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“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, the world  
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WORLD’S JOURNALISM TRAINING ARM, World 
Journalism Institute, is much on our minds these 
days. As I write this, we’re hosting our annual WJI 
mid-career course here in Asheville. More about 
that in a moment.

Most longtime WORLD readers know of WJI’s 
course for college students and recent grads who 
are looking for intensive training in journalism 
grounded in facts and Biblical truth. That course is 
our longest-running program, now in its 25th year.

This May, Dordt University in Sioux Center, 
Iowa, will once again be our host for the course. As 
a reminder, the deadline for application to the 
 collegiate course is March 31, less than a week from 
the March 25 cover date on this issue.

As the name suggests, our mid-career course is 
for professionals who have been working elsewhere 
and would like to bring their experience and exper-
tise to bear on the practice of journalism. They 
come from the military, the world of business and 
finance, the practice of law or medicine, even other 

media companies. Some are home educators, some chaplains or missionaries. The 
diversity of experience is extraordinary, and many say their time at the workshop 
is life-changing. We pray that continues.

The resounding success of last year’s WJI Europe course prompted a reprise, 
which is planned for August in Brussels. We hope this program will continue to 
grow because, like the United States, Europe desperately needs more Christian 
journalists. We hope to expand the program to other international regions in 
future years, as well. The need is global. 

We also plan to repeat last year’s retreat for college journalism professors. 
Supporting college journalism programs and professors, school newspapers, and 
other school-based media initiatives is a key element of WJI’s mission. 

Finally, WJI is pursuing one completely new initiative and another we haven’t 
tried in a while. The new initiative: a July course for bilingual (Spanish-English) 
reporters who want to develop a Biblically objective approach to journalism. And 
the one we haven’t tried in a while: a high school journalism camp, which will 
also take place at Dordt University.

Information on all of these programs, along with applications for enrollment, 
are available at WJI’s website, wji.world. 

On that site, you’ll also find a place to donate to support WJI. I’ll close with 
this reminder and gentle nudge: All of WJI’s programs are 100 percent donor-
funded, and there’s never been a more strategic time to support the training of 
Christian journalists from all walks of life, all around the world. 

C E O  N O T E S

KEVIN MARTIN 
kevin@wng.org
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Hotel California p42
I was infuriated after read-
ing about the town of El 
Cajon, Calif. It is unfair and 
unjust for the good work of 
the mayor and the efforts of 
townspeople to have a town 
that meets the needs of its 
citizens trashed by the 
state’s attorney general.
PAULINE BLANKA
Nicholasville, Ky.

Bill Wells gives the lie to the 
claim that liberals show 
more concern about the 
poor than conservatives. 
In liberal-run areas, the 
poor proliferate. And 
when problems get out of 
hand, liberals often pass 
the poor off to better-run 
conservative locations.
STEPHEN LEONARD
Vidalia, Ga.

Safe delivery p50
I appreciate WORLD’s 
 coverage of the complex 
 situation involving safe 
haven laws and baby boxes, 
helping us round out our 
grasp of this pro-life battle. 
Hopefully, this article will 
provoke some progress 
toward cooperation.
ANTONIO VALDES-DAPENA
Spotsylvania, Va.

Weighing reparations p12
If you are looking for an 
expensive way to feel better 
about a past wrong, then 
continue looking at repara-
tions. But the government 
should instead fund non-
profits effective at training 
and ministering to people, 
which gets at the root causes 

of joblessness, homelessness, 
and addiction.
JONATHAN TEUNE
Lake Geneva, Wis.

The younger prince p32
Spare? What an attention- 
seeking, juvenile pile of 
junk.
ANGIE SANSOTERRA 
Rockford, Mich.

The “Spare” was born into 
an upper-crust world of 1 
percenters who expect cer-
tain behavior, decorum, and 
a stiff upper lip. Instead, he 
whines about his life. I can-
not gin up any sympathy for 
him, or Meghan, considering 
the lives that most people 
in the world are living.
MICHAEL SMALL
Wheelwright, Mass.

The reviewer of Spare 
 concludes, “By the end, the 
reader can only hope 

[Prince] Harry has found 
the peace and happiness he 
so desperately craves.” The 
only hope for Harry, or any-
one else for that matter, is to 
surrender to the Lord Jesus 
Christ for the peace that 
passes all understanding.
INELL B. deMONTMORENCY
Boiling Springs, S.C.

Music is good medicine 
p64

Kim Henderson’s article 
spoke to my heart. What 
a gift Angi Bemiss is to 
the patients and hospital 
staff with her harp and 
hands. Music of the 
angels here on earth.
DARLA DYKSTRA
Kansas City, Mo.

A fair fight? p10
Thank you for such a clear 
explanation of the war we 
are in. Those who think 
 otherwise are deceived, 

which is to be expected of 
the worldly since the god of 
this world has blinded their 
eyes. But for Christians to 
deny this fact shows just how 
deep the deception runs.
JESSE BARNHART
Florissant, Mo.

The “bad guys” often don’t 
have a coherent argument 
for their positions, so their 
only option is to silence 
debate. Hence, the cancel 
culture. Back in the hippie 
days, their relentless mantra 
was “Free speech!” You never 
hear that concept from the 
left anymore.
BRUCE McKECHNIE
Honey Brook, Pa.

Death of a salesman p70
After I read Andrée Seu 
Peterson’s column about her 
father, my grandmother told 
me a story about my father 
and Andrée’s father: When 
my father was a small boy, 
he would stand at the end 
of the pew in church. Mrs. 
Peterson’s father, who sat up 
front, would bop my father 
on the head with his Bible 
walking up and give him a 
dollar on his way back.
CALVIN HUGHES, AGE 15
Fuquay-Varina, N.C.
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M A I L B A G

Send your letters and 
comments to:
 F editor@wng.org
 F WORLD Mailbag,  
 PO Box 20002,  
 Asheville, NC 28802
Please include full name and 
address. Letters may be edited  
to yield brevity and clarity.
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This is the 14th in a series of classic columns (edited for 
space) by Joel Belz. In this Sept. 21, 2013, column, Joel 
encourages Christians to be specifi c in our prayers.

“WASN’T THAT A WONDERFUL answer to prayer!” 
exclaimed someone aft er a remarkable development.

“Indeed it was,” responded an overly honest friend. 
“Don’t you wish we had prayed about it?”

I fi rst mentioned that exchange in this column 
almost 30 years ago. It’s a little embarrassing now to 
admit I still haven’t fully learned the lesson.

A sovereign God doesn’t need us, of course, to help 
unfold world events. He is quite capable of keeping the 
Middle East from total confl agration, or soft ening the 
cruelty of human traffi  ckers in big American cities, or 
comforting the Chinese families of two teenage girls 
killed in an airliner crash in San Francisco. He is quite 
capable of doing all that, and more, without us.

The wonder is that God could do all that alone, but 
that He chooses not to. Instead, He calls on us to par-
ticipate. The King of the universe invites us to sit in on 
His cabinet meetings. The tragedy is that we so rarely 
accept that invitation.

At a restaurant not so long ago, the discussion 
turned into a debate over which federal legislation in the 
last decade had done the most damage to American life. 
When someone proposed the Dodd-Frank bill of 2010, 
a young participant asked bluntly: “Who is Dodd Frank?”

I was stunned that my young friend seemed totally 
unable to identify the so-called “Wall Street Reform and 
Consumer Protection Act.” But then it struck me. He 
had obviously never heard of the Dodd-Frank bill. I had 
never prayed about it. Not even once had I asked God to 
aff ect the design, the passage, the defeat, or the impact 
of the Dodd-Frank bill. So who was more “out of it”?

Honestly now, have you prayed even once in the last 
week for—oh, let’s just pick someone at random—
Secretary of State John Kerry? If ever someone needed 
divine guidance to walk a diplomatic tightrope, it is the 
U.S. secretary of state. But who prays for John Kerry? 
Who prays for his advisers? Who prays specifi cally for 
John Kerry’s boss?

From its earliest days, WORLD Magazine has claimed 
as a primary goal to help Christians not only know what’s 
going on in the world, but also respond to those happen-
ings in practical terms. What can we lay folks do that’s 
more eff ective than praying for those who make the key 
decisions?

But most of us, even when we do pray, pray too gen-
erally. If your petition is a very broad “Give wisdom to all 
the world’s leaders,” you’ll probably be hard-pressed to 
recognize the Lord’s answer when He sends it. But if you 
pray that Attorney General Eric Holder will exercise some 
restraint in his department’s litigation against school 
vouchers in Louisiana, you’ll know before too long just 
how God has chosen to answer that specifi c request.

With all that in mind, let me invite you to use 
WORLD as a very practical and specifi c kind of prayer 
list. Put the magazine near your table, and when you 
thank the Lord for a meal, take another minute to pray 
for one news item you’ve read about in WORLD. Such a 
habit might well provide good mealtime conversation 
with your family as well.

Or, to take all this a signifi cant step further, think 
about helping organize a small group that might meet 
during the Sunday school hour at your church. Find half 
a dozen or a dozen people who would enjoy discussing 
some of the world events reported on in WORLD—and 
then take God seriously by joining with each other in 
15-20 minutes of specifi c prayer for those issues.

Either way—whether at home or in such a small 
group on Sunday morning—you’ll never have to worry 
about hearing someone say with disappointment and 
remorse: “What a great answer from heaven! It’s just too 
bad we never took time to pray about it.”

VOICES JOE L BE LZ

Pray specifi cally
How will we know about God’s response 
to our prayers if we leave out the details?

Email jbelz@wng.org

v38 6 FRONT.indd   10v38 6 FRONT.indd   10 3/8/23   9:28 AM3/8/23   9:28 AM



jbelz@wng.org

v38 6 FRONT.indd   11v38 6 FRONT.indd   11 3/7/23   2:00 PM3/7/23   2:00 PM



D I S PA T C H E S

12 W O R L D  /  M A R C H  2 5 ,  2 0 2 3 ILLUSTRATION BY KRIEG BARRIE

v38 6 NEWS+BTN+DEP.indd   12v38 6 NEWS+BTN+DEP.indd   12 3/8/23   11:42 AM3/8/23   11:42 AM



IN THE NEWS
BY THE NUMBERS

DEPARTURES
GLOBAL BRIEFS

U.S. BRIEFS
BACKGROUNDER

QUOTABLES
QUICK TAKES

OR THE THOUSANDS of Britons 
whose genetic parent was an anon-
ymous egg or sperm donor, 2023 
may be a year to remember. This is 
the 18th year since Britain barred 
parental anonymity for children 
conceived via gamete donation on 
or after April 1, 2005. That means 

2023 is when the first children conceived 
under the 2005 legal change will reach their 
18th birthdays. At that age, they’ll become 
legally eligible to access identifying informa-
tion such as their donor’s name, date of birth, 
and last known address. 

The legal trend in the U.K., along with 
similar reforms in Australia and some U.S. 
states, indicate a growing shift away from 
donor anonymity.

On Feb. 28, the Human Fertilisation and 
Embryology Authority, the country’s fertility 
regulator, began soliciting public input on 
government proposals to revise the 2005 
law even further. Admitting “attitudes have 
changed” regarding donor anonymity, the 
regulator wants to allow children to obtain 
information on their donors even before 
adulthood—although only if their parents 
and donor have opted in. 

Elizabeth Howard didn’t learn until age 
15 that she had an anonymous father. Her 

mother disclosed the truth about her origins 
after Howard found a letter from the London 
medical clinic where she was conceived in 
1971 by a sperm donor. 

Howard used DNA testing to locate her 
genetic father, a doctor who shares her smile, 
nose, and “generous ear lobes,” as she 
described in a 2016 open letter published by 
the Conservative Woman website. Howard 
calls him “Dad” and says he bears a striking 
resemblance to her third child. 

But now, seven years later, that man has 
never responded to her letters. Howard, who 
regrets the lost relationship, told WORLD 
that U.K. laws are “completely skewed 
towards people who want to have a baby, 
without any thought given to what the 
impact is on the child.” 

More than 4,100 children were born in 
the U.K. in 2019 using donor sperm, eggs, or 
embryos, according to government statistics. 
U.K. authorities began tracking donor con-
ception in 1991 but kept donor identities 
anonymous until the law changed in 2005. 

Donor-conceived people born in the U.K. 
before 2005 still have no legal right to know 
their donor’s identity. Howard was one of a 
handful of donor-conceived adults in Britain 
to go public in the early 2000s. Their 
accounts shed light on the long-term 

I N TH E NEWS

Anonymous no more
Donor conception rules in the United Kingdom and 

elsewhere move toward greater transparency
b y  M A R Y  J A C K S O N  &  E L I Z A B E T H  R U S S E L L

F
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“[Children] should 
not be intentionally 
and commercially 

separated from them 
at conception, 

regardless of how 
much an adult 

believes they will be 
loved and wanted.”

consequences for children and adults 
left in the dark about their genetic 
 origins: emotional and psychological 
distress, a loss of identity, concerns over 
accidental incest, and preventable 
 medical harms since donor-conceived 
people often know nothing about their 
donor’s health history. 

The doctor who facilitated Howard’s 
conception is deceased, and all his 
records were destroyed. So far, she has 
found six other donor-conceived 
half-siblings. They have a group chat 
and sometimes share medical 
information.  

“To be given a name and some 
basic details at age 18 is crumbs 
 compared to what a child’s birthright 
is,” Howard said. “The child that is 
 produced is a stakeholder in the 
 process … a person who is going to 
grow into an adult and have their 
own needs.” 

The reforms in the U.K. and else-
where may seem to some ironic, since 
abortion is still legal in these places. In 

this way, the new laws accord rights to 
the unconceived, though the conceived 
have none.

In Australia, donor-conceived 
 people are calling for a national sperm 
donation database amid growing 
 concerns about “prolific donors” and 
accidental incest. In February, the gov-
ernment of Queensland, the country’s 
second-largest state, signaled its 
 support for adopting a central donor 
conception registry and access for 
 children to obtain information about 
their donor when they turn 18. 

Meanwhile, in the United States, 
the fertility industry remains largely 
unregulated, with no official donor 
registry. California, Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and Washington have 
laws allowing the release of donor 
identity to donor-conceived adults. 
But donors can still opt out. Colorado 
passed a more comprehensive law last 
May abolishing anonymous egg and 
sperm donation for children conceived 
on or after Jan. 1, 2025. The law also 
ensures permanent retention of donor 
records and limits conception by one 
donor to no more than 25 families.

Wendy Kramer runs Donor 
Sibling Registry, a social networking 
site that has helped nearly 24,000 
donor-conceived people connect with 
half-siblings and genetic parents. She 
says DNA testing and sites like hers 
offer more immediate hope for such 
people than the new laws. 

“We won’t even know if Colorado’s 
law did anything until the year 2042,” 
she said.

Katy Faust, president of the advo-
cacy group Them Before Us, argues 
that laws chipping away at donor 
 anonymity miss the point. She said 
many donor-conceived children feel 
like a commodity that was purchased, 
designed, bought, and sold. 

“Children have a right to their 
mother and father,” she said. “They 
should not be intentionally and 
 commercially separated from them at 
conception, regardless of how much 
an adult believes they will be loved 
and wanted.” 

Elizabeth Howard
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DEPARTURES

Betty Boothroyd 
Boothroyd, who hectored and harassed 
members of the United Kingdom’s 
Parliament from her perch as speaker 
of the House of 
Commons from 
1992 to 2000, died 
Feb. 26. She was 
93. Boothroyd 
entered politics as 
an assistant to 
Labour Party politi-
cians before gaining her own seat in 
Parliament in 1973. Her quick tongue 
and confi dent persona led members to 
elect her as speaker, a role in which 
Boothroyd acted as a nonpartisan 
 traffi  c cop attempting to maintain 
order in the cacophonous chamber. As 
the House’s fi rst female speaker, she 
charmed the male-dominated body 
through her personality. Former MP 
Matthew Parris in 1995 told 60 
Minutes Boothroyd was a “clever blend 
of bossy madam, slightly cheeky and 
even eyelash-fl uttering woman and 
angry school mistress.”

Wayne Shorter 
Shorter, a pioneering jazz saxophonist 
who contributed his talents inside and 
outside the jazz world, died March 2 at 
age 89. Early in Shorter’s career, he 

joined in with Art 
Blakey’s Jazz 

Messengers, even-
tually becoming 
the chief composer 
of the group while 

also contributing on 
the tenor sax. In the 

1960s, Shorter began recording and 
touring with jazz legend Miles Davis. 
Shorter accompanied Davis on tenor 
sax during Davis’ transition to jazz 
fusion. Later, Shorter played with 
Weather Report, an experimental jazz 
fusion outfi t with which Shorter won 
one of his dozen Grammy Awards.

BY TH E NUM BERS

Marital recession
Fewer couples are heading to the altar amid 

a cohabitation trend and dating divide 
b y  J O H N  D A W S O N

25%
The share of young Americans between ages 18 and 34 
who are married, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

The number marks the precipitous decline of a bedrock social 
institution: In 1978, it stood at 59 percent.

126.9 million
The number of unmarried adults in the United States,

according to the Census Bureau.

17 million
The number of unmarried Americans cohabiting 

with a signifi cant other—up from 6 million two decades ago, 
according to the Census Bureau.

36%
The share of single women ages 18 to 29 who say they are 

open to dating, compared with 52 percent of similarly aged men, 
according to the January American Perspectives Survey.

ILLUSTRATION BY KRIEG BARRIE; BOOTHROYD: CHRIS J. RATCLIFFE/BLOOMBERG/GETTY IMAGES; 
SHORTER: LIONEL BONAVENTURE/AFP/GETTY IMAGES
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Argentina Ownership of the 
Falkland Islands is again up for 
debate as of March 2. Argentina’s 
foreign minister made the 
announcement following G-20 
meetings in New Delhi, India. The 
news prompted strong criticism 
from the United Kingdom because 
it negates a nonbinding pact the 
U.K. and Argentina signed in 2016, 
agreeing to disagree about who 
owns the archipelago. The pact reg-
ulated gas, oil, and fi sh extraction 
from the region, concessions 
Argentina now regrets. In 1982, 
Argentina invaded the islands the 
U.K. has held since 1833. The 
 confl ict ended aft er 74 days and 
907 casualties. In 2013, the islands’ 
residents voted overwhelmingly to 
remain a U.K. territory. Argentinian 
leaders are appealing to a 1965 
United Nations resolution that 
called for the two countries to hold 
talks on the issue. Argentina has 
long claimed sovereignty over the 
islands, but Britain says its territorial 
claim dates back to 1765. —Amy Lewis

Romania The nation’s newest Cabinet member is a 
robot. Romanian Prime Minister Nicolae Ciuca intro-
duced Ion, his honorary consultant, on March 1, hailing 
it as the world’s fi rst government adviser powered by 
artifi cial intelligence. Developed by Romanian research-
ers, the oblong-shaped mirror structure scans social 
 networks to inform the government in real time of 
 citizens’ suggestions and concerns. Romanians can also 
submit their input via a designated website and at 
in-person locations. At the launch, the AI adviser said in 
a computerized male voice, “Hi, you gave me life and 
my role is now to represent you, like a mirror.” —Joyce Wu
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Tunisia Hundreds of people 
chanting and waving flags rallied in 
the streets of Tunis on March 5, call-
ing for the release of more than 20 
opposition figures detained in recent 
weeks. The crackdown is the largest 
since Tunisian President Kais Saied 
suspended parliament in a 2021 
power grab. Saied also faced protests 
over his comments about African 
migrants. During a Tunisia National 
Security Council meeting in late 
February, Saied called the influx of 
illegal migrants from sub-Saharan 
Africa a criminal arrangement to 
make Tunisia’s demography more 
African and less Arab. Black 
Tunisians account for at least 10 
percent of the country’s population. 
Sub-Saharan Africans in Tunisia 
said the comments triggered a wave 
of racist attacks, including evictions 
and violence. —Onize Ohikere

Japan The government proposed changing the legal 
age of consent from 13 to 16 in an overhaul of the 
 country’s sex crime legislation. Japan currently has the 
lowest age of consent of any G-7 country. Critics say 
that has led to acquittals in some high-profile sexual 
abuse cases in the last few years. The age of consent is 
16 years old in most U.S. states and the U.K. It is 14 in 
Germany and 15 in France. The overhaul would also 
change wording around the definition of rape. Japan’s 
current 1907 law puts the burden of proof for conviction 
on rape survivors, requiring them to prove aggressors 
used “violence and intimidation” and that it was 
“impossible to resist.” —Jenny Lind Schmitt

Uruguay A celebrity priest gave his neighbor a ride to 
the hospital just in time to deliver her baby. Juan Andrés 
Verde, a former rugby player and MasterChef Uruguay 
contestant, drove the woman to the hospital last month 
after her grandmother asked him for help. The family 
lives in Montevideo’s low-income Santa Eugenia neigh-
borhood and has no transportation. Verde had already 
lent out his own car, so he borrowed a truck and rushed 
the family to the hospital. The truck had a broken horn, 
so Verde waved a white handkerchief out the window to 
get through traffic. Monica delivered a healthy 7-pound 
baby girl shortly after their arrival. —Elizabeth Russell

Rwanda The Protestant Council 
of Rwanda last month instructed all 
member-run healthcare centers to 
stop conducting abortions. Some 26 
Protestant religious organizations 
signed the statement that urged par-
ents to promote abstinence instead. 
The decision will affect about 10 
percent of Rwanda’s largest health 
facilities. The Catholic Church, 
which owns 30 percent of the coun-
try’s largest health centers, has a 
similar policy and also describes 
abortion as a sin. Rwanda revised its 
law in 2018 to allow abortions only 
in cases of rape, forced marriage, 
incest, or when the pregnancy poses 
a health risk. “For us, we have our 
belief, and our belief cannot be 
taken away by the law,” Laurent 
Mbanda, head of the Anglican 
Church in Rwanda, told the 
Associated Press. —Onize Ohikere
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Wyoming Residents of the Cowboy State will soon have 
a seven-day head start over nonresidents in the frantic race 
to collect antlers and horns shed on most Wyoming state or 
public lands west of the Continental Divide. Under a pair of 
new laws signed by the governor on March 2, nonresidents 
must also purchase a wildlife conservation stamp before 
hunting for big-game antlers dropped during winter 
months. Wyoming prohibits collecting antlers from January 
through April to protect elk and deer herds, but on opening 
day in May, hundreds of hunters, many from nearby states, 
line up at trailheads and search at a frenetic pace. Elk antlers 
used in Eastern medicine, dog chew toys, and high-end 
home decor fetched $5 a pound a decade ago but now earn 
$20 a pound, or about $175 for a medium-sized antler. 
Proponents say the changes will return order to the popular 
pastime, but the state’s chief game warden worries enforce-
ment will tax the already over-burdened state wildlife 
agency. —Todd Vician

Indiana On Feb. 3, St. Mary’s 
College, a Catholic women’s col-
lege in Notre Dame, denied 
sophomore Claire Bettag’s 
request to organize a chapter of 
Turning Point USA because of 
the group’s position on trans-
genderism. The conservative 
group, which affirms there are 
two biological sexes, has faced 
opposition on college campuses 
before, but St. Mary’s refusal 
came as a surprise given the 
Catholic Church’s stance on 
 sexuality. In an email to Bettag, 
school administrators said the 
“style and content of Turning 
Point USA’s messaging around 
LGBTQ+ issues do not align 
with the mission and values of 
Saint Mary’s.” Meanwhile, the 
university’s Sexuality and 
Gender Equity Club hosts events 
such as a National Coming Out 
Day celebration. —Bekah McCallum

New Jersey The state 
Board of Public Utilities is seek-
ing a third round of applicants 
for offshore wind farm projects 
despite criticism over a recent 
spate of whale deaths. The state 
awarded wind farm contracts in 
2019 and 2021 as part of Gov. 
Phil Murphy’s clean energy ini-
tiative. But whale deaths along 
the East Coast are rising. At 
least 25 dead whales have washed 
ashore since December—six in 
areas near New Jersey and New 
York wind farms. Environmental 
group Clean Ocean Action 
blamed the deaths on ships 
doing preparatory work for the 
wind farms. Three federal 
 agencies acknowledged ship 
strikes caused many whale 
deaths but said they had no clear 
connection to wind farms. The 
area is also a cargo shipping hub. 
—Elizabeth Russell

U.S. BRI EFS
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New York The King’s College, a Christian liberal arts school 
in New York City, is facing severe financial headwinds and the 
threat of closure. In an email to students and parents March 3, 
the school’s Executive Committee announced it had sufficient 
funding to complete the current semester but didn’t know about 
the future. “We can tell you there has been no decision made to 
close the College at this time. … If the worst-case scenario 
emerges, it would be prudent for students to have considered a 
Plan B for next fall.” The King’s College has fewer than 400 
undergraduate students, and this would not be its first closure. 
Evangelist Percy Crawford founded the school in New Jersey in 
1938, and it closed in 1994. It reopened in 1999 in Manhattan. 
Many colleges, particularly private institutions that charge higher 
tuition, are likely to struggle in the years ahead. Undergraduate 
enrollments have decreased nationally for years but have dropped 
sharply since the pandemic. —Emma Freire

Wisconsin About 40 landowners from the town of Lac 
du Flambeau filed a federal lawsuit in U.S. District Court 
on Feb. 28, asking the judge to reopen four roads blocked 
by the Lac du Flambeau Band of Lake Superior Chippewa. 
The tribe barricaded the roads on Jan. 31 after 10 years of 
failed negotiations with title companies and the town over 
expired right-of-way easements on tribal land. Most prop-
erty owners didn’t know about the dispute until blockades 
appeared, limiting access to medical care and deliveries. 
Landowners want the roads declared public and opened, 
or a ruling saying they have a right to access by necessity. 
The tribe wants $20 million and has offered 25-year leases, 
but title companies have demanded permanent easements. 
In similar cases, the U.S. Supreme Court has ruled local 
remedies, including tribal courts, must be exhausted before 
taking cases to federal courts. —Sharon Dierberger

North Dakota The U.S. 
Air Force on Feb. 27 relieved 
two commanders of their 
positions at a key nuclear base. 
Four other subordinate lead-
ers also lost their jobs. Maj. 
Gen. Andrew J. Gebara of 8th 
Air Force cited a loss of con-
fidence in their ability to 
 complete assigned duties. 
Gebara said the Minot Air 
Force Base unit is entrusted 
with a national nuclear mission 
that is foundational to U.S. 
defense: “We remain commit-
ted to the success of that no-fail 
mission.” The nuclear ranks 
have faced added scrutiny due 
to controversies like a 2007 
mishap involving a B-52 
Stratofortress that took off 
from Minot mistakenly loaded 
with six nuclear-armed AGM-
129 cruise missiles. It flew 
across the country to 
Barksdale Air Force Base in 
Louisiana. A nuclear safety 
inspections cheating scandal 
rocked a Montana base in 
2014, and in 2016, investiga-
tors uncovered a drug ring at a 
Wyoming base that houses 
intercontinental ballistic 
 missiles. —Kim Henderson
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FOR THE FIRST TIME 
since 1961, China’s popula-
tion is shrinking instead of 

growing. The country recorded 
some 1,411,750,000 people at the 
end of 2022, a decrease of about 
850,000 from the year before, 
according to China’s National 
Bureau of Statistics. The trend has 
far-reachingramificationsforChina
and the world. 

Why is the population decreasing? 
Last year’s birthrate of 6.77 births 
per 1,000 people was a record low. 

Kang Yi, head of the statistics 
bureau, says citizens are less willing 
to have babies, they’re delaying mar-
riage and pregnancy, and there are 
fewer women of childbearing age. 
But many point to the one-child 
policy that China enforced between 
1980 and 2015. Combined with a 
traditional preference for boys 
among Chinese families, the policy 
has skewed the gender ratio, espe-
cially in rural areas, leading to fewer 
families forming. Last year’s death 
rate, at 7.37 deaths per 1,000 people, 
was the highest since 1974.

What does this mean for Chinese 
economics? While Kang says there’s 
no need to worry as the overall labor 
supply still exceeds demand, China’s 
economy grew by just 3 percent in 
2022, one of its weakest performances 
in decades. That’s due largely to 
China’s “zero-COVID” lockdown 
policy and a real estate market slump. 
But a shrinking workforce and an 
aging population—nearly 20 percent 
of China’s residents are age 60 or 
older—may threaten future economic 
growth.

What about China’s social security 
system? Most Chinese men retire at 
60, while women retire by 55 or earlier. 
The demand for pensions and health-
care will increase, but there will be 
fewer workers to fund these services. 

What does it mean for the world? 
In the long run, with fewer young 
workers available to provide labor for 
Chinese factories producing inexpen-
sive goods, manufacturing costs in 
China will increase. That may bump 
uppricesandexacerbateinflationfor
countries that rely heavily on imports 
from China, such as the United 
States. 

What is China doing about the 
population downturn? Communist 
officialsallowedcouplestohaveup
to two children in 2016, then up to 
three since 2021. As of Feb. 15, 
Sichuan province will no longer limit 
the number of children people can 
have, nor will it ban unmarried 
women from registering a birth. 
This latest attempt to boost births 
follows other local government 
incentives, such as longer maternity 
leave, tax deductions, cash handouts, 
and housing subsidies. But experts 
doubt these measures will be 
sufficienttoreversethetrend.

Is China still the world’s most pop-
ulous country? The United Nations 
expects India to overtake China as 
the most populous nation this year. 

J

BACKGROUNDER

China’s shrinking populace: 
What does it mean? 
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QUOTABLES

“Now there is no one to  
feed us. I don’t know if my 

family can survive.”
Indian woman NUREJA KHATUN, 19, who 

has a baby and whose husband was arrested 
in a February crackdown on child marriage. 

The couple eloped when Khatun was 17.

“This wasn’t about a public 
safety training center. This was 

about anarchy ... about an 
attempt to destabilize.”
Atlanta Police Chief Darin Schierbaum, 

speaking on March 5 about protesters who 
torched construction equipment at a 

planned police training site and threw bricks, 
rocks, and firebombs at officers. Police 
arrested at least 35 people in response.

“Latest stinker. I’ll be  
home soon.”

A message ZACH MEERKREEBS, an assistant 
soccer coach at Asbury University, texted to 

his wife after delivering what he believed 
was a “whiffed” Feb. 8 chapel sermon on 

Romans 12 in the school’s Hughes 
Auditorium. Afterward, about 18 students 

stayed behind to worship and pray, sparking 
a dayslong “outpouring” (see p. 58).

“Antakya left me, and I  
will never go back.”

Syrian Christian archaeologist JOSEF 
NASEH, 69, telling The Wall Street Journal 

how he has lived his entire life in the ancient 
Turkish city formerly known as Antioch. The 

city was largely reduced to rubble during  
a series of February earthquakes.
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Strange side effect 
Can a serious illness change a 
person’s accent? That’s what 
some Duke University scientists 
are saying after detailing the case 
of a U.S. man who developed 
an Irish accent after starting 
treatment for prostate cancer. 
The researchers detailed the 
unusual malady, called foreign 
accent syndrome, in the British 
Medical Journal. According to the 
report, the man—who had never 
visited Ireland and did not have 
immediate Irish relatives—spoke 
uncontrollably in an Irish brogue 
throughout 20 months of treat-
ment before succumbing to the 
cancer. The researchers noted it 
was the third such case of foreign 
accent syndrome discovered in 
cancer patients.

Multiplying islands  
In 1987, a Japanese Coast Guard 
survey numbered 6,852 islands 
within the nation. Now Japan’s 
Geospatial Information Authority 
is poised to announce the nation 
has grown by some 7,000 islands, 
approaching a total of 14,000. 
Some of the new islands were 
simply uncounted during the 
1987 survey, while some pieces 
of land will now count as islands 
due to changing international 
definitions. Still other islands are 
new, owing to volcanic activity in 
the decades since the last survey.

NEW MEXICO has a state bird (the greater roadrunner) 
and a state flower (the yucca). Now lawmaker Bill 
Soules would like New Mexico to have an official state 

smell. Soules introduced a bill into the New Mexico Senate to 
make roasted green chile the state’s official aroma. The Las 
Cruces state senator said he got the idea after talking with a 
fifth grade class from Monte Vista Elementary School about 
things that make New Mexico unique. The students, who were 
learning about the legislative process, lobbied lawmakers via 
Zoom, and Soules’ bill earned the unanimous approval of a 
Senate committee Jan. 31. “The new state aroma could help 
draw visitors away from Colorado, which, for some reason, 
thinks it has green chile comparable to that of New Mexico,” 
quipped a fiscal impact report published by the Legislature.

J
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Smell of enchantment
One state could start a national trend  

with push to declare official state aroma
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Mustering on 
First they came for the Fords and Toyotas. On Feb. 9, catalytic converter thieves 
targeted the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile. The crew members of the iconic 
vehicle discovered the theft when they couldn’t get the Wienermobile to start 
ahead of a scheduled appearance in Las Vegas. Mechanics diagnosed the 
 problem—a missing cata-
lytic converter—after the 
27-foot-long auto was 
towed from its parking spot 
a few blocks from the Las 
Vegas strip to a local Penske 
repair shop. Mechanics 
were able to jury-rig a tem-
porary catalytic converter 
and get the Wienermobile 
back on the road.

Students without dorms 
Students at Cal Poly Humboldt university aren’t thrilled by the housing pro-
posal their school floated in February. Faced with a lack of student housing, 

school officials suggested they could 
construct some dorm rooms on a 
barge floating 8 miles from the 
Northern California university’s 
 campus. Officials said they’re also 
looking at renting hotel rooms. In 
nearby Eureka, Calif., city officials 
approved initial plans Feb. 2 to 
 convert a few local parking lots into 
affordable housing.

Back Down Under
After 16 hours in the air, passen-
gers aboard an international 
flight bound for New York were 
no closer to the Big Apple than 
when they took off Feb. 16 in 
Auckland, New Zealand. About 
2,000 miles from California, the 
crew of the Air New Zealand 
flight received word that officials 
at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport in New York closed 
Terminal 1 due to an electrical 
fire. Rather than divert to 
another U.S. airport, company 
officials decided to turn the 
plane around and fly eight hours 
back to Auckland. An airline 
spokesman said landing at a 
 different U.S. airport would have 
tangled up the plane’s schedule 
for days.

Mistaken identity  
The city of Sidney was smaller 
than Kingsley Burnett imagined. 
And there were far fewer 
 kangaroos. The New York man 
thought he booked a January 
trip to Sydney, Australia, but in 
fact, Burnett bought a ticket to 
Sidney, Mont., a town of about 
6,000 near the North Dakota 
border. Burnett told Storyful 
he knew there was a problem 
when he changed planes in 
Billings, Mont.: “I saw the little 
plane with like nine passengers 
and wondered, ‘How is that 
going to get me to Australia?’” 
It wasn’t. Burnett spent the 
night in Billings and returned to 
New York the next day. He 
rebooked a trip to Sydney, 
Australia, for June.

“I saw the 
little plane 

with like nine 
passengers 

and 
wondered, 

‘How is  
that going to 

get me to 
Australia?’ ”
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MY CHOCOLATE LAB, RIGGS, is an excellent student 
of other dogs’ behavior. With his penetrating gaze and 
perpetually seesawing eyebrows, it’s easy to see he’s not 
just watching … he’s studying.

For example, Riggs taught himself to speak. That 
was a few years ago, when we adopted Treasure, a 
 perfectly trained 2-year-old black Lab, from Canine 
Companions for Independence. At the time, Riggs knew 
a couple of dozen commands, but we didn’t teach him 
“speak,” considering it a useless party trick. But well-
trained service dogs do learn “speak,” in part so they can 
alert humans when their own human needs help.

One day aft er we brought Treasure home, I was  putting 
her through her paces, rewarding her obedience behaviors 
with treats. Riggs sat observing from the other side of a 
dog gate. He squinted Yoda-like, eyebrows seesawing.

“Treasure, speak!” I said, and when she dutifully 
barked, I gave her a treat.

Whereupon Riggs lowered both eyebrows and glared 
at me: The new girl gets a treat for that? Immediately, he 
started clipping off  single barks until I walked over and 
treated him, too.

Like Riggs, people also tend to imitate pack behavior. 
And today, the culture is making it painful to refuse to 
do so. For example, WORLD’s Juliana Chan Erikson 
reported this week in her “Relations” newsletter about 
Amy Hamm, a Canadian nurse now on trial for 
 believing—and expressing!—that biological sex is real.

Fie! nursing regulators told Hamm as they threatened 
to revoke her license: There’s “no debate” in Canada over 
whether a man can become a woman! I’m sure authorities 
believe themselves to be cutting-edge progressives when 
they are in fact acting out a very old story: “The rulers 
take counsel together, against the LORD … saying, ‘Let us 
burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from 
us’” (Psalm 2:2-3).

When the debate over morality has turned into a 
fi ght for reality, it does not feel alarmist to compare the 
headlines with Paul’s and Peter’s lists of what Last Days 
people will be like (2 Timothy 3:1-4; 2 Peter 2). Or to 
entertain the possibility that humanity is not only hell-
bound but picking up speed.

Given the signs of the times, which are red and 
threatening (Matthew 16:3), amping up our “winsome” 
and being “culturally relevant” feel to me un-Biblically 
bereft . Churchy bromides such as “It’s not a religion, it’s 
a relationship” smack of triviality, like so many dog 
treats for the damned.

How many recalcitrant toddlers and teens are trans-
formed by sweet talk alone? How many addicts are ush-
ered gently into sobriety? Hardly any and nearly none. 
On the contrary, Scripture admonishes us not to with-
hold discipline from wayward children (Proverbs 23:13). 
And addicts of all stripes usually endure blow aft er blow 
before reaching the end of themselves (Proverbs 23:21).

From that bottom, there is only one way to look: up.
Some days, I fi nd myself wishing the Rev. Jonathan 
Edwards were still here to tell us so in no uncertain 
terms. Perhaps he could reappear, like transfi gured 
Moses and Elijah, but on YouTube, reprising his 1741 hit 
sermon, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God.”

“That world of misery, that lake of burning brim-
stone, is extended abroad under you! There is the 
 dreadful pit of the glowing fl ames of the wrath of God! 
There is Hell’s wide gaping mouth open, and you have 
nothing to stand upon, nor anything to take hold of! … 
’Tis only the power and mere pleasure of God that holds 
you up!”

Have I become a curmudgeon? Will I next be yelling 
at the neighborhood kids, “Get off  my lawn!” I hope 
instead that I’m being compassionate. Some form of 
judge or judgment appears in the Bible more than 350 
times. And yet Scripture says we are a stiff -necked bunch, 
blinded with maladies ranging from complacency to 
wickedness. Perhaps it is time to replace winsomeness 
with warnings—about one possible eternity that is 
infi nitely harder than our own hearts.
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Is it time to talk 
more about hell? 
One sermon, please—hold the winsome
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““
Kid-friendly curriculum

works at your own pace!

Elizabeth

““
I have a Ph.D. in New Testament and Greek

and have taught Greek at the seminary level.
When my lovely homeschooling wife found

the Hey Andrew curriculum, I was DELIGHTED!

My kids love Greek.
Even my two year old walks around the house

singing her Greek alphabet.

Dr. Dan Wilson
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RITICAL RACE THEORY (CRT) is 
a political lightning rod, especially 
when it comes to public schools. 
Republican governors such as Sarah 
Huckabee Sanders of Arkansas 
and Ron DeSantis of Florida are 
working to expunge it from state 
classrooms. Some on the left rec-

ognize the problem, while other Democrats 
call such action unmerited and “dangerous.”

Christians need wisdom when it comes 
to CRT these days, and three new books 
seek to apply clear-eyed Biblical truth to the 
issue. Each one has different strengths and 
weaknesses, and they challenge and equip 
godly readers in different ways.

First, Leonydus Johnson’s Raising 
Victims: The Pernicious Rise of Critical Race 
Theory (Salem Books 2023). A Christian 
podcaster and speech therapist, Johnson 
begins by pointing readers to this definition 
by CRT founder Richard Delgado: “The 
critical race theory (CRT) movement is a 
collection of activists and scholars engaged 
in studying and transforming the relation-
ship among race, racism, and power. … 
Unlike traditional civil rights discourse, 
which stresses incrementalism and step-by-

step progress, critical theory questions the 
very foundations of liberal order.”

Johnson responds, “It should be clear 
how insidious such an ideology can be. It 
completely removes the agency of the 
 individual and claims that outcomes are 
wholly dependent on invisible systems.”

Johnson speaks in a down-to-earth way, 
drawing lessons from Shrek, Harry Potter, 
and LeBron James. He writes as a dad, and at 
his best, invokes Thomas Sowell, quoting 
inconvenient facts and bringing readers into 
his own racial journey. In Chapter 2, he 
reveals colorblindness isn’t just his political 
philosophy—it’s how he seeks to raise his 
own kids, despite constant pressure.

At his worst, though, and too often, 
Johnson sets aside his facts, launching tirades 
against unspecified groups of “they” and 
“them.” Johnson devotes several chapters to 
CRT advocates’ psychological manipulation, 
portraying them as a unified group of 
 “bullies.” He then calls on readers to “punch 
them in the mouth, figuratively of course.”

A second book avoids such oversimpli-
fication. French professor Christopher 
Watkin’s Biblical Critical Theory (Zondervan 
Academic 2022) criticizes critical theories 

TRENDI NG

Thinking critically  
about critical theories

Three new books by Christian authors aim to undo  
the harm of critical race theory
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(including CRT), all while seeking to 
build a positive “Christian cultural 
 theory.” Using a structure inspired by 
Augustine’s City of God, Watkin wants 
readers to see all of human society 
through the Biblical lens. It’s a laudable 
goal, and he often does it well—quot-
ing seminal Christian thinkers such as 
Francis Schaeffer and Cornelius Van 
Til. His retrieval of Saint Augustine’s 
use of “love as a tool for analyzing 
 societies” will be particularly helpful 
for humanities students.

But at 648 pages, it’s a lot to take 
in. And Watkin often seems far 
removed from the real world. For 
instance, in Chapter 13, he identifies 
the “self-critical” aspect of writers like 
Marx, Freud, and Nietzsche and 
describes their critique of modern 
 secular idols as “following faithfully in 
the footsteps of Isaiah and his fellow 
Biblical prophets.” He eventually 
goes deeper, but such analogies can 
obscure fundamental differences.

Watkin also at times relies on 
 stereotypes without offering evidence 
that they are accurate. On the topic 
of criminal justice, for instance, he 
 simply claims, “The political right … 
focuses on justice” while “the left is 
usually framed as favoring 
compassion.”

various might makes right doctrines.” 
He then reveals social Darwinism’s role 
in the racial discrimination of colonial 
Nigeria.

Oluniyi makes his case with exten-
sive quotes from British leaders exposing 
their dependence on social Darwinian 
views. In several chapters, he explores 
the writing of Frederick Lugard, who 
served in several capacities, including as 
High Commissioner in Nigeria from 
1900 to 1906. Lugard’s Darwinian 
belief that light-skinned Africans were 
“evolutionarily superior” led him to 
privilege them—and their religion of 
Islam—over darker Africans, some of 
whom were Christian. He also 
restricted Christian missionaries and 
native African Christians in the region.

Darwin Comes to Africa’s second 
half feels less polished. Oluniyi briefly 
critiques the science of Darwinian 
 evolution, and he lists African achieve-
ments to prove Africa was never a 
“Dark Continent.” But the fact-based 
approach of his early chapters along 
with his accessible writing style make 
the book worth savoring.

As Christian readers seek wisdom 
on the topic of CRT, all of these authors 
serve the Church best when they engage 
opponents fairly, with God’s Word in 
mind and strong facts at the ready. 
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In contrast, Darwin Comes to Africa 
(Discovery Institute Press 2023) by 
Nigerian author Olufemi Oluniyi pro-
vides plenty of evidence for his claims 
and undercuts one of the roots of 
CRT—that is, Darwinian evolution.

Critical theories often see 
Christianity as a primary source of 
racial strife. Oluniyi, however, provides 
an important counter-illustration. He 
shows that in the 19th century, Charles 
Darwin’s ideas like survival of the fittest 
“were rapidly assimilated in the social 
and political realm and used to justify 

“It should be clear 
how insidious  

such an ideology  
can be.”
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“WHAT IS YOUR BOOK 
about?” is the question authors 
hear most often after men-

tioning their current project. For past 
projects, such as his biography of John 
Stuart Mill, Richard Reeves learned to 
temper his enthusiasm before his inter-
locutor’s eyes glazed over. But he barely 
had to mention Of Boys and Men: Why 
the Modern Male Is Struggling, Why It 
Matters, and What To Do About It 
(Brookings Institution Press 2022) 
before meeting a barrage of anxious 
questions.

“I found that many people are 
really worried about boys and men, 
including the ones in their own life,” he 
writes. Husbands who lost their jobs, 
teenage sons struggling in school, 
 feckless fiancés who lack ambition— 
“even the staunchest feminists I spoke 
with seemed more concerned about 
their sons than their daughters.”

As his book documents in the early 
chapters, men have fallen behind in edu-
cation and earning potential. They are 
less likely to form stable families and 
more likely to commit suicide. They feel 
lost in a culture that calls them “toxic.” 
What’s to be done? “We need a pro-social 
masculinity for a post-feminist world.”

Reeves writes from a progressive 
point of view yet calls out both sides of 
the argument. The right seems hostile 
to the progress of women, offering only 
a return to traditional roles. But the left 
is blind to the problems of men, down-
playing the dramatic social change that 
has deprived them of their purpose as 
breadwinners and protectors.

Reeves acknowledges some impor-
tant realities. Women are more secure 
in their role, as it is largely defined by 
biology. The role of men, on the other 
hand, is more socially determined, and 
in a shifting society they find them-
selves adrift. No less a revered anthro-
pologist than Margaret Mead noted 
that men’s behavior, “being learned, is 
fragile.” But organizations like the 
American Psychological Association 
label typically masculine qualities like 
stoicism and competitiveness as “on 
the whole, harmful.” 

“It is a bad idea to send a signal to 
half the population that there is some-
thing intrinsically wrong with them,” 
Reeves wryly observes. But when not 
directly blamed, men and boys are 
ignored. In 2021 the White House 
Gender Policy Council issued a 
“National Strategy on Gender Equity 
and Equality.” The policy directs gov-
ernment agencies to take specific steps 
to expand opportunities and benefits to 
women, while failing to recognize that 
men are at greater risk of being unem-
ployed, undereducated, and uninsured.

Of Boys and Men
RICHARD V. REEVES

BOOKS

Rescuing men
A progressive author calls for a “pro-social masculinity”
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CALVINISTS LIKE TO STEER their doctrine on the straight 
and narrow path.

British theology teacher Michael Reeves affirms that 
priority in Authentic Ministry: Serving From the Heart (Union 
2022). Yet he wants to get more personal and go beyond the tradi-
tional outline of systematic theology. Reeves is president of Union 
School of Theology in England and director of the European 
Theologians Network. An earlier book, Delighting in the Trinity 
(2012), was more theological.

In this latest work Reeves warns about a slide in the direction of 
“using Scripture and the knowledge of God simply to get the next 

essay done, or the next sermon 
done.” We should delight in God 
for God’s sake, because He is God 
and is worthy of our worship. Jesus 
did not die on the cross for our 
self-improvement.

Reeves’ themes are not contro-
versial in terms of theology. One is 
to boast only in the cross. Through 
the cross we can grow our identity in 
Christ, not in our performance.

He recommends we learn to pray 
boldly, breathing in God’s Word, 
then breathing it out with prayer 
requests and thanksgiving.

We should strive to grow in 
humility and remember that the 
study of theology can unconsciously 

puff us up. Success can be a challenge. “If you pursue success, you can 
usually make a name for yourself if you try hard enough,” he writes. 
“But the story of the church is tragically littered with cautionary 
tales of fantastically gifted leaders who have crashed because of their 
lack of character.”

He shows the importance of friendship, noting how the greatest 
church leaders were encircled by strong friends and associates. 

Suffering is designed for our growth in Christ, painful in the 
short run but blessed as we grow from God’s corrections.

Reeves is well read in the masters, drawing on John Calvin, 
Jonathan Edwards, several Puritans, Charles Spurgeon, Abraham 
Kuyper, J.I. Packer, and John Stott. He brings a refreshing style of 
writing, with simple and clear sentences. He sticks to the straight 
and narrow in doctrine while pointing to a gracious emphasis that 
deserves equal time among Calvinists.

Unlike many liberals, Reeves 
acknowledges that the pay gap remain-
ing between men and women owes less 
to discrimination and more to women 
taking time off for their families. In 
other ways his progressivism raises 
unanswered questions. He overlooks 
the higher tax burdens and divorce 
rates that push many mothers to 
become wage earners. He doesn’t see 
marriage as essential to parenthood. He 
barely mentions transgenderism and 
ignores the challenge it poses to under-
standing manhood and womanhood. 

Still, many of his recommendations 
make sense. These include starting 
boys a year later in school than girls, 
recruiting more male teachers in 
 elementary education, and restoring 
technical and vocational education (as 
“men are more attracted to things, 
women to people”). Directing men 
toward HEAL jobs (Health, Education, 
Administration, and Literacy) may be a 
tougher sell, as these professions are 
more focused on people than things. 

When it comes to encouraging 
fatherhood, Reeves leans heavily on 
government policy: mandating equal 
paid leave for both parents; joint cus-
tody (even for unmarried dads); and 
part-time, flex-time, and remote work.

A conservative can doubt some of 
these ideas and still welcome the con-
versation. For Reeves is correct about 
this: We desperately need a “pro-social 
masculinity”—that is, productive and 
procreative—for the modern world. 

BOOKS

A call to humility
Author stresses the importance of graciousness
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“Even the staunchest 
feminists I spoke with 

seemed more 
concerned about 

their sons than their 
daughters.”
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Authentic 
Ministry
MICHAEL  
REEVES
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Stories from odd places
Authors offer a dark history and a surprising critique

b y  B E K A H  M C C A L L U M

IN 1912, the governor of 
Maine evicted a mixed-race 
community from an island off 

the Maine coast and committed eight 
islanders to an institution for the 
feeble-minded.

From Pulitzer Prize–winning 
author Paul Harding comes This Other 
Eden (W.W. Norton & Co. 2023), a 
novel based on the story of Malaga 
Island. In Harding’s adaptation, a for-
mer slave and his Irish wife settled on 
Malaga (or “Apple Island” as it’s known 
in the story) in 1792. One hundred 
years later, their descendants and other 
islanders have intermarried incestuously. 
Tasked with organizing a school, 
 missionary Matthew Diamond, a white 
man, wrestles with prejudices and 
 convictions, leading him to make a 
decision he later regrets.

A former drummer, Harding writes 
in melodic prose with a thoughtful 

cadence that does not abide skimming. 
But warnings are in order: The book 
discusses dark themes like incest, rape, 
and murder, although in a nongraphic 
way. Two characters have children out 
of wedlock, and there are some exple-
tives. But when it comes to sexual abuse, 
Harding portrays the darkness of sin 
without using graphic descriptions, 
and the book never waters down the 
consequences of sin.

Despite gruesome episodes, the 
author emphasizes the value of human 
life, even of those born of incest, not 
something many authors would dare to 
say this close to the Supreme Court’s 
Dobbs ruling. And while skin color 
plays a key role in the narrative, 
Harding doesn’t seem to have a racial 
agenda. That’s pretty refreshing. 

In The Thing in the Snow (William 
Morrow 2023), Sean Adams delivers an 
eccentric tale about three caretakers 
tasked with maintaining the Northern 
Institute, an abandoned research facil-
ity in a snowy wasteland. Every week, 
their boss Kay assigns peculiar tasks 
such as making sure the doors do not 
creak beyond “what one would expect,” 
or testing the blinds.

Hart, the narrator and a supervisor 
who takes his job a bit too seriously, 
approaches insanity when he feels 
threatened.

The whole operation is shrouded in 
mystery. Kay keeps the thermostat’s 
location a secret. No one knows why 
the researchers left, much less what 
they researched. Gilroy, a left-behind 
researcher and fussy recluse, pays more 
attention to studying coldness than to 
Hart’s questions. Headquarters advises 
against leaving the institute because of 
“snow sickness.” One day, Cline spots a 
thing in the snow, an object whose 
intrusive presence changes everything.

Despite being set in a freezing  tundra 
smack in the middle of nowhere, Adams’ 
book is dryly funny and a surprising 
critique of placing identity in career.

However, as with This Other Eden, 
The Thing in the Snow is marred by 
mild swear words and misuses of the 
Lord’s name. 

The Thing in the Snow
SEAN ADAMS

This Other Eden
PAUL HARDING

MATTHEW HOLST/THE NEW YORK TIMES/REDUX
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Paul Harding
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American Murderer
GAIL JARROW
(CALKINS CREEK 2022)

It’s 1902, and Charles 
Stiles, a parasite scien-
tist, discovers a worm 
plaguing poor rural 
Southerners. The 
American hookworm 
burrows into people’s 
feet and legs, then finds 
its way into the intes-
tines where sometimes 
dozens of the parasites 
feed on the host’s 
blood. It kills slowly, 
stunting victims’ 
growth and leaving 
them malnourished and 
lethargic. Nobody 
notices this, except 
Stiles, whose solution is 
simple yet sometimes 
elusive for poor rural 
families: shoes and sani-
tary outhouses. As you 
would expect in a book 
about parasites, the 
in-depth analysis of a 
hookworm’s life will 
 disgust some readers. 
Even so, the story of 
how one man saved the 
South from a terrible 
parasite will hook its 
readers—pun intended. 
Ages 10-17

The Deadliest Fires 
Then and Now

DEBORAH HOPKINSON
(SCHOLASTIC FOCUS 2022)

Father Peter Pernin had 
just finished conducting 
Mass on a Sunday in 
1871 when he heard an 
ominous sound like a 
distant rumbling train. 
That evening, wildfire 
flames would engulf 
Pernin’s town of 
Peshtigo, Wis., as the 
only survivors floated in 
the cold river or bur-
rowed underground. 
Hopkinson relates 
 gripping stories from 
some of America’s 
worst blazes—including 
the Chicago fire that 
same year and similar 
tragedies in San 
Francisco and New 
York. Hopkinson’s 
heavy-handed intro-
duction blames white 
settlers for not imitat-
ing the controlled burn 
practices of local Native 
American tribes, but 
also addresses the 
many ways the United 
States has fought and 
defended against fire 
outbreaks. Ages 7-10

Spies
DAVID LONG

(FABER & FABER 2022)

Before Roald Dahl 
wrote about chocolate 
factories, the children’s 
author spied on 
American politicians. 
French entertainer 
Josephine Baker spied 
too, sneaking secrets 
offstage in her under-
wear. The majority of 
spies, though, fled the 
limelight. Long profiles 
the dangerous esca-
pades faced by 27 British 
and French spies—
including one bird—
during World War II. 
Now-declassified 
 stories show how these 
secret agents altered 
their identities, 
employed secret codes 
and gadgets, sneaked 
money to soldiers, and 
saved lives. Long gives 
special recognition to 
female spies, many of 
whom received little 
acknowledgment 
during their lifetimes. 
Ages 9-12

Semi-Famous
JOSH SUNDQUIST
(LITTLE, BROWN BOOKS FOR  

YOUNG READERS 2022)

Does fame bring happi-
ness? In this humorous 
explainer, Sundquist 
dives into that question, 
looking at the triumphs, 
trials, and trappings of 
celebrity. He includes 
interviews with semi- 
famous individuals, but 
Sundquist—a former 
homeschooler and 
Paralympian—also 
relates some of his own 
embarrassing misad-
ventures. Although 
Sundquist’s book offers 
a secular perspective, it 
provides readers an 
opportunity to ponder 
how celebrity affects 
people, and discerning 
teens won’t be sur-
prised to discover that 
fame is fleeting and 
happiness is elusive 
apart from Christ. 
Note: Celebrity quotes 
include colorful lan-
guage with obscenities 
blacked out, and one 
chapter discusses 
celebrity deaths result-
ing from suicide and 
overdose. Ages 14+

CH I LDREN’S BOOKS

Nonfiction reads for tweens and teens
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HISTORIES OF the Holy Land 
can be divided among four 
eras: the Hebrews of the Old 

Testament; the Romans of the New 
Testament; the Europeans and 
Muslims of the Crusades; and the 
Arabs and Israelis of the modern day. 
In his debut book, journalist Oren 
Kessler has filled an important gap 
early in the modern era. Palestine 1936 
(Rowman & Littlefield 2023) tells the 
story of the Great Revolt, the pivotal 
three-year period of civil unrest that 
shaped the battlefield for Israel’s war of 
independence in 1948, where most 
other accounts start.

Though Jews have lived in and near 
Jerusalem for millennia, the Zionist 
effort to return a critical mass to their 
ancient lands launched at the turn of 
the 20th century. Its success began with 
the Balfour Declaration of 1917, as the 
British government promised its sup-
port for “the establishment in Palestine 
of a national home for the Jewish 
 people.” That pledge was sharply tested 
when Allied victory in World War I 
brought the dissolution of the Ottoman 
Empire, which had previously ruled 
Palestine, and the subsequent British 
Mandate from the League of Nations. 

After a rocky first few years, by 
1936 the British found themselves 
 trying to suppress a full-on civil war 
between the native Palestinian Arabs 
and the immigrant Jews. The new-
comers brought a massive infusion of 
investment and energy, as they built Tel 
Aviv atop empty beaches and tamed 
the wilderness with collective farms 
(“kibbutzim”). They also sparked a 
sharp reaction from the Arabs against 
what they perceived as a Jewish inva-
sion. Suddenly the most innocent 
acts—a soccer ball accidentally rolling 
down the wrong street—led to mob 
violence and brutal acts of revenge. 

Kessler tells his story through the 
eyes of well-chosen key characters, 
some familiar and others newly high-
lighted by his book. Few if any are 
heroes, though several are obvious 
 villains. All parties—Jewish, Arab, and 
British—bear some blame and shame 
for the many deaths. 

At one point Kessler describes a 
royal commission report as “a policy 
paper both pragmatic and elegant, 
meticulous, and readable.” The same 
praise is due his book: It carefully and 
accessibly elucidates the opening acts 
of this pivotal period, and his introduc-
tion and conclusion helpfully trace its 
meaning for the present. The history 
cannot be changed, but perhaps clarify-
ing it can help heal its wounds and 
make progress toward peace today. 

Palestine 1936
OREN KESSLER

BOOKS

The Great Revolt
The civil war before the birth of modern Israel
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Palestine disturbances during summer 1936
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Making sense of our lives can be difficult, but we may experience 
particular moments that prompt us to search for something deeper. 

Os Guinness has written or edited more than thirty-five books in a 
prolific fifty-year publishing career, including The Dust of Death, The 
Call, Fool’s Talk, Carpe Diem Redeemed, The Magna Carta of Humanity, 
Last Call for Liberty, Impossible People, Unspeakable, and Time for 
Truth. He is the founder of the Trinity Forum, a prominent social critic, 
and a frequent speaker who has addressed audiences worldwide.

In his newest book, Os Guinness tells stories of people who experienced these 
“signals of transcendence” and followed them to find new meaning and purpose 
in life—and the same can be true for us. These books from a master thinker invite 
us to examine our lives and join the quest for meaning and a life well lived.
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 F Rated PG-13
 F Theaters
 F S2 / V3 / L2*

JESUS REVOLUTION might be set 
in the 1970s, but the film feels like 
it’s speaking to our situation. 
America was divided back then, and 
life’s emptiness caused young people 
to look for meaning in a drug- 
fueled sexual revolution. America 
might be even more divided today, 
and contemporary youth think 
they’ve found truth in a new revolu-
tion of sex and gender. But this 
faith-based movie offers a beautiful 
story of hope, while avoiding the 
saccharine piety that often plagues 
the genre.

In 1969, Chuck Smith, played by 
Kelsey Grammer, pastors a dwindling 
congregation in Southern California. 
Like many in his generation he 

doesn’t understand the hippie youth 
culture that’s sweeping the nation. 
But things start to change for Pastor 
Chuck when he meets charismatic 
hippie preacher Lonnie Frisbee, 
played by Jonathan Roumie, who’s 
best known for playing Jesus on 
The Chosen.

Lonnie is an unlikely evangelist—
he became a Christian while experi-
menting with sex and drugs in the 
hippie mecca of San Francisco. 
Lonnie tells Chuck the hippies want 
salvation, but they don’t know 
where to look for it. The drugs 
promised expanded consciousness, 
but LSD offered no more truth than 
the materialism the hippies rebelled 

against. The hippies are really search-
ing for God, Lonnie says, they just 
don’t know it.

Chuck realizes these young 
 people are a bunch of lost sheep, and 
when he opens his home and his 
church, his world gets turned upside 
down. Not everyone at Calvary 
Chapel embraces the new members, 
forcing Pastor Chuck to make some 
hard choices. But the ministry grows 
exponentially, and a movement is 
born.

Jesus Revolution isn’t merely 
about Chuck Smith, Lonnie Frisbee, 
and Calvary Chapel. It’s also the 
love story of Greg and Cathe Laurie. 
Greg would eventually grow up to 
pastor the megachurch Harvest 
Christian Fellowship, but in those 
early days Greg and Cathe were just 
a couple of high schoolers looking 
for truth in the wrong places.

Jesus Revolution is rated PG-13 
because it contains scenes involving 
teenage drug use, but it is an excel-
lent movie with strong performances, 
high production values, and an 
inspiring message. The film is per-
fectly cast, despite Grammer and 

 * Ratings from kids-in-mind.com,  
with quantity of sexual (S), violent (V), 
and foul-language (L) content on a  
0-10 scale, with 10 high
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F Pure Flix

AN NFL STAR abandons his wife 
and two sons, in part because the 
younger boy has Down syn-
drome. Years later, he tries to earn 
back a place in their lives. Karen 
Kingsbury’s A Thousand 
Tomorrows, a new Pure Flix six-
part drama based on the novel by 
the same name, presents a story 
about forgiveness and persever-
ance through hardship. 

Rodeo champion Cody 
Gunnar (Colin Ford) fuels his 
bull rides with angry memories of 
the day his father, Mike (K.C. 
Clyde), walked out. Cody stays in 
touch with his mother Mary 
(Kate Easton) and younger 
brother Carl Joseph (a standout 
Cole Sibus) who, unlike Cody, 
welcomes Mike back after more 
than 10 years—with no questions 
asked. Cody steers clear of his 
father and the Christian faith 
that guides his mother and 
brother.

Ali (Rose Reid) is a Christian 
and a champion barrel racer. She 
doesn’t share details of her dire 
medical condition with her 
friends, and she competes despite 
the physical harm it causes her. 
Although Ali and Cody are 
drawn to each other, she initially 
keeps him at arm’s length because 
of their spiritual incompatibility.

The show has spiritually 
encouraging moments, but those 
moments—as well as Ali and 
Cody’s budding romance—often 
take a back seat to repetitive 
scenes that don’t advance the 
plot. 

Bull riding and barrel racing 
competitions function as filler for 
the six episodes. Gratuitous bar 
scenes and unwholesome flirta-
tions between cowboys and 
 cowgirls might buck faith-based 
conventions, but they also dis-
tract from a worthy story. A 
focused 90-minute feature film 
would have made for more 
 compelling viewing.

Roumie both being much older 
than the historical Chuck Smith and 
Lonnie Frisbee. Grammer moves 
through scenes with a compassion-
ate curmudgeonliness, and Roumie 
captures Frisbee’s otherworldliness. 
The film’s hippie aesthetics feel 
authentic, and the script does a 
fairly good job of navigating the 
tricky waters of historical reality and 
theological faithfulness.

Despite its strengths, the movie 
loses some focus in the second half. 
The narrative moves away from 
Chuck and Lonnie’s relationship at 
Calvary Chapel and begins to focus 
on Greg and Cathe’s spiritual and 
romantic journeys. I suppose this is 
to be expected since the script is 
based on Greg Laurie’s book, but 
the movie’s denouement doesn’t 
quite deliver what was promised in 
the first act. This shift also has the 
effect of allowing the movie to avoid 
Frisbee’s lapses into homosexuality 
and eventual death from AIDS. But 
these quibbles don’t derail the film. 
Jesus Revolution is the best faith-
based movie I’ve seen in a long time. 

The story reminds viewers ulti-
mate Truth can only be found in 
Jesus. And when we’ve found Jesus, 
we’re home. The movie says, “Come 
as you are,” but Jesus Revolution also 
says God doesn’t want you to stay as 
you are. Faith brings about repen-
tance of sin and a changed life. And 
though the movie avoids the most 
salacious aspects of Frisbee’s career, 
it doesn’t totally shy away from the 
messiness that surrounded the Jesus 
Movement. Real people battle real 
problems, and we see a movement 
that must deal with big egos and 
fights over theological direction. 

Jesus Revolution says we 
shouldn’t be so arrogant as to think 
God can’t work through our fail-
ures, and you don’t have to come 
from a particular Christian tradition 
to enjoy this story about sinners and 
God’s grace. All it asks is that we 
remember, even 50 years later, God’s 
Spirit is still blowing. 

TELEVISION

A Thousand Tomorrows
b y  B O B  B R O W N
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Creed III
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 F Rated PG-13
 F Theaters
 F S3 / V5 / L5

MICHAEL B. JORDAN is back in the 
ring to take another swing at the 
Rocky franchise with Creed III, this 
time both starring and directing. 
But after 47 years and eight movies, 
Sylvester Stallone has bowed out, so 
don’t expect Rocky Balboa in the 
corner.

Creed III begins with former 
champion Adonis “Donnie” Creed 
(Jordan) retired from boxing and 
living in Los Angeles—the move 
away from Philadelphia keeps view-
ers from wondering where Stallone’s 
Rocky went. Donnie now spends his 

time developing the next generation 
of young boxing talent and support-
ing his wife (Tessa Thompson) in 
her music career. But Donnie’s con-
fidence in the future shatters when 
he’s confronted by a ghost from his 
past. His childhood friend Damian 
(Jonathan Majors) has just finished 
an 18-year prison term, and Damian 
wants a shot at fulfilling his own 
dreams of boxing glory.

Donnie suffers from guilt over his 
complicity in Damian’s incarceration, 
and he feels obligated to help 
Damian. But their strained friendship 
takes a toll on both Donnie’s business 
and his family. Following the tried-
and-true Rocky formula, they’ll have 
to settle their problems in the ring.

Stallone claims he doesn’t like 
the franchise’s direction. He said he 
wanted to keep the tone sentimental 
and didn’t want the hero to explore 
dark places. But the storyline 
between Donnie and Damian is the 
best part of the movie, with scenes 
possessing an affecting verisimilitude. 
They speak cryptically, trying to 
suss out where their relationship 
stands and where each wants to 
take it. 

Majors makes Damian both 
sympathetic and menacing, using 
facial expressions to show us who 
Damian is and what he wants. 
Majors has perfected his ability 
to depict restrained rage from 
thwarted dreams.

Though the movie revolves 
around the relationship between 
Donnie and Damian, Donnie’s 
 family life takes its share of punches 
too, but most of these subplots feel 
contrived. Donnie and his wife’s 
interactions verge on melodrama, 
and the scenes involving his daugh-
ter and his mother feel tacked on. 
They’re supposed to add an emo-
tional punch, but they end up as 
distractions.

The story follows the pattern—a 
problem, a training montage, and a 
championship boxing match—and 
as for Rocky-verse films, I would 
put this one in the middle of the 
pack. The movie fails to justify why 
Donnie needs to fight Damian at all. 
But the championship bout solved 
the problem of how to wrap up the 
movie and set up another sequel.

Creed III isn’t perfect, but it’s an 
entertaining movie with visceral 
fight scenes you won’t find in a 
superhero fantasy. Despite Stallone’s 
concerns, this movie has a certain 
sentimentality. It’s an unapologeti-
cally masculine film about imperfect 
men trying to figure out how to live 
in a world that’s passing them by. It 
acknowledges being a man can be 
complicated, but it thankfully doesn’t 
try to make a problem out of mascu-
linity itself. 
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 � Rated TV-PG
 � Fox/Hulu

THE ADVENTURES of animal- 
control personnel sound like the 
makings of a fun show, but 
Animal Control disappoints 
 tremendously. The new show 
generates minuscule amounts of 
genuine comedy alongside pre-
dictable potty humor, sexual 
innuendo, and banal life lessons 
for insuff erably one-dimensional 
characters.

Frank Shaw, played by actor 
Joel McHale, is a former police 
offi  cer who was fi red aft er he 
uncovered corruption in the 
force. Disillusioned, he joined 
Seattle’s Animal Control 
Department, where he’s content 
to deal with stray cats, kangaroos, 
and ostriches. Frank’s bitterness 
extends to the few relationships 
he has maintained. Dropping in 
on his father, Frank tells him: “I 
don’t want to die with things left  
unsaid: You’re a terrible father, 

who never had my back, and I 
want you to rot in hell.” Aft er this 
revelation, his dad invites him in 
for a beer. The beer is a Rainier, 
which Dad has been drinking 
since he was 13, and that’s sup-
posed to make the scene funny.

Frank is thankful for the 
staffi  ng shortages that allowed 
him to work as a lone wolf, but 
when new recruit and former star 
snowboarder Shred Taylor 
(Michael Rowland) is hired as his 
partner, Frank takes every oppor-
tunity to make life miserable for 
Shred and the rest of the staff . In 
the second episode, the new part-
ners trick a fellow offi  cer into 
shooting a stuff ed toy cougar, 
resulting in an unintentionally 
ironic quip. Frank says, “It’s rare 
when a hero is also so funny.” 
This isn’t one of those rare times.

While watching the fi rst three 
episodes, I laughed once, cringed 
oft en, and gladly turned off  the 
TV aft er this exceptionally 
unfunny attempt at humor.

TELEVISION

Animal Control
b y  M A R T Y  VA N D R I E L

 BOX OFFICE TOP 10
For the weekend of March 3-5, 
according to Box Offi  ce Mojo

 �1 Creed III*
PG-13 • S3 / V5 / L5

�2 Ant-Man and the Wasp: 
Quantumania*
PG-13 • S1 / V5 / L4

�3 Cocaine Bear
R • S1 / V8 / L10

�4 Demon Slayer:  Kimetsu 
No Yaiba—To the 
Swordsmith Village
R • not rated

�5 Jesus Revolution*
PG-13 • S2 / V3 / L2

�6 Avatar: The Way of Water*
PG-13 • S4 / V6 / L5

�7 Operation Fortune: 
Ruse de Guerre
R • S3 / V6 / L7

�8 Puss in Boots: 
The Last Wish*
PG • S1 / V3 / L3

�9 Magic Mike’s Last Dance
R • S7 / V1 / L8

 �10 80 for Brady*
PG-13 • S3 / V2 / L5

*Reviewed by WORLD

ROCKY MOVIES 
BY LIFETIME 
GROSS EARNINGS
1 Rocky IV / 1985
2 Rocky III / 1982
3 Rocky / 1976
4 Creed II / 2018
5 Creed / 2015
6 Rocky II / 1979
7 Rocky Balboa / 2006
8 Rocky V / 1990

SOURCE: BOX OFFICE MOJO
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IN JANUARY, Burt Bacharach 
and Elvis Costello announced 
the forthcoming release of 

The Songs of Bacharach & Costello to 
celebrate their quarter century of inter-
mittent collaborations. Then, four 
weeks later, Bacharach died. He was 94.

His teamwork with Costello was 
the last in his long line of celebrated 
songwriting partnerships, the best 
known and most successful of which 
was with the lyricist Hal David. 

From 1957 through 1972, 
Bacharach and David wrote career- 
defining hits for B.J. Thomas, Gene 
Pitney, Bobby Vinton, Dusty 
Springfield, Jackie DeShannon, Tom 

J

Jones, the 5th Dimension, Cilla Black, 
and the Carpenters.

The duo’s go-to interpreter, how-
ever, was Dionne Warwick. Beginning 
in 1962, the Warwick-Bacharach-David 
consortium placed 20 songs in the Top 
40 over eight years. The seven that 
made the Top 10—“Anyone Who Had a 
Heart,” “Walk on By,” “Message to 
Michael,” “I Say a Little Prayer,” “Do You 
Know the Way to San Jose,” “This Girl’s 
in Love With You,” “I’ll Never Fall in 
Love Again”—exemplified sophisticated 
’60s pop at its most seemingly effortless.

It wasn’t effortless, of course. The 
classically trained Bacharach labored 
long and hard over arrangements, 
 production, and melodies, and the 
resulting insomnia and dependence on 
sleeping pills plagued him for years.

His perfectionism proved debilitat-
ing in other ways too. When the 1973 
musical remake of Lost Horizon on 
which he had exhausted himself for 
two years bombed and handed him his 
first massive failure, he spiraled into a 
lost decade. “I disappeared from Hal,” 
Bacharach wrote in his autobiography, 
“I disappeared from Dionne, and I 
 disappeared from my marriage.” 

The marriage was his second, his 
wife the actress Angie Dickinson. He 
would marry twice more, finally finding 
stability with the ski instructor Janie 
Hanson, whom he met on the slopes 
when he was 61. (She was 29.)

He would also experience a rebirth 
of his cool thanks to his work with the 
ever-hip Costello and his appearances 
in Mike Myers’ Austin Powers films. 

But nothing made up for what 
became his biggest regret: his failure to 
“be there” enough for his daughter 
Nikki, who suffered from Asperger’s 
but was undiagnosed until she was 34, 
by which time she’d come to resent her 
father for having committed her to an 
institution for 10 years. She took her 
own life at 40.

In 1969, he named an instrumental 
after her that became the theme song of 
the ABC Movie of the Week. It was the 
most significant—and the saddest—
Bacharach melody ever. 

The Songs of Bacharach  
& Costello

ELVIS COSTELLO AND 
 BURT BACHARACH

MUSIC

A highly productive—and 
tragic—musical life 

Remembering hit songwriter Burt Bacharach
b y  A R S E N I O  O R T E Z A
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Simon Mold: Passiontide  
THE KNIGHTON CONSORT, DAVID COWEN, ET AL.

What makes this recording of Simon Mold’s 2010 
“Lenten cantata for soloists, choir and organ” unique 
isn’t the music or the performances (both fine). It’s 
the seamless textual garment that Mold has woven 

from Scripture (three psalms, Micah 6, 1 Peter 2), Coles’ Christologia, 
Aquinas, and a half-dozen hymnists spanning several centuries. Then 
there’s “The Dream of the Rood,” wherein the cross speaks for itself.

Fausto Caporali: Via Crucis & Cantate Sacre 
PUERI CANTORES MALAGA, CORO CATEDRAL DE MALAGA

Two fourth-century martyrs inspired the first of Disc 
2’s sacred cantatas. The 1487 defeat of the Muslim 
Emirate of Granada by Spain’s Catholic monarchs 
inspired the other. Devout historians enamored of the 

expressive powers of the organ will enjoy both. Disc 1’s Stations of the 
Cross–inspired Via Crucis, however, is for everyone. The children’s choir, 
which never sounds cute, sings and declaims in Spanish. (The booklet 
contains English.) Francisco Javier Sánchez Bandera, who renders 
Christ’s agonies in a piercingly wailing Latin, needs no translation.

Reforming Hymns MUSICA FICTA, BO HOLTEN
If they’re any good, liner notes illuminate the listening 
experience, not the other way around. But in this 
album’s cover booklet, the musicologist Bjarke Moe 
examines the roots of Danish Protestant hymnody 
with such precision that if you read before you 

 listen—and you probably should unless you already know a lot about 
the subject or speak Latin, Danish, and German—you’ll find the music 
illuminating Moe’s explication. And the more you know going in, the 
less likely that the a cappella sounds made by the early-music-specializing 
vocal ensemble Musica Ficta will pass you by like so much undifferentiated 
beauty.

Christopher Tyler Nickel: GATM: Prophecy EP 
VANCOUVER CONTEMPORARY ORCHESTRA, CLYDE MITCHELL

In April, Avie Records will release the complete, seven- 
disc oratorio of which this 19-minute digital EP is one 
of three five-selection, appetite-whetting excerpts. 
(The first, Salvation, dropped in January. The last, 

Death and Resurrection, drops in March.) They’re also a way for listeners 
who lack the time or money to invest in the complete work not to miss 
out on its riches altogether—riches that include clearly articulated sing-
ing, detailed sonic definition, and melodic motifs that ebb and flow at a 
pace conducive to meditation on the relevant Gospel texts.

MUSIC

New and noteworthy
b y  A R S E N I O  O R T E Z A

ENCORE

Another new organ-centric 
project inspired by the 
Stations of the Cross is 
Richard Moore’s recording of 
Philip Moore’s Via Crucis  
(Convivium). Interspersed 
with readings of the late Eric 
Milner-White’s circa-1950 
Passion prayers by the Rev. Dr. 
Barry Orford, the 15 “Musical 
Reflections” (“The Agony in 
Gethsemane,” “The Kiss of 
Judas,” “St. Simon of Cyrene,” 
etc.) comprise a work that, to 
quote the program notes, 
“speaks to the future through 
the language of the past.” 

What situates the lan-
guage of Milner-White’s 
prayers in the past is their ele-
vated diction and Elizabethan-
era pronouns. What speaks to 
the future (and the present) 
is Philip Moore’s ominous 
music as brought to life by 
Richard Moore on the 
four-manual organ at the 
Guildford Cathedral in 
England. One caveat: The 
dynamics, which range from 
too quiet (Orford’s readings) 
to too loud (“Musical 
Reflection No. 6”), will have 
you reaching, and at times 
lunging, for the volume 
knob. —A.O. 

after her that became the theme song of 
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IN THE WORDS OF Anchorman’s Ron Burgundy, “That 
escalated quickly.” 

It began with the news that U.K. publishing house 
Puffi  n Books would change future editions of Roald 
Dahl’s classic children’s books to feature kind-
er-and-gentler, inoff ensive language. Dahl, best known 
for creating worlds in which vicious teachers swung 
 little girls by their pigtails and piggish boys met their 
fate in chocolate rivers, was not a kind and gentle 
author. But his extravagant plots always resolved in a 
blunt moral: Good guys receive their reward and bad 
guys get their comeuppance. Four generations of young 
readers have delighted in the message, as much as in the 
giant peaches and Big Friendly Giants (BFG).

For the new editions, Puffi  n subjected Dahl’s works 
to Inclusive Minds, a consulting service “with a passion 
for inclusion, diversity, equality and accessibility in 
 children’s literature.” Dahl’s estate gave its blessing; the 
author himself, who died of cancer in 1990, had nothing 
to say about it. Though known for a spiky personality, 
he was not unreceptive to criticism, as he changed the 
original Oompa-Loompas of Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory from African pygmies to “little fantasy creatures” 
of Loompaland (where the Whangdoodles roam). 

But imagine his reaction to the recommendations of 
Inclusive Mind reviewers. Negative uses of “black” and 
“white,” triggering adjectives like “ugly” and “crazy,” gen-
dered language, and even whole sentences were rewritten 

to avoid off ense. The UK Telegraph broke the story, with 
a list of over 100 changes to the text. Howls of outrage 
ensued on both sides of the Atlantic. (Puffi  n’s U.S. affi  li-
ate announced that nothing would change in American 
editions.) Notable personages like Queen Consort 
Camilla and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak chimed in. 
“We shouldn’t gobblefunk around with words,” Sunak’s 
spokesman explained, echoing the BFG. Aft er two weeks 
of outcry, Puffi  n compromised, agreeing to publish two 
editions: one with the sanitized language and the classic 
version with its dagger-like adjectives intact. 

All’s well in Dahlville. For now.
Laying rough hands on beloved classics isn’t new. 

Last year, when the copyright expired on Winnie-the-
Pooh characters, fi lmmaker Rhys Frake-Waterfi eld lost 
no time in creating Blood and Honey, a low-budget 
slasher fl ick in which Pooh and Piglet take vengeance on 
Christopher Robin for growing up. The movie was a 
surprise hit in Mexico before opening in the United 
States last month. Its success probably owes more to 
novelty than perversion. But before the novelty fades, 
more iconoclasts will circle like sharks around childhood 
companions who have lost their copyright protection. 
(Watch for Bambi: The Reckoning.)

The slasherization of Pooh is disturbing but proba-
bly short-lived, while “corrections” to the classics may be 
only beginning. Before announcing the two-editions 
compromise, Puffi  n defended its changes, citing its 
 “signifi cant responsibility” to protect young readers, as 
Dahl’s books “might be the fi rst time they are navigating 
written content without a parent, teacher, or carer.” 

The publisher-as-carer role should make any parent 
laugh, squirm, and seethe. Even assuming good inten-
tions, the sensitivity editions of Roald Dahl probably 
have less to do with protecting children than protecting 
the publisher from wokish protests. Puffi  n also “pro-
tects” children with a line of LGBTQIA+ books for ages 
0-12, like My Daddies! and The Extraordinary Life of 
Freddie Mercury. If the market demands My Daddies!, 
fair enough. But there was no demand to subject Charlie 
and the Chocolate Factory to sensitivity training.

In Dahl’s broad-stroke world, wickedness is ugly 
both inside and out. Evil has no charm. His villains are 
not appealing but repellent. Children understand this 
from a gut level, which is one reason why these stories 
have endured. Publishers take note: It’s a short step from 
inclusion to intrusion, and from updating to uptelling—
shaping young minds to current biases. Roald Dahl may 
be the only contrary voice they hear. Leave him alone.
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“Correcting” 
classics
Changes to Roald Dahl’s books weren’t 
updating but uptelling
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Since the launch of WORLD Opinions, more than 40 respected Christian 
voices have shared their perspectives through 700-plus columns on the 
many ideologies and events attempting to redefine our world today. Their 
reasoned, respectful commentary has kept readers better informed on  
how to think about and discuss the consequential issues of our times.

Subscribe to WORLD and receive three of these columns each weekday 
as well as unlimited access to headlines, reports, and magazine archives.

Answers Christians 
need for conversations 
about today’s issues

THE WORLD HAS QUESTIONS ABOUT WHY 
CHRISTIANS BELIEVE WHAT WE BELIEVE  
ON ISSUES. WORLD OPINIONS HAS ANSWERS.

worldopinions.co 

@jbcheaney
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Kazem, from Iran, attends a class 
preparing him for baptism at a 
church in Berlin after his conversion 
from Islam to Christianity.

CLEMENS BILAN/AFP VIA GETTY IMAGES
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SEEKING A 
SAVIOR

Muslims are increasingly interested in Christianity, 
but is the Church ready to give an answer?

BY JILL NELSON
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n a crisp evening last October, fi ve 
volunteers from local churches fi led 
into a Middle Eastern cultural center 
in Orange County, Calif. Sue Fuqua, 
an energetic and petite woman, 
welcomed them as she bustled 
around a makeshift  classroom fi tted 
out with tables, chairs, and a screen 

for movies. While they got settled, Fuqua wrote the agenda for the 
weekly English class on a whiteboard and prepared a word-matching 
game. “Today we’re using the Bible’s story of creation for our lesson,” 
she told her team with a note of excitement in her voice.

Soon the students arrived—three men and fi ve 
women, most wearing hijabs or Muslim head-
scarves. The center buzzed with activity—it was 
Muhammad’s birthday—and kids played pingpong 
while adults arranged tables of food. The female 
students and volunteers greeted each other with a 
kiss on each cheek.

“We’re so happy you’re here,” Fuqua said as they 
took their seats and browsed the printed lesson: a 
simple dialogue between God, Adam, Eve, and the 
snake. “Did you know that you are created in God’s 
image?” Fuqua asked as she walked around the class.

“What is this word, image?” a woman in her 30s 
asked in response.

“That means you are similar to God. You are 
like Him,” Fuqua explained.

“It’s amazing!” one of the students declared.
Off  to the side, Salam Ministries President 

Nader Hanna cued up a children’s video about 
 creation that matched the lesson. He has been 
involved in ministry to Muslims for 20 years and 
said crusade-style evangelism doesn’t work. But 
investing in relationships does.

Salam Ministries doesn’t ask its Muslim students 
to join a Bible study, but some eventually do. “Just 

do life with them and show them the love of God 
without words, because the communication of the 
gospel starts with that very fi rst smile, and then it 
opens the door to communicating the message of 
the gospel,” Hanna said. “And Muslims are receiving 
the gospel in so many ways.”

Conversions from Islam to Christianity, once 
rare, are multiplying exponentially around the 
globe. Some who study these trends claim more 
Muslims have professed faith in Christ during the 
past four decades than in the past two millennia.

“Historically, nearly all conversions involved 
Christians becoming Muslim, not the reverse,” 
wrote Daniel Pipes, a scholar of Islam and president 
of Middle East Forum. “Islam has for 1,400 years 
been the ‘Hotel California’ of religions (‘You can 
check out any time you like, but you can never 
leave’), as it prohibits adherents from either declar-
ing themselves atheists or members of another faith, 
which from the Islamic point of view amount to the 
same thing. Tens of millions of Christians have 
been absorbed into the spiritual empire of Islam.”

Now, that’s changing.
David Garrison’s book A Wind in the House of 

Islam describes nine locations in the Middle East, 
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Africa, and parts of Asia where Muslims are turning 
to Christ in unprecedented numbers. But similar 
movements are also happening in the United States, 
according to six people who lead Muslim outreach 
ministries.

Several factors have contributed to this trend, 
including Muslim immigration in the wake of polit-
ical unrest and the explosion of Christian media 
outreach. Dreams about Jesus are another factor 
sending Muslims on a journey to learn more about 
the God of the Bible. (More on that in a moment.)

“We used to hear maybe of a person coming to 
faith maybe once a year,” said Fouad Masri, CEO of 

Crescent Project. “But now every week we see 
 people downloading Bibles.” Masri founded his 
ministry in 1993 to equip the Church to reach the 
growing number of Muslims in the United States. 
Crescent Project now has seven Muslim-background 
believers on staff and a digital outreach with 500 
volunteers regularly talking to Muslims online.

The 9/11 terrorist attacks prompted many 
Muslims to begin asking questions about their 
faith. One of Masri’s friends, a Persian man from 
New York City, wanted to find out what Christians 
would do to Muslims in retaliation. So, he bought a 
Bible and began to read. He was surprised by Jesus’ 
instructions to love your enemies. That radical love 
intrigued him, so he joined a Bible study and 
 eventually became a Christian.

A Muslim convert is baptized in the Netherlands.
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Abdu Murray, president of the apologetics min-
istry Embrace the Truth, said he was surprised to 
meet another Christian from a Muslim background 
after his conversion in 2000. Now he’s aware of 
hundreds of conversions and personally knows 30 
or 40 Christians who were once Muslims. Some 
have public ministries, but most are “just quietly 
going about their lives and witnessing for Christ in 
their communities.”

Horizons International President Georges 
Houssney has also witnessed an increased number 
of conversions among Muslims. His organization 
works with international students in 10 U.S. cities 
and has ministry centers around the world, 
 including nine in Beirut.

Houssney points to a wider trend of Muslims 
leaving Islam. The 1979 Iranian revolution and 
increase in Islamist terrorist attacks have created 
broad disillusionment with the religion, he said.

Houssney says most Muslims turn to atheism. 
But others don’t want to be irreligious and find 
Christianity the closest faith to Islam: “There already 
is so much in the Quran that speaks about the same 
thing the Bible talks about. Not necessarily accu-
rately, but still there’s Adam and Eve’s story. There’s 
Noah, Abraham, Moses,” Houssney said. “Jesus is 
mentioned in the Quran more than 90 times.”

But U.S. Christians have failed in some respects 
to engage their Muslim neighbors with both endur-
ing love and Biblical wisdom. Muslims are “filling 
the streets in America, and we can see it as 
Christians in two ways: a Muslim invasion of 
America or God sending them to us,” Houssney 
said.

F arah Saada Marvil was a high school student 
in the early 1990s when her dad began 
exhibiting strange behavior: He would sit at 

the dining room table reading a large book with 
gold borders, slam it shut, and retreat to his bed-
room while talking to himself out loud. Then he’d 
return to the book and vigorously mark up passages 
with a highlighter.

This unusual behavior continued until one day 
in 1993.

“He comes into my room on a Sunday morning, 
turns on the light, and says, ‘Get up. We’re going to 
church.’ And I’m like, ‘What?!’ I was 15 years old, 
and Sunday was my morning to sleep,” Marvil said.

Marvil’s mom was nominally Catholic, but her 
dad, Taysir Abu Saada, was a Palestinian-born 
Muslim who once worked as a sniper for the 
Palestinian Liberation Organization and as personal 
driver for its then-leader, Yassar Arafat. Saada left 

that life behind when he immigrated to Kansas 
City in the 1970s, but he wanted his kids to cultur-
ally identify as Muslim. Saada helped raise money 
to build one of the city’s first mosques, although he 
rarely attended.

Several months after the family started going to 
church, Saada became a Christian. Marvil’s brother, 
a senior in high school, had already placed his faith 
in Christ but had been hiding it for a month. Then 
her mother embraced the faith. Marvil was the last 
to convert, after a year of heated discussions with 
the church youth pastors.

It’s difficult to determine the number of 
Muslims who’ve converted to Christianity in the 
United States, but among those who have, Fouad 
Masri has observed the following two trends: an 
encounter with a practicing Christian and a vision 
or dream about Jesus, whom Muslims recognize as 
the prophet Isa.

“This is freaking out all the imams, because 
even imams, some of them had a dream of Jesus,” 
Masri said. “And they’re like, ‘Why did I not see 
Muhammad? Why did I see Jesus?’”

Houssney often opens a conversation with 
Muslims by asking about recent dreams. He said 
Jesus always has a shining face and is dressed in 
white in the dreams described to him.
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“Muslims value dreams because of their culture 
and their religion.” Hanna said. “And I think God 
just talks to people the way they expect or they 
would receive.”

Mike Westerfield grew up in a Christian home 
and encountered Islam while working as a correc-
tional officer at a prison. Muslim inmates gave him 
Islamic literature challenging Christianity, and he 
found himself drowning in the doubts he failed to 
adequately address during Bible college. After three 
years of study, he became a Muslim in early 2001.

He fully immersed himself in Islam—working 
as a Muslim chaplain, praying five times a day, 
 raising his kids in the faith, and studying to be an 
imam. But for seven of his 12 years as a Muslim, he 
felt unsettled.

Early one morning in 2012, Westerfield had a 
vivid dream of Jesus that included a flood of crimson 
blood drowning him as he ran. Then he was sud-
denly filled with peace. When he woke up, he was 
convinced the dream came from an evil spirit, until 
a colleague approached him the next day at work. 
“He said, ‘Jesus told me to tell you that He loves 

you.’ And it’s just like the dream came back again. I 
just broke down crying at work,” Westerfield said.

That dream profoundly influenced his journey 
to Christ a year later, he said, but the enduring love 
of Christians in his life was a primary catalyst for 
his conversion. He was also moved by the radical 
difference between the lives of Muhammad and 
Jesus. Muhammad was a state-builder who ordered 
dozens of executions; Jesus made a distinction 
between Church and state and commanded His 
 followers to love their enemies.

Marvil’s conversion process did not involve a 
dream, although her dad’s did. But as with 
Westerfield, the Christian community leaning 
into their journey had the greatest influence.

When Marvil got into the car that Sunday 
morning in 1993, she assumed her dad would drive 
to the local Catholic church her mom occasionally 
attended. Instead, the family traveled 40 minutes 
away to the basement of a bank where lawn chairs 
filled the room and people milled about in jeans 
and T-shirts. One of the pastors was warming up 
on the drums while several musicians tuned their 
electric guitars.

“We’re talking a cross between Petra and Bon 
Jovi. Hair out to here,” Marvil said, holding her 
hands out to the side of her head. “And ripped 
jeans, really loud, and really genuinely loved Jesus.” 
She thought her dad had brought them to a cult.

What she encountered in that congregation 
changed the course of her life. At first she went fur-
ther into Islam. Then she declared herself agnostic. 
The youth pastor’s wife suggested she spend six 
months reading the book of John, and her heart 
began to open up to the gospel. “It was the youth 
pastors who really just loved me where I was at and 
just kept suffering with me—like long-suffering. 
And they didn’t give up,” Marvil said.

Houssney hosts yearly conferences for Muslim 
converts—last year 40 attended—and has 
researched conversion trends. Twenty years ago, he 
asked 120 former Muslims a series of questions 
about factors that influenced their journey to 
Christianity.

Five percent of the respondents just walked into 
a church; 25 percent received a piece of Christian 
literature; 50 percent said Christian media played a 
role; and 60 percent said they had a dream. But 85 
percent of the respondents said the love of a 
Christian played an important role. 

I ranians make up the largest percentage of 
Muslim-background believers globally and 
nationally, according to ministry leaders. Today, 

Mike Westerfield was profoundly influenced by a 
dream, but the enduring love of Christians in his life 
was the primary catalyst for his conversion.
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in Iran and among the Persian diaspora, the esti-
mated number of converts from Islam to Christianity 
ranges from several hundred thousand to more 
than a million. Before the 1979 Islamic Revolution, 
there were only a few hundred. “You go into major 
cities [in the U.S.] and you’ll find Iranian churches, 
Persian-speaking churches,” Houssney said.

Mehr Reformed Ministries President Hamid 
Hatami said he knows more than 400 Iranian 
Christians in both the United States and Iran. The 
vast majority, himself included, converted from 
Islam during the past three decades.

Marvil is now the COO of Hope for Ishmael, a 
ministry to Muslims her father founded 23 years 
ago. In Kansas City, she has witnessed a movement 
of conversions among highly educated Algerian 
Berbers, immigrants from North Africa. Four 
years ago, they were working with five Muslim-
background Christian families who wanted to 
start a church. Now that church has grown to 30 
extended families that number between 200 and 
300 people. Some are “seekers,” but most are 
 baptized Christians.

Marvil said these converts are sharing their faith 
with other Algerians in the area as well as local 
Iraqi and Afghan Muslims.

Many of the ministry leaders I talked to said the 
majority of Muslim conversions to Christ in the 
United States are taking place on university cam-
puses. “They want to go to an American home, eat 
American food, make American friends, and learn 
English,” Houssney said. 

Muslims who come to America are generally 
more open-minded, and that’s especially true of 
international students. Religious families usually 
don’t let their children come to the West, fearing 
its negative influence.

One Texas campus minister told me the Muslim 
conversions to Christ at his university involved 
“secret” conversions and “secret” baptisms. 
WORLD agreed not to use his name or the name 
of his university to keep these students safe.

“Over the past several years, we’ve had 10 to 12 
(that I know of, but maybe more) from Iran com-
mit their lives to Christ,” he wrote in an email. 
They have kept their Christian faith a secret “for 
fear word of their conversion will bring harm to 
their families back in Iran.”

Publicly leaving Islam has always carried risk. 
A Hadith—one of the recorded sayings of 
Muhammad—includes this declaration: “Whoever 
changes his religion, kill him.” That happens far less 
in the West than it does abroad, but “apostates” 
face difficulties no matter where they live.

Abdu Murray said he knew Christianity was 
true for nearly two years before he was willing to 
“embrace the truth,” a phrase that became the name 
of his ministry.

As a college student at the University of 
Michigan, he began to take his Muslim faith more 
seriously while also studying other religions: He 
wanted to become an apologist for Islam and 
enjoyed long discussions with two Baptists who 
would occasionally knock on his door. But he 
 gradually began to doubt Islam.

After passing the bar exam six years later, he 
decided to face his doubts before starting his law 
firm job. One day in June 2000, he sat at his par-
ents’ desk with all the evidence for Islam on his left 
and the evidence for Christianity on his right—
books, articles, and email exchanges with theolo-
gians and professors. Behind him, a computer 
played a debate between a Muslim and a Christian 
about whether or not Jesus rose from the dead.

“I recognized that I had intellectually assented 
to the credibility of the gospel message, from his-
tory to theology to you name it, including science 
and other things. But I couldn’t embrace it as true,” 
Murray said. “There was too much price to pay.”

The journey from Islam to Christianity is 
 typically a long, arduous process that takes years. 

“We’ve had kings, 
parliament members, 

ministers from all 
over the world who 
studied in America, 
and you can make  

a huge impact  
on their lives.”
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Ministry leaders told me many Muslims are ques-
tioning their faith and can’t talk to their Muslim 
friends or leaders because they come from an “honor 
and shame” culture where doubt is frowned upon.

But the Church is missing this opportunity.
Both Houssney and Hanna said Christians have 

failed to mix with immigrants and create meaning-
ful relationships. The United States resettled more 
than 310,000 Muslim refugees between 2002 and 
2019, according to the Pew Research Center. 
California accepted the most, followed by New 
York and Texas, but Muslim refugees live in every 
state.

Houssney said there is a tremendous need for 
churches to step in and help disciple new converts: 
“Many Muslims who profess faith in Jesus Christ 
fall away, frequently either returning to Islam or 
becoming atheists.” He said churches have publicly 
baptized some Muslims before ensuring they 
understood basic Christian beliefs.

Other churches are guilty of “bait and switch” 
patterns: inviting Muslims to a picnic, witnessing, 
then leaving. “They’ve already seen this, most likely 
with missionaries in their homeland, so they think, 
‘Great, I can get free stuff if I just listen,’” Marvil said.

Murray said Christians often don’t speak about 
their faith with confidence, fearing they will offend 

Muslims, and that comes across as a lack of convic-
tion. But he also encourages the Church to “empha-
size reasons to embrace Christianity” instead of 
criticizing Islam.

Some ministry leaders said there’s a place for 
asking difficult questions. Steve Mashni, a Muslim 
convert to Christianity, challenges Muslim claims 
through his YouTube channel and street evangelism 
in Garden Grove, Calif.—tactics that have angered 
some Muslims. But many churches are simply 
unaware of their local Muslim communities, and 
ministry leaders say that needs to change.

Houssney wants every Muslim international 
student to regularly visit the homes of Christian 
families in America. “We’ve had kings, parliament 
members, ministers from all over the world who 
studied in America, and you can make a huge 
impact on their lives,” Houssney said. “Even if they 
don’t become Christians, they become more open 
to Christianity and more willing to allow 
Christianity in their country.”

Crescent Project is implementing a similar pro-
gram: pairing the nearly 3,000 imams in the United 
States with a Christian leader or pastor to meet 
with on a regular basis. “We discovered that many 
imams don’t have a Christian friend,” Masri said. So 
far, they have 200 pastors from at least seven states 
committed to meet with an imam. 

I n January, a new refugee family joined the 
Salam Ministries ESL class at the Middle 
Eastern cultural center in Orange County—

recent arrivals from Afghanistan. The oldest child 
in the family, an eloquent 17-year-old, wants to be 
either a writer or a doctor one day. She’s an eager 
student, and she poses a question to Nader Hanna.

“Mr. Nader, I already know about the prophets. I 
was so excited to come here, and I don’t know many 
things about this country,” she explained. “Who is 
this ‘King Luther’ person we celebrated today in 
school? Can you teach us about American holidays?”

Hanna smiled and agreed to create some 
English lessons around this topic. This teenage girl 
is lonely, he told me, and needs friends. So do many 
of the people he encounters in his ministry work, 
but too few American Christians are stepping up to 
meet that need.

“I have no doubt that many Muslims are consid-
ering Christianity or seeking to know the truth,” 
Hanna said. “Many more than we know.” 

Steve Mashni evangelizes in Garden Grove, Calif. His sign 
says, “Come and talk to me about the Messiah.”
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Help
wanted

How a  
small Navajo 
hospital is 
delivering 
care amid  
a big nursing 
shortage
ARTICLE AND PHOTOS  

by KIM HENDERSON

JOHANNA BAHE IS RUNNING LATE. The longtime nursing 
supervisor is striding down a hall at the Indian Health Service 
(IHS) hospital in Chinle, Ariz., her familiar outline in teal 
scrubs setting a double-time pace. The staff briefing about an 
impending flu surge lasted through lunch, and now Bahe is 
fielding a call from a rattled employee. “It’s broken?” She frowns, 
resting her face against her phone. A surprise windstorm that 
swept through their Navajo reservation damaged a canopy that 
covers drive-thru respiratory services. They’ll need to reroute 
patients. 

Bahe stops near the hospital entrance, a sunny room bor-
dered with the kind of geometrical designs you see woven into 
Navajo rugs. As she counsels her caller, Bahe gestures toward a 
bank of transaction windows a few yards away. “Our pharmacy,” 
the Chinle native explains, adding that their patients can’t pick 
up medications at a Walgreens or Walmart, because there 
aren’t any. Such is life on a reservation.

Most nursing supervisors don’t deal with pharmacy deserts 
and surprise windstorms. Bahe gets that. Behind the stylish eye-
glasses is a woman who’s spent nearly 30 years with the IHS, a 
woman who is comfortable in her niche. But if there is a leveler 
in her field these days, it’s stress. Heavy workloads for nursing 
supervisors are par for the course nationwide, and the strands 
of gray winding through Bahe’s head of jet black hair may be 
proof of it. But she also has another problem on her hands—a 
50 percent staff vacancy rate. A nursing shortage threatens 
hospitals across the nation, but in Navajo country, the crisis is 
especially acute. 
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WARS AND ECONOMIC RECESSIONS have caused 
nursing shortages in the United States before, but none 
with the Richter scale reading of the current crisis. To 
turn the tide, experts say more than 1 million new 
registered nurses (RNs) must don scrubs by the end 
of the decade. COVID-19 could be the culprit—with 
its front-line exhaustion, burnout, and vaccination 
requirements—but an aging population of both 
patients and nurses is also to blame. With a fifth of 
the nation’s RNs ready to retire and the need for 
health services at an all-time high, a shortage was per-
colating long before the exodus-inducing pandemic.

At 52, Bahe is the median age of America’s RNs. 
The married mother of four is proudly Navajo, from 
casual mentions of her “clan” to the colorful jewelry 
she wears. “I learned beadwork from my grandmother,” 
she explains, fingering the edge of an earring. One 
heritage Bahe would like to shirk, however, is the 
inability of reservation hospitals to recruit and retain 
nurses. She says it’s always been an issue.

The IHS established a network of clinics to serve 
American Indian/Alaska Native tribes in 1955, the 
same year Rosa Parks refused to surrender her bus seat 
to a white man, launching the civil rights movement. 
Both efforts required time to make gains. On reserva-
tions, measures of success included better sanitation 
programs, higher immunization rates, and expanded 
use of antibiotics. Today, some hail the IHS as one fed-
eral program that has worked, pointing to feats like an 
82 percent decline in the infant mortality rate. Despite 
a nearly $7 billion budget, though, staffing shortages 
plague IHS facilities. Most explanations involve the 
old real estate adage—location, location, location. 

The Navajo Nation, sprawling across the upper 
northeast corner of Arizona and into parts of New 
Mexico and Utah, is the largest Indian reservation in 
the United States. It’s the size of West Virginia. Chinle, 
with its 60-bed hospital, sits at the center of a canvas 
painted in a palette of browns and beiges. The facility 
combines with others on the reservation to meet the 
medical needs of more than 244,000 Navajo, some 
living in areas without electricity and running water. 
Bahe says a lack of services can affect outcomes when 
patients go home. Wound care requires water. Some 
medicines require refrigeration. 
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Still, Chinle does have at least one major attrac-
tion—beautiful Canyon de Chelly, a geological wonder 
that attracts tourists, hikers—and sometimes, nurses.

Lorraine Begaye heads up staff recruitment at the 
Chinle hospital. She uses photos of the canyon to 
advertise nursing positions on social media, but it’s a 
hard sell even with beautiful images of sandstone- 
walled gorges and wild horses roaming free. Chinle’s 
isolation either attracts or repels. There’s little shop-
ping in town, and only a Denny’s and a Subway on 
the main drag. No theater. The closest city is 90 miles 
away. 

Those challenges seem minor compared with 
what Begaye is dealing with today. The spouse of a 
new nurse is having a hard time getting a job on the 
reservation because he’s not Navajo, and he wants the 
family to leave. “We have the Indian preference, the 
Navajo preference, in all the jobs here,” explains 
Begaye. Another employee is thinking of quitting 
because of the reservation’s school system. “They 
want certain things for their children at a certain 
level, things Chinle’s schools can’t offer.” 

But two of Chinle’s nurses are happy to list its 
advantages. Brandy Stone wanted to experience 
Native American culture, and she’s a big fan of yoga 
classes conducted on one of the scenic rims of the 
canyon. Michelle Kendrick first came to Chinle as a 
travel nurse during the pandemic. She returned 
 seeking permanent placement because she likes the 
slower pace and the idea of federal retirement. Like all 
onboarding newcomers, Stone and Kendrick watched 
IHS-produced videos to help with their transition to 
reservation life. They learned to avoid direct eye 
 contact, for example, to enter rooms in a clockwise 
fashion, and refer to the elderly as “grandmas” and 
“grandpas.” It’s traditional Navajo etiquette, which 
goes a long way in facilitating nurse-patient relations.

In Chinle, travelers fill about half the slots, under-
scoring what’s becoming apparent not just on reser-
vations but nationwide—staff contracting is big 
business. AMN Healthcare, a top pool of traveling 
healthcare professionals, has in recent years tripled its 
pre-pandemic profits. Even now, with the urgent need 
to fill vacancies subsiding somewhat, travel nurses 
doing stints in California can make more than $4,000 
a week. Regular staff nurses aren’t doing too badly at 
large facilities, either. The shortage has Billings Clinic 
in Montana offering its nurses $600 to pull an extra 
shift, and that’s in addition to $45/hour overtime pay.
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A chance to make $1,140 for a 12-hour shift? 
That’s a boon for nurses, but a bust for small, rural 
hospitals. High wages aren’t a financially sustainable 
solution to their nursing shortages. According to the 
Center for Healthcare Quality and Payment Reform, 
more than 100 rural hospitals have closed in the past 
decade, and another 600—nearly a third of all rural 
hospitals in the country—are on the brink. 

While most reservation hospitals are rural, they 
have federal support to keep them afloat. Bahe says 
that allows Chinle to sweeten its nursing appeals with 
recruitment and retention incentives as high as 25 
 percent of a new hire’s salary. They also pay relocation 
expenses, and a majority of applicants qualify for the 
student loan repayment program. That’s a lot of entice-
ment, but at Chinle, there’s something else—on-site IHS 
housing. Just behind the hospital, one-bedroom apart-
ments rent for about $360 a month. A three-bedroom 
home like Bahe’s is just $240 more. She can walk to 
work across the dusty landscape in eight minutes flat. 

But even with all the bonuses, staff vacancies per-
sist. Bahe admits she recently had to pull a shift in the 
hospital’s maternity ward, something that wouldn’t 
happen in most hospitals. Here, however, permanent 
staff are cross-trained to fill in gaps. Shortages mean 
they work extended hours and cover multiple depart-
ments. That can lead to burnout, which puts the 
squeeze on schedulers.  
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Johanna Bahe (left) meets with Brandy Stone  
at Indian Health Service hospital.
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CHINLE ISN’T ALONE IN ITS WOES. Nurse Laura 
Plumb spent three years at the IHS hospital in Gallup, 
N.M., a reservation border city once known as “Drunk 
Town, USA.” Although the Navajo Nation prohibits 
the sale of alcohol, abuse is a big problem. Plumb says 
it affects the hospital’s ability to retain nurses: “While 
I was there, travel nurses made up 85 percent of the 
nursing staff, and most came to earn top wages and 
leave as quickly as possible.” Plumb is a Christian who 
wanted to serve in a critical-need area. Gallup’s four-
story hospital is as old and sparse as the scrubby 
sagebrush in the area surrounding it. Resources are 
limited. “We had to get creative and kind of MacGyver 
our way through situations,” she remembers.

One night a hatcheting victim, bleeding profusely, 
arrived in the emergency room. “Usually you have a 
standard tourniquet to apply, but we didn’t have that 
on hand.” The team managed to stop the bleeding 
with strips of a sheet, and doctors followed up with a 
blood transfusion. “He was fine,” Plumb recalls, but 
she admits working in Gallup could be overwhelming. 
“We live in a fallen world, and sometimes the choices 
people make end up in tragedy. I just had to turn it 
over to the Lord.” 

At Chinle, traditional Navajo religion is on promi-
nent display. An eight-sided log structure known as a 
hogan stands outside a wing of the hospital, and five 
IHS-employed medicine men use it during healing 
ceremonies. On-staff healers may turn off some 
 nursing applicants, but not those who’ve grown up 
Navajo. It’s one reason the IHS likes to hire Natives. 
But American Indians account for less than 0.5 
 percent of RNs across the nation. “Even as a child I 
noticed all of the nurses were Anglo,” Bahe remembers. 
“It’s a factor that drove me into nursing.” 

Her road to RN was difficult. At first, Bahe moved 
to Flagstaff, Ariz., to attend school, leaving her young 
family behind. Then she made daily commutes along 
a barren stretch of New Mexico’s State Highway 264 
to Gallup. She says navigating life off the reservation 
wasn’t easy, because it’s so different. “We are such a 
minority, and we’re just not used to the environment. 
I think that’s one reason many Navajo students don’t 
succeed in higher education.”
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“There’s so many 
other priorities that 
this keeps getting 
lost. It’s the big 
white elephant in 
the room that 
nobody wants to 
talk about.”
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But Bahe’s background wasn’t typical. Her father 
was a physician’s assistant, one of the first Navajo to 
earn that degree. Then, unlike so many others around 
him, he beat an addiction to alcohol. That enabled 
him to gain custody of his children, and they spent 
some of their school years off the reservation. 

Three of Bahe’s children also graduated from high 
schools located hours away from Chinle. Neither they 
nor Bahe’s siblings returned to live on the reservation. 
She, however, is committed to staying, at least for 
now. Bahe sometimes says she’d like to live in a place 
where she didn’t have to worry about certain things—
cows, for example. Her 100-head herd was passed 
down from her father, and a grandfather before him. 
To give them up, Bahe says, would be irresponsible. 
Her inheritance grazes in a remote area of the 
 reservation with no access to running water. The 
nursing supervisor, who holds a doctorate, has to 
haul it in. 

That’s surprising, but no more than Bahe’s account 
of building a new home in Chinle. She and her hus-
band had to mix and pour the concrete foundation 
themselves. “We don’t have those kinds of companies 
here,” she says. Bahe seems resigned to such challenges, 
and she expects her nurses to be resigned, too. Maybe 
even more than just resigned. “If they’re not happy 
here, it’s going to impact patient care. And that’s my 
big thing. If you don’t want to be here, then this is not 
the place for you.”

But sometimes acclimation isn’t enough. Tasheena 
Talayumptewa came to the Chinle hospital as a surgical 
tech, then went back to school when Bahe and others 
encouraged her to pursue her nursing degree. Now 
she has her license but can’t work as an RN until she 
makes it though federal hiring hoops. It’s a slow process. 
One snag is a federal security clearance, which can 
take weeks, even months. “It’s the most frustrating 
part of recruiting,” Bahe admits. “An applicant is like, 
‘Well, I haven’t been working for the last month, and 
you guys aren’t getting back to me, but another hospi-
tal is willing to start me next week.’ So we lose them.”

It’s serious enough to lead Bahe to cite federal 
delays—not isolation—as Chinle’s biggest staffing 
hindrance, something she’s been vocal about at the 
national level. “There’s so many other priorities that 
this keeps getting lost. It’s the big white elephant in 
the room that nobody wants to talk about.”

Until they do, Bahe is coming up with her own 
solutions to the nursing shortage. One is Chinle’s 
patient transport program. Using an emergency hiring 
option, Bahe enlists paramedics to intubate, help with 
chest tubes, put in IVs, and give injections. “That 
keeps me from pulling a nurse off the floor,” she 
explains. That’s the kind of ingenuity Bahe thinks 
nursing supervisors both inside and outside the IHS 
may need if shortages worsen nationally, as predicted. 
“Everybody is feeling what we have felt for a long 
time, but we may be better prepared to cope with it. 
Living on a reservation has always meant limited 
resources, whether it’s food, money, water.” 

Or nurses. “Whatever it is, we have to figure it out. 
That’s the kind of mentality we have.”

Less than an hour after the windstorm, three of 
Bahe’s nurses have successfully rerouted patients from 
the damaged drive-thru clinic. They’re inside, forming 
a quiet line in a corner of the ER. When Bahe cruises 
through, she takes in the scene, evaluating the transi-
tion and the flow.

“Yes,” she says, her dark eyes crinkling with a 
smile. “They figured it out.” 

Tasheena Talayumptewa talks with Bahe.
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T Allen Brock and his wife, Tensie, huddled around a standing space heater, warming 
their hands against the 35-degree chill. Nearby, another couple sat on the sidewalk and 
unboxed Lunchables to snack on. Ahead of the Brocks—and behind them—stretched a 
colorful line of people dressed in padded coats, hats, and scarves. Popular worship songs 
drifted over the group from a distant loudspeaker as they waited. “Praise the Father, 
praise the Son, praise the Spirit, three in one.”

P R A Y I N G  F O R  R E V I V A L
W I L L  A S B U R Y ’ S  O U T P O U R I N G  L E A D  T O  L A S T I N G  C H A N G E ?    B Y  Z O E  S C H I M K E  &  E M M A  F R E I R E
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That’s exactly what the Brocks hoped to do when they got in their car and drove 2½ 
hours from Middlesboro, Ky., to Asbury University in Wilmore.

“I’ve been wanting to come for days, but I had to wait till I could get a day off from 
work,” Tensie said.

Thousands of people flocked to Asbury last month to witness a spiritual phenomenon 
that unfolded for 16 days. Students say what happened on campus bore the hallmarks of 
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previous spiritual awakenings in America, and Christians off 
campus quickly labeled it a revival. Asbury’s leaders have 
been more cautious in applying that label, preferring to call it 
an “outpouring.”

Brian Hull, a professor of Christian ministries, is one of 
several Asbury faculty members trying to help the students 
process the emotions and experiences of the last few weeks. 
“I feel it for my students more than myself, to be honest,” he 
said. “The biggest thing is trying to figure out how to care 
for them and help them process all that’s going on.”

T The day the Brocks arrived, the line numbered nearly 
2,000 and stretched for several blocks. It started at the door 
of Hughes Memorial Auditorium (commonly referred to 
as Hughes Chapel), a towering brick building with white 
columns perched on the edge of Asbury’s campus.

The chapel can hold as many as 1,500 people, but for two 
weeks in February, demand was so high people had to wait 
for several hours just to get a seat. Most weeks, chapel at 
Asbury is nowhere near this popular, even though many of 
the school’s 1,600 students attend every Monday, Wednesday, 
and Friday at 10 a.m. After the regular service ended on Feb. 
8, a group of 20 students stuck around, singing and praying. 
Other students returned to join them over the next few hours. 
That impromptu worship session turned into the nonstop 
service that became national news.

“It just happened all of a sudden, and we never expected 
it to be this big,” said Monica Mita, an international student 
from Bolivia and a freshman at Asbury. Many of the school’s 
students volunteered to help with the ongoing service in 
some way—on the prayer team, reading Scripture, or playing 
the piano. Mita described the mood among the students as 
excited but a little conflicted over all the media attention, 
the number of strangers on campus, and upheaval to their 
schedules. “I feel like it’s been a roller coaster, but we’ve 
mostly had highs,” she said.

Asbury’s seminary president Tim Tennent took a measured 
approach in commenting on the developments: “Only if we 
see lasting transformation which shakes the comfortable 
foundations of the church and truly brings us all to a new and 
deeper place can we look back, in hindsight and say ‘yes, this 
has been a revival,’” he wrote in a Valentine’s Day blog post.

If last month’s outpouring does become a revival, it will 
not be the school’s first. Asbury was founded by Wesleyan 

Methodists, members of an ecumenical tradition at the center 
of many past American revivals. The university itself has been 
the site of several smaller revivals in previous decades. The 
most recent also started in Hughes Chapel, in 1970, and began 
with a spontaneous call for testimonies. It lasted for more than 
a week. The characteristics of that gathering are strikingly sim-
ilar to this year’s event—it too was student-led and featured 
continuous singing, fervent prayer, and earnest testimonies.

T Asbury’s revivals are part of a broader American tradition 
that reaches back to the Colonial era. 

“Revivals have occurred in all denominations from 
Roman Catholic to Pentecostal,” said Joseph Castleberry, 
president of Northwest University. “Doctrine and style may 
shape the human response to revival, but the phenomenon is 
always the same: an overwhelming sense of the holiness and 
presence of God, sparking repentance, great joy, a desire to 
linger, emotional and physical responses such as reports of 
healings, trembling, shaking, weeping, ‘fainting,’ and the like. 

“ IT J UST HAPPE NE D ALL OF A SU DDE N ,  
AND WE NE VE R E XPEC TE D IT  TO B E THI S B IG . 

… I  FE E L LIKE IT ’ S  B E E N A ROLLE R COA STE R , 
BUT WE’ VE MOSTLY HAD HIG H S .”
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People gain a greater desire to live holy lives, reject sin, attend 
worship services, spend time in Christian fellowship, and 
evangelize the lost. Many will perceive a call to ministry or 
missionary service.” 

Students at Asbury say that description lines up well with 
their experience.

“It’s hard to explain, but at this moment God almost feels 
tangible,” said Mia Lush, a postgraduate student. Lush is 
especially drawn to what she and others describe as “radical 
humility.”

“We’re not coming here because we think we’re great 
Christians but because we need [God], and we want to 
 confess our sins, repent, and be forgiven.” Lush and others 
who lingered in the chapel said they felt the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Some students worshipped from the dark 
wooden pews for 12 consecutive hours or more. 

Those same hallmarks of revival—repentance, joy, and 
the inspiration to live holy lives—have had a profound effect 
on the Church and society many times in American history. 
The First Great Awakening lasted from about the 1730s to 
the 1760s and helped formalize American Christianity. 

“It is out of the First Great Awakening that you see some 
of the seminaries and divinity schools beginning to form,” 
said Matt Queen, interim provost and professor of evange-
lism at Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. “Before 
that, training of ministers was a lot more informal. So 
 ministers were equipped because of what God does in 
revival. There was also a great church planting movement 
that continued on through the United States.” The extensive 

writings of Jonathan Edwards during that time provided 
 “literacy” to the emerging evangelical movement, Queen said.

The Second Great Awakening lasted from about the 
1790s to the 1830s. It sparked a proliferation of Baptist and 
Methodist churches throughout the American frontier and 
brought important social reforms.

The Businessmen’s Revival, also called the Prayer Meeting 
Revival, lasted from 1857 to 1859. Lay missionary Jeremiah 
Calvin Lanphier began hosting lunchtime prayer meetings in 
New York City. Within six months, 10,000 businessmen 
were meeting for daily prayer, and the revival spread across 
America. Queen said one of this revival’s lasting impacts was 
the financial resources it brought to the Church.

The Azusa Street Revival started in Los Angeles in April 
1906 and continued until roughly 1915. It formalized the 
Pentecostal movement, and today Pentecostals and charismatics 
number 700 million around the world, Castleberry said.

In the late 1960s and 1970s, hippies sparked what became 
known as the Jesus Movement.

“Young people were identifying with the Christian faith 
in a way that was a little nontraditional,” Queen said, referring 
to the trend of informal worship services featuring contem-
porary and folk music rather than hymns. The movement 
launched hundreds of churches that still meet today, a story 
told in the 2023 film Jesus Revolution.

Still, it can take years to spot the fruit of a true spiritual 
awakening. Castleberry hopes what happened at Asbury will 
lead young believers to pursue a vocation in ministry. 

“The next generation of ministers usually comes from 
revival,” he said. And with few men from the millennial or 
Gen X generations entering ministry, the average American 
pastor is now 54 years old. “We desperately need a new wave 
of ministers to rise up, and revival is our best hope for that.”

T Back at Asbury, Brian Hull sat in his warmly lit office in 
the basement of Hughes Chapel. Above him, he could still 
hear the faint but unmistakable singing. “Historically, the big 
movements and the awakenings of God have happened 
through young people,” he said. “I think one of the things 
that marks this, again, is that young people have been at the 
forefront of leading, and to that end, their spirit has been to 
seek God.” Christians on other campuses caught Asbury’s 
hunger for revival. Social media posts showed students at 
Samford University, Wheaton College, and Texas A&M 
hosting their own extended chapel services. 

Still, Mark Whitworth, Asbury’s vice president for 
 communications, understands why some people fear the 
spontaneous and emotional event won’t lead to lasting 
change. 

“At some point, we have to do everything we can within 
our power to maintain the integrity of what’s happening,” 
he said. “And then really, truly trust the Lord to do what He 
will do. It really honestly comes down to the heart of every 
person, every individual person in that room.” 
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HAT DO THE FEDERALIST, 
the New York Post, Newsmax, 
The American Spectator, and 
the Daily Wire have in com-
mon? All are conservative- 
leaning publications that act 
as alternatives to the liberal 
mainstream media.

Recent visitors to the Federalist’s website, 
for example, would have been greeted by such 
headlines as “How Trump Derangement 
Gave Birth to the Censorship-Industrial 
Complex” and “Biden Pentagon Orders 
Military Chaplains To Bless Putting Male 
Soldiers in Female Showers and Bedrooms,” 
along with articles about Georgia elections, 
phonics instruction, and a faith-based 
maternity home.

Another commonality: These media 
 outlets may be losing advertising revenue 
due to a third-party rating service created to 
defund online “disinformation.” The service, 
run by the London-based nonprofit Global 
Disinformation Index (GDI), has spotlighted 
the influence ad industry gatekeepers have on 
internet content: According to GDI’s most 
recent assessment, the websites advertisers 
should avoid all happen to be conservative.

GDI rates sites in order to deter, by its 
estimate, the quarter of a billion dollars 

annually in ad revenue that goes to sites with 
“an intentionally misleading narrative which 
is adversarial against democratic institutions, 
scientific consensus or an at risk group.” 
Much of its research has looked at topics 
such as election information, the war in 
Ukraine, and LGBTQ issues. GDI recently 
drew congressional ire after a report showed 
the U.S. State Department has funded some 
of its operations. 

Ad exchanges promise online eyeballs to 
advertisers. With the rapid growth of web-
sites in the early 2000s, advertisers turned to 
exchanges to help them choose from myriad 
sites willing to host ads. After identifying 
their desired audience—say, males aged 29 
to 50 who work in the auto industry—
advertisers pay a fee to an exchange that 
gives their ads access to relevant websites. 
According to Leon Hitchens, marketing 
director for Digiboost, the exchanges allow 
for minimal guardrails such as keywords or 
topics that advertisers don’t want to appear 
near their ad, but the algorithms make most 
of the ad placement decisions.   

“It’s like a black hole,” said Hitchens. 
“You don’t have a lot of control over where 
you advertise or how you advertise.”

Ad exchanges that use GDI’s ratings steer 
clear of sites the group has blacklisted for 

BUSI NESS

Ministries of Truth?
“Disinformation” services blacklist conservative websites 

to choke off billions in ad revenue
b y  T O D D  V I C I A N
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“Gatekeeper  
bias has long  

been a problem 
online.”
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containing “disinformation.” GDI 
researchers say they make their 
assessment based on sites’ operational 
policies and practices, such as trans-
parency, variety of sources cited, and 
the factual content of articles. 
Content on the riskiest sites, accord-
ing to GDI, led with more sensa-
tional, biased, and negative content 
than did other sites the researchers 
sampled. Out of 69 U.S. websites 
the group reviewed and rated in its 
December 2022 report, the 10 
judged most risky were conservative. 
The 10 sites judged least risky, with 
the exception of The Wall Street 
Journal, skewed left. In theory, the 
poorly rated sites are losing advertis-
ers and associated revenue.

Gatekeeper bias has long been a 
problem online, according to Daniel 
Lyons of the American Enterprise 
Institute’s Online Speech Project. 
“Advertisers, consumers, and IT 
departments lack the resources to 
review individual sites, so they 

ISTOCK

 reasonably rely on intermediaries 
such as GDI to filter unwanted con-
tent,” he wrote for AEI last month. 
“But when these intermediaries 
 inadvertently or intentionally abuse 
their position, the victims have little 
recourse.” 

The Washington Examiner 
revealed in February that GDI 
received $330,000 from two State 
Department–backed entities charged 
with combating propaganda and 
supporting democracy overseas. The 
National Endowment for Democracy 
severed future funding for GDI after 
Republican members of Congress 
assailed public funding used to 
 censor speech. 

“It ought to scare everybody in 
this country, regardless of whether 
you’re a Republican or a Democrat, 
that the government is that involved 
in censoring speech,” Sen. Eric 
Schmitt, R-Mo., told the Examiner.

Microsoft’s president told 
Bloomberg News last September that 
the tech behemoth wouldn’t label 
content as true or false, but its Xandr 
advertising company used GDI’s 
reports to restrict advertising choices. 
Xandr reportedly rolled back its use 
of GDI ratings after being criticized 
for targeting conservative outlets.

Congressional representatives 
have called for increased regulation 
of tech giants. Meanwhile, pressure 
campaigns against conservative sites 
aren’t abating. Ad tech watchdog 
Claire Atkin on Feb. 27 slammed the 
Federalist for criticizing companies 
that make investment decisions 
based on social and environmental 
criteria instead of rates of return. 
Atkin said advertisers should 
demand refunds, and exchanges 
should permanently blacklist the 
Federalist. (Mollie Hemingway, the 
Federalist editor-in-chief, did not 
return a request for comment.) 

When the tech sector restricts 
ads, however, it’s usually with an 
overly broad brush, according to 
Hitchens. “It’s a very ‘sledgehammer 
to the window’ thing.” 
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RUNNING BLUE 
IN A RELIABLY 
RED STATE
U.S. Sen. Jon Tester, 
D-Mont., last month 
declared his intent to run 
for a fourth term. Because 
Democrats and their inde-
pendent allies hold a 51-49 
majority in the Senate, races 
like Tester’s will be critical 
for deciding control of the 
chamber in 2025.

Tester’s path to victory 
in 2024—a presidential 
 election year—will require 
him to again win support 
from Montana’s Republican 
electorate, which backed 
former President Donald 
Trump over President Joe 
Biden by 16.4 percentage 
points in 2020. Tester is the 
chairman of the Senate 
Veterans’ Affairs Committee 
and has used that position to 
connect with constituents 
concerned about military 
and service member 
support. 

The UVA Center for 
Politics currently labels 
Tester’s race a toss-up. 
Another Democrat facing a 
2024 reelection bid in a 
Republican state—if he 
decides to run—is West 
Virginia’s Joe Manchin. —L.B. 

ON FEB. 23, President Joe 
Biden announced his 
nomination of former 

Mastercard CEO Ajay Banga to 
become the 14th president of the 
World Bank. A White House press 
release noted that Banga, a native 
of India, would have unique insight 
on how to foster solutions for 
 climate change in economically 
disadvantaged countries—a prior-
ity for the Biden administration.

The nomination earned rare 
bipartisan praise. The chairman 
of the House Financial Services 
Committee, Rep. Patrick 
McHenry, R-N.C., criticized 
Biden’s climate agenda but lauded 
Banga.

“The next World Bank 
President must focus on the Bank’s 
core mission of alleviating global 
poverty and the necessary reforms 
to confront China’s economic 

aggression, rather than progressive 
pet projects,” McHenry said in a 
statement. “I am confident in Mr. 
Banga’s ability to fulfill this role.”

At Mastercard, Banga oversaw 
a remarkable period of growth. 
During his time as CEO from 2010 
to 2021, the company’s estimated 
value grew tenfold to some $345 
billion.

The World Bank’s mission is 
to reduce poverty and increase 
 economic development through 
strategic investments. Because of 
its majority stake, the United 
States has selected every president 
of the World Bank so far, although 
other countries are also free to 
present their own candidates.

The World Bank’s board must 
now evaluate Banga’s candidacy— 
a process that could take several 
months—before confirming or 
rejecting his nomination.
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World Bank pick
Biden taps former Mastercard CEO to lead the bank
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AT CHURCH FOR A RECHARGE
The United Methodist Church’s Baltimore-Washington Conference is partnering with 
infrastructure company Charge Enterprises to install electric vehicle charging stations on 
select church campuses in Maryland, West Virginia, and Washington, D.C. The company 
tapped churches as ideal sites given their central locations and ample parking—while church 
leaders hope to gain ministry opportunities as community members use the stations. —E.R.

RELIGION

Transparency check 
LDS organization fined for hiding assets

b y  E L I Z A B E T H  R U S S E L L

FEDERAL OFFICIALS ordered 
the governing body of 
Mormonism and its invest-

ment arm to pay $5 million in fines last 
month for obscuring investments. The 
U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission, which announced the 
fines on Feb. 21, said the Utah-based 
Latter-day Saints organization had 
used shell companies to hide its assets. 

The LDS organization maintains 
investments in stocks, bonds, agricul-
ture, and real estate collectively worth 
over $32 billion. Ensign Peak Advisors, 
a nonprofit management firm overseen 
by ecclesiastical officials, manages most 
of those investments. In 2019 and 

2021, whistleblowers—including 
 former Ensign Peak employee David 
Nielsen—alleged mismanagement of 
the religious group’s funds. Federal 
investigators ultimately found that for 
22 years, Ensign Peak did not file 
paperwork disclosing all of its assets. 
Instead, it disclosed them via 13 shell 
companies manned by LDS employees, 
hiding the true scope of its portfolio.

LDS officials acknowledged “mis-
takes” but said they had “relied upon 
legal counsel … while attempting to 
maintain the privacy of the portfolio.” 
The LDS organization agreed to pay 
$1 million in penalties, while Ensign 
Peak agreed to pay $4 million.

J
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FINANCIAL MOVES
Pope Francis has nation-
alized all property and 
assets owned or acquired 
by Vatican departments 
and affiliates, according 
to a new law the Holy See 
published Feb. 23. The 
law states that such 
assets are “ecclesiastic 
public property” 
owned by the Vatican, 
“entrusted” to different 
groups but destined to 
serve the universal needs 
and missions of the 
Roman Catholic Church.

The change marks 
the latest move in 
Francis’ campaign to 
prevent mismanagement 
of church assets. 
Previously, he transferred 
the Vatican secretariat of 
state’s $635 billion invest-
ment portfolio to the 
church’s patrimony office 
after a 2021 scandal in 
which 10 people, includ-
ing a cardinal, were 
charged with defrauding 
the church of tens of 
 millions of euros through 
a London property 
 venture. Francis also 
 previously ordered all 
Vatican offices to use 
standardized annual 
budgeting and account-
ing procedures and 
banned speculative 
investments. —E.R.

SALT LAKE TEMPLE: EZRA SHAW/GETTY IMAGES; CHARGING STATION: ISTOCK

Salt Lake Temple
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SOME OHIO DISTRICTS 
may have to toss their 
existing reading curricu-

lum before school starts in fall 
2024. In his January State of the 
State address, Gov. Mike DeWine 
proposed budget funding for 
schools to purchase reading curric-
ulum and train teachers in the 
reading method known as the 
“ science of reading.”

Should the budget measure 
pass, Ohio would join a handful of 
states that ban reading approaches 
that do not incorporate phonics 
and the science of reading.

Debate over how to teach chil-
dren to read has roiled educators 
for decades. Language and literacy 
expert Kenneth Goodman intro-
duced the “whole language” 
approach that became popular in 
the 1980s and ’90s. The approach 
utilized cueing, a method that can 
include learning letter sounds but 
instructs the reader to first look at 

the letters in a word and context 
clues such as pictures to deter-
mine the word’s meaning. Many 
schools ditched traditional 
 phon ics methods of sounding out 
words in a scramble to adopt the 
newest approach. The Ohio State 
University oversees Reading 
Recovery, a popular reading inter-
vention method that uses cueing.

While advocates of the whole 
language method emphasized 
teaching sight words, proponents 
of the science of reading argued 
for more phonics instruction. In 
recent years, researchers have 
released more findings pointing 
to the benefits of phonics instruc-
tion. Last year, reading education 
expert Lucy Calkins rewrote her 
popular curriculum to incorpo-
rate more teaching on phonics.

The Ohio Education 
Association, a teachers union, 
called for lawmakers not to 
 mandate instructional methods.

EDUCATION

Hooked on phonics 
Ohio governor calls for phonics-based reading

b y  L A U R E N  D U N N
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DOWNSIZED 
ASSOCIATION

Fallout continues over a 2021 
National School Boards 
Association (NSBA) letter 
that asked federal officials, 
including the FBI, to help 
local authorities investigate 
school board threats. The 
letter, which referred to 
“domestic terrorism,” 
angered parents who were 
protesting curriculum and 
COVID-19 policies and 
prompted more than 20 
state school board associa-
tions to leave the NSBA.

On Feb. 17, NSBA 
Executive Director John 
Heim, who was not leading 
the group when the letter 
was written, said the dimin-
ished organization may shift 
its approach, working as a 
national voice for individual 
school boards instead of 
school board associations. 
Also in February, the House 
Judiciary Committee 
 subpoenaed Secretary of 
Education Miguel Cardona 
and two other Biden admin-
istration officials for docu-
ments that could show the 
administration unfairly 
 targeted parents who were 
exercising their free-speech 
rights. —L.D. 
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ON A PACKAGE-DEAL VACATION to Italy in 1996 I met 
an old woman in Florence named Rose who told me she 
saves every thank-you card she gets so that people will 
say nice things about her at her funeral.

Hope that turned out well. I heard lots of nice things 
about my father at his memorial service, though he 
never saved cards. Or got cards, come to think of it. Even 
his fi rst boss in town, who disliked him (not entirely 
without cause) said nice things at the service, and by all 
accounts meant them. People generally speak well of the 
dead because they have already started revising the 
departed’s image in their minds.

I can’t seem to keep an image of my father straight in 
my head for more than a minute before it shift s like the 
lady-and-vase optical illusion: “He loved me, he loved 
me not”—pointless children’s game set to the music of 
plucking petals off  the oxeye daisy. A bane of adult chil-
dren is this constant reevaluation of one’s childhood: 
“He was a good father, he wasn’t a good father.” If it’s 
Tuesday it must be he was good.

Funerals can be comical, especially when there’s not 
much to say about the person lying in the casket. 
Brooding farmhand Jud Fry’s funeral in Rogers and 
Hammerstein’s 1955 Oklahoma! is an awkward aff air 
sung by neighbors looking at their shoes trying to think 
up something polite as befi ttin’ the occasion: “He had a 
heart of gold, and he wasn’t very old … his fi ngernails 
have never b’en so clean.”

Then the preacher tries his best: “Jud was the most 
misunderstood man in this here territory. People used to 
think he was a mean ugly feller and they called him a 
dirty skunk and ornery pig stealer. … But the folks that 
really knowed him knew that beneath them two dirty 
shirts he always wore there beat a heart as big as all out-
doors.” Curly also takes a crack at a tribute: “He loved 
the mice and the vermin in the barns, and he treated the 
rats like equals. … He loved everybody and everything in 
the whole world! Only he never let on, so nobody ever 
knowed it.”

A good name is the best thing you can have—Rose 
was right about that: “A good name is to be chosen 
rather than great riches” (Proverbs 22:1). But it must be 
based in truth, or it will rot in the end (Proverbs 10:7).

Soviet nuclear physicist Andrei Sakharov, 31 when 
Stalin died in 1953, wrote: “You might say that I lost it in 
those days. In a letter to [my wife] … I wrote, ‘I am 
immensely impressed by the death of a great man. I keep 
thinking of his humanity.’ … It was very soon that I 
would blush thinking about those words. How could I 
explain writing them? To this day, I cannot understand 
it fully. I already knew a lot about his terrible crimes.”

God does not make emotional errors of judgment. 
He shows no partiality. He judges justly and yet mercy 
triumphs over judgment (James 2:13). How does He 
do it?

My husband happened to say two words in the 
course of our prayer one night that arrested me. “Your 
Herman,” he said to God. (Herman was my father’s 
name before his childhood friends changed it, peremp-
torily and forever, to “Babe,” aft er George Herman 
“Babe” Ruth). When David said “Your Herman,” I 
 suddenly understood that it was not my business to be 
judge of my father’s life. He was God’s Herman, not 
mine. I am out of my depth.

Sometimes all men will speak well of you at a memo-
rial service (Luke 6:26); sometimes all men will revile 
you in life without cause (Psalm 69:4). What does it 
matter? We who are Christ’s have an Advocate, Jesus 
Christ the righteous (1 John 2:1-2). We rest in the fact 
that, as Abraham said on the road down to Sodom, 
“Will not the Judge of the whole earth do right?”

I hope Rose got to know the truth in time.
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He was God’s 
Herman
Remembering my father, and 
surrendering judgment
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God’s WORLD News provides current 
events materials that show how God is 
working in the world.

Kids enjoy our print magazines 
and online content made for each 
developmental stage. Parents, 
grandparents, mentors, and teachers 
count on our discipleship and teaching 
resources.

BROWSE SAMPLE 
MAGAZINES AT
GWNEWS.COM.
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SAMY HABASHI

JILL NELSON’S FASCINATION with 
Arab culture dates all the way back to 
her college days, when she studied for a 
semester in Egypt and completed a mas-
ter’s degree in Middle Eastern studies. 
During the last 18 years, she’s written 
extensively about the Middle East and 
issues related to Islam. Her reporting 
assignments have taken her to Arabic- 
speaking churches, inside a mosque, and 
into the homes of Afghan immigrants 
living in Southern California. Through 
her connections in the community, she 
learned about the growing trend of 
Muslims coming to faith in Jesus. You 
can read about it on page 44. I asked 

her to share a bit more about what she 
learned while reporting this story. 

What do you think most Americans 
would be surprised to learn about 
people who come from Muslim-
majority countries, or grew up in 
Muslim culture? Although Islamist 
mosques and organizations do exist in 
the United States, most Muslims are 
nominal in their faith. Even among the 
religious Muslims I know, their top con-
cerns often mirror ours. How do I 
 parent rebellious children? What can I 
do about my school district’s troubling 
agenda? They often don’t know where 

to turn for answers, and these are oppor-
tunities to both share our own struggles 
and offer support. 

Did you learn anything that surprised 
you as you worked on this story? 
Several people told me imams in the 
United States are starting to become 
more open. I think this trend matches 
what we are seeing among American 
Muslims in general—a desire to mod-
ernize Islam. I was also surprised by the 
number of American Christians from a 
Muslim background who credit part of 
their conversion process to a dream 
about Jesus. 

What about Muslim efforts to con-
vert Americans? Most conversions to 
Islam are happening among African 
Americans in the prison system, but one 
ministry leader told me Latinos are the 
fastest-growing group of converts. 
Muslims are projected to make up only 
2 percent of the U.S. population by 
2050, but political Islam is still cause for 
concern. The Islamic Society of North 
America and the Muslim Student 
Association are among the organiza-
tions trying to win over Muslims and 
non-Muslims to Islamism, a political 
interpretation that believes Islamic law 
should play a central role in public life.

What are the cultural differences that 
come into play when interacting with 
Muslims? One ministry leader said his 
Middle Eastern culture does not easily 
forgive, so the gospel message of forgive-
ness is a radical concept. Discipleship is 
often necessary among immigrant 
groups to reframe cultural assumptions 
about family life, and community is 
 typically far more important in their 
 culture than our own. 

Surprising converts
On secular Muslims, 

political Islam, and making friends
b y  L E I G H  J O N E S

B A C K S T O R Y

Jill Nelson (left) with the Rev. Hisham 
Kamel and his wife Rosina at the Arabic 
Evangelical Church in Whittier, Calif.
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Share Jesus.
Share your life.

Bringing the good news to unreached places 
takes more than words. It asks that we offer 
up our whole selves – to humbly enter a new 
culture, sincerely share our lives, and faithfully 
reflect the love of Christ in all we do and are. 
Millions of Africans have still never heard the 
transforming message of the gospel. And 
there are some barriers that only relationships 
can cross.

It’s not easy, but you might be surprised how 
ready you are to step into this journey. 

If you have a heart for those who don’t yet 
have the gospel, talk to us. Discover how 
your gifts and passions can be spent for a 
greater cause.

aimus.org/world

Partnering with Churches. Reaching Africa’s Unreached.

BECAUSE WE LOVED YOU SO MUCH,

WE WERE DELIGHTED TO SHARE WITH YOU

NOT ONLY THE GOSPEL OF GOD

BUT OUR LIVES AS WELL.

1 THES 2:8

v38 6 BACK.indd   3v38 6 BACK.indd   3 3/7/23   2:15 PM3/7/23   2:15 PM



My time at Union has been formative in so many 

ways. Since getting here in the fall of 2021, I have 

learned so much, not only from my classes, but 

also from my relationships with those around 

me – peers and professors alike. The smaller 

class sizes allow me to build friendships with 

my classmates and know my professors. I am so 

thankful for my time at Union and the ways it 

has shaped me and allowed me to grow.

MICHAEL KIRK
Engineering major
Fort Worth, Texas

BEGIN YOUR JOURNEY BY 
SCANNING THE CODE OR VISITING 
uu.edu/campusvisit

Sound journalism, grounded in facts 
and Biblical truth
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