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record of preparing students for the field of healthcare. 
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L E A R N  M O R E  A T  
I V P R E S S .C O M / S I L E N C E A N D B E A U T Y

Shusaku Endo’s novel Silence, first published in 1966, endures as  
one of the greatest works of twentieth-century Japanese literature. 

Makoto Fujimura’s artistic faith journey overlaps with Endo’s as Fujimura uncovers deep layers of 

meaning in Japanese history and literature, expressed in art both past and present. In this world  

of pain and suffering, God often seems silent. Fujimura’s reflections show that light is yet present  

in darkness, and that silence speaks with hidden beauty and truth.

Renowned Japanese American Artist Makoto 
Fujimura Discovers the Inherent Beauty in Endo’s  

S I L E N C E

“This book may serve as a guide to 
those who desire to move beyond the 
boycotting of culture Christians are 
known for, a guide toward deeper 

reflections on culture and a guide to 
the deeper reading of Silence.”

M A K O T O  F U J I M U R A  

on the connection between his book  
and the Scorsese film

Master filmmaker  

M A R T I N  S C O R S E S E  has 

made Endo’s Silence the subject 

of his “lifework” in the major 

motion picture S I L E N C E 

coming to theaters soon.

“Only Mako Fujimura could have 
written this book. It sheds light on a 
wealth of topics—a classic novel, 

Japanese culture, Martin Scorsese’s 
filmmaking, the fine arts, theology, 

the enigmas of East and West—and 
leaves the reader with a startlingly 

new encounter with Christ.”

P H I L I P  Y A N C E Y
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Available everywhere books are sold

Understanding the Faith: A Survey of Christian 
Apologetics is the definitive resource 
for understanding how God’s Word 
can be both true and authoratative in 
a relativistic world. With only 17% of 
today’s believers able to articulate and 
defend their Christian beliefs, this 
book is a required resource for every 
homeschool family.

Understanding the Times: A Survey of Competing Worldviews is a 
landmark guide to understanding the most significant 
religious worldviews operating in Western Civilization: 
Christianity, Islam, Secularism, New Spirituality, and 
Postmodernism. It equips today’s generation to know 
and defend their Christian faith against the onslaught 
of skepticism and doubt.

THE CLASSIC ON APOLOGETICS AND WORLDVIEW 
— REWRITTEN FOR THE NEW GENERATION!

Summit Ministries is the gold standard of worldview and apologetics studies. Their classic 
Understanding the Times has been completely rewritten and split into two volumes to help a new 
generation know and defend their Christian faith.
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MISSION STATEMENT
To report, interpret, and illustrate the news  

in a timely,  accurate, enjoyable, and arresting  
fashion from a  perspective committed to  

the Bible as the inerrant Word of God.

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; 
the world and those who dwell therein.”  

—PsaLm 24:1Although at WORLD we don’t have an “official” Bible verse in our charter 
or bylaws, our daily acknowledgment of Psalm 24:1, I think, is better than 
some obscure recognition in one of the dusty documents of our founding.  

“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world and those 
who dwell therein.”

We print it, and have printed it, in every 
issue of WORLD Magazine we’ve ever 
published, since the first. I don’t need to dig 
through archives—I just need to pick up the 
current issue.

It’s right there, next to this column, under 
the WORLD title on our masthead. Like 
everything else on the masthead, the type is 
small, but Psalm 24:1 is at the top. And that’s 
not the only place this verse shows up.

If you’re a long-time member—if you’ve 
read the magazine features and columns, or 
you’ve listened to the radio program for a 

while, even if you have only caught the daily news on our website—you 
know that this verse runs through all of WORLD’s reporting: the 
recognition that God owns it all.

God’s ownership of and lordship over His creation is the lens through 
which we view the events and people and trends we cover. Our goal is to 
join with all nature in declaring the glory of God. That may seem an odd 
goal for a news organization, but it shouldn’t surprise you—it has been 
right there in black and white since the beginning.

Kevin Martin
kevin@wng.org
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R
Standing in line is such a colossal waste of 
time. I’ve been thinking about that espe-

cially while listening to reports about thousands 
of travelers who missed their flights leading up 
to the Memorial Day weekend. These people had 
to stand in line for hours while going through 
security checkpoints at the nation’s airports.

My wife and I were scheduled to fly out of 
town on Memorial Day morning, so instead of 
trying to get to the ticket counter an hour ahead 
of departure, which has been the experts’ 
advice for several years, we talked about getting 
there two hours ahead—just to be sure. We 
didn’t quite hit that target, but in the end it 
didn’t matter. The airport was all but empty, 
and we slid through the security process in less 
than five minutes.

All of which was at least as maddening as if 
the process had taken an extra hour. It was still 
wasted time. My productivity for the day had 
taken a hit. So had that of millions of other folks 
who had chosen a mode of travel that has 
become less and less efficient over the last 
half-century.

Offender-in-chief for most of us is the federal 
government and its subsidiaries. If I could 
reclaim all the hours I’ve stood in line at airports, 
the post office, and the department of motor 
vehicles, and then get compensated for those 
hours even at minimum wage, I could probably 
retire next week. The lack of competition in 
such enterprises is near the core of the issue—
and I can’t help wondering whether things 
might improve at the airports if we fired the 
federal government from its role as security 
enforcer and handed that job to the airlines 
themselves. With billions of dollars invested in 
expensive planes and the trust of the flying 
public, the airlines certainly have the motiva-
tion to protect against terrorist threats.

Oh, yes: There’s also that increasingly 
lengthy string of folks running backward as fast 
as they can to drop out of Obamacare. And 
there are the daunting lines that sometimes 

 discourage us when we head out to vote. 
Government again and again.

But if it’s an understandable tendency to 
suppose that long lines are unique to govern-
ment entities like the airport security service, 
the post office, the license bureau—and how 
could we possibly forget the sometimes fatal 
lines highlighted over the last couple of years at 
the nation’s Veterans Affairs hospitals?—we 
shouldn’t forget the realities of private doctors’ 
offices and the medical profession overall. We 

may have to call it 
“sitting in line” 
instead of “standing 
in line.” But doesn’t it 
seem odd that men 
and women smart 
enough to do heart 
transplants and brain 
surgery can’t figure 
out a more reliable 
way to schedule their 
patients?

Yet whether we’re 
talking about O’Hare 

Airport in Chicago or Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minn., the outrage is the same. Human 
resources are being squandered on a momen-
tous scale. And no, don’t bring up the long lines 
of folks waiting for a whirl on Disney World’s 
newest attraction. They’ve more or less chosen 
that delay for themselves. I’m talking instead 
about people being forced to waste whole 
mornings or whole afternoons just to carry out 
the necessities of life.

Nor am I talking about diversions. I appreci-
ate people who can read a book or a newspaper 
(or even WORLD magazine!) while jostling 
their luggage with their feet through the maze 
of airport barriers. I appreciate people who tell 
me they use that time to work quietly through 
their personal prayer lists. My mind is boggled 
when I look at the myriad of things—maybe 
even productive things—folks can do with 
smartphones.

But all those are stopgap measures. They’re 
like putting Band-Aids on a slash wound. 

I’m looking instead for something that goes 
to the heart of the problem. Not something just 
to take your mind off the 45-minute delay 
ahead of you at the airport or in the doctor’s 
office. But a root strategy that keeps that line 
from forming in the first place.

I predict that something like the Nobel 
Peace Prize is waiting for the person who can 
rise to that challenge. A

Standing in line

Whether 
we’re talking 
about O’Hare 
Airport in 
Chicago or 
Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, 
Minn., the 
outrage is the 
same.

HAS IT BECOME A MATTER OF STEWARDSHIP?

V O I C E S     Joel Belz
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Battle for Iraq 
Civilians from Fallujah, 
Iraq, flee across the 
Euphrates River on June 
2 as Iraqi forces fight  
to wrest control of the 
city from Islamic State.
AP PHOTO
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R
In the hot summer stretch before 
political conventions and presi-

dential elections, the two presumptive 
nominees already have nicknames for 
each other: “Crooked Hillary” and 
“dangerous” Donald.

The monikers may be signposts for 
the race ahead: two candidates trying to 
prove which one is more untrustworthy 
for the highest office in the nation.

Donald Trump’s case against Hillary 
Clinton strengthened in May, with a 
stinging report from the U.S. inspector 
general that found Clinton violated State 
Department guidelines when setting up 
a private email server in her home 
 during her tenure as secretary of state.

The email scandal has dogged 
Clinton for more than a year, but even 
as she apparently clinched enough 
 delegates to win the Democratic presi-
dential nomination, the revelations 
brought fresh fodder for her opponents. 

