as bedside, living room, 

and elliptical trainer. At least two of you in this category 
make the very most of your time by stashing a book in 
each bathroom. Bob Hellam of Seaside, Calif., cracked 
me up, calling these his “toilet books.”

Several of you sent along spreadsheets or lists you 
use to track your reading. Joyce Kish of Pittsburgh 
joined a Christian women’s book club and sent a list of 
its monthly selections going all the way back to 1999.

I also heard from readers, including many active and 
retired librarians, who shared their library love stories. 
Vic Hart of Salem, S.C., was, well … a “disruptive” stu-
dent in high school study hall. Vic was thrilled—and 
miraculously reformed—when his despairing principal 
sentenced him permanently to the library, where he 
could read uninterrupted for an hour at a time.

Several of you had questions:
Where does the Bible fi t into your one-book plan? 

God’s Word and strong coff ee start my day, every day. 
Do you count audio- and e-books or only hard-

copy books? I count books in all forms. For example, 
last year I listened to the one-volume version of The 
Gulag Archipelago. Bonus: the narrator read with a slow 
cadence, so I listened at 1.2x speed—which still sounded 
normal and not chipmunky—and fi nished the 21-hour 
listen in 19 fl at.

Do you feel you have to fi nish every book you start?
No. As an author myself, I feel it’s the author’s job to 
keep me reading, not my job to slog on through.

What book(s) can you recommend for our book 
club? Too many, of course, but I’ll try it in a few genres.

Nonfi ction: Bad Blood by Pulitzer-winning journal-
ist John Carreyrou. This triumph of investigative report-
ing tells the story of Elizabeth Holmes and her sham 
Silicon Valley company, Theranos. Listened to the audio-
book with my mouth hanging open.

Theology: Chosen by God by R.C. Sproul. An accessi-
ble unpacking of the life-changing doctrine of election.

Memoir: Radical Son by David Horowitz. The 
author traces how he went from 1960s campus radical 
and committed left ist to Reagan-era conservative.

History: The Devil in the White City by Erik Larson. 
A groundbreaking and much-emulated interweaving of 
two distinct storylines.

Fiction: Shōgun by James Clavell. A sweeping tale of 
love, power, and warring samurai in feudal Japan.

Another favorite novel: Lonesome Dove by Larry 
McMurtry, another Pulitzer winner. I have a handsome 
bison shoulder mount named Augustus McCrae hang-
ing over the outdoor fi replace. I call him Gus for short. 
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N A FEDERAL LAWSUIT against 
Twitter, two boys say they were sexu-
ally exploited on the social media 
platform. One of the boys said that 
when he was 13, an online predator 
posed as a 16-year-old girl and 
solicited explicit photos. Three years 
later, the boy learned the photos were 

being distributed on Twitter.
He says Twitter denied his and his moth-

er’s request to remove the photos, which 
garnered 2,000 retweets and 160,000 views, 
and did not remove the photos until the 
Department of Homeland Security became 
involved. The case is now before the 9th U.S. 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

Several Twitter accounts with content 
that reportedly sexually exploits children 
racked up more than 10 million views before 
Elon Musk took over the company, accord-
ing to a report in December from an inde-
pendent cybersecurity and data analyst 
working with Twitter’s new management. 
More than 95 percent of the active Twitter 
accounts with exploitative videos had “acted 
with impunity for years,” the analyst, Andrea 
Stroppa of the cybersecurity group Ghost 
Data, said in a tweet.

Eliza Bleu, a trafficking survivor and 
victim advocate, claimed Musk told her over 
the phone before his Oct. 27 purchase of 

Twitter that ridding the platform of child 
porn was his top priority. Since his takeover, 
Musk has said publicly it is “Priority #1.” On 
Nov. 19, Bleu tweeted that one of the most 
popular hashtags used to sell child porn “is 
almost completely cleaned out.” 

Meanwhile, Twitter’s safety team touted 
improved detection and enforcement 
methods, which it said led to more accounts 
containing child pornography being sus-
pended in November than in any previous 
month in 2022. It also reinstated a reporting 
mechanism for minors experiencing sexual 
exploitation on the platform. Stroppa said in 
a tweet that the platform removed 44,000 
accounts apparently involving child pornog-
raphy, including 1,300 attempting to bypass 
Twitter’s detection efforts.

In a Dec. 9 Twitter Spaces audio session, 
Bleu accused past leadership of being more 
concerned about censoring users’ speech and 
ideas than removing child sexual abuse 
material. Both Musk and Ella Irwin, who 
was recently promoted to Twitter’s trust and 
safety head, attended the session. 

Bleu is among the anti-trafficking advo-
cates who say they are cautiously hopeful 
that the company may better police the 
platform for child porn.

For several years in a row, the National 
Center on Sexual Exploitation (NCOSE) 

TRENDI NG

A massive cleanup job
Twitter has made moves to remove child porn, 

but there’s still a lot of work to do
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“Critics of Musk say 
Twitter’s skeletal staff 
is even less capable 

of managing the 
rampant child 

pornography on 
the platform.”

has placed Twitter on its “Dirty Dozen” 
list for its failure to stop pedophiles 
and predators from trading child porn 
on the platform. NCOSE’s own 
research detected child porn on Twitter 
and repeatedly reported accounts and 
hashtags to the company. But the 
accounts were not removed and contin-
ued amassing views, Lina Nealon, 
NCOSE’s director of corporate and 
strategic initiatives, told me on a phone 
call. In 2021, the National Center for 
Missing and Exploited Children 
received nearly 87,000 reports of child 
porn on the platform. 

Nealon says that while Musk 
appears in public comments and some 
recent actions to care about cleaning up 
child porn, “we’re also seeing plans and 
actions that could mitigate that 
movement.” 

Unlike Facebook and Instagram, 
Twitter permits adult pornography and 
has no mechanism to verify age or 
consent. Under Musk, the company has 
considered adding a paywall video 
feature similar to the lucrative porn 
sharing site OnlyFans, according to 
an internal email obtained by The
Washington Post. Anti-trafficking 
advocates—and Twitter’s own analysts 
in a study earlier this year—said the 
feature would make child porn and 
trafficking harder to detect and likely 
cause it to proliferate further. 

Nealon and other anti-trafficking 
advocates note that while Instagram, 
TikTok, and YouTube banned 
Pornhub, a porn website known for 
sexually exploiting children, Twitter 
has allowed the site to maintain its 
account. 

In a Twitter dispute with Musk, the 
company’s co-founder and past CEO 
Jack Dorsey defended the company’s 
track record on child porn. But two 
former staff members told The
Washington Post that previous execu-
tives had not dedicated enough 
resources to combating such content. 

Critics of Musk, including former 
employees, say the company’s skeletal 
staff is even less capable of managing 
rampant child pornography on the 

platform. Irwin, the Twitter safety 
chief, has disputed that claim, telling 
Bleu during the Twitter Spaces conver-
sation that the company is “moving 
faster than we’ve ever moved.” Irwin 
said when she joined the company last 
June, she found “gaping holes” in staff-
ing and resources devoted to child 
safety. Under Musk, she believes, the 
company will implement much-needed 
changes.

Nealon is measured in her optimism 
since she says child porn is still too easy 
to find on Twitter. “It’s too early to 
applaud Musk as completely changing 
the platform,” she said. “It’s been an 
ecosystem of exploitation. The things 
that have made it that have not 
changed yet.”

The Twitter logo is posted on the exterior of 
Twitter headquarters in San Francisco.
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INDIANA HAS PRODUCED
six of America’s 49 vice presi-
dents. None has gone on to 

the top job. For Mike Pence to be the 
first, he needs to convince Republican 
primary voters to come around on his 
decisions regarding the Electoral 
College count on Jan. 6, 2021.

His new autobiography So Help Me 
God (Simon & Schuster 2022) is a cor-
nerstone of that effort. It begins in the 
hour of crisis, as protesters invade the 
U.S. Capitol to stop the certification 
of Joe Biden’s election. (Unapologetic 
for his decisions that day, Pence argues 
that he was bound by law, precedent, 
and ultimately his oath of office to 

certify the results of the Electoral 
College vote.) He recounts being rushed 
to the basement by the Secret Service, 
missing the mob by mere moments.

From this dramatic opening, Pence 
starts his story back amid the cornfields 
and small towns of southern Indiana, 
as one of six children of Ed and Nancy. 
Blessed with an idyllic childhood in a 
strong community and loving family, 
Pence was raised Irish, Catholic, and 
Democratic.

In college he discovered a personal 
and evangelical faith. He also began 
questioning his politics as he saw the 
common sense and sunny optimism of 
Ronald Reagan. In 1988 he ran for 
Congress as a Republican but lost. 
After a decade as an Indianapolis talk 
radio host, he tried again and won.

Pence spent a decade in the House, 
an heir to Reagan and Newt Gingrich. 
The Republican majority didn’t adhere 
to Pence’s brand of fiscal conservatism, 
and he frequently stood up to President 
George W. Bush on domestic policy 
even as he reliably voted for the war on 
terror. Next came a single term as gov-
ernor of Indiana, marked most notably 
by the fiasco over the Indiana Religious 
Freedom Restoration Act, followed by 
Donald Trump’s invitation to be his 
running mate.

As vice president, Pence was consti-
tutionally immune from firing-by-
tweet, which gave him the freedom to 
be an actual friend to the president. In 
the cutthroat world of Washington 
politics, made doubly so by the helter-
skelter of the Trump White House, 
Pence was thoughtful about stewarding 
his influence well.

Three themes permeate the book. 
First is Pence’s consistent conservatism, 
from declining to follow president and 
party on entitlements to his pro-life 
and pro-Israel advocacy. Not since at 
least Richard Nixon’s service in the 
1950s was a vice president so thoroughly 
and vocally conservative.

Second is Karen Pence’s constant 
presence at her husband’s side. Pence 
tells of both his and Trump’s amuse-
ment at the controversy over “the 

So Help Me God
MIKE PENCE

BOOKS

Will voters like Mike?
The former VP offers a defense of his public service
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AGATHA CHRISTIE, the Queen of Crime, died 47 years 
ago, but her literary estate has given her most popular 
detectives a new lease on life. Since 2014, bestselling author 

Sophie Hannah has written four novels featuring Christie’s Hercule 
Poirot. And now, for the first time, Christie’s publisher has released 
a collection of new stories about her beloved amateur detective, 
Miss Jane Marple.

Marple: Twelve New Mysteries (William Morrow 2022) contains 
contributions from 12 female authors. Each short story gives Miss 
Marple an opportunity to use her powers of observation and her 
keen knowledge of human nature. The crime is often murder, but 

Miss Marple unravels less conse-
quential problems too. Some of the 
mysteries take place in her quaint 
hometown of St. Mary Mead, but 
she also becomes a globetrotter 
heading to New York, Italy, and 
Hong Kong.

Fans who have read Christie’s 
Miss Marple novels will notice 
callbacks to the originals in each 
short story. Miss Marple’s 
nephew Raymond West and his 
wife Joan feature much more 
prominently in these stories than 
they did in Christie’s novels. St. 
Mary Mead’s vicar Len Clement 
narrates one of the strongest 
stories in the collection—a nod to 

The Murder at the Vicarage, the book that introduced the world 
to Miss Marple.

The 12 writers all stick close to Christie’s relatively cozy tone. 
The stories don’t contain explicit violence, sex, or language. But the 
stories are uneven in quality, and some of the authors let their 
social commentary get a little predictable. 

Miss Marple still knits and makes probing comments without 
seeming to pry, but in the hands of these writers she’s much more 
cosmopolitan and progressive than Christie’s Marple, who harbored 
distrust of foreigners and exhibited a decidedly conservative out-
look. This new Marple fights racism, applauds Britain’s National 
Health Service, and befriends communists. 

None of these stories allude to Jane Marple’s old-fashioned piety, 
and we never once see her read her little book of Christian devotion, 
something Christie’s Marple did every day.

Pence rule,” that he would not have 
dinner alone with a woman other than 
his wife. “Can you believe it?” Trump 
asked. “After all they’ve said about me, 
now they are attacking Mike for being 
faithful to his wife.” Sometimes you 
just can’t win with the media.

Finally, Pence’s evangelical 
Christianity is evident throughout, as 
every chapter begins with a well-
chosen Bible verse. The book’s writing 
style reflects Pence’s penchant for ora-
tory and a certain aw-shucks Hoosier 
niceness that can be distracting. And 
the middle chapters can feel disjointed 
with their chronological approach, as 
readers jump from a tight congressio-
nal vote on tax cuts to a quick trip to 
Latin America, followed by the inaugu-
ral meeting of the Space Council. But 
Hoosier nice is who Pence is, and life in 
office requires just such an ability to 
move seamlessly from topic to topic.

Midway through, Pence recounts 
meeting one of his predecessors, Walter 
Mondale, who told him the most 
important thing public servants do is 
show kindness to the people they serve. 
It is hard to read this book and not like 
Mike Pence, to not see him as a kind 
and genuine man who makes his deci-
sions from conviction and conscience.

Whether that will be enough to 
redeem him in the eyes of primary 
voters will be the test of the next two 
years. This memoir is a good start.
—Daniel R. Suhr is managing attorney at the 
Liberty Justice Center 

BOOKS

An updated Marple
Queen of Crime gets a progressive makeover
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WANG YI, founding pastor of 
Early Rain Covenant Church 
in the Chinese city of Chengdu, 

was arrested on Dec. 9, 2018, as part of 
the crackdown on the well-known 
Presbyterian church. Officials detained 
hundreds of people affiliated with 
Early Rain and took its building. Wang 
is currently serving a nine-year sentence 
for subversion of state power and illegal 
business operations. 

Faithful Disobedience: Writings on 
Church and State From a Chinese 
House Church Movement (IVP 2022) is 
a collection of Wang’s important 
texts—statements, sermons delivered 
at major international conferences, 
interviews, blog entries, and pastoral 
letters—now available in English.  

A house church pastor, Wang offers 
his reflections on house churches, 
which are unregistered and distinct 
from state-sanctioned churches 
belonging to the Three-Self Patriotic 
Movement (TSPM). It is their refusal 
to allow the Chinese government to 
co-opt their theology and practices that 

fundamentally characterizes house 
churches, some of which gather in 
offices. Beijing’s Shouwang Church 
had to worship in public parks after 
authorities prevented it from meeting 
in its own property and rental space. 

Wang, trained as a legal scholar, 
traces the emergence of house churches 
in the 1950s and presents clear reasons 
to reject the TSPM. Jin Mingri, a pastor 
who left the TSPM and founded a 
prominent Beijing house church, also 
contributed to this book.

According to Wang, the TSPM 
mingles church and state in un-Biblical 
ways. Following Wang’s arguments, I 
could not help but recall the several 
Christians I know who have attended 
Three-Self churches, found Biblical 
teaching there, and would not com-
pletely agree with Wang’s stark 
denunciation of state churches. 

Still, Wang’s strong faith is indisput-
able. This collection includes the sermon 
he delivered following his release from 
police custody in May 2018. Preaching 
from Revelation, Wang equates martyr-
dom with the glory of the Church. He 
also condemns persecution less as an 
infringement of rights than as a hin-
drance to people coming to Jesus. 

In another essay, Wang lists his 
resolutions in the face of persecution, 
such as refusing to admit to crimes he’s 
accused of because of his faith and his 
peacefully resisting ideological reform 
“unless the prison authority tortures 
me brutally to the point of crushing my 
health and spirit.”  

The book includes a helpful time-
line for readers unfamiliar with the 
development of Christianity in China. 
Starting in the 1500s with the arrival of 
Portuguese trade ships and ending in 
2019 with Wang’s sentence, the time-
line helps readers situate some of the 
recurring references in the essays.

Faithful Disobedience offers insights 
into the ways the Chinese government 
uses the TSPM against God’s kingdom, 
but also how faithful Christians like 
Wang stand firm.

BOOKS

Standing strong in faith
A persecuted pastor defends China’s house churches
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Jack Zulu and the 
Waylander’s Key

S.D. SMITH & 
J.C. SMITH

(STORY WARREN BOOKS 2022)

Twelve-year-old base-
ball prodigy Jack Zulu 
lives in small-town West 
Virginia. When his 
friend Mr. Wheeler 
introduces him to a far-
away world called 
Wayland, Jack and two 
friends become aco-
lytes in a magical school 
there. They train to 
help Mr. Wheeler and 
others oppose Rancast, 
a powerful but danger-
ous immortal. This 
story, which The Green 
Ember author S.D. 
Smith co-wrote with his 
son, will entertain and 
edify young readers, 
although it isn’t as 
evenly developed as 
earlier works. 
Accomplished voice 
actor Zeno Robinson 
adds excitement and 
energy to this tale 
prizing friendship, 
adventure, and honor. 
Ages 9-12

Devotion (Young 
Readers Edition)

ADAM MAKOS
(LISTENING LIBRARY 2022)

Dominic Hoffman nar-
rates the audiobook 
version of Adam Makos’ 
Devotion (Young 
Readers Edition), which 
powerfully presents the 
real story of Jesse 
Brown, the first black 
Navy pilot, and his com-
mitted wingman, Tom 
Hudner. When Brown is 
shot down in Korea, 
Hudner risks his life to 
save him. Some charac-
ters in this story engage 
in ungodly behaviors 
(drunkenness, bad 
language, racism), and 
Makos includes war 
violence, though in a 
muted way. Still, the 
heroes provide godly 
models and Makos 
doesn’t hide characters’ 
Christian faith. A final 
chapter includes a 
poignant letter by Jesse 
to his wife, which 
includes God-honoring 
sexual content younger 
teens might want to 
skip. Ages 12 & up

Michael Vey:  
The Parasite

RICHARD PAUL EVANS
(SIMON & SCHUSTER AUDIO 2022)

College student Michael 
Vey thinks he’s headed 
to a reunion/party with 
his gifted Electroclan 
friends—including his 
longtime girlfriend 
Taylor (who can read 
minds/disrupt 
thoughts), Frank (who 
can throw electricity 
from his body), and 
Cassy (who can freeze 
muscles). But when 
several Electroclan 
members go missing, 
Michael (the most 
powerful) leads the 
team to Peru to find his 
friends and prevent the 
Chasqui from releasing 
an unusual weapon of 
mass destruction. 
Evans provides crisp 
writing, fascinating 
characters, and a clean 
read (despite one teen’s 
ability to see under 
clothes) that will please 
both teens and 
Christian parents. Read 
by experienced audio-
book narrator Fred 
Berman. Ages 12 & up

The Bluest Sky
CHRISTINA DIAZ 

GONZALEZ
(LISTENING LIBRARY 2022)

Giordan Diaz narrates 
this gripping story of a 
boy caught between 
the illusion and the real-
ity of communist Cuba 
during the summer of 
1980. On the surface, 
life in Fidel Castro’s 
regime doesn’t seem so 
bad to 11-year-old 
Héctor: Surrounded by 
loving family and 
friends, he’s a math 
whiz who hopes to rep-
resent his country in 
the International Math 
Olympiad. Héctor’s 
father, though, is an 
exile who escaped to 
the U.S. years earlier. 
The launch of the 
Mariel Boatlift gives 
Héctor’s family the 
chance to flee, too, but 
Héctor struggles with 
the deep cost of leaving 
everyone and every-
thing he knows behind 
for an unknown future 
with a father he can 
barely remember. 
Ages 12 & up

CH I LDREN’S BOOKS

Audiobooks for tween and teen boys
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 � Rated PG-13
 � Theaters
 � S1 / V5 / L5*

TOM HANKS, known as one of 
Hollywood’s nice guys, gets to 
unleash his inner grump in A Man 
Called Otto, directed by Marc 
Forster. The movie adapts Fredrik 
Backman’s Swedish novel from 
2012, A Man Called Ove (a Swedish 
adaptation was made in 2015).

Otto Anderson thinks the world 
is falling apart. The movie begins 
with Otto shopping in a hardware 
store, confident that he knows more 
about the products than the store’s 
youthful staff. He’s incredulous 

when they can’t understand he only 
wants 5 feet of rope rather than 2 
yards.

He’s only in his mid-60s, but 
the company he gave his life to has 
forced him into retirement. He 
thinks his neighborhood is going 
to pot—no one follows the rules 
clearly printed on street signs. And 
to make matters worse, a clueless, 
and irritatingly friendly, Hispanic 
family has moved in across the 
street. Otto is surrounded by idiots, 

or so he believes. But that family 
across the street will pierce Otto’s 
crusty exterior with love and 
kindness.

Columbia Pictures has marketed 
A Man Called Otto as a heartwarm-
ing comedy, but don’t be fooled. 
The movie has some heartwarming 
and comedic scenes, but it’s a very 
sad—and flawed—film.

In the opening scene, Otto is 
buying rope because he plans to 
hang himself. His wife Sonya died 
six months before, and now that 
he’s lost his job he feels he has noth-
ing to live for. The ceiling mount 
breaks during his attempted hang-
ing just as the new neighbors pull in 
with their U-Haul. Otto attempts 
suicide three more times during the 
film, and each time he’s interrupted 
by someone in need. The film 
attempts to turn these failed 
attempts at self-murder into jokes, 
but the undercurrent is too tragic.

As Otto plots his own demise, 
the film flashes back to his early life 
with Sonya. (Hanks’ son Truman 
Hanks plays a much younger Otto 
in these scenes.) Forster deftly juxta-
poses Otto’s despair in the present 
with the past life he still longs for. 
The brief transitions between the 
two lives are the film’s most beauti-
ful moments, but they’re filled with 
unbearable melancholy.

With the Canadian healthcare 
service recommending euthanasia 
for the vulnerable and elderly, the 
release of A Man Called Otto feels 
timely. This movie affirms the dig-
nity and value of each human life. 
Otto repeatedly seeks death because 
he feels useless and empty: The 
world has passed him by, and his 
wife is gone. But he realizes slowly 
that people still need and love him. 

The movie doesn’t suggest 
Otto’s suicide would be bad because 
he’s still useful. The inclusion of a 
comatose neighbor whose wife con-
tinues to care for him drives home 
the point. Death is bad because it 
robs others of the chance to love us.

*Ratings from kids-in-mind.com, 
with quantity of sexual (S), violent (V), 
and foul-language (L) content on a 
0-10 scale, with 10 high
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 � Rated R
 � Netflix
 � S3 / V5 / L5

AN AIRBORNE VIRUS, a newly 
developed drug, a gnawing fear 
of death—these phrases might 
sound like ominous headlines 
from the last few years, but they 
are also subjects in the dark 
comedy White Noise.

The story, based on Don 
DeLillo’s 1985 novel, centers on 
the Gladney family. Professor 
Jack Gladney (a paunchy Adam 
Driver) is the chair of “Hitler 
Studies” at a small college where 
he lectures on death’s meaning. 
His wife Babette (Greta Gerwig) 
has a sunny disposition but 
suffers from a fear of death.

It’s not long before the whole 
family is thinking about its own 
demise. A local train wreck causes 
an “airborne toxic event,” leading 
to a chaotic retreat to quarantine, 
with near-anarchy bubbling up.

Through this odd and exag-
gerated tale, the film examines

our own recent experience with a 
virus and the relentless news 
cycle’s admonitions concerning 
its dangers. 

How should the public accept 
news of impending doom? “She’s 
showing outdated symptoms,” 
the oldest son Heinrich says, as he 
tries to keep up with the news. 
Later on, another family member 
utters, “I want to know how 
scared I should be.”

Perhaps the most profound 
(and cynical) question posed in 
the movie is: Isn’t fear news? For a 
Christian, the answer is a hearty 
“no’’ because, like the righteous 
man in Psalm 112, we do not 
“fear bad news,” even when it 
may involve our mortality. 

The screenplay has the 
cadence and manner of a stage 
play, a style that may annoy some 
viewers. Directed and adapted by 
Noah Baumbach (Marriage 
Story), White Noise is not a movie 
for children, but mature viewers 
will find that the questions it
poses are timely.

The film reminds viewers people
aren’t meant to be alone and we owe 
each other a debt of kindness. The 
growing relationship between Otto 
and the young Hispanic family 
makes up the heart of the movie, 
but A Man Called Otto loses its 
focus and its narrative power about 
halfway through, taking a detour 
into political preachiness. 

First, Otto befriends a teenage 
transgender neighbor. (In the 
Swedish version, the neighbor is gay, 
but now in America being simply 
gay isn’t cool enough.) Every inter-
action between these two rings 
hollow. We’ve spent an hour seeing 
Otto call everyone he meets an idiot 
because they don’t understand how 
the world works, but he immedi-
ately accepts this teenager’s gender 
confusion without protest. Otto’s 
conversations with the teen don’t 
make sense in the context and are 
composed exclusively of LGBT 
clichés. Then, with the help of his 
new friends, Otto wages war against 
the evil capitalists who want to take 
over his neighborhood. Both the 
problem and the solution defy belief. 

The movie concludes too pre-
dictably, trying to elicit a few more 
tears before the credits roll, but by 
the end I was merely crying because 
another promising premise had 
been ruined by cheap progressive 
platitudes.

MOVI E

White Noise
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“By the end I was 
merely crying 

because another 
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MOVI E

Roald Dahl’s 
Matilda the Musical

b y  B O B  B R O W N

 � Rated PG
 � Netflix
 � S1 / V4 / L3

NOTHING STRIKES FEAR in a 
child’s heart like a confrontation 
with the school principal—ahem, so 
I’ve heard. In Roald Dahl’s Matilda 
the Musical, an adaption of the 2011 
stage musical by the same name, 
Agatha Trunchbull (Emma 
Thompson), Crunchem Hall 
Primary School’s tyrannical head-
mistress, turns the intimidating-
principal dial up to 11. While 
students past and present may laugh 
at Trunchbull’s caricatured nasti-
ness, social progressives watching 

this superbly crafted film will likely 
squirm in their seats from the very 
first scene.

The film opens in an English 
maternity ward with a musical 
number celebrating babies. 
Newborn after newborn, including 
two with Down syndrome, grace 
the screen while a child sings, “My 
mummy says I’m a miracle.” A 
dancing doctor chimes in: “Every 
life I bring into this world restores 
my faith in mankind.”

Not everyone loves children, 
though. The self-absorbed Mr. and 
Mrs. Wormwood (Stephen Graham 
and Andrea Riseborough) have 
despised their only child, Matilda 

(Alisha Weir), since before her birth, 
and they abuse her. Mr. Wormwood, 
who had hoped for a boy, always 
refers to his daughter as a boy. A 
direct allegation or not, the film 
associates gender confusion with 
villainous parenting.

Despite her dreadful upbringing, 
Matilda has a sharp mind and seeks 
to “change her story”—forge a new 
life. She befriends traveling librarian 
Mrs. Phelps (Sindhu Vee), to whom 
she relates installments of a dramatic 
tale she’s concocting about an 
“escapologist” and his pregnant 
daredevil wife. In this tale, a circus 
audience applauds when the couple 
announces the cancellation of a 
dangerous stunt because it might 
harm their unborn baby.

Matilda’s parents allow her to 
enroll at Crunchem, a place she 
finds more sinister than home. 
Trunchbull runs Crunchem like 
a prison and metes out severe 
punishment for any infraction of 
the rules.

“To teach the child, we must 
first break the child,” Trunchbull 
croons. She then bares the depths 
of her malice. “Imagine a world 
with no children … try it. The 
peace and the quiet.”

The school’s one ray of light is 
Matilda’s teacher, Miss Honey 
(Lashana Lynch), who nurtures her 
students but also trembles under 
Trunchbull’s brutality. The film 
ingeniously interweaves Matilda’s 
plight, flashbacks of Miss Honey’s 
own Dickensian childhood, and 
Matilda’s imaginative tale.

Matilda is a real trip: lush sets, 
gaudy costumes, and outsized 
performances from younger and 
older cast members alike. The film 
contains a few mild obscenities, and 
depictions of verbal and physical 
abuse of children often exceed what 
can be considered comical.

The songs’ melodies aren’t so 
catchy, but viewers might want sub-
titles to savor all the clever lyrics 
shrouded in British accents. 
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 � Rated PG
 � Theaters /streaming
 � S1 / V3 / L3

A SEQUEL TO A SPINOFF of a 
sequel to a storybook mashup—
that’s Puss in Boots: The Last 
Wish. Even though the tricks of 
the Shrek franchise aren’t new, 
this latest installment still has a 
lot to off er fans of the cracked- 
fairytale genre.

The swashbuckling Puss in 
Boots (voiced again by the 
incomparable Antonio Banderas) 
fi nds he’s buckled with a little too 
much swash. Fairytale cats might 
have nine lives, but Puss wasted 
his fi rst eight in a series of ridicu-
lous misadventures. Now afraid 
of losing his last life, the once 
dashing feline has become a 
shadow of his former self.

With help from his sometime- 
rival-sometime-love-interest 
Kitty Soft paws (Salma Hayek) 
and a new doggie friend Perrito 
(Harvey Guillén), Puss goes in 
search of a wishing star that can 

restore his lost lives. But a couple 
of criminal gangs are also aft er 
the last wish—Goldie’s (Florence 
Pugh) Bear Family and Jack 
Horner’s Baker’s Dozen.

Despite being marketed as a 
family movie, Puss in Boots: The 
Last Wish isn’t for everyone. Many 
younger children won’t care for 
the scary scenes in which a wolf-
like Grim Reaper pursues Puss, 
and some of the characters die in 
comically gruesome ways. The fi lm 
also pushes the boundary of its PG 
rating with some unfi nished exple-
tives and a bleeped-out tirade.

But folks who appreciate the 
Shrek franchise’s offb  eat humor 
will enjoy Puss in Boots: The Last 
Wish. The animation is smooth, 
beautiful, and action-packed. The 
excellent visuals complement a 
witty script with a virtuous mes-
sage. Puss and his friends learn 
the power of sacrifi cial love, and 
many characters in the movie 
become convicted of their selfi sh-
ness, learning to be content with 
what they already have.

MOVI E

Puss in Boots: 
The Last Wish

b y  C O L L I N  G A R B A R I N O

 BOX OFFICE TOP 10
For the weekend of Jan. 6-8, 
according to Box Offi  ce Mojo

 �1 Avatar: The Way of Water*
PG-13 • S4 / V6 / L5

�2 M3GAN*
PG-13 • S1 / V7 / L5

�3 Puss in Boots: 
The Last Wish*
PG • S1 / V3 / L3

�4 A Man Called Otto*
PG-13 • S1 / V5 / L5

�5 Black Panther: 
Wakanda Forever*
PG-13 • S2 / V5 / L4

�6 Whitney Houston: I Wanna 
Dance With Somebody
PG-13 • S4 / V3 / L5

�7 The Whale
R • S6 / V4 / L7

�8 Babylon
R • not rated

�9 Violent Night
R • S1 / V8 / L10

 �10 The Menu
R • S3 / V6 / L10

*Reviewed by WORLD
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FAIRY-
TALE 
MOVIES
� The Wizard 

of Oz / 1939
� Cinderella / 1950
� Sleeping Beauty / 1959
� The Princess Bride / 1987
� Beauty and the Beast / 1991
� Hook / 1991
� Aladdin / 1992
� Enchanted / 2007
� Tangled / 2010
� Brave / 2012
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M3GAN
b y  C O L L I N  G A R B A R I N O

 � Rated PG-13
 � Theaters
 � S1 / V7 / L5

M3GAN could be dismissed as just 
another horror movie about dolls, 
but it also offers a healthy dose of 
silliness with its scares while still 
delivering a stinging social rebuke.

Gemma (Allison Williams) 
works as a robotics engineer for the 
Funki toy company, but her career-
oriented life gets thrown into 
turmoil when she begins caring for 
her orphaned niece Cady (Violet 
McGraw). Gemma struggles to 
find a work-life balance, and Cady 

struggles with the loss of her parents. 
In order to free herself to work, 
Gemma builds an android compan-
ion named M3GAN (short for 
Model 3 Generative Android) to 
comfort and care for Cady. 

Everyone’s life should be better 
now. Gemma can work, and Cady 
won’t be lonely, but the android’s 
artificial intelligence takes a dark 
turn. Gemma forgot to include 
fail-safes and parental controls in 
M3GAN’s programming, and 
M3GAN begins to interpret her 
prime function of caring for Cady 
rather loosely, leading to deadly 
consequences.

M3GAN dishes up typical horror 
fare—something supposedly sweet 
and innocent turns into a night-
mare—but the movie, with its 
PG-13 rating, isn’t particularly 
horrific. There’s no supernatural 
element, just light science fiction. 
The android has an uncanny-valley 
demeanor, but she’s only mildly 
creepy. We get plenty of jump scares, 
but the blood and gore are kept to a 
minimum. The first half of the film 
contains little that’s frightening, 
instead relying on a building sense 
of wrongness.

The movie’s clever visuals nod 
to a variety of horror and action 
movies—most notably The 
Terminator—and director Gerard 
Johnstone mines these tropes with-
out making the film feel derivative. 
Instead, these tributes to other films 
add a quirky, comical aspect. 

Despite its silliness, M3GAN
offers some insightful social com-
mentary. The android acts as a 
metaphor for “screen time.” How 
many parents are guilty of quieting 
their children by handing them 
digital devices? In those moments, 
the goal isn’t the child’s well-being 
or the formation of character—the 
parents just want a break from 
incessant responsibilities. M3GAN 
becomes Cady’s babysitter, friend, 
and parent—freeing Gemma from 
the onus of doing all the little unfun 
things parents must.

The movie reminds us that an 
algorithm can’t love us and that bad 
parenting has consequences. Perhaps 
the most insightful moment comes 
when we see the confusion this situ-
ation has on Cady. Dependence on 
technology corrupts the child, who 
begins to love the deceitful android 
more than she loves her own family. 

A film featuring a talking doll 
with an indestructible titanium 
skeleton isn’t meant to be taken 
seriously, but M3GAN is an old-
school morality tale asking us if 
we’re the masters of our technology, 
or is it mastering us?
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THE 2023 GRAMMY nomina-
tions have been announced. 
And, as usual, you can find the 

most attention-worthy categories 
under the heading “classical.”

Approach the nominees as repre-
senting the “best” and your blood pres-
sure might spike. With thousands of 
new classical recordings released every 
year, there’s no way that a committee 
could evaluate more than a sliver.

So approach them instead as a short-
cut to discovering worthwhile recordings 
you’d have otherwise overlooked—even 
if, like the three below, they may have 
been shortlisted because they tick 
equity-diversity-inclusion boxes.

Having an all-black-female-
composer program, for instance, surely 
won’t hurt the chances of the New 
York Youth Symphony’s Florence Price, 
Jessie Montgomery, Valerie Coleman
(Avie) in the Best Orchestral 
Performance sweepstakes.

But if the current fashionability of 
Florence Price has revealed anything, 
it’s that she really was a delightful 

�

composer, capable of integrating 
African American melodic inflections 
into the framework of the European 
Romantic musical tradition (and, in the 
Piano Concerto, Gershwin) without 
giving either short shrift. And with the 
2019 composition Umoja: Anthem of 
Unity, Valerie Coleman situates herself 
among Price’s legatees.

More demanding is the Best Opera 
Recording nominee Anthony Davis: X: 
The Life and Times of Malcolm X by the 
Boston Modern Orchestra Project and 
Odyssey Opera Chorus (BMOP). A 
“tighter” recording of the original 1986 
version, the project still clocks in at 2½ 
hours. And its music, characterized in 
the liner notes as a meeting of the 
“improvised and subversive spirit of the 
blues” and the “form and structure of a 
post-tonal harmonic language of Berg 
and Stravinsky,” guarantees that no one 
will walk away humming melodies.

Moreover, the opera takes for 
granted the audience’s familiarity with 
or interest in Malcolm X’s life. Combine 
these factors and you have a work of 
relatively narrow appeal. The subject, 
however, is fascinating, not least 
because Malcolm X embodies Aristotle’s 
definition of the tragic hero. And the 
libretto is available at the BMOP web-
site, so following along is no problem.

As for the beliefs that inspired 
Christopher Tin’s Best Classical 
Compendium–nominated The Lost 
Birds (Universal)—namely, that birds 
are becoming extinct due to mankind’s 
ecology-indifferent ways—they may, 
given the track record of doomsaying 
environmentalists, eventually prove as 
fanciful as anything taught by the 
Nation of Islam.

But even if, at their simplest, Tin’s 
melodies cross Michel Legrand’s Brian’s 
Song with Neil Diamond’s Jonathan 
Livingston Seagull, they’re beautiful all 
the same. And the texts borne aloft by 
Voces8 and the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra (Emily Dickinson, Christina 
Rossetti, Edna St. Vincent Millay) uni-
versalize the message into sentiments 
that anyone acquainted with loss, avian 
or otherwise, will understand.

MUSIC

The best, or at least good, 
2022 classical albums  

Grammy nominees include worthwhile discoveries
b y  A R S E N I O  O R T E Z A
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Florence Price,  
Jessie Montgomery,  

Valerie Coleman

Anthony Davis: X: The Life 
and Times of Malcolm X

The Lost Birds
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Sail On Sailor: 1972 (Super Deluxe)
THE BEACH BOYS

The two albums here presented for reevaluation, Carl 
and the Passions—“So Tough” and Holland, made little 
impact when they first appeared. In retrospect, how-
ever, they reveal how devoted the Beach Boys were to 

forging ahead as a rock band even though the ’60s had ebbed and Brian 
Wilson had all but checked out. The new members Blondie Chaplin and 
Ricky Fataar provided rhythm-section muscle, Wilson-worthy vocals, 
and “Here She Comes.” The old members provided a soulfulness that had 
been in abeyance since the magnificent Wild Honey.

Unity NINA HAGEN
Twelve years ago, Hagen—the growly-voiced 
Godmother of German Punk—shocked her generally 
unshockable audience with her conversion-confirming 
album Personal Jesus. Now, on her first effort in over a 
decade, she opens with the gospel song “Shadrack” (in 

German), quotes “Wade in the Water” in the title cut, covers Sheryl Crow 
at her most spiritual, Bob Dylan at his most universal (in German), and 
“16 Tons.” Punky funk morphs into funky punk and back again. The 
guests Lene Lovich, George Clinton, and Bob Geldof lend additional 
semi-outsider cred.

Church Clothes 4 LECRAE
Embattled from without and within, embittered by 
both right and left, Lecrae channels his inner turmoil 
into rhymes evincing wounds and hope, sounds 
encompassing James Brown and airline travel, and 
beats that if never scoring a knockout should put him 

ahead of whoever he rightly or wrongly regards as his opponents on the 
card of any fair ringside judge. By all means, keep scratching your hip-hop 
itch with Zuby. But balance his unrelenting positivity with this.

Remember Me: The Mahalia Jackson Story
VARIOUS ARTISTS

The brief running lengths and shifting styles of the 27 
pieces on this biopic soundtrack make it seem more 
like a 60-minute trailer than a coherent audio drama. 
But for a generation increasingly noted for its dimin-

ished attention span, such an approach may be what it takes for millennials 
to warm up to one of the greatest singers, gospel or otherwise, of the 20th 
century. Boomers, of course, will want to know whether Ledisi (who also 
portrayed Jackson in Selma) does her vocal exemplar justice. On “Elijah 
Rock,” “Joshua Fit the Battle of Jericho,” “How I Got Over,” she’s getting 
there. On “Get Away Jordan” and “Trouble of This World,” she arrives.

MUSIC

New and noteworthy
b y  A R S E N I O  O R T E Z A

ENCORE
The most pleasant surprise in 
the “Super Deluxe” edition of 
Capitol/UME’s Sail On Sailor: 
1972 Beach Boys box isn’t 
any of the instruments-only 
mixes, vocals-only mixes, 
demos, or previously unre-
leased completed songs. It’s 
Disc 4, the second half of the 
Thanksgiving Day concert 
the band played at Carnegie 
Hall—specifically, the way 
the performances develop 
momentum as they head 
toward the climax. 

The set grinds to an 
awkward halt early on when 
Mike Love lectures the 
crowd for being too noisy 
(at a rock concert, imagine 
that). But by “Wild Honey,” 
the Boys have recovered, 
hitting a rock ’n’ roll stride 
that just a few years earlier 
would have seemed beyond 
their grasp. They maintain it 
through “California Girls,” 
“Surfin’ U.S.A.,” and “Fun, 
Fun, Fun.” Then, in a move 
that must’ve blindsided 
everyone, they tear into a 
smoking version of the 
Rolling Stones’ “Jumpin’ 
Jack Flash.” History hasn’t 
recorded whether the 
Stones themselves ever 
topped it. —A.O. 
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THIRTY-ODD YEARS AGO, I engaged in therapy with a 
machine: a plain-text program designed to help the 
befuddled and depressed work through their issues. 
Glowing letters on a blue screen asked, “How can I help 
you today?” I typed in an imaginary problem. Every 
statement from me generated a question or an encour-
aging prompt, such as “Let me re-state the issue … Is this 
correct?” or “Tell me how you feel about that.” At fi rst I 
could easily imagine a therapist on the other side of the 
screen patiently drawing out my responses, until we 
came to the point where I could expect some answers 
and wasn’t getting any.

To anyone uneasy about the rise of the machines, I 
have sort of good news and maybe bad news. A language 
model called ChatGPT is now available to random users 
on the OpenAI website. Writer and cultural observer 
Virginia Postrel interacted with the program and 
reported her conclusion on Substack: “Routine Writing 
Is About To Be Free.” That is, ChatGPT writes better 
than your average college freshman. It can easily handle 
“routine writing” on the order of company memos and 
project reports: Just feed it the facts and the program 
will roll out a presentation in workmanlike prose with 
which the most zealous grammarian will fi nd no fault.

I was intrigued. I checked it out. Sure enough, 
ChatGPT is at the service of the public while developers 
work out the bugs. As OpenAI explains, “We’ve trained 
this model using Reinforcement Learning from Human 

Feedback (RLHF)”—that is, “human AI trainers pro-
vided conversations in which they played both sides,” 
and over thousands of hours the model absorbed para-
digms of verbal interaction well enough to imitate it 
convincingly. That ability, combined with the encyclope-
dic information at its disposal, makes ChatGPT a word- 
juggling, essay-spewing, homework-dodging bad boy.

I began with a straightforward question: “Explain 
the debate between Athanasius and Pelagius.” The 
debate between Athanasius and Pelagius was a major 
controversy in the early Christian church that centered on 
the nature of human free will, original sin, and the role of 
divine grace in salvation. Not bad. How about “What 
must I do to be saved?” The specifi c beliefs and practices 
that are considered for salvation can vary widely. Here is 
a general overview of some common beliefs about salvation 
in Christianity—followed by a list that might be found 
on any evangelical church website. “How can I persuade 
my girlfriend to marry me?” generated boilerplate 
endearments that would have melted any young lady 
halfway inclined.

But artistry and humor are beyond it. “Make a pun” 
yields a lame riddle and a defi nition of “pun.” The 
 model’s notion of “witty dialogue” leaves Oscar Wilde’s 
reputation unchallenged. Virginia Postrel’s eff orts to 
refi ne its concept of blank verse unmasked ChatGPT as 
a dutiful but dull student, capable of regurgitating facts 
but not of using them creatively. Because when it comes 
to that, ChatGPT doesn’t know anything and can’t leap 
from fact to application. It can only get there by coded 
pathways. Materialists argue that the human brain 
works the same way; AI is only imitating a process that 
took evolution millions of years. But materialists are 
missing something: a spark between synapses, the light-
bulb brightness of an idea that is the origin and essence 
of human language created by the master Creator.

The good news is that, however sophisticated its 
appearance, AI will never have an original idea. The bad 
news? It might be able to fake it. And as a sometime 
writing teacher I fear generations of students leaning on 
ChatGPT and its progeny to produce their assignments, 
thus skipping over a bedrock of their education. For 
writing is thinking: Speaking for myself, I don’t know 
what I think until it’s black letters on white. I learned 
how to do it by trial-and-error with a pencil, not a 
 program. Will outsourcing thought to a machine result 
in thinking like a machine?
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The limits of 
ChatGPT
For learning to think, the pen is mightier 
than the program
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Since the launch of WORLD Opinions, more than 40 respected Christian 
voices have shared their perspectives through 700-plus columns on the 
many ideologies and events attempting to redefine our world today. Their 
reasoned, respectful commentary has kept readers better informed on 
how to think about and discuss the consequential issues of our times.

Subscribe to WORLD and receive three of these columns each weekday 
as well as unlimited access to headlines, reports, and magazine archives.
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LOCKED 
AND 
LOADED
How 9/11 and the quest 
for power turned the FBI 
into a political weapon
by Emma Freire
photo illustrations by Krieg Barrie
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RYAN-MARIE HOUCK woke up early at her home in 
rural Pennsylvania, preparing for a busy day. It was late 
September 2022, and she planned to take her seven 
children to their homeschool co-op. Her husband, 
Mark, had already gone downstairs to put a breakfast 
quiche in the oven. Ryan-Marie was on her way to take 
a shower when she saw fl ashing police lights refl ected 
on the wall. She looked out a front window and was 
shocked at what she saw: FBI agents, guns up and 
wearing tactical gear, advancing on the Houcks’ home. 
Law enforcement vehicles covered the driveway and 
front lawn, and the approaching agents took cover 
behind them as if preparing for a fi refi ght.

Several agents reached the house, and one pounded 
on the door. That woke the children, who ran down the 
stairs crying and screaming. Ryan-Marie did her best to 
hold them back.

Mark left  the kitchen and stood on the other side of 
the door. He yelled at the agents, “I’m going to open the 
door, but please, I have seven babies in the house!”

When Mark opened the door, agents swarmed in, 
weapons aimed at Mark and Ryan-Marie. One told Mark 
he was under arrest while another handcuff ed him.

He asked Ryan-Marie to bring him a rosary and a 
sweatshirt because it was cold, and he was still in his 
pajamas. She ran to fetch those things, but when she 
got back, he was already gone.

Mark Houck isn’t a dangerous criminal. Instead, he 
leads a nonprofi t men’s ministry and regularly prays 
and protests peacefully outside abortion facilities. The 
FBI had come to arrest him over a minor incident that 
took place a year earlier. Outside a Planned Parenthood 
facility in Philadelphia, an abortion-center escort began 
harassing Houck’s 12-year-old son. Aft er the man 
ignored Houck’s requests to leave the boy alone, a scuf-
fl e ensued. Houck’s lawyer, Peter Breen of the Thomas 
More Society, insists his client wasn’t to blame: “Our 
position is the alleged victim was the aggressor.” 

The local district attorney reviewed the case and 
declined to prosecute. “That’s where the matter should 
have ended,” Breen says. “Instead, someone at the 
Department of Justice in Washington, D.C., wanted to 
make an example of Mark Houck.” 

Enter the FBI. The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
is America’s premiere law enforcement agency. It boasts 
sweeping investigative authority in many areas, ranging 
from domestic terrorism to civil rights. It’s also an intel-
ligence agency and can apply for warrants to wiretap 
American citizens via the special court set up by the 
Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA). Given 
these vast powers, the FBI could infl ict enormous harm 
if weaponized for political ends.
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Critics say that’s already happened.
Just before Christmas, journalist Matt Taibbi 

released a trove of documents provided by new Twitter 
CEO Elon Musk. The emails between former Twitter 
executives and government offi  cials show the company 
fi elding—and in many cases honoring—requests to 
censor content and users the government disagreed 
with. The FBI was at the center of many of those 
requests, which included alleged COVID-19 misinfor-
mation and election-related messages. To compensate 
for the time Twitter staff ers spent reviewing requests, 
the FBI reportedly paid the company $3.4 million.

In November, Republican members of the House 
Judiciary Committee released a report based on inter-
views with more than 20 FBI whistleblowers. They claim 
to have witnessed “a systematic culture of unaccountabil-
ity.” Now that Republicans hold a majority in the House 
of Representatives, they plan to investigate the agency, 
likely using the November report as a road map.

Aft er the FBI hustled Mark Houck out of his home 
in his pajamas, 22 Republicans sent a letter to U.S. 
Attorney General Merrick Garland demanding to 
know why. The Justice Department had decided to 
charge Houck under the Federal Freedom of Access to 
Clinic Entrances (FACE) Act, even though the incident 
had nothing to do with blocking access to abortion. 

RYAN-MARIE HOUCK 
rural Pennsylvania, preparing for a busy day. It was late 
September 2022, and she planned to take her seven 
children to their homeschool co-op. Her husband, 
Mark, had already gone downstairs to put a breakfast 
quiche in the oven. Ryan-Marie was on her way to take 
a shower when she saw fl ashing police lights refl ected 
on the wall. She looked out a front window and was 
shocked at what she saw: FBI agents, guns up and 
wearing tactical gear, advancing on the Houcks’ home. 
Law enforcement vehicles covered the driveway and 
front lawn, and the approaching agents took cover 
behind them as if preparing for a fi refi ght.

Several agents reached the house, and one pounded 
on the door. That woke the children, who ran down the 
stairs crying and screaming. Ryan-Marie did her best to 
hold them back.

Mark left  the kitchen and stood on the other side of 
the door. He yelled at the agents, “I’m going to open the 
door, but please, I have seven babies in the house!”

When Mark opened the door, agents swarmed in, 
weapons aimed at Mark and Ryan-Marie. One told Mark 
he was under arrest while another handcuff ed him.

He asked Ryan-Marie to bring him a rosary and a 
sweatshirt because it was cold, and he was still in his 
pajamas. She ran to fetch those things, but when she 
got back, he was already gone.

v38 2 FBI.indd   46 1/11/23   9:12 AM



Given Houck’s lack of a criminal record and the minor 
nature of the incident, the normal procedure would be 
to allow his attorney to bring him in. Instead, the FBI 
treated him like a violent threat. Aft er dragging Houck 
from his home, agents drove him to the local U.S. 
Marshal’s offi  ce and chained him to a table for about 
four hours. He was eventually released on a $10,000 
bond and his own recognizance. 

But Houck’s children are still processing the trauma 
of what they witnessed. “Ryan-Marie says they are 
getting counseling,” Breen told me. “The older kids 
appear to be better able to process it. For the younger 
ones, there’s a lot of lost sleep. For their 4- and 6-year-
olds, it is really hard for them to understand how 
their daddy was taken away in handcuff s by lots of 
men with guns.”

 MUELLER’S OVERREACH 
Seven weeks before FBI agents pounded on Mark 
Houck’s door, Jim Long’s phone pinged. Long, a retiree 
living in Mission Viejo, Calif., received a simply worded 
text message about the agency he once worked for.

“The FBI is corrupt,” the text said.
The message came from a former colleague and 

friend who had just retired. Confused, Long wondered 
what had happened. It took him less than 30 seconds 
on his computer to discover the cause of his friend’s 
cryptic text: Dozens of federal agents had surrounded 
another home, at an address with a bit more prestige 
than the Houcks’: Mar-a-Lago, former President 
Donald Trump’s South Florida estate.

“My fi rst response was, ‘This is a terrible day for 
democracy,’” says Long, who served in the FBI from 
1998 to 2018. But he was not surprised. “I saw it 
coming.”

Long is among a group of retired agents who say 
the FBI is already both politicized and weaponized. 
They trace the roots of these problems to the massive 
reorganization undertaken by former Director Robert 

Mueller aft er 9/11. Citing an avalanche of intelligence 
failures leading up to the attacks, critics demanded 
reform. Mueller decided the answer was centralized 
control from Washington, D.C..  

For most of its history, FBI operations revolved 
around 56 fi eld offi  ces. Mueller’s predecessor, Director 
Louis Freeh, started his career as an FBI fi eld agent 
and supported the agency’s long-standing offi  ce-of- 
origin system. In that framework, a single fi eld offi  ce is 
responsible for running a case and that offi  ce sends out 
leads as needed to other fi eld offi  ces, who then report 
back. The fi eld offi  ce system also ensured the FBI’s 
power was diff used rather than concentrated in one 
location. 

Mueller, by contrast, was a former federal prosecu-
tor who had never served in the FBI. That showed in 

“Someone at the Department of Justice in Washington, 
D.C., wanted to make an example of Mark Houck.”

Photos from the morning the FBI arrested Mark Houck in 
front of his children; Mark Houck (left) with his family; 
Attorney General Merrick Garland
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the way he approached the reorganization, Long says. 
“Mueller felt like headquarters knew better than any-
body, and he did not trust the agents on the streets of 
any fi eld offi  ce.”

Mueller created what are called fl ying squads, Long 
says: “When there was a big case, he would fl y a squad 
in from headquarters rather than use the boots on the 
ground.”

Long emphasizes that his views are his own and do 
not represent the FBI, but he is not alone in his think-
ing. Kurt Siuzdak, who retired from the FBI last year, 
now runs a law fi rm representing FBI whistleblowers. 
He says Mueller began hiring non-FBI agents for 
important functions such as liaising with the public and 
with congressional offi  ces. The end result of his reorga-
nization was a cultural shift  within the agency. “The 
politics became more important than real world investi-
gative experience,” Siuzdak says. He means party poli-
tics—as in doing the bidding of the party in power. 
“You had guys who had no ability to actually do cases 
becoming managers, and then that group started 
self-selecting.”

These trends accelerated under Mueller’s successor, 
James Comey, who took offi  ce in 2013. Three retired 
agents interviewed for this story all pinpointed a single 
day when they knew the FBI had lost its way: July 5, 
2016.

That was the day Comey announced Hillary 
Clinton would not be prosecuted over her private email 
server. The announcement came as Clinton was in the 
midst of her presidential campaign. Many people—
from ordinary Americans to those in law enforce-
ment—found Comey’s statement stunning. “That is 
not something the FBI does,” says Doug Wolfe, who 
served in the agency in the 1980s. “The FBI investi-
gates, and the DOJ attorneys make the decision to 
prosecute.” 

President Donald Trump fi red Comey in 2017. But 
some say the former president missed an opportunity 
to reform the FBI when he appointed Christopher 
Wray as Comey’s successor. “Wray had an opportunity 
to clean up the leadership culture at the FBI, to end the 
politicization, and to restore trust and integrity in the 
FBI’s mission,” the November House report states. 
“By any objective measure, Wray has failed.”

The report, written by the Republican members of 
the House Judiciary Committee, lists 11 instances of 
alleged politicization of the FBI and the DOJ, including 
the raid on Mar-a-Lago and Mark Houck’s arrest. It 
also lists 69 attacks on pro-life facilities that have 
occurred since the draft  opinion in Dobbs v. Jackson, the 
case that  overturned Roe v. Wade, was leaked. The 
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report notes that none of the attacks has resulted in a 
single arrest. “The problem lies with the FBI structure 
that centralizes high-profi le cases in D.C., in the hands 
of politicized actors with politicized incentives,” the 
report says. “Quite simply, the problem—the rot within 
the FBI—festers in and proceeds from Washington.”

Siuzdak represents more than a dozen FBI whis-
tleblowers, all of whom agree with the House commit-
tee’s assessment: “They’re telling me there’s been an 
infusion of politics in the FBI but only in upper 
management.”

Christopher Wray disagrees. During testimony 
before Congress in November, Wray disputed any sug-
gestion that the FBI is being weaponized for political 
ends. “The FBI that I see every single day and that I 
hear about from all of them is an FBI that does the 
right thing in the right way, with rigor, with profession-
alism, with objectivity, with skill. I will stack our work-
force up against any, anywhere in the world, anytime.” 

Wray also insisted public trust in the FBI remains 
high. As proof, he cited the growing number of applica-
tions to work at the agency over the past three years, “at 
a time when I hear all the time law enforcement all over 
this country is having the opposite experience.” he said 
during his testimony.

 A TROUBLED HISTORY 
Though Mueller’s reorganization of the FBI has laid it 
open to claims of weaponization, the agency’s history 
has never been squeaky clean. The agency’s founding 
director, J. Edgar Hoover, served from 1924 until his 
death in 1972 and left  a controversial legacy. He com-
piled dossiers of embarrassing information on promi-
nent Americans like the Kennedys, failed to prosecute 
the Italian mafi a (judging communism a greater 
threat), protected President Richard Nixon, and wire-
tapped private citizens, including Martin Luther King 
Jr. In 1975, Congress formed the Church Committee to 
investigate federal law enforcement and intelligence 
agencies aft er the Watergate probe. Aft erward, to curb 
the power of future FBI directors, Congress passed a 
law limiting future FBI directors to a 10-year term. 

But that didn’t prevent other kinds of corruption, as 
in the case of Whitey Bulger, the violent gangster who 
worked as an FBI informant beginning in 1975. In 
1995, Bulger commenced 16 years on the run aft er his 
FBI handler tipped him off  to an imminent racketeer-
ing indictment. This though Bulger was implicated in 
the murders of 19 people.

Then in 1992, an FBI sniper shot and killed the wife 
of right-wing separatist Randy Weaver, whom U.S. 
marshals were attempting to arrest in Ruby Ridge, 

Idaho. Vicki Weaver wasn’t wanted for any crimes and 
was holding a baby at the time she was shot. A year 
later, the FBI locked itself in a 51-day standoff  with 
members of the Branch Davidian cult in Waco, Texas, 
resulting in a fi re and the deaths of 75 people, including 
25 children. The disaster sparked a public outcry and 
multiple investigations, and the FBI subsequently 
steered clear of heavily armed raids. 

But recent enforcement actions seem to suggest a 
return to such tactics, and recent targets seem more 
political—a politics that suggests FBI’s leadership leans 
left . Meanwhile, Siuzdak says agents themselves have, 
like many law enforcement professionals, tended to be 
more conservative.

Not that individual political views mattered to most 
agents, who considered themselves “unbiased agents of 
the federal government,” Siuzdak adds.

But that may not last much longer. “The generation 
of agents that grew up under Freeh and saw all these 
changes under Mueller and Comey—we could not wait 
to get out,” says retired agent Jim Long.
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One reason: FBI managers have begun policing 
agents’ personal politics.

Siuzdak says he knows of two agents who attended 
Trump’s speech on Jan. 6, 2021—off  the clock, on their 
own time. The agents did not go to the Capitol aft er-
ward and were not present when Trump supporters 
entered the halls of Congress. Still, the FBI withdrew 
the agents’ security clearances as a result. Siuzdak says 
the FBI has discovered this to be a convenient and 
eff ective way to punish agents.

“Here’s the thing with clearances, you are technically 
not terminated, but you just lose your clearance for 12 
years and you have to report where you’re working. The 
bureau has to approve everywhere you get a job,” Siuzdak 
says. Unlike other agencies that outsource, the FBI han-
dles its own security clearances. Technically, there’s an 
appeals process, but it is within the bureau, Siuzdak says: 
“So the people who authorized you to be removed are 
the same people who are going to do your appeal.”

According to Siuzdak, agents who have their secu-
rity clearances revoked generally choose to resign. The 
prospect of seeking FBI approval for their employment 
for the next 12 years, with no guarantee their clearance 
will be reinstated at the end, is too onerous.

The FBI meted out this treatment to agent Kyle 
Seraphin, who blew the whistle before Congress when 
the DOJ dispatched FBI agents to investigate parents 

who spoke out at school board meetings against left -
wing curricula.

By contrast, FBI agents who kneeled during a Black 
Lives Matter protest in Washington, D.C., on June 4, 
2020, got perks. A supervisor praised their actions, and 
the FBI Agents Association, a nonprofi t that represents 
agents’ interests, gave them $100 gift  cards. Siuzdak 
called the gift  card rewards unprecedented.

 POLITICIZED INVESTIGATIONS 
It’s normal for politics to infl uence the FBI’s work to 
some extent. Robert Higdon served as U.S. attorney for 
North Carolina’s Eastern District during the Trump 
administration. He previously worked as an assistant 
U.S. attorney and today is in private practice. Higdon 

says the goals for the Department of Justice and FBI 
come straight from the top: The president sets priorities 
with very broad executive orders. The attorney general 
makes them more specifi c. Then, “the deputy attorney 
general would make them more working-day type 
 priorities, and I would translate that into action in my 
district,” Higdon says. “The FBI would know what my 
priorities were. They were what you would expect: 
drugs, violent crime, public corruption. The FBI would 
pitch cases, and we would make a judgment as to 
whether those cases advanced the goals.”

But while a limited degree of politicization is 
 perhaps unavoidable, managers at FBI headquarters 
have in recent years crossed new lines. 

Take, for instance, Crossfi re Hurricane, the FBI’s 
investigation into possible links between Russia and 
Trump’s 2016 presidential campaign. In a lengthy 
report, DOJ Inspector General Michael Horowitz 
describes some of the abuses committed during that 
operation: Agents failed to follow the most basic 
 procedures and misled the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance (FISA) Court in its application for a 
 wiretap warrant.

The FBI’s treatment of former Trump national 
security adviser Gen. Michael Flynn is another 
Crossfi re Hurricane abuse, according to Heritage 
Foundation legal fellow Hans von Spakovsky: Two FBI 

agents interviewed Flynn. They then went back to their 
offi  ce and fi lled out a Form 302, summarizing what 
Flynn told them. “This is standard FBI protocol,” von 
Spakovsky says. “These agents later said they didn’t 
think that Flynn lied to them, but [FBI agent] Peter 
Strzok, who was their supervisor, came in and edited 
their summaries. He had not been in the meeting with 
Flynn, and yet he’s editing their summaries. It was 
those edited versions that were then used to prosecute 
Flynn for supposedly lying to these FBI agents.”

More recently, the FBI’s Washington headquarters 
has been running the investigations into the events of 
Jan. 6, 2021. Nearly 1,000 people have been prosecuted 
for various crimes connected with that day. The House 
whistleblower report says the D.C. headquarters asked 

“The generation of agents that grew up under
Freeh and saw all these changes under Mueller and 

Comey—we could not wait to get out.”
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fi eld offi  ces to open cases related to Jan. 6 but in reality 
are running every aspect of the investigation. This runs 
contrary to standard practice. According to the report, 
one whistleblower said, “The manipulative case fi le 
practice creates false and misleading crime statistics. 
Instead of hundreds of investigations stemming from a 
single black swan incident at the Capitol, FBI and DOJ 
offi  cials point to signifi cant increases in domestic 
 violent extremism and terrorism around the United 
States.”

Put plainly, whistleblowers say the FBI is cooking 
the books to exaggerate the threat of domestic 
terrorism.

Siuzdak agrees in principle that only a small frac-
tion of Jan. 6 protesters meant harm, but the Capitol 
melee still broke his heart. Siuzdak was working at the 
FBI offi  ce in New Haven, Conn., that day. “I was in 
tears,” he says. He believes FBI agents in D.C. should 
have gone out to defend the Capitol. Still, Siuzdak 
 considers current DOJ prosecution of Jan. 6 off enders 
overkill. “There were defi nitely people in that group 
actively seeking to do something bad. They had helmets 

and they had bottles of mace and they were in forma-
tion. Those people are dangerous.”

While such people should face criminal charges, he 
says, the majority were mere trespassers.

Von Spakovsky believes strong congressional over-
sight and legal protections for whistleblowers are 
needed to put the FBI back on track—and to keep the 
agency in check. He also believes authority should be 
returned to the fi eld offi  ces. “I think you would get less 
partisan activity there, particularly because those agents 
are tied in with a local community.” 

That policy might have prevented what happened 
to Mark Houck. Today, the pro-life activist is back 
home, hoping his lawyers can get the charges against 
him dismissed. If that fails, Houck will face trial. 

And he’s not alone. Just a few weeks aft er the 
Houck raid, 11 more pro-life activists were arrested 
under the FACE Act, including two whose homes were 
swarmed like Houck’s. So for now at least, the FBI 
shows no signs of curbing splashy enforcement actions 
against soft  targets that seem made for  television—and 
for the party in power. 

Former FBI Director Louis Freeh
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The morning I gave birth to my third child I awoke to the harsh beep of an IV pump 
just as a bubbly, petite nurse opened my hospital room door. She wore a green surgical 
cap and mask, leaving only her dark brown eyes visible. But they glowed with kindness 
and confidence. My excitement grew as we discussed the plan for my son’s entry into 
the world. Any jitters I felt about the delivery stilled in the presence of my nurse’s 
obvious proficiency. I had no idea that in just a few hours, she would save my life.

Later that morning, a doctor came in to give me an epidural. It wasn’t until after 
he left me alone that I realized something had gone terribly wrong. Instead of targeting 
my pelvic area to control the labor pain, the medication raced through my entire body. 
It numbed my arms, lowered my blood pressure, and worse, made it difficult to breathe. 
I felt the room going dark and fought to stay awake. As a nurse myself, I knew the 
doctor’s mistake could kill me, and I was terrified. I begged God to save my life.

Suddenly my nurse appeared above me, her eyes now full of concern. She asked 
me a question, but I couldn’t answer. I simply lay there, helpless. She quickly turned 
off the epidural and gave me a rescue medication. It immediately made it easier for 
me to breathe, but the full effects of the epidural took several hours to wear off. Later 
that afternoon, I delivered a healthy baby boy.
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I tried to forget my near-death experience in the 
delivery room, but eight weeks later it came back to 
haunt me. In the midst of an ordinary morning, snug-
gling my newborn and breaking up spats between the 
older two siblings, my heart rate spiked. It felt like a 
kick in the chest. I couldn’t catch my breath and the 
room began to spin. I spent the rest of the day in the 
emergency department, undergoing tests and labs, but 
doctors couldn’t determine what was wrong.

Over the following weeks, the heart-racing episodes 
became more frequent and intense. They woke me 
from sleep and often coincided with intense stomach 
pain and diarrhea. I was sent to follow-up appoint-
ments with specialist after specialist, but no one could 
pinpoint the cause. That’s when my doctors began to 

suspect the problem was with my mind: a common 
mental illness called postpartum depression.

Health experts and headlines warn us that America 
is in a mental health crisis. The statistics are grim: 30 
percent of Americans report symptoms of anxiety and 
depression, and almost a quarter of Americans over 
the age of 18 are taking a mental health medication. 
But lost among the cries for increased awareness of 
mental health and access to treatment is an appropri-
ate appreciation of the risks associated with the drugs 
that are often used as treatment. Meanwhile, modern 
medicine still struggles to explain the relationship 
between the mental, physical, and spiritual aspects of 
human beings—and thus often treats body and mind 
while ignoring the soul.
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The result: Spiraling symptoms and medication 
pileups can trap patients in a vortex of never-ending ill-
ness that often masks the true underlying cause. That’s 
exactly what happened to me. And even though I hold 
a Ph.D. in nursing, I felt powerless to stop the chaos.

T hree weeks later, I was so sick that I couldn’t 
even get out of bed. Doctors referred me to a 
psychiatric nurse practitioner who is consid-

ered one of the nation’s top experts in postpartum 
mental illness. I hadn’t slept for more than two hours 
since the emergency room visit, and I visited with the 
nurse practitioner from home, propping my laptop on 
my legs. She said I had a “textbook case” of postpartum 
depression and postpartum panic disorder, a severe 

form of postpartum anxiety. She diagnosed my heart 
racing episodes as panic attacks. By this time, I was 
having dozens of them every day. I told her I didn’t feel 
sad or hopeless, but she explained that hormone shifts 
after birth can cause a chemical imbalance in the brain 
that leads to depression and anxiety. 

She prescribed four psychiatric medications to help 
me heal: two antidepressants, Seroquel to make me 
sleep, and a benzodiazepine sedative to counteract the 
anxiety. She also recommended counseling. The diag-
nosis confused me because I hadn’t had any difficulty 
after the birth of my first two children. But I was des-
perate for answers and a cure. When I voiced doubts 
about taking the medications, the nurse practitioner 
said if I didn’t, I would end up in the hospital within a 
week due to lack of sleep. So I took them.

Since the late 19th century, psychiatrists and psy-
chologists have debated the origin of mental illness, a 
condition broadly defined as problems with mood, 
thinking, and behavior that cause distress and impair 
daily life. At the heart of this debate is the nature of the 
relationship between the mind (the part of the person 
described as thought and consciousness) and the 
physical matter of the brain (the soft tissue including 
the nerves and neurons).

Proponents of the psychoanalytic model of mental 
illness, going back to the father of modern-day psy-
chology, Sigmund Freud, argue that negative and 
traumatic life experiences are the root cause. That 
means treatment requires some form of talk therapy. 
Proponents of the biological model say problems with 
either brain structure or brain chemistry cause mental 
illness. That means treatment requires surgery—
remember the infamous lobotomies of the mid-20th 
century?—or medicine.

The Food and Drug Administration approved the 
first psychiatric drugs in the mid-1950s. The time was 
ripe: The Cold War and threat of nuclear attack were 
stoking widespread fear and uncertainty in America. 
Meprobamate, the first sedative approved to treat anxi-
ety, was marketed as “emotional aspirin.” Use of the 
drug became fashionable in Hollywood, and within a 
year it was the top-selling prescription medication in 
America. 

In the mid-1960s, a new hypothesis of depression 
and anxiety led to the development of three successive 
groups of antidepressant medications. Each was devel-
oped to treat deficiencies in certain feel-good chemi-
cals called neurotransmitters—deficiencies thought, 
but even today not proven, to cause mental illness.

Ashley and Justin Vaughan play Uno with their children.
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O nce I started taking the prescribed medica-
tions, I felt both better and worse. I was finally 
able to sleep, and the panic attacks became 

less frequent and intense. But I also started noticing 
strange sensations in my brain. They felt like storms or 
electrical shocks and were at times nearly unbearable. I 
found it difficult to think and remember things, and 
sometimes my hands and feet twitched uncontrollably.

When I expressed concern about my medications 
to the nurse practitioner, she insisted I needed them to 
heal. She even gradually increased the doses over the 
course of several months. But four months after I 
started taking the drugs, I still felt so sick and weak 
that I couldn’t even care for my children on my own. 

Psychiatric medications are notorious for having 
undesirable and sometimes dangerous side effects, and 
I was taking four at once. One was a serotonin reuptake 
inhibitor (SRI). Though they are the most commonly 
prescribed class of antidepressants, they can cause an 
array of symptoms that range from annoying to life-
altering. These include insomnia, headache, drowsiness, 
rash, vomiting, weight gain, and sexual dysfunction. 
Most troubling: This drug class is known to cause sui-
cidal ideation, most often in children and adolescents. 

I was also taking a benzodiazepine, the drug class 
most often prescribed for anxiety. Benzos, as they’re 
called on the street, can cause drowsiness, confusion, 
fainting, and tremors. If brain activity becomes so 
depressed that the patient stops breathing, they can 
also cause death. 

In 2020, the FDA required benzodiazepines to 
carry an updated “boxed warning,” information on the 
drug’s dangers framed in a foreboding black box 
emblazoned on the drug’s packaging. A boxed warn-
ing is the agency’s most serious. Benzodiazepine users 
are warned about the “potential for abuse, addiction, 
and other serious risks.” 

Like a dutiful patient, I was also taking 
AstraZeneca’s popular drug Seroquel. An anti-

psychotic often prescribed for sleep, Seroquel is a 
real-life nightmare for many Americans. Seroquel 
was originally developed to treat schizophrenia, 
which occurs in less than 1 percent of the popula-
tion. But after the FDA approved the drug in 
1997, AstraZeneca began marketing it to doctors 
for a variety of “off-label” uses, including treat-
ment of insomnia, anxiety, depression, post-
traumatic stress disorder, and dementia. That 
increased the market for the drug exponentially. 

Seroquel became a bestselling drug, generat-
ing billions in revenue. But then it was linked to 
the development of diabetes, heart arrhythmias, 
seizures, irreversible body movement disorders, 
and thousands of deaths. Since 2011, attorneys 
general from 38 states, along with individual 
patients, have sued AstraZeneca for irresponsi-
ble marketing and deleterious side effects. The 
company has paid over $1 billion in settle-
ments. But the nurse practitioner didn’t tell 
me that.

North Carolina pediatrician Joan Perry 
remembers another patient who’d been placed on 
four different psychiatric medications for a long 
period of time by a local psychiatrist. The over-
load caused a flat affect (loss of expression and 
emotion) and inhibited the young girl’s ability to 
interact with others and her environment.

“Her mother described her like a little zombie,” 
Perry said.

Over several months, Perry weaned the girl off 
all four medications. Now she’s doing well and is 
able to fully participate in family life.

Perry, an adjunct faculty member at the 
University of North Carolina, has practiced in the 
rural eastern part of the state for 36 years. She 
pursued additional mental health training to treat 
children and adolescents when she noticed a great 
need in her area. She believes the overuse and 

“Modern medicine still struggles to explain the relationship 
between the mental, physical, and spiritual aspects of human beings—

and thus often treats body and mind while ignoring the soul.”
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inappropriate use of psychiatric medications is a 
problem.

According to Perry, both biological and experiential 
factors explain the genesis of anxiety and depression. 
“We all are born with specific DNA that programs 
how we interpret our environment,” she said. A person 
with a genetic propensity toward anxiety may have, for 
example, differing levels of brain neurotransmitters 
that cause him to initiate the fear-adrenaline reaction 
more quickly than other people.

Perry takes a judicious approach to prescribing 
psychiatric medications, with two caveats: First, she 
tells her patients (and their parents) that medication is 
not a permanent solution. Second, she tells them that 
medication will not solve the root issue and should be 
used in conjunction with other treatments, including 
counseling. 

“Medication doesn’t change or rearrange your 
thoughts, but it helps treat your mind so your body 
will not respond in that exaggerated way,” Perry says.

Problems arise when doctors prescribe medications 
without making it absolutely clear to the patient that 
medication will not address the heart of the issue. Perry 
added that doctors often pile on medications in order 
to control behaviors, which leads to new problems due 
to the side effects. 

D uring the months I 
was so debilitated, 
I began meeting 

with a counselor I had 
known for 15 years. We 
talked about the physical 
and emotional challenges 
of having a newborn. But 
my near-death experience 
in the delivery room didn’t 
come up until I made a 
passing comment about it 
one day. When she prodded 
me for details, I told her the 
whole story. Her eyes 
opened wide in shock. 
“This all makes sense now!” 
she said. “You do not have 
postpartum depression. You 
have post-traumatic stress 
disorder from the delivery!” 

As soon as she said it, I 
knew it was true. It was the 
only thing that made sense, 
given the vast difference 
between my recovery from 

the first two births and the last one. Post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) is an anxiety-related mental 
health disorder linked directly to a terrifying event. 
Ironically, repressing thoughts of the traumatic event is 
one of the hallmarks of PTSD.

After that, my husband and I started thinking dif-
ferently about my illness and looked for new ways to 
treat it. Suspecting that my medications were contrib-
uting to keeping me sick, we decided I should stop 
taking them. Weaning off the medications was a scary 
process. I had a sudden burst of anxiety and irritation 
that lasted the entire withdrawal period. I battled nau-
sea, pounding headaches, and an almost indescribable 
sensation of wanting to crawl out of my own skin to 
escape the chaos and pain vibrating through every cell 
in my body. But we were strengthened with the new 
knowledge that the source of my trouble was not some 
nebulous chemical imbalance but instead the result of 
a physical reaction to an emotionally disturbing event. 
I also started seeing a counselor who specialized in 
trauma-focused therapy.

James Porowski is a licensed psychologist with 30 
years of counseling experience and a retired professor 
at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary. He spe-
cializes in counseling veterans with PTSD. Porowski 
uses a type of psychotherapy known as cognitive 
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“When I’m totally confused or deeply troubled,” 
Porowski tells his veteran patients, “I start by telling 
myself, ‘God knows what’s going on, I don’t. God loves 
me. There is a way through this and He wants to help.’” 
Porowski ties in relevant Scripture to demonstrate 
simple truths. For example, he often tells the story of 
King David and points out that although God knew 
David was a man of bloodshed, He still loved him and 
made him king.

T hrough trauma-focused counseling, I discov-
ered that the root issue behind my trauma was 
spiritual. I realized that when faced with the 

possibility of death during the delivery, I responded 
the same way I always have in stressful situations: “I’ll 
do better.” “I’ll try harder.” “I’ll pray more.” I’d been rely-
ing on my own abilities to overcome problems instead 
of trusting God. But in that hospital bed, I could not 
escape the truth that I was helpless to save myself.

behavioral therapy (CBT). Through CBT, the counselor 
identifies the patient’s problem and helps him “reframe 
it”—or see the problem in a new light.

In the 1960s, psychiatrist Aaron Beck challenged 
Freud’s focus on discovering repressed past conflicts. 
Beck developed CBT to address patients’ immediate 
perceptions and feelings. Since then, it has been shown 
effective at treating depression, anxiety disorders, 
substance abuse problems, marital problems, eating 
disorders, and severe mental illness. 

One of the main tools Porowski uses during CBT 
is the Bible. Part of reframing the problem, he says, is 
“bringing God into it and learning from Scripture how 
to handle different situations and experiences.” The 
soldiers and Marines he sees are haunted by war stories 
that in many cases involve them facing death or killing 
another person. Often they end their story with a 
question: “So what do I do?” Porowski starts by 
helping them simplify the problem.
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Grant Castleberry, senior pastor of 
Capital Community Church in Raleigh, N.C., 
has seen cases like mine: spiritual problems 
manifesting in physical symptoms. He says 
that makes sense because God designed 
people with both a body and a soul—inter-
woven until physical death—and the two 
affect each other. While he understands that 
physical factors can play a role in mental 
health, he worries that treatment often relies 
on medication without addressing deeper 
spiritual needs.

That was the case for Heather Scott, a 
mother of two and business owner. When 
Heather was 12 years old, her father was mur-
dered at a gas station near the family’s home. 
For 30 years doctors and therapists treated 
her for anxiety and depression with medica-
tions and talk therapy, but the root cause was 
never dealt with. She was prescribed an SSRI, 
but it only made matters worse because she 
gained weight, which added to her anxiety. 

“I have been in survival mode my whole 
life,” she said. “When my dad passed away, my 
mom wasn’t working so we were in a finan-
cial crisis. … I remember thinking ‘I’ve got to 
get through school and graduate and get a 
career and make a lot of money.’ And that’s 
kind of what I did. I just sort of put my head 
down and I just started running.”

Heather continued running until she was 
forced to stop this past summer when 
California lawmakers sought to reduce the 

sentence of her father’s murderer. The old wound 
resurfaced as she began to fear her father’s killer being 
freed. Her anxiety spiked, and she had terrible physical 

symptoms including insomnia, full body rashes, and 
swelling. When Heather attended the resentencing, 
which took place in the same courthouse as the 
original sentencing, she felt 12 years old again, flooded 
with the same helplessness and grief.

Recently, Heather started visiting a Christian coun-
selor to help her heal from the trauma of her father’s 
murder. While it has been difficult, Heather is glad the 
resentencing forced her to face the past. She believes 
God used those events as an opportunity to heal her. 

Modern medicine is considered a secular profession 
based on observable phenomena. But the medical 
community acknowledges that spirituality—broadly 
defined as the human pursuit of meaning and connect-
edness to something—impacts both physical and 
mental health. Even evolutionary psychologists and 
materialists do not deny that religious and spiritual 
beliefs impact health in significant ways.

Castleberry, like Porowski, believes the best way to 
address depression and anxiety is to help people 
remember and understand the promises of God. “For 
example, maybe you committed a heinous sin, and it 
haunts you, and you’ve become a Christian. And the 
devil comes and he speaks condemnation to your soul. 
You need to remember Romans 8:1: ‘There is therefore 
now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in 
Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death.’”

Today, our society thinks of mental and emotional 
problems as primarily medical conditions, and some-
times they are. But Castleberry says people will never 
shake the grip of fear and pervasive sadness until they 
address the sickness in their souls. 

My counseling sessions ultimately brought me to 
the foot of the cross, and I learned to trust God more 
fully for both protection and forgiveness. Today, I am 
completely healed from PTSD and no longer experi-
ence any symptoms or take medication. Not only am I 
healed, but I’m actually thankful for my experience: 
Even though it was incredibly difficult, it deepened my 
understanding of redemption as a gift from God. And 

it helped me take hold of the hope that I have in the 
face of death. 
—Ashley Vaughan is a graduate of World Journalism Institute 
and holds a Ph.D. in nursing; she lives in Raleigh, N.C., with her 
husband and three children
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LAST MONTH, FRANK PAVONE WAS TUCKED AWAY in a television studio at the 

Priests for Life (PFL) headquarters in Titusville, Fla., when someone called him 

into the hallway. Startling news had arrived, a staff member informed Pavone. 

The Vatican had defrocked him—removed him from the priesthood. The inter-

nationally known pro-life priest read the news and murmured his thanks. Then 

he went back into the studio and continued taping spots for another hour.

Taping sessions are routine for Pavone, who has since 1993 directed PFL, 

Catholicism’s largest pro-life ministry. In recent years, though, Pavone’s social 

media activity has generated negative attention, especially over his penchant for 

wearing a pro-Trump MAGA hat during livestreams. But the activist maintains 

he wouldn’t be so overtly political if the divide over abortion wasn’t so absolute. 

He and his many supporters believe that divide is behind his current troubles. 

“Bishops have told me I’m too aggressive on abortion,” Pavone says. “My response 

is that when abortion stops being so aggressive on the little babies it kills, then 

we can talk.” But if Pavone’s dismissal truly hints that cancel culture has come to 

the Roman Catholic Church, pro-lifers of all religious bents are left to wonder: 

What could its softened stance spell for the overall movement?

Defrocked
Vatican decision to dismiss popular pro-life priest 
reflects deepening divide within Catholic ranks
BY  K I M  H E N D E R S O N
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“FATHER FRANK” is a New York native 
who spent little time in ordinary par-
ish work after his 1988 ordination. 
Instead, he took on the mantle of pro-
life crusader, a role that ushered him 
into meetings with Mother Teresa, 
Roe v. Wade’s Norma McCorvey, and 
Pope Francis—the latter, five times. 
The popular priest also made head-
lines in 2005 when he gave the media 
firsthand descriptions of Terri 
Schiavo, as she was dehydrated to 
death. Bobby Schindler, Schiavo’s 
brother, recently wrote of Pavone, 
“Few people, particularly in our 
clergy, have done more to protect 
those who are in the crosshairs of a 
pro-eugenic agenda.”

But another name that intersects 
with Pavone’s is less well known. In 
2008, Bishop Patrick Zurek began 
oversight of the Diocese of Amarillo 
where Pavone was anchored, even 
though Pavone spent most of his 
time at the helm of what had become 
a flourishing national and interna-
tional pro-life ministry. Zurek, it 
seems, was not a fan of PFL. 
According to Pavone, he refused 
invitations to visit the organization’s 
headquarters and never asked Pavone 
for input regarding the diocese’s pro-
life work. In 2011 Zurek called for 
Pavone’s suspension, an action that 
Mark Silk of Religion News Service 
views as a precursor to Pavone’s 
December dismissal. Silk is no fan, 
either: “Pavone is a preening zealot 
who has been at odds with his hier-
archical superior for years, in part 
because of PFL’s lack of financial 
transparency,” he wrote last month. 
“In 2011, Zurek suspended Pavone 
from ministry outside Amarillo and 
barred him from appearing on the 
conservative Catholic TV network 
EWTN. In 2016, Zurek pronounced 
PFL to be a civil, rather than a 
Catholic, institution.” 

But an insider at the Amarillo 
diocese had a different take. Senior 
priest Harold Waldow in March 
2016 distributed a letter that 

detailed Pavone’s struggles with the 
bishop, who Waldow said had a 
“personal animus” against Pavone. 
As early as 2010, Waldow said, he 
advised Pavone to “find a way out of 
the diocese and Bishop Zurek’s 
reach.” Despite attempts to transfer, 
Pavone remained under Zurek’s 
authority. He says the damage 
inflicted by Zurek’s allegations of 
mismanagement continues to affect 
PFL, even though an investigation 
deemed its finances to be in order.

Officials at the Diocese of 
Amarillo did not respond to requests 
for an interview.

WHEN NEWS OF THE DEFROCKING hit 
Atlanta’s airwaves, Alveda King hit 
Pavone’s number on speed dial. The 
niece of Martin Luther King Jr. is a 
PFL board member and founder of 
Speak for Life. She’s also a longtime 
friend of Pavone. “I am his supporter, 
and the work of PFL will continue 
with Frank Pavone as executive 
director,” she told me. But King, like 
many other pro-lifers, isn’t Catholic. 
“I don’t understand all the ins and 
outs of Catholicism,” she admits.
Laicization, or being reduced to the 
lay state, is one of the harshest sanc-
tions in the Catholic Church’s canon 
law for priests. But even Pavone isn’t 
clear on his standing. “I haven’t been 
given any letter, an email, a phone 
call,” he said in early January. “I heard 
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Pavone speaks in front of the U.S. 
Supreme Court during the March 
for Life in 2020.
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about this like everybody else did, 
through the media.”

But Pavone shouldn’t have been 
surprised, points out the Rev. 
Stephen Imbarrato, a retired 
Catholic priest who once worked 
with King and Pavone at PFL. “I 
expected this sort of action due to 
his repeated failure to obey his 
superiors.” Imbarrato says he always 
knew his own priestly duties could 
hold him back from full-time pro-
life work. Pavone should have 
submitted himself to that reality too, 
he said. “Every priest knows this.”

But Pavone maintains any per-
ceived disobedience came from 
mixed signals sent by his superiors. 
Once, he even flew to Rome to find 
out where he stood. There, he says, 

an archbishop confirmed that Bishop 
Zurek, rather than being told to 
restrict Pavone’s ministry as reported, 
was free to grant him permission to 
conduct it. “How’s a priest supposed 
to obey when a bishop himself is not 
obeying the Vatican in regard to me?”

Still, the recent dismissal decree 
outlined as reasons for Pavone’s 
removal not only disobedience of his 
diocesan bishop, but also “blasphe-
mous communications on social 
media.” In tweets that have been 
deleted, Pavone in 2020 reportedly 
called Democratic presidential nomi-
nee Joe Biden a “[profanity] loser” 
and said the Democratic Party was 
“God-hating” and “America-hating” 
and that Biden’s supporters “can’t say 
a [profanity] thing in support of 
their loser candidate without using 
the word Trump.”

Alveda King remembers con-
fronting Pavone about those tweets. 
She says he explained that he sent 
the messages in a moment of anger, 
in the heat of the moment. “That’s 
certainly not enough to dismiss 
somebody, in my opinion, because 
there are people in the Catholic faith 
who have clerical positions that have 
done far more than that, and they’re 
still there.”

BUT 2020 WASN’T PAVONE’S first prob-
lematic election. In November 2016, 
he staged a political video showing 
the body of an aborted baby laid on 
what appeared to be an altar. Pavone 
later apologized, but apparently the 
episode was the tipping point for his 
superiors. Zurek wrote a letter to 
Pavone asking him to resign from 
his duties as priest. Still, Pavone went 
on to co-chair President Donald 
Trump’s 2020 pro-life coalition, as 
well as serve as an advisory board 
member for Catholics for Trump. 
Canon law forbids clerics from hav-
ing an active role in political parties 
unless they receive their bishop’s per-
mission. Pavone eventually stepped 
down from the two positions.

“You gotta obey your bishop. 
That’s just fundamental,” says Sam 
Lee, a Catholic deacon and pro-life 
lobbyist in Missouri. He believes 
Pavone’s outspoken support for 
Trump—things like putting pro-
Trump signs outside the Priests for 
Life office—is unacceptable. “To 
promote a candidate and a political 
party in a way that he did is just not 
permitted in the Catholic Church, 
and it should not be permitted,” he 
said. Lee appreciates much of what 
Pavone has done for the pro-life 
movement, but he doesn’t appreciate 
how Pavone characterizes the reasons 
for his laicization. “To suggest that 
the Catholic Church is shutting 
down the pro-life movement is 
scandalous,” Lee said.

But some Catholics fear the 
defrocking signals a disturbing shift. 
Former Planned Parenthood facility 
director Abby Johnson cites the 
inconsistency of the move from an 
institution that has allowed gay 
priests who support same-sex mar-
riage to remain in good standing. She 
says Pavone’s dismissal creates confu-
sion in the church: “I don’t know any 
priest that has ever been laicized for 
being too pro-choice. But it feels like 
this laicization came because he was 
in fact too pro-life and made some 
people feel uncomfortable.”

Other signs of a possible shift? 
Results from a fall poll showed less 
than 8 percent of Catholic voters 
believed abortion should never be 
allowed. More than 13 percent said 
abortion should be available to a 
woman at any time during her 
pregnancy.

Maybe that’s why Pavone sus-
pects he may now have more in 
common with the activist Baptist 
preacher down the road than some 
of his fellow Catholics. Still, he’s 
concerned his defrocking will have a 
chilling effect on priests. “They’re 
going to end up saying, ‘Well, gee, I 
don’t want that to happen to me.’” 
—with additional reporting from Leah Savas
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 “BISHOPS HAVE 
TOLD ME I’M 
TOO AGGRESSIVE 
ON ABORTION. 
MY RESPONSE IS 
THAT WHEN 
ABORTION 
STOPS BEING 
SO AGGRESSIVE 
ON THE LITTLE 
BABIES IT KILLS, 
THEN WE 
CAN TALK.”
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CEANOGRAPHER Craig Smith 
describes the large creatures living 
in the Clarion-Clipperton Zone 
(CCZ) as beautiful and other-
worldly. The CCZ is an abyssal 
plain in the Pacific Ocean long 
thought to be a wasteland of mud 
and detritus. Instead, scientists 

have found an exotic community making its 
home 3 miles below sea level. Residents 
include newly discovered sea anemones as 
long as a man’s arm and (Smith’s favorite) 
the 3-foot-long “gummy squirrel” sea 
cucumber, which sports a sail-like tail and 
comes in myriad colors.

“The biomass is small, but the biodiver-
sity is high, like on the Galapagos Islands,” 
said Smith, a University of Hawai’i professor. 

But some companies are interested in the 
CCZ for another reason: the potato-sized 
manganese rocks that line the ocean floor 
and play host to innumerable sea creatures. 
Also known as polymetallic nodules, the 
rocks contain manganese, cobalt, nickel, 
copper, zinc, and rare earth metals, all vital 

for making the rechargeable batteries that 
undergird the global push toward green 
energy. Currently, China produces more 
than half of the world’s cobalt from mines in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

With geopolitical pressure to become less 
dependent on China and a burgeoning 
demand for electric vehicles, countries and 
companies are highly motivated to scoop 
away the gummy squirrel’s habitat. But most 
nodules are found in international waters 
like the CCZ, areas scientists consider to be 
among the most pristine and under-studied 
habitats. The tension is pitting economic 
interests against environmental concerns. 

Oliver Nebel, a geochemist at Monash 
University, said the two go hand in hand. 
“To have renewable energies, we need the 
ingredients to make storage for the energy. 
And they all require mining. If you hug trees, 
you have to have a shovel in your back 
pocket.”

Or, in the case of deep sea mining, a 
vacuum. In 2021, the Pacific island nation 
of Nauru pushed the United Nations’ 
International Seabed Authority to finalize 
deep sea mining regulations within two 
years. It hasn’t, yet. 

SCI ENCE

Battle at the 
bottom of the sea

The treasures of a deep ocean floor pit green energy 
proponents against environmentalists

b y  A M Y  L E W I S

Engineers inspect the tracks of a 
nodule collection machine.
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“We’re people of the 
ocean. We care 

deeply about what 
happens in it. We’re 
very clear on that—
it’s not going to be 
economic gains at 
the expense of the 

environment.”
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But it did grant a license to the 
Nauru-sponsored Metals Co. to test 
its vacuum-like nodule collector in 
the CCZ, a 3,000-mile-wide expanse 
lying south of Hawaii and stretching 
toward Baja California, Mexico. The 
Metals Co. said it harvested 4,500 
metric tons of nodules by the end of 
2022.

Meanwhile, scientists warn that 
plumes of fine sediment stirred up by 
the extractors and noise of machinery 
could have a significant effect on 
creatures used to living in the quiet 
darkness miles undersea. Oceanographer 
Smith said that in a quarter-acre CCZ 
study, his team found more than 200 
species of megafauna. More than 100 
were new to science and at least half 
of them made their homes on the 
manganese rocks.

Until more research is completed, 
664 marine scientists and policy 

experts from 44 countries have called 
for a moratorium on deep sea mining.

But Gerard Barron, the CEO of the 
Metals Co., said, “We don’t have the 
luxury to sit back and monitor for 10 
years. Our need for minerals is greater 
than the need to wait for more knowl-
edge about the seabed.” His company’s 
stock rose 7.6 percent after its first 
collection of nodules.

Businesses keen to cash in on 
cobalt’s current high prices could be in 
for a surprise. “There are really large 
deposits,” said Ian Lange of the 
Colorado School of Mines. “If we pull 
it all out at once, it would shock the 
market.”

Besides mining companies, politi-
cians are also interested. Though Cook 
Islands, a collection of islands in the 
South Pacific northeast of New 
Zealand, has no traffic lights or 
McDonald’s on its 93 square miles, it’s 
not behind the times. Since the 1960s 
it has considered harvesting the esti-
mated 12 billion metric tons of nod-
ules in its Exclusive Economic Zone, 
the 760,000 square miles of water 
that surround the islands.

Alex Herman is Cook Islands’ 
Seabed Minerals Authority Commis-
sioner. Her country has administered 
licenses to three companies willing to 
do the research. “As more data and 
information is collected, we’ll be in a 
better position to assess the effects and 
benefits of this industry,” said Herman. 
She says the government is only inter-
ested in harvesting enough nodules to 
build up a sovereign wealth fund for 
its inhabitants.

“We’re people of the ocean,” said 
Herman. “We care deeply about what 
happens in it. We’re very clear on 
that—it’s not going to be economic 
gains at the expense of the 
environment.”

If the International Seabed 
Authority fails to write regulations 
by mid-2023, nodule mining could 
become a free-for-all without economic 
or environmental safeguards. In that 
case, everyone loses, including the 
gummy squirrel. 

Engineers inspect polymetallic nodules 
mined from the ocean floor.
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A YEAR OF 
MIGRANT 
BUSING
Buses from Texas dropped 
off more than 16,000 
migrants in U.S. sanctuary 
cities last year, including 
New York, Chicago, and 
Washington, D.C. One D.C. 
drop-off site on Christmas 
Eve: Vice President Kamala 
Harris’ home at the Naval 
Observatory, where three 
buses arrived carrying 
roughly 130 migrants. 

The buses are part of 
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
Operation Lone Star, which 
transports migrants out of 
state to offset new arrivals 
at the U.S.-Mexico border. 
Critics say Abbott is using 
migrants as political pawns, 
but he says he is “providing 
relief to border communities 
overwhelmed by President 
Biden’s open border 
policies.”

In January, Colorado 
Gov. Jared Polis, a 
Democrat, started a busing 
program of his own. With 
thousands of new migrant 
arrivals in Denver, Polis is 
transporting some out of 
state to U.S. destinations of 
their choice. —C.L. 

AT LONG LAST, the mid-
term elections in Arizona 
are decided: On Dec. 29, 

the Maricopa County Superior 
Court announced the results of 
mandatory recounts on three state-
wide races that had been too close 
to call. But in a state plagued with 
election fraud claims, human errors 
in the 2022 cycle did little to 
inspire voter confidence.

In a recount of the state attor-
ney general race, Democrat Kris 
Mayes prevailed over Republican 
Abraham Hamadeh by 280 votes. 
Before the recount, Mayes had led 
by 511 votes, out of roughly 2.5 
million cast. Hamadeh refused to 
immediately concede the race, 
saying ballot printer problems in 
Maricopa County opened the 
door to fraud. (A judge dismissed 
a lawsuit from the candidate, 
saying his fraud claims were 
unproven.)

What caused the 231-vote 
difference? In large part, Pinal 
County, the state’s third-most 
populous. Officials there released a 
report that revealed they accidentally 
failed to count 507 votes in the 
attorney general race. Of those, 392 
had been cast for Hamadeh. 
Elections staff blamed the problem 
on human error, such as misfiled 
provisional ballots and poll worker 
mistakes due to lack of training. 

Some Arizona Republicans 
have claimed Democratic wins in 
the former Republican stronghold 
are due to election fraud, but state 
and county officials argue their 
elections are conducted fairly. 
Newly elected Secretary of State 
Adrian Fontes says he hopes to 
address county election problems 
with better funding and training.
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Errors in Arizona 
Mistakes by county-level election staffers led 

to hundreds of uncounted ballots
b y   C A RO L I NA LUM ET TA
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Maricopa County election workers sort 
and count ballots on Election Day.
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TECH FIRM TESTS SELF-DRIVING CARS ON BEIJING STREETS
Chinese tech giant Baidu and Toyota-backed startup Pony.ai on Dec. 30 received Beijing’s 
first licenses to test fully autonomous vehicles within the city. Both companies will test 10 
driverless vehicles each—with no backup safety operators. Baidu already operates a robotaxi 
service in Wuhan and Chongqing, with 1.4 million driverless rides so far. If tests are successful, 
the companies plan to expand their commercial robotaxi services to Beijing. —E.R.

TECH NOLOGY

Online age check 
One state mandates a digital ID for pornography websites

b y  E L I Z A B E T H  R U S S E L L

THE NATION’S FIRST state-
approved digital ID app, 
Louisiana’s LA Wallet, is 

integral to a new law that aims to 
protect children from pornography. As 
of Jan. 1, a Louisiana state law requires 
pornographic websites to verify that 
visitors are over the age of 18 before 
allowing them access. If successful, the 
approach could spread to other states.

Following the passage of Louisiana 
Act 440 last year, Pornhub and its 
subsidiaries must now direct visitors 
with a Louisiana IP address to a third-
party verification client, AllpassTrust, 
which prompts them to connect their 
LA Wallet ID. The law also allows 

verification through users’ “public or 
private transactional data,” but so far, 
sites complying with the law only offer 
verification through LA Wallet.

Tech experts have raised privacy 
concerns about the arrangement, but 
Pornhub—and the text of Act 440—
says user data is not collected during 
the process and online activity cannot 
be traced. 

Louisiana first approved LA 
Wallet’s digital driver’s licenses for 
official use in 2018. The app also hosts 
hunting, fishing, and gun licenses. 
Current data show LA Wallet has 
about 1.5 million users—just over 30 
percent of the state’s population.

�
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DIGITAL EYES ON 
THE DISTRICT
Washington, D.C., public 
housing resident Schyla 
Pondexter-Moore sued 
the city’s housing author-
ity and police depart-
ment in mid-December, 
claiming the city is 
engaging in intrusive 
surveillance. Pondexter-
Moore has lived in the 
Highland Dwellings 
complex for 14 years. In 
2017, she repeatedly 
denied entry to D.C. 
Housing Authority per-
sonnel as they attempted 
to install a surveillance 
camera just outside her 
home. On Jan. 31, 2018, 
a DCHA officer arrested 
Pondexter-Moore after 
she questioned workers. 
The officer allegedly han-
dled Pondexter-Moore 
and her son roughly and 
said she “did not have 
any rights.” She and her 
son spent a night in jail 
while DCHA installed 
the cameras. Today, 
over 80 cameras with 
infrared and zoom 
functions cover the 
Highland Dwellings—
some allegedly able to 
capture views inside 
private apartments—
and DCHA shares the 
footage with D.C. 
police. —E.R.
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LIKE EVERY medical doctor 
licensed to practice in the 
United States, Mark Lacy 

took an oath to preserve life, not end 
it. Thirty-nine years later, the 
66-year-old New Mexico doctor, a 
Christian, finds himself threatened 
with loss of his license for refusing to 
comply with the state’s physician-
assisted suicide law. 

A lawsuit filed in December by 
Lacy and the Christian Medical & 
Dental Associations targets a 2021 
New Mexico law, the Elizabeth 
Whitefield End-of-Life Options 
Act. The new law not only decrimi-
nalizes physician-assisted suicide 
but requires nonparticipating 
doctors to promote the practice by 
telling terminally ill patients suicide 
is an option and referring them to 
doctors willing to help them carry 
it out.

LAW

Fatal connections 
A challenge to New Mexico’s physician-assisted suicide 

law aims to protect doctors’ conscience rights
b y  S T E V E  W E S T

�
Attorneys with Alliance 

Defending Freedom are litigating 
Lacy’s case and a similar one in 
California, where a court in 
September 2022 ruled in favor of 
doctors with conscientious objections 
to assisted suicide. ADF’s Mark 
Lippelmann said that laws in both 
states are particularly unconscionable 
because they require doctors to facili-
tate a practice they see as unethical, 
violating constitutional guarantees 
of free speech and free exercise of 
religion.

“If one doctor is not willing to 
pull the trigger, they must put the 
patient in front of another doctor 
who will,” Lippelmann said. “So they 
are required to speak in a way that 
makes a fatal connection that may 
not have happened otherwise.” 

That’s the problem, says Lacy, 
who argues the law pushes physicians 

to sacrifice medical care for an easy—
and final—exit. “Having observed 
firsthand that terminally ill patients 
often experience severe pain or dis-
tress, we see very dramatic changes in 
their disposition once their distress is 
remedied,” Lacy told the Washington 
Stand.

Another problem is the New 
Mexico law’s vague definition of “ter-
minally ill.” Lippelmann said it is often 
difficult for doctors to know when or 
whether a patient will die. They are 
therefore left guessing as to which 
patients the law requires them to 
inform of the assisted suicide option.

Gregg Schmedes, an Albuquerque 
doctor who also serves as a New 
Mexico senator, does not expect revi-
sions to the law in the near future. 
Schmedes lobbied against the bill 
and introduced several amendments—
all shot down by the Democrat-
controlled Legislature. “It requires us 
to initiate the conversation, even if 
the patient has no interest and does 
not want to talk about it,” Schmedes 
told me. “And that puts the physician 
in a coercing role.” 

To date, 10 states and the District 
of Columbia have legalized physi-
cian-assisted suicide—even though 
the American Medical Association 
Code of Medical Ethics continues to 
bar the practice as “fundamentally 
incompatible with the physician’s 
role as healer.” 

Lippelmann says Lacy’s case calls 
into question the morality of laws 
that encourage death. That includes 
Canada’s “medical assistance in 
dying” act, a 2016 law allowing physi-
cian-assisted suicide for the termi-
nally ill (and soon, possibly also for 
the mentally ill). In 2021, 10,000 
Canadians died under the law. 

“We are seeing in Canada in 
particular what happens when you 
unlock Pandora’s box and start 
advertising and promoting it,” 
Lippelmann said. “We have people 
that are vulnerable and can be 
manipulated by their family or the 
government to end their lives.” 
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THEY’RE TEARING DOWN the old St. Laurentius 
Church in Fishtown. My son is a friend of the man who 
bought the forlorn structure to convert into a 49-unit 
multifamily residence. The 19th-century Polish Catholic 
house of worship being on the historical register, the 
developer is required to preserve the façade.

Demolition follows a yearslong battle on the part of 
some to save St. Laurentius. It could not be saved. The 
buyer’s engineers showed that the whole foundation was 
crumbling. Dismantling proceeds by hand, the edifi ce 
wrapped with scaff olding, its large cross now lying 
against a fence. Neighbors gather to take a last look.

Fishtown, favorably situated on the Delaware River 
in Philadelphia, was a vibrant Irish and Eastern 
European immigrant manufacturing town since the 
American Revolution. World-class builder of iron ships 
in its heyday, it also spawned the ancillary sectors of 
smelters, blacksmiths, rope-makers, mast-makers, 
 sawmills, steam engines, and boilers. It boasted textile 
mills, a glassworks, and a sugar refi nery.

No one was rich in Fishtown, but people did well. 
Then time passed. And people didn’t do well. Was the 
river ward simply the victim of the same economic 
forces that killed industry in other big American cities 
aft er World War II? Or is the tale more complicated? 
Charles Murray’s magisterial Coming Apart delves into 
the complications not broached in more facile histories, 
and particularly what went wrong in the 1960s.

Ah, the ’60s! Well I remember those “turn on, tune in, 
drop out” hippie days—rejection of our parents’ robotic 
morality, 9-to-5 work ethic, and materialism. But I also 
remember that aft er a decade something strange began 
to happen. Quietly, one by one, the smarter dropouts of 
my generation underwent a kind of “rapture” from the 
scene and returned to the lifestyle we had rejected—
marriage, industriousness, and other bourgeois funda-
mentals. They didn’t preach it, but they did it.

University of Pennsylvania law professor Amy Wax 
summarizes the widening U.S. prosperity gap between 
lower and upper classes in this way: “There are pockets 
of the ’50s, and they’re called upper middle class people.” 

We like to divide the world into the salt-of-the-earth 
working class and the villainous rich. But Murray 
demonstrates that it was in fact the working class of 
Fishtown (and other Fishtowns, USA) that never recov-
ered from its fl ing with nihilism and nontraditional 
morality. While the upper classes by and large came to 
their senses, Fishtown went from bad to worse by aban-
doning religion and marriage, practicing casual divorce, 
and dropping out of the labor force in large numbers.

It devolved from a community where married moms 
and dads raised children on blocks where everybody 
knew each other, and neighbors had tacit permission to 
spank the other family’s kid if he was out of line, to a 
 sitting duck for external invasion by New York and 
Philadelphia real estate prospectors. 

While a tireless apostle of the tried-and-true virtues, 
professor Wax metes out censure for the Main Line 
elites as well. Herself a member of that class, she 
impugns its culpable indiff erence in not sharing abroad 
the secret of its success, hiding behind progressive non-
judgmentalism toward perverse social practices, while 
protecting its own children from it.

“I am very critical of elites. I think elites are very self-
ish, and they’d rather be politically correct, and not tell 
anybody else what to do, and live their lives, and act like 
they’re open-minded and tolerant and supportive of 
people with diverse lifestyles … and at the end of the day 
they’re not doing anybody any good.”

The sequel to Murray’s 2012 chef-d’oeuvre is a 
Fishtown now in high-gear gentrifi cation, the old land-
marks succumbing to the excavators and hydraulic 
 hammers that are taking down St. Laurentius Church. 

I am reminded of a Scripture: “Do not move the 
ancient landmark that your fathers have set” (Proverbs 
22:28). If that is true for brick-and-mortar landmarks, it 
must go double for the spiritual markers.
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VOICES AN DRÉ E SEU PETERSON

Fishtown, USA
The working class never recovered from 
the ’60s fl ing with nihilism
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My 10-year-old has enjoyed God’s WORLD News 
for the past three years. He looks forward 

to every issue. It’s a gentle introduction 
to the news in a safe, edifying way. 

I appreciate the worldview and all the 
discussions that come after he reads articles.    

—Sarah

THIS FAMILY-FAVORITE CURRENT EVENTS RESOURCE JUST GOT 
A BRAND NEW LOOK THAT REFLECTS THE CARE WE TAKE TO 
MATCH EACH AGE AND STAGE OF THE CHILDREN WE SERVE.

BUILDING NEWS LITERACY TO BETTER LIVE OUT THE GOSPEL

—Sarah

Find the right subscription for your family at gwnews.com.

ages 7-10

ages 3-6ages 11-14

aseupeterson@wng.org
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ASHLEY VAUGHAN has a Ph.D. in 
nursing and a flair for telling great 
stories. During last year’s World 
Journalism Institute mid-career course, 
she pitched us an article about the 
over-prescription of psychiatric medi-
cations following a traumatic labor and 
delivery. You can read it on p. 52. Here, 
I talk with Ashley about the motivation 
for writing the story. 

What made you want to share such a 
personal story in this way? I wanted to 

warn people about the dangers of 
psychiatric medications and how they 
can actually hinder healing when used 
inappropriately. I cannot say they should 
never be used because I do think they 
can have legitimate therapeutic value 
when used correctly and with caution. 

What barriers did you face as you 
tried to deal with your mental health 
crisis? Providers tended to view my 
symptoms from a materialist stand-
point, believing the solution was to 

adjust medications until achieving the 
correct chemical balance in my brain. As 
a nurse, I’ve found that many providers 
see medication as the main—or only—
solution and fail to discuss with patients 
the underlying spiritual and emotional 
aspects of their struggles.  That’s how 
patients like me can end up being pre-
scribed way too much medication.

What do you hope readers will learn 
from your experience? I hope they’ll be 
encouraged that healing from many 
mental health problems is possible with 
God. Many “root” issues can cause 
depression and anxiety, including 
trauma, physical problems, a genetic 
predisposition to stress, relationship 
issues, and misconceptions about God 
and His promises. Determining the root 
issue is important because it directs 
treatment. In my case, it helped me 
prayerfully address my thoughts and 
emotions about my own trauma, and I 
was able to see that God was calling me 
to trust Him more deeply. But people are 
complicated, and it may take some time 
in counseling to determine the root 
issue. The most important thing to 
know is that going to God in prayer, 
seeking Him in Scripture, and trusting 
in His love and power to heal is always 
profitable because He is our ultimate 
source of truth and comfort. 

Do you think medical professionals 
are becoming more aware of the 
dangers and drawbacks of psychiatric 
drugs? I believe those who prescribe 
psychiatric medications have good inten-
tions, but many do not truly understand 
what it’s like to experience their side 
effects. It’s very different from reading 
them on paper. Providers need to listen 
and learn from their patients, instead of 
trusting pharmaceutical companies. 

Cautionary tale
How an unexpected crisis led to 

a deeper understanding of God and medicine
b y  L E I G H  J O N E S

B A C K S T O R Y

Ashley Vaughan at home in North Carolina
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Sound journalism, grounded in facts 
and Biblical truth
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