While Clinton’s camp has insisted 
her home server was never compro-
mised, the government review showed 
two previously undisclosed emails from 

a Bill Clinton aide in 2011 warning a 
Hillary Clinton adviser: “Someone was 
trying to hack us.”

Later the same day, the aide sent 
another email: “We were attacked again 
so I shut [the server] down for a few 
[minutes].” For a server containing tens 
of thousands of emails belonging to the 
highest foreign policy official in the U.S. 
government, attempted hacking may be 
less a blip and more a breach.

Clinton handed over 52,000 pages of 
emails she said contained work-related 
material. She says she deleted another 
30,000 emails, and claimed they were 
personal.

Government officials censored 
 hundreds of the work emails before 
releasing them over the last year. The 
State Department declared 22 of the 
emails top secret. The matter is under 
FBI investigation.

While Clinton also insisted the 
 private server and email “were allowed 
by the State Department,” the report 
said there’s “no evidence” she sought 
approval. The government agencies 

overseeing cybersecurity “did not—and 
would not—approve” of her personal 
account, according to the review.

Two government employees 
expressed concerns in 2010 that the 
 private server could compromise laws 
on preserving federal records. The 
report says their supervisor told the 
employees “never to speak of the 
Secretary’s personal email system again.”

Clinton has said she would “talk to 
anybody, anytime” about the email sys-
tem. But when the inspector general’s 
office asked for an interview during its 
investigation of the former secretary of 
state, Clinton declined. 

With more investigations and civil 
suits pending, Clinton likely won’t be 
able to dodge more questions about 
national security concerns and deleted 
emails in the coming months. 

Trump has declared: “She’s guilty as 
h---.” But when it comes to ongoing 
legal questions about Trump’s business 
dealings, the GOP candidate insists he 
is innocent. Less than a week after the 
Clinton report, a federal judge released 
documents related to a civil suit in 
California against Trump and his now-
defunct “Trump University.”

The documents contain testimony 
saying the educational venture Trump 
owned swindled customers out of thou-
sands of dollars using high-pressure 

Race to the bottom?

D I S P A T C H E S     News
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ALLEGATIONS OF FRAUD AND ABUSE OF POWER 
DOG PRESIDENTIAL FRONT-RUNNERS by Jamie Dean



sales tactics and encouraged buyers to 
purchase real estate classes they 
couldn’t afford.

“I believe that Trump University was 
a fraudulent scheme,” said former 
Trump University sales manager Ronald 
Schnackenberg. “And that it preyed 
upon the elderly and uneducated to 
 separate them from their money.”

Schnackenberg says another 
employee reprimanded him for dis-
couraging a couple from signing up for 
a $35,000 class he thought they 
couldn’t afford. Another salesman 
 persuaded them.

One internal document urged sales 
managers to encourage customers to 
use their credit cards if they couldn’t 
afford a class: “We teach the technique 
of using OPM … Other People’s Money.” 
Former employee Corrine Sommer said 
colleagues encouraged students to open 
additional credit cards to pay for 
classes they couldn’t afford. 

Jason Nicholas, another former 
salesman, said he remembered pitches 
that promised Trump would be 
“actively involved” in the classes. “This 
was not true,” he said. He called the 
school “a façade, a total lie.”

Former students testified they spent 
lots of money for little return, but other 
students said they were pleased with 
their classes.

Still, the ongoing civil suit is likely to 
follow Trump during his presidential 
bid, particularly after he declared the 
judge overseeing his case should recuse 
himself because “he’s Mexican.” Trump 
implied the judge would be biased 
since “we are building a wall between 
here and Mexico.”

U.S. District Judge Gonzalo Curiel is 
an American born in Indiana to 
Mexican parents who had immigrated 
to the United States and became citi-
zens. In the late 1990s, he spent months 
hiding in government protection after a 
Mexican drug lord threatened to have 
Curiel assassinated for his efforts to 
prosecute him. The drug lord—who 
was wanted in his home country for 
murder—had been arrested in San 
Diego. 

Curiel was trying to extradite him—
back to Mexico. A

54%
The increase in premiums sought by Blue Cross Blue Shield in Texas  

across all Affordable Care Act plans. The company is also seeking  
a 49 percent price hike in Oklahoma.

16 years
The age of Bretagne, the last known 9/11 rescue dog, who died June 6. 
The golden retriever was 2 years old when she spent 10 days searching 

for survivors and victims’ remains at the World Trade Center in New 
York following the Sept. 11, 2001, terror attack.

26
The number of women who filed claims with police in Darmstadt, Germany, 

alleging sexual assault during a May 28 and 29 music festival.  
The women said gangs of South Asian men surrounded and harassed them. 

Police arrested three men from Pakistan, including two recent  
asylum seekers, at the festival.

20 hours
The length of time 61-year-old William Durden had to tread water  
without a life jacket prior to being rescued off the coast of Florida  

on June 2. He had fallen off his boat.

8%
The drop in the birthrate among U.S. teenagers in 2015, according to the  
U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. The 2015 teen birthrate  

was the lowest since the government began counting in 1940.

B Y  T H E  N U M B E R S
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Fired
Baylor University’s Board 
of Regents announced May 
26 it had removed Ken 
Starr as president of the 
school. Baylor fired Starr, 
WORLD’s first Daniel of 
the Year and the leader of 
the Bill Clinton–Monica 
Lewinsky investigation, 
along with football coach 
Art Briles after an indepen-
dent report concluded 
school officials had mis-
handled multiple claims of 
sexual assault committed 
by football players. Two 
former players have been 
convicted of sexual assaults 
since 2014. Starr also 
resigned as chancellor of 
the Baptist school June 1, 
and athletics director Ian 
McCaw resigned May 30.

Died
Jane Fawcett, a British 
code-breaker who helped 
sink the German battleship 
Bismarck, died May 21 at 
the age of 95. Later a singer 
and preservationist, 
Fawcett served at Britain’s 
Bletchley Park decoding 
center during World War II 
and was among those 
tasked with finding the 
Bismarck after it sank a 
powerful English vessel. 

On May 25, 1941, she typed 
out a message revealing the 
Nazis’ mightiest ship was 
headed to France for 
repairs. The Royal Navy 
sank the Bismarck two days 
later.

Died
Flamboyant televangelist 
and pink-wig enthusiast 
Janice Crouch died May 
31. She was 78. Crouch 
 co-founded Trinity 
Broadcasting Network in 
the 1970s with her late 
husband, Paul. Now the 
world’s largest religious 
broadcaster, TBN and its 
24-hour programming 
included the couple’s 
nightly talk show, Praise 
the Lord. Two granddaugh-
ters later accused the lavish 
couple of mishandling 
money and covering up 
sexual abuse (see 
“Courtroom storm,” April 

30, 2016). Janice Crouch 
also managed a Bible-times 
theme park in Orlando, Fla.

Proposed
The Council of Islamic 
Ideology, a Quranic and 
Sharia advisory body in 
Pakistan, recommended 
allowing husbands to 
“lightly beat” their wives in 
a bill claiming to protect 
women. The draft proposal, 
revealed in May, said hus-
bands may beat wives for 
refusing sexual advances, 
interacting with strangers, 
and speaking so loudly as 
to be overheard by strang-
ers. The 20-member coun-
cil’s recommendations to 
Parliament are nonbinding. 
The Human Rights 
Commission of Pakistan 
called the proposal 
“ridiculous.”

Murdered
UCLA associate professor 
William Klug, 39, died June 
1 in a campus shooting that 
prompted a school lock-
down. The shooter, former 
student Mainak Sarkar, 
reportedly killed his own 
estranged wife in 
Minnesota before driving 
to Los Angeles, where he 
shot Klug and then killed 

himself. The apparently 
unstable Sarkar, 38, had 
accused Klug of stealing 
his intellectual property, an 
assertion authorities said 
was “a making of his own 
imagination.” Klug, a pro-
fessing Christian and a pro-
fessor of mechanical and 
aerospace engineering, left 
behind a wife, Mary Elise, 
and two young children.

Elected
A prominent lay attorney 
from Liberia will lead the 
United Methodist Judicial 
Council until 2020, the 
denomination announced 
May 19. N. Oswald Tweh Sr. 
became the first African 
named council president 
following a vote at The 
United Methodist Church’s 
2016 General Conference 
in Portland, Ore. The 
General Conference’s 
African contingent helped 

rein in the denomi-
nation’s long-stand-
ing support for 
abortion and helped 
thwart efforts to 
endorse homo-
sexuality. Tweh has 
a law degree from 
Harvard and served 
as president of the 
Liberian National 
Bar Association 
from 2006 to 2008. 
The nine-member 
council is the 
UMC’s highest 
court.

Visit WORLD Digital: wng.org
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‘Get on message.’
U.S. Senate Majority Leader MITCH 

McCONNELL, R-Ky., to presumptive GOP presiden-
tial nominee Donald Trump, after Trump suggested a 

federal judge hearing the case against Trump 
University (see p. 12) was biased against him because 

the judge is of Mexican ancestry. McConnell said 
Trump should “stop attacking various people you 
competed with or various minority groups” and 

“start talking about the issues that the 
American people care about and 

to start doing it now.”

Give the gift of clarity: wng.org/clarity

D I S P A T C H E S     Quotables
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‘Very  
much so.’

BILLY STRICKLAND, executive director of 
the Alaska School Activities Association, on 

whether the decision to allow a boy who 
identifies as a girl to compete in the girls 
state track meet was in compliance with 
Title IX regulations. The boy, Nattaphon 

“Ice” Wangyot of Haines High 
School, made the finals in the 

girls 100- and 200-meter 
races.

‘Look past  
pink and blue.’

The slogan of a $265,000 NEW YORK CITY 
AD CAMPAIGN to encourage transgender per-

sons in the city to use the public restrooms of their 
choice. “I’m not sure if this is the best use of tax-
payer money,” said Joseph Borelli, a Republican 

member of the New York City Council. 
“However, I guess it is fair to warn people 

that there may be men in the women’s 
restroom in the future.”
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‘You will never 
see a Mister 
Softee truck in 
Midtown. If you 
do, there will be 
problems, and 
you won’t see 
him there very 
long.’
A NEW YORK ICE CREAM 
MAN—who said he could lose 
his job if he was identified—to 
The New York Times on the turf 
war between rival ice cream 
truck companies in New York.

‘From a moral 
point of view ... 
I think that the 
refugees should 
only be admitted 
temporarily.’
The DALAI LAMA, in an inter-
view with German media, argu-
ing that Europe is letting in “too 
many” refugees, and that 
authorities should eventually 
return refugees to “help rebuild 
their countries.”

Wangyot





Preppy eating
The hottest ticket in Chicago this 
 summer might be a pop-up diner paying 
homage to an awkward if popular 
1990s teen sitcom. Michelin-starred 
chef Brian Fisher opened Saved by the 
Max, a Saved by the Bell–themed pop-
up, in Chicago in June. Fisher’s restau-
rant is styled to mimic the television 
show’s The Max, where Zack, Kelly, 
Screech, and others palled around after 
school. But unlike the kids from the 
show, potential patrons of Saved by the 
Max will struggle to find seating. 
Reservations for lunch and dinner were 
scooped up almost immediately, though 
the North Avenue restaurant will be 
taking walk-in customers for brunch 
and late-night dining until Aug. 31.

The fix is in
New York City has a population problem—a deer 

population problem. City Mayor Bill de Blasio 
announced recently a $2 million plan to sterilize all 

the bucks living in parks on Staten Island this 
autumn. According to a 2014 aerial survey, more 
than 750 deer populate Staten Island, and local 
experts believe the number is climbing. Those 
same experts also believe the mayor’s plan is 

unlikely to work. After all, if the parks employees 
miss even one Staten Island buck, the plan could 

backfire. “It’s an incredibly foolish idea,” local 
zoologist John Rasweiler told the Staten Island 

Advance. “$2 million the first year? Absolute 
lunacy, particularly since it’s not going to work.”

Weapon from the heavens
Since archaeologists uncovered the sarcophagus of the ancient Egyptian 

Pharaoh Tutankhamen in the 1920s, scientists have been perplexed by the 
iron dagger found on King Tut’s body. Historians have long been skeptical 
that Egyptians in King Tut’s time—traditionally dated at the 14th century 

B.C.—had the ability to forge iron weapons. Now, according to a paper 
published on May 20 in the journal Meteoritics & Planetary Science, scientists 
know where the material to make the ancient dagger came from. According 

to lead author Daniela Comelli of the Polytechnic University of Milan, the iron 
in Tut’s dagger comes from a meteorite.
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Identity politics
Voters in one northeastern 
Romanian town had to pay 

careful attention to the names on 
the ballot during this year’s 

mayoral election. Mayor Vasile 
Cepoi ran for a fourth term in 

Draguseni, a town of about 
2,500, in early June. His two 
opponents: Vasile Cepoi and 

… Vasile Cepoi. Town hall  official 
Viorel Munteanu explained that 

the name was common in the 
region, but admitted to The 

Associated Press it was 
“possible” that local rumors were 

true: Opposing parties might 
have run the identically named 

underdogs to confuse voters.
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Single-sex parking
Bowing to stereotypes, the operators of one 
Chinese parking lot in the nation’s Zhejiang 

 province have created specialty parking spaces 
for women only. The experimental spaces are 
marked with pink paint and the international 
symbol for woman—and they are 50 percent 
wider than the normal parking spaces. Pan 

Zhuren, the director of the rest area parking lot, 
claims female drivers in his parking lot have had 
trouble fitting cars into normal parking spaces.

Burgers for the blind
McDonald’s has long banned patrons from walking through its drive-thru lane 
out of safety concerns. But that could change thanks to a civil rights lawsuit 
filed in a Chicago federal court on May 23. Claiming McDonald’s has “no 
 concern whatsoever for the accessibility of the late-night drive-thrus to the 
disabled,” Scott Magee is suing the fast food giant for what he says is a viola-
tion of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Magee, who is blind, says the 
McDonald’s no walk-up policy means he can’t get food at the restaurant when 
only the drive-thru lane is open. Last year, a different blind customer sued the 
chain alleging its “Freestyle” soda machines, which employ touch screens, 
 violate the ADA because the blind cannot use them.

Modern spectacles
Bored inside an art museum, two California teenagers pondered what every 
teenager encountering modern art ponders. “Is this really what you call art?” 
16-year-old Kevin Nguyen told The New York Times. His friend, 17-year-old TJ 
Khayatan added, “We looked at it and we were like, ‘This is pretty easy. We could 
make this ourselves.’” And so they did. The San Jose, Calif., teens began experi-
menting during their May 21 visit to the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art. At 
first, they put objects like a jacket or hat on the floor, stood back, and waited for 
reactions. Nothing. But when Kevin placed his glasses on the floor beneath a sign 
describing the gallery’s theme, a crowd formed to inspect what they believed 
was a museum installation. Naturally the teens photographed the crowd huddled 
around Kevin’s glasses and posted the picture to Twitter.

Wi-Fi by 
the book
Apparently sensing 
a need to clarify 
the morality of 
using your neigh-

bor’s internet, a 
Saudi cleric issued 

a fatwa in May against 
stealing Wi-Fi service. The 

religious ruling from Council of Senior Scholars 
member Ali Al Hakami declared that Muslims in 
Saudi Arabia could only use Wi-Fi with the per-
mission of the person paying for it. According 
to Gulf News, one internet user complained in 
response to the edict, “We do not need a 
 religious edict to pinpoint such basic things.”

Duck honors
Students at Suntree Elementary 

School in Melbourne, Fla., had 
an unusual classmate join their 
ranks when sixth-graders 
walked for their elementary 
graduation this May. The 
school allowed Sergio the 
duck, the sixth-grade class 
pet, to waddle alongside his 
human classmates. Sergio 

endeared himself to students 
after he was the only hatchling 

from a batch of more than 30 eggs 
at the beginning of the year.
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The Star Trek universe, set in the 23rd 
and 24th centuries, imagines a “holodeck” 

aboard the Starship Enterprise where crewmen 
can retreat for training and R&R. The white-
striped room simulates any actual or imaginary 
landscape with “hard light” holograms and 
subatomic manipulations of matter. Even in the 
fictional world its use can be problematic. In 
Star Trek: The Next Generation, Lt. Reginald 
Barclay’s holodeck addiction called for inter-
vention from crewmembers more than once.

In the real world, “the holodeck is some-
thing we’ve been fixated on here for a number 
of years,” says Phil Rogers of Advanced Micro 
Devices, a semiconductor company based in 
California. “Ten years ago it felt like a dream. 
Now, it feels within reach.” In fact, a kind of 
personalized holodeck is already here.

If you ever wanted to climb Mount Everest, 
encounter a live shark, drive the Indy 500, or 
walk on the moon, you don’t have to worry 
about expensive equipment or rigorous training. 
All you need is a headset, a tracking system to 
measure your movements, and hand controllers 
to steer you into the surround-sound, 3-D 
experience of your choice. (See “All in your 
head,” May 14.)

Virtual reality (VR) vision has been around 
for years—in fact, that View-Master you got for 
Christmas 40 years ago delivered a pretty good 
3-D image. But VR responsiveness was waiting 
on the sensor, display, and intricate computing 
technology to catch up. According to devout 
gamers who have used the new Oculus Rift and 
HTC Vive VR systems, the technology has caught 
up in a big way. Besides a fully responsive visual 
display, which can track your eye and head 
movements and show what you would actually 
see, some systems can even track your body 
movements as you battle space aliens or fantasy 
orcs. Make contact with sword or laser gun; 
enemy explodes with a scream and a spatter of 

electronic blood. “It’s unbelievably cool!” says 
the typical gaming enthusiast.

Advocates for VR admit that the main 
 application will be games, at first. I disagree: 
The main application will be games always, 
with virtual porn a close second or even first. 
Other uses are, admittedly, very cool: Take a 
360-degree camera with you on your vacation 
to the Andes, and with the right equipment 
friends and relatives can share the experience 
with you. Attend a virtually live concert or 
Broadway musical production for a fraction of 
the ticket cost. Flight and driving simulators 

will not merely be the next best 
thing, but the thing for low-cost 
training. And how about experi-
mental surgeries without risk to 
actual patients? The educational 
possibilities are endless.

But still (mostly?): gaming and 
porn and escape to an imaginary 
society, like Lt. Barclay. We all 
admit that every new technology 
has its costs and benefits. What’s 
harder to see is that every new 
technology erases perceived 
 limits and fosters illusions.

When God “came down” to observe the 
Babel tower-builders, he remarked that 
 “nothing that they propose to do will now be 
impossible for them” (Genesis 11:6b). Not that 
they could build a tower to reach heaven—
what mankind “proposes” is not always literally 
possible. But the capacity to sketch visions in our 
heads is a God-given power, with frightening 
applications when destructive dreamers make 
their dreams come true.

Moral relativism is a kind of virtual reality, 
which has taken hold because we no longer 
perceive the need for long-standing conven-
tions: We don’t need to be married for economic 
security or to have children for cultural vindi-
cation. We can try on “identities” and take them 
off pretty much at will. Society doesn’t push 
back as it once did. We’ve been escaping inside 
our own heads for years; virtual reality is a 
physical symbol of what virtual morality has 
proposed.

It will end somewhere, because this world 
will end. The new heavens and new earth will 
unveil a “real” reality that outshines all our 
 virtual dreams. In the meantime, you have the 
ultimate tracking system in your brain and 
unmatched sensors in your skin; and the actual 
world around you unfolds wonders everywhere 
you take the time to really look. A

Virtual vs. reality
VR TECHNOLOGY WILL HAVE MANY BENEFITS 
BUT ALSO FOSTER MANY ILLUSIONS

V O I C E S     Janie B. Cheaney
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Moral 
 relativism  
is a kind of 
 virtual 
 reality, which 
has taken 
hold because 
we no longer 
perceive the 
need for long-
standing 
conventions.

Experiencing 
virtual reality at 
the Oculus studio 
in San Francisco
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Throughout my 
crowded screening of 

Me Before You, as I listened 
to mostly young women 
sniffling and, on occasion, 
outright sobbing in the 
dark beside me, one public 
figure remained continu-
ally in my mind—Charles 
Krauthammer. Could 

British author Jojo Moyes 
have been familiar with the 
Pulitzer Prize–winning 
columnist, physician, and 
political pundit when she 
penned her screenplay and 
the best-selling novel it was 
based on?

Krauthammer, who 
became paralyzed while 

attending Harvard Medical 
School, taught sailing and 
water skiing as a teenager. 
He skied competitively 
during his undergraduate 
time at Oxford. In this way, 
he strikingly resembles the 
leading man in Moyes’ 
story, Will Traynor.

Handsome, successful, 
witty, and cultured, Will 
(Sam Claflin) is an adven-
turous rock climber and sky 
diver before a motorcycle 
accident leaves him quadri-
plegic. After losing his phys-
ical abilities, Will also loses 
his will to live. Desperate to 
shake her son out of suicidal 
defeatism, Will’s mother 

hires a caretaker, Lou 
(Emilia Clarke)—a chatty, 
working-class village girl 
with no qualifications but 
plenty of cheer to help him 
find renewed purpose in life.

In the 1990s, you could 
always identify a romantic 
leading lady by her uptight 
yet charming efficiency. 
These days, you can iden-
tify her by her clumsy yet 
charming incompetence. 
Like Bridget Jones or 
Twilight’s Bella, Lou could 
never be mistaken for 
 athletic. She hates to run, 
can barely ride a bike, and 

Me before us

 mbasham@wng.org     @megbasham

Clarke and ClaflinMOVIE
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PASSED OFF AS SACRIFICIAL, A 
CHARMING ROMANCE ENDS WITH 
ONE SELFISH ACT by Megan Basham
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blurts out every awkward, 
stray thought that enters 
her mind. Naturally, she 
and Will are destined to 
attract.

Thanks to Claflin and 
Clarke’s winning perfor-
mances, you can’t help but 
root for Will and Lou’s 
Nicholas Sparks-ish PG-13 
romance. (Cautions: lan-
guage and sexual dialogue.) 
As Will spins Lou around 
the dance floor in his 
wheelchair, the audience 
falls for them as much as 
they do for each other.

How awful, then, the 
moment you realize that 
everything about their rela-
tionship—gooey, romantic 
junk food that it is—is 
merely the lead-up to a 
much grander emotional 
manipulation. (Spoiler 
alert.) As the supposed real-
ist Will explains, falling in 
love only serves to harden 
his resolve to end his life. 
Thus Will is presented as a 
Byronic hero for sparing 
Lou a lifelong relationship 
with a wheelchair-bound 
man. The ultimate in shal-
low crassness, Lou’s happy 
ending comes from the pile 
of money Will leaves her so 
that she can “live boldly” in 
his absence. (Because bold 
living, apparently, can only 
be accomplished by moving 
arms and legs.)

How do we battle 
appeals like Me Before You, 
which shows only the 
melodramatic heartbreak of 
Will and Lou’s star-crossed 
love before panning away 
to a vision of death that’s 
all soft white light and fall-
ing leaves followed by fond, 
poignant memories? We 
don’t see the “doctors” at 
the euthanasia clinic 
administer deadly drugs 
into Will’s arm. We don’t 

see Will experience any 
fear or hopelessness. We 
certainly don’t see any 
regret from Lou or Will’s 
parents for participating in 
state-sanctioned murder.

There isn’t space here 
to go over all the argu-
ments against the selfish 
death culture Me Before 
You advocates. And I don’t 
think it would do much 
good anyway. I doubt the 
sobbing girls from my 
screening would have 
much room for philosophi-
cal argument in minds still 
filled with images of the 
beautiful, tragic Will.

But I think they’d have 
room for other Wills.

In a 1984 interview with 
The Washington Post, 
Krauthammer said of his 
wife’s desire to marry him, 
“I am a little more work. 
She obviously had to think 
about it. … And she decided 
to do it. … She wanted me.”

That’s love. And I hope 
one day soon we’ll all have 
an opportunity to laugh 
and weep in a darkened 
theater over a story just 
like it. A

R
Full of Grace is not a 
motion picture but a 

series of stained glass 
windows connected, like 
all stained glass, with a 
great deal of lead in the 
story of the last days of 
Mary, the mother of 
Jesus. When this works, 
Full of Grace is powerful. 
Sadly, there is too little 
stained glass and too 
much leaden pacing.

If you demand that a 
film entertain you, avoid 
Full of Grace. If you wish 
to see something beauti-
ful and thoughtful, and 

are not too sleepy, 
then this is an excel-
lent movie to pro-
voke discussion and 
reflection. What 
was it like as the 
eyewitnesses to 
Jesus began to die? 
What was the rela-
tionship between 
those with memo-
ries of Jesus in the 
flesh and those who 
only knew Jesus 
through being “born 
again”? The film 
raises these ques-
tions but gives no 
easy answers: a fea-
ture, not a problem. 

Mary and Peter 
are the main 

 characters, and their dia-
log betrays a bias toward 
experience over doctrine. 
Too many people are try-
ing to understand Jesus 
instead of know Him. 
There is truth there, but 
it sits uneasily on the 
need to clarify genuine 
difficulties those who did 
not physically see the 
Lord are having.

The film has not a 
 single amusing moment, 
and theologically it has 
something to offend 
everyone who wishes to 
be offended. Mary dies, 
and we see her body 
heading to a tomb to 
worry Roman Catholics; 
but then Peter clearly is 
or should be the head of 
the Church, giving the 
Orthodox and 
Protestants worries. 

There is also a great 
deal of beauty, genuine 
piety, and a splendid 
 performance as Mary by 
Bahia Haifi. In a better 
world, a great perfor-
mance such as this would 
get noticed for an Oscar: 
She is that good. Writer 
and director Andrew Hyatt 
gives us a script that is 
ponderous at times and a 
pace that is too slow.

MOVIE

Full of Grace
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BOX OFFICE TOP 10
FOR THE WEEKEND OF JUNE 3-5 

according to Box Office Mojo

CAUTIONS: Quantity of sexual (S),  violent (V), 
and foul-language (L)  content on a 0-10 scale, 
with 10 high, from kids-in-mind.com

 S V L

1̀ Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles:  
 Out of the Shadows PG-13 .......2 5 3
2̀ X-Men: Apocalypse PG-13 ..........2 6 5
3̀ Me Before You* PG-13 ......................3 2 2
4̀ Alice Through the  

 Looking Glass* PG............................... 1 4 1
5̀ The Angry Birds Movie* PG ...3 3 2
6̀ Captain America:  

 Civil War* PG-13 ....................................... 1 7 3
7̀ Neighbors 2:   

 Sorority Rising R .................................7 6 10
8̀ Popstar: Never Stop  

 Never Stopping* R .............................8 4 10
9̀ The Jungle Book* PG ...................... 1 4 1
1̀0 The Nice Guys* R..................................7 7 10

*Reviewed by WORLD

—by JOHN MARK REYNOLDS



P
O

P
ST

A
R

: N
EV

ER
 S

TO
P 

N
EV

ER
 S

TO
P

P
IN

G
: U

N
IV

ER
SA

L 
P

IC
T

U
R

ES
 •

 N
O

W
 Y

O
U

 S
EE

 M
E 

2:
 J

AY
 M

A
ID

M
EN

T/
SU

M
M

IT
 E

N
T

ER
TA

IN
M

EN
T

R
The first 45 minutes 
or so of Popstar: 

Never Stop Never 
Stopping, a mockumen-
tary about a Justin 
Bieber–like pop star 
named Conner4Real 
(Andy Samberg), is a 
 barrage of clever jokes. 
Conner is releasing his 
sophomore album on 
which he claims he 
 “personally wrote every 
song”—along with 100 
producers. The album 
flops, and gossip news 
“CMZ” reporters analyze 
Conner’s spiral while sip-
ping out of increasingly 
large to-go mugs.

The jokes will hit 
home if you’re steeped in 
pop culture. For example, 
Conner releases a single 
titled “Equal Rights” in 
support of legalizing 
same-sex marriage—a 
parody of “Same Love” by 
Macklemore & Ryan Lewis. 
The song is supposed to 
burnish Conner’s image 
as a thoughtful artist, 
although Ringo Starr (one 
of many celebrity cam-
eos) deadpans that gay 
marriage is already legal.

The movie amounts to 
no more than a stack of 
jokes stapled together. 
The humor is trademark 

Lonely Island—the trio of 
Samberg, Akiva Schaffer, 
and Jorma Taccone, who 
came up with famous 
Saturday Night Live song 
sketches like “Lazy 
Sunday.” And like most 
Lonely Island songs, this 
Lonely Island–authored 
movie is raunchy.

The movie is rated R 
for almost every category 
possible—male frontal 
nudity, female nudity, 
drug use, language. The 
extreme coarseness is all 
in service of critiquing the 
pop industry, but the film-
makers never pass up an 
opportunity to go over 
the top.

Judd Apatow comedies 
like Knocked Up are raun-
chy, but they have a soul 
that Popstar is missing. 
Apatow characters are 
real humans, like the porn-
watching loner in Knocked 
Up who learns how to be 
in a relationship with a real 
woman. None of the char-
acters in Popstar are more 
than cardboard cutouts 
of pop culture clichés. 
Mockumentaries are the 
best place for cliché 
 characters, but Popstar 
lacks both decency and 
human warmth.

R
In the summer of 
2013, a movie 

 season bursting with 
sequels, prequels, 
reboots, and adaptations 
(so pretty much like the 
summer of 2016), one 
sleeper hit stood out for 
its originality. Though the 
crime caper Now You See 
Me tested the bounds of 
believability with its 
Robin Hood–style magi-
cians who pulled off 
 eye-popping heists to rob 
from the rich and give to 
the, well, middle class, 
the craziness was just 
fresh, fun, and stylish 
enough to work.

Naturally, Hollywood 
is bringing the illusionist 
thieves back for a sequel.

Now You See Me 2 
(rated PG-13 for lan-
guage) takes everything 
audiences loved in the 
first act and blings it up 
with even more sequins 
and sleights of hand. Did 
the original border on 
campy? This outing fea-
tures Woody Harrelson 
playing his own evil (and 
vaguely effeminate) twin 
brother. Was the first plot 
a little overwrought? This 
one has so many twists 
and turns Houdini himself 
couldn’t untangle it.

Once again the 
world’s foremost illusion-
ists, known as The Four 

Horsemen (Harrelson, 
Jesse Eisenberg, Dave 
Franco, and Lizzy 
Caplan), are brought 
together by a mysterious 
magical society known as 
The Eye to stop a mega-
lomaniac tech wizard 
(Daniel Radcliffe in a 
 brilliantly cheeky bit of 
casting) from using a 
powerful computer chip 
to annihilate humankind’s 
last vestiges of personal 
privacy. Meanwhile, the 
ring leader of the 
Horsemen, FBI agent and 
secret magician Dylan 
Rhodes (a spectacularly 
miscast Mark Ruffalo), 
finds he still has a score 
to settle with profes-
sional magic trick spoiler 
Thaddeus Bradley 
(Morgan Freeman).

This entire smoke-
and-mirrors roller coaster 
is utterly preposterous, 
yet undeniably fun. Sure, 
it brings up issues of 
public control via the 
government/corporate/
tech complex, but 
embodies them in a 
 villain so cartoonish, it’s 
hard to invest any real 
outrage in the proceed-
ings. Best, like a glitzy 
Vegas act, to leave any 
questions of how or why 
the tricks work till after 
you’ve enjoyed the show.

MOVIE

Popstar: Never Stop 
Never Stopping

MOVIE

Now You See Me 2

—by EMILY BELZ

—by MEGAN BASHAM
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Next month the French 
will once again cele-

brate Bastille Day, July 14, 
which in 1789 was the start-

ing point of 
the French 
Revolution, 
but Peter 
McPhee’s 
scholarly but 
lively Liberty 
or Death 
(Yale, 2016) 
shows why 
they should 

not. For example, from 
December 1793 to May 1794 
in one southwestern part of 
France, revolutionaries 
killed 117,000 people, 15 
percent of the population: 
All counterrevolutionaries 
of all ages and both sexes 
were to be bayoneted, and 
“all villages, farms, woods, 
heathlands, generally any-
thing that will burn, will be 
set on fire.”

Revolutionaries turned 
churches into “temples of 
reason” and took control of 
media, so only 371 new 
books came out in 1794, 
compared with more than 
1,000 every year before 1789. 
When a theater company in 
Bordeaux performed a 
 classic play that included a 
sentence, “Long live our 
noble king,” revolutionaries 
arrested all 86 members of 
the troupe and guillotined 
the actor who delivered 
the line, even though he 
insisted, “It was in my part.”

Revolutionaries starting 
in 1792 guillotined thou-
sands, including scientists 
like Antoine Lavoisier and 
many others who believed 
in revolutionary principles 
but did not want to wallow 
in blood: Maximilien 
Robespierre in 1794 
declared that revolution 
requires “terror, without 

which virtue is impotent.” 
He and his allies passed on 
June 10, 1794, a law that said 
anyone who criticized the 
harshest revolutionaries 
would be guillotined—and 
during the next six weeks in 
Paris, 1,376 persons died 
that way. The killing spree 
only ended when the 
Revolution ate its own: On 
July 28 the heads of 
Robespierre and 21 of his 
closest associates fell into 
the guillotine’s basket.

The guillotiners of Paris 
had many 20th-century 
 successors, including Josef 
Stalin, who murdered 
 millions and was about to 
start a new round of purges, 
this one specifically aimed 
at Jews, when he merci-
fully died in 1953. Paul 
Goldberg’s The Yid 
(Picador, 2016), a clever 
novel (but with lots of bad 
language and violence), 

expertly 
brings alive 
that bizarre 
year in 
Moscow.

Ji Xianlin’s The Cowshed: 
Memories of the Chinese 
Cultural Revolution (New 
York Review Books, 2016) 
offers a thoughtful victim’s 
view of Mao Zedong’s 
 revolutionary  savagery as 
millions of Red Guards beat 
up innocent bystanders. 
That was also a page from 
the French Revolution’s 
playbook: In 1793 and 1794 
30,000-40,000 Frenchmen 
formed roving bands that 
invaded churches, burned 
vestments and sacred books, 
pulled down up to 800 
 steeples, and beat up those 
who did not bow to the 
 terrorist god.

Only one big revolution 
did not lead to massive exe-
cutions—and that’s why the 
American Revolution was 
quasi-miraculous. Eric 
Metaxas spotlights our 
amazing exception in If You 
Can Keep It: The Forgotten 
Promise of American 
Liberty (Viking, 2016). It 
would make a good gift for 
20-somethings who voted 
for Bernie Sanders. 
Socialism may sound 
benign, but it cuts against 
human nature and thus 
requires more and more 
force to impose it: First “feel 
the Bern,” later—not from a 
Sanders but his successor—
feel the bullet.

C U L T U R E     Books

All fathers fail in some or many 
ways: Tim Bayly’s Daddy Tried: 
Overcoming the Failures of 
Fatherhood (Warhorn, 2016) brings 
honesty and hope. Vicki Alger’s 
Failure: The Federal Misedukation of 
America’s Children (Independent 
Institute, 2016) shows how both liberals 
and the Bush administration erred: A 
commitment to school choice would have 
meant fewer children left behind.

Karl Rove’s The Triumph of William 
McKinley: Why the Election of 1896 Still 

Matters (Simon & Schuster, 
2015) inadvertently points to 
opportunity lost. Rove tells a 
good story, but in 2000 he 
saw Bush as a new McKinley 
who could build a Republican 
coalition that would last a 
generation. Liberty’s 
Nemesis, edited by Dean 
Reuter and John Yoo 

(Encounter, 2016), shows how we’ve 
overbuilt national government to the 
point where it threatens religious liberty, 
marriage, healthcare, homeowning, bank-
ing, and many other spheres. —M.O.

BOOKMARKS

Bullets, fists, 
and bayonets
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WHERE REVOLUTIONS THRIVE, 
OFTEN LIBERTY DIES by Marvin Olasky

A 1793 public 
execution in 
France



To see more book news and reviews, go to wng.org/books
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CONSCIENCE: WHAT IT IS, HOW TO TRAIN IT, 
AND LOVING THOSE WHO DIFFER  
Andrew David Naselli & J.D. Crowley
Andy Naselli and J.D. Crowley set out to show from Scripture the 
God-designed role of the conscience—“what you believe is right 
and wrong.” They discuss how it works, the care it needs, and its 
subjectivity and relation to culture. A look at the Bible passages on 
 conscience shows two prominent principles: God is the only Lord 
of conscience and you should always obey conscience. Since the 
conscience is fallible, they offer a whole chapter on discerning its 
 reliability and calibrating it according to God’s revelation in the 

Scriptures. They also provide wisdom on relating to fellow Christians when consciences disagree.

A PECULIAR GLORY: HOW THE CHRISTIAN 
SCRIPTURES REVEAL THEIR COMPLETE 
TRUTHFULNESS John Piper
John Piper is a man who treasures God through the Word of God. 
Here he shows how he came to have such confidence in the Bible. 
He writes, “The simplest preliterate person and the most educated 
scholar come to a saving knowledge of the truth of Scripture in 
the same way: by a sight of its glory.” The book then describes—
with help from Jonathan Edwards and a focus on 2 Corinthians 
4:4–6—how the Bible exposes us to the glory of God and gives us 
complete confidence that it is, indeed, God’s own word.

J.C. RYLE: PREPARED TO STAND ALONE 
Iain H. Murray
Anglican bishop J.C. Ryle was a 19th-century stalwart defender of 
the Christian faith. He came from an affluent, nominally Christian 
family. Illness drove him to the Bible, which exposed to him the 
 perilous state of his soul. He became a gifted preacher, counselor, 
and writer, often forced to take unpopular stands for truth. This 
 difficulty, combined with the loss of two wives, the death of a child, 
and the growing apostasy of a son, left him a man marked deeply 
by suffering.

ZEAL WITHOUT BURNOUT: SEVEN KEYS  
TO A LIFELONG MINISTRY OF SUSTAINABLE 
SACRIFICE Christopher Ash
Christopher Ash believes we can have sustainable, noncompla-
cent zeal. He writes from experience, having twice let his zeal 
drive him to the brink of a breakdown. He tells young people 
they are preparing “for a marathon, not a short, energetic sprint 
… a lifetime of sustainable sacrifice, rather than an energetic but 
brief ministry that quickly fades in exhaustion.” Keys include 
sleep, Sabbaths, friends, and food—the inward renewal of 
 spiritual food. While the focus of this book may be on pastoral 
ministry, it is for those involved in any type of Christian service.

In Pit Bull: The Battle over 
an American Icon (Knopf, 
2016), Bronwen Dickey 
investigates America’s love/
hate relationship with the 
pit bull to show 
how a once-
beloved breed 
became despised. 
She gives the 
reader a street-
level view of pit 
bull breeders, 
trainers, rescu-
ers, and haters. 
She talks to researchers 
who analyze dog bite 
reports, doggy DNA, and 
breed bans. This fascinating 
book makes a sociological 
argument: that our dislike 
of pit bulls reflects a dis-
comfort with the urban 
black culture now associated 
with them.

In Running on Red Dog 
Road: And Other Perils of an 
Appalachian Childhood 
(Zondervan, 2016), Drema 
Hall Berkheimer portrays 
life in a 1940s 
West Virginia 
coal mining 
town where 
she lived with 
her grandpar-
ents. She 
 captures the 
everyday 
details of life: 
what folks ate 
and how they talked. She 
also captures how her 
grandparents’ Pentecostal 
Holiness religion led them 
to generosity toward hobos 
and other colorful charac-
ters who wandered 
through. Running captures 
well a fast-disappearing 
way of life. —Susan Olasky

RECENT CHRISTIAN BOOKS

 AFTERWORD
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C U L T U R E     Children’s Books

Series standouts

Debuting in 2008 with I 
Will Surprise My Friend!, 
Mo Willems’ 25-book 
Elephant and Piggie series 
comes to an end this 
spring. The books’ genuine 
emotion, endearing char-
acters, and reflections on 
life and friendship made 
the beginning reader series 
hugely influential and 
enticed many children to 
love reading.

The Thank You Book 
brilliantly leverages the dis-
tinguishing features of the 
series with Willems’ char-
acteristic spare text, speech 
bubbles, and laughs. Piggie 
is determined to thank 
everyone she knows, giving 
an opportunity for every 
character that graced the 
series to make a cameo 
appearance. Long-term fans 
will appreciate inside jokes, 
such as allusions to Pigeon’s 
clandestine appearances in 
previous works, in this fit-
ting farewell to two beloved 
characters. (Ages 4-6) —B.F.

A COMPLICATED CASE (DETECTIVE GORDON) 
Ulf Nilsson 
Detective Gordon, a toad who enjoys cakes and napping, investi-
gates a case threatening his peaceful neighborhood: Who is 
 saying nasty things and spreading unhappiness among the forest 
inhabitants? With bumbling good humor, Gordon and his eager 
mouse-assistant Buffy track down the bullying masterminds 
through clever disguises, edible peace offerings, and intelligent 
sleuthing. The “Book of Law” makes an appearance, implying that 
the law is somehow written inside us. Although it stops short of 
connecting the dots to a Creator, this Swedish import is a terrific 

chapter book choice for young readers, and a fun family read-aloud. (Ages 4-8)

GUINNESS WORLD RECORDS Cari Meister
What is the largest land vehicle? What is the tiniest dog? Which is 
the fastest, highest, and most unusual? Talented canines and 
extreme vehicles inspire the curious and bizarre facts found in the 
first two books in this new series: Daring Dogs and Wacky Wheels. 
For each item, Meister provides simple details, impressive num-
bers, and a format that encourages early readers to share this 
incredible information. High-interest topics and color photographs 
make this series attractive to boys who are reluctant to read but 
fascinated by anything on four legs or four wheels. (Ages 4-8)

MOUSE SCOUTS Sarah Dillard
Violet, Tigerlily, and their mouse friends look forward to moving 
up from Buttercup to Acorn Scouts, where they wear fetching 
acorn caps and can earn merit badges. Not all are thrilled about 
the Sow It and Grow It badge, or about their new leader, Ms. 
Poppy, who insists on punctuality and speaks in capital letters. 
But all share a sense of accomplishment from hard work and 
outwitting six-legged garden bandits. This appealing series-
opener features a cast of diverse personalities that will appeal 
particularly to girls in Scouts. (Ages 7-9)

SPIRIT WEEK SHOWDOWN (THE MAGNIFICENT 
MYA TIBBS) Crystal Allen
Mya Tibbs is certain she’ll rack up enough points during Spirit 
Week to win free tickets to the annual Fall Festival—until her best 
friend Naomi pairs with another partner and Mya gets stuck with 
Mean Connie Tate. Mya’s churchgoing parents assure her that 
“things don’t always go right out there in the world,” but she can 
depend on family. Mya has her own mistakes to make and lessons 
to learn, but her boundless enthusiasm will make learning fun, at 
least for readers who will be eager to follow “The Magnificent 
Mya Tibbs” to her next adventure. (Ages 8-10)
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The Christian school movement 
is growing in China, with 300-

500 unregistered church schools now 
operating. A leader in the movement, 
Early Rain Reformed Church in 
Chengdu, has a classical Christian 
school, Covenant Reformed, with 36 
students in three grade levels—third, 
sixth, and ninth. It plans to add a first-
grade class next year. Here are edited 
and translated excerpts of my inter-
view with headmaster Matthew Su.

How did the idea for starting a 
Christian school come about? While 

researching a Sunday school curricu-
lum for the church, we started to see 
the importance of Christian education 
in Reformed theology. At the time, sev-
eral Sunday school teachers and I had 
our own kids who were reaching 
school age, and so we decided to look 
into Christian education resources in 
China to start our school.

What did you find? We weren’t sat-
isfied. We found many of the other 
schools had been influenced by mod-
ern secular educators such as Maria 
Montessori and John Dewey. House 

churches want to teach kids based on 
the Bible, but because they haven’t 
completely rethought their ideas 
about education, they’ve quietly been 
influenced. We started to think how 
we could teach through a biblical 
worldview.

What is the difference between 
Covenant Reformed and the typical 
Chinese school? Classical Christian 
education focuses on the Bible and 
how to look at different topics through 
a biblical worldview. In the lower 
grades, teachers work on developing 

June 25, 2016 • WORLD Magazine 31

C U L T U R E     Q&A

MATTHEW SU

Education unlimited
HOW A CLASSICAL CHRISTIAN SCHOOL HOPES TO HELP CHINA  

by June Cheng photos by Zhongming Jiang



students’ language and math skills. 
Once this foundation is set up, then 
when students learn science or theol-
ogy, they will already be able to think 
independently and use language to 
express themselves. In China, schools 
split their time teaching a variety of 
subjects, so even grad students have 
trouble communicating their ideas 
through writing. They haven’t been 
well-trained in logic, critical thinking, 
and humanities, and instead focus 
solely on their specialty.

Do you deal with controversial 
areas? We help students understand 
Chinese modern history, politics, and 
law so they can better understand 
 society. We talk about things that are 
skipped over in Chinese public schools, 
like the Cultural Revolution or the 
Tiananmen Square incident. Rather 
than giving them opinion pieces writ-
ten by democracy activists, we want 
them to look at this from a Christian 
worldview. To get information on these 
subjects, often we need to hop over the 
Great Firewall or get books from Hong 
Kong or Taiwan.

How do you get students to look at 
classical Chinese literature from a bib-
lical worldview? In elementary grades 
they focus on learning Chinese well, so 
they memorize classical Chinese texts, 
like Tang dynasty poems. In middle 
school we start to teach them The 
Analects of Confucius. We examine the 
thought process undergirding his writ-
ing. We consider how it influenced 
Chinese culture and how we can look 
at it from a Christian point of view. 
Since the Ming dynasty, Jesuit mission-
aries have compared and contrasted 
Christianity with Confucianism. Now 
we need to research this from a 
Reformed worldview.

Some Christian schools in China 
teach in English. Why do you focus on 
the students getting a Chinese educa-
tion? Part of our curriculum includes 
classic Western books, yet we read 
Chinese translations of those books and 
discuss those books in Chinese. We 
want our students to have good English, 
but many of China’s Christian schools 
are completely taught in English, and in 
turn their students have poor Chinese. 

The danger in this is that it changes the 
goal and motive of the Chinese 
Christian school movement. First, the 
schools won’t be accessible to everyone, 
since the English curriculum is more 
expensive. Also, the schools will solely 
prepare students to study overseas, 
rather than giving them the prepara-
tion they need to stay in China and 
influence society.

What do you look for in a teacher? 
First, teachers need to know the basics 
of the theology and have a good church 
life, so they can view issues through a 
biblical lens, as well as grow in their 
faith through the shepherding of the 
church. Second, they need a foundation 
in the humanities with logic, critical 
thinking, philosophy, and history. 
Third, they need to be educators with 
school experience who know how to 
manage a classroom. Right now in the 
church, most teachers only have that 
third requirement down. We ask poten-
tial teachers about their thoughts about 
faith, politics, and societal issues, and 

they often have trouble articulating 
their views. This is because typical 
Chinese colleges don’t emphasize the 
humanities. It’s very specialized, and 
students only learn their own subject. 
In contrast, our students start thinking 
about these topics in middle school.

Besides finding teachers, what 
other difficulties do Christian schools 
face? Pastors need to understand better 
Christian education to promote it in 
their churches. If they don’t care about 
this, this movement won’t grow. We 
need to create more organizations that 
focus on informing the church about 
education. We need people to translate 
overseas books and articles on 
Christian education: We need confer-
ences and discussions about this. Right 
now there are a lot of new schools, but 
very few organizations that do research 
on education. Without the research, 
many of these schools lack a foundation 
for what they are doing.

What risks do students who attend 
Covenant face? When we first started, 

C U L T U R E     Q&A
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modern history, politics, and law so they can 
better understand society. We talk about 
things that are skipped over in Chinese 
public schools, like the Cultural Revolution 
or the Tiananmen Square incident.’



we told parents they 
should be prepared for 
the school to shut 
down at any time. This 
school is under Early 
Rain Church, so if the 
church is persecuted, 
the school will be 
closed as well. We are 
prepared: If worst 
comes to worst, the 
students will be taught 
in their dining rooms 
because we believe the 
most important part of 
the school is the peo-
ple; if the rest is gone, 
then we can continue 
teaching in homes, like 

the original house churches.
And because this is an unregistered 

school, what happens when students 
graduate? Right now we’ve already 
started creating a college: We hope that 
when our ninth-grade class graduates, 
students have the option of attending 
college here if they can’t go overseas. 
Because Chinese Christian schools 
have only started in the past 10 years, 
few students have graduated thus far, 
but in a few years there will be a huge 
need for Christian colleges. If the gov-
ernment by then gives house churches 
greater freedom, it’s possible that 
churches will be able to connect and 
create two or three liberal arts colleges 
in China, as well as vocational schools 
that incorporate Christian values and 
ethics.

How will Christian schools affect 
the entire house church movement? 
Since the ban on Chinese Christian 
schools in 1949, this is the first time 
churches have started their own 
schools, so we are working with other 
schools to create a Christian education 
system. This is a blessing to house 
churches because they will affect a 
future generation of Christians, includ-
ing pastors. Now we have seminarians 
with only a middle-school education, 
so writing essays and learning church 
history and biblical languages is difficult 
for them. If future pastors have this 
basis in Christian education, that will 
greatly help the church in China. A
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By the time Guy Clark joined Lyle 
Lovett, John Hiatt, and Joe Ely on 

the “Songwriters Tour” in the early 
2000s, he had earned a reputation as 
one of the finest country songwriters of 
his generation. And although as a 
singer Clark was the least famous of the 
four, his solo turns during those shows 
often made the deepest impression.

Clark died in May at age 74, nearly 
four years after the death of his long-
time wife, and his occasional songwrit-
ing partner, Susanna. “Susanna, oh 
Susanna,” he’d sung on his 1999 album 
Cold Dog Soup, “when it comes my 
time, / please bury me south of that Red 
River line.” If her time’s coming before 
his took the wind out of his sails, it also 

gave him one last breath of inspiration. 
The Susanna-revering title track of his 
final album, 2013’s My Favorite Picture 
of You, is almost unbearably poignant.

Clark left behind a body of 
almost unbearably poignant 
work. In songs such as “The 
Cape,” “The Randall Knife,” 
“L.A. Freeway,” and “The 
Guitar,” he set wise words to 
spare, folky melodies that 
together cut to the emotional 
quick. “Like a Coat from the Cold” 
might’ve even been where that master 
borrower Bob Dylan got the melody for 
“Is Your Love in Vain?”

Clark was a late bloomer. He didn’t 
release his first album, 1975’s Old No. 1, 

until he was 33. His singing 
bloomed even later. Not for 
nothing was The Dirt 
Band’s 1980 version of 
Rodney Crowell’s “An 
American Dream” a hit and 
not Clark’s circa 1978 
version.

Not until his 1980s 
albums Better Days and Old 
Friends did the sawdust 
rasp of his voice take on a 
heft appropriate to the 
weight of his subjects. 
Clark had a way of making 
his favorite topics—
whether boats, love, or the 
numerous characters 
unique to his native 
Texas—seem archetypal.

His most favorite topic was food, 
which he celebrated in “Homegrown 
Tomatoes,” “Watermelon Dream,” and 
“Texas Cookin’.” In “Cornmeal Waltz,” 

he even danced on it.
Uncommonly for country 

songwriters, Clark tended to 
avoid gospel references. An 
exception was Cold Dog Soup’s 
“Water Under the Bridge.” It 
begins with the narrator’s 
remembering his baptism 

“down at the river’s edge” and declar-
ing that “[a]ll my sins are washed 
away.”

If anything makes bearable the poi-
gnancy of his passing, it’s the possibility 
that that narrator was Clark.

C U L T U R E     Music
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In 1985, The Highwaymen—Willie Nelson, Waylon Jennings, Kris Kristofferson, and Johnny Cash—covered Guy Clark’s 
“Desperadoes Waiting for a Train” and released it as the second single from their eponymous debut album. That song and 15 
others comprise Sony Legacy’s  just-released The Very Best of The Highwaymen.

It differs from The Essential Highwaymen (Sony’s 36-track, 2010 Highwaymen compilation) by including renditions of 
Rivers Rutherford’s “America Remains,” Paul Kennerley’s “Welfare Line,” Bob Seger’s “Against the Wind,” and Bob Dylan’s 
“One Too Many Mornings.” It also includes two live cuts, “City of New Orleans” and “The King Is Gone (So Are You),” that 

sound more at home on Sony’s other just-released Highwaymen album, Live: American Outlaws.
A three-CD, one-DVD package assembled from several shows, American Outlaws preserves 

for the ages the ebullient bonhomie of four good friends luxuriating in the privilege of deploying 
their multiple solo and not-so-solo hits one after the other before equally ebullient crowds.

“Is everybody having a good time so far?” asks Jennings at one point. “You might as well. 
We done got all your money.” The reaction he gets suggests the audience considered its money 
well spent. —A.O.

FOUR OLD FRIENDS

Old friend 
passing
LATE BLOOMER 
GUY CLARK LEAVES 
A POIGNANT 
MUSICAL LEGACY  
by Arsenio Orteza



To see more music news and reviews, go to wng.org/music
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LIVE: THAT HOT PINK BLUES ALBUM 
Keb’ Mo’
Sharing only two cuts apiece with the 2003 studio 
 compilation Martin Scorsese Presents the Blues: Keb’ Mo’ 
and the 2009 semi-live overview Live & Mo’, this win-
some, all-live, 16-cut showcase avoids redundancy. And 
despite the word “blues” in the title, it’s really a soul 
album with blues underpinnings, one that emphasizes 
Mo’s rapport with his audience. Right before “City Boy,” 
a good-natured heckler calls out for Lynyrd Skynyrd’s 
“Free Bird.” “I’m gonna learn that song,” replies an 

equally good-natured Mo’, “and shut y’all up!”

GOOD TIMES! The Monkees
This 50th-anniversary celebration of the original “Prefab 
Four” does their legacy proud. All three surviving mem-
bers are not only aboard but also willing and able to throw 
themselves into the songs, many of which members of 
Weezer, XTC, Fountains of Wayne, Death Cab for Cutie, 
Oasis, and The Jam composed especially for them. Davy 
Jones even makes a posthumous, miracle-of-modern-
technology appearance on a charming Neil Diamond–
penned outtake circa 1967. And speaking of miracles, 
Micky Dolenz, Peter Tork, and Michael Nesmith sound 
equally undiminished.

A MOON SHAPED POOL Radiohead
Reviews of this album have focused more on its sounds 
and lyrics than on its melodies and hooks, probably because 
the melodies seem like concessions to mere inevitability 
and the hooks barely exist. The sounds attracting the most 
attention are those made by the London Contemporary 
Orchestra. The lyrics attracting the most attention are 
those of “Burn the Witch” and “The Numbers.” Neither 
song deserves the scrutiny. In short, the emperor is 
naked—that is, unless New Age music masquerading as 
hollowed-out progressive rock counts as clothing.

THE ROUGH GUIDE TO GOSPEL BLUES 
Various Artists
Any 25-track sampling of a single genre risks dead-ending 
in a stylistic cul-de-sac. This compilation skirts that trap by 
juxtaposing legendary performers with their obscurer 
counterparts and by selecting tracks by the latter that 
actually trump those by the former. Exhibit A: Rev. Edward 
W. Clayborn’s “Your Enemy Cannot Harm You” (“but watch 
your close friends”). Exhibit B: Mother McCollum’s “Jesus 
Is My Air-O-Plane” (which beat Larry Norman’s “U.F.O.” to 
the Rapture-as-aircraft metaphor by 40-plus years).

RECENT POP-ROCK ALBUMS
When Tom Petty, Mike 
Campbell, Benmont Tench, 
Tom Leadon, and Randall 
Marsh revived the pre–Tom 
Petty and The Heartbreakers 
band Mudcrutch to make a 
long-overdue Mudcrutch 
album in 2008, neither they 
nor their fans thought 
there’d be a 
sequel. Both 
they and their 
fans, however, 
were wrong. 
Simply titled 2 
(Reprise), the 
just-released follow-
up includes 11 new origi-
nals, seven by Petty and one 
apiece by the other four 
guys. There isn’t a dud in 
the bunch.

“Dreams of Flying” opens 
and closes with the “Masters 
of War” chords that Petty, 
Campbell, and Tench 
played while accompanying 
Bob Dylan in the 1980s. 
“Beautiful World” showcases 
Marsh’s affinity for power-
pop. “The Other Side of the 
Mountain” showcases 
Leadon’s affinity for blue-
grass-rock. The romping-
stomping “Hope” showcases 
Petty’s affinity for making 
grateful promises to God or 
something like Him. Another 
album or two like this and 
people might start referring 
to The Heartbreakers as 
Petty’s side 
project. 

—A.O.

reviewed by Arsenio Orteza
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When I hear someone say about Middle 
East policy, “It’s all about oil,” I want to 

reply, “Tell that to the Mongols.” 
Or the Persians. Or the Arab armies of 

Muhammad. 
All these set their sights on invading and 

conquering the awkward thumb of land known 
as the Middle East long before the Anglo-
Persian Oil Company struck oil in modern-day 
Iran in 1908. 

But if petroleum isn’t somehow behind 
every conflict roiling the Middle East, why is 
the region so important? Why does its strife 
continually dominate American headlines? Can 
we ever choose to “pivot” from this place of 
conflict?

For the purposes of discussion, it’s important 
to define the area. Some sources cite the region 
as stretching from the Mediterranean to the 
borders of China and India, but neither the 
Central Asian “Stans” nor the Saharan countries 
of North Africa historically were considered 
part of the Middle East. 

The original members of the Arab League—
founded by the British as a bulwark against Nazi 
Germany in 1942—are Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, 
Syria, Saudi Arabia, Jordan (then Transjordan), 
and Yemen. Add to these modern states Israel 
and the Gulf states (Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar, and UAE) plus Iran for a comprehensive 
picture of the Middle East today. 

The geography, first and foremost, makes 
clear the region’s strategic significance: This is 
the hub of three continents, Europe, Asia, and 
Africa. It’s the wellspring of civilization, the 
transect of Silk Road trade routes, the apple in 
the eye of the world conquerors—from Cyrus 
and Alexander to Hitler and the henchmen of 
ISIS. 

“Any power that has hoped to extend its 
domination over continents has learned that 

domination of the Middle East is an essential 
step,” wrote Kermit Roosevelt Jr., grandson of 
Teddy and a career intelligence officer in the 
Middle East after World War II. “And any 
power trying to resist continental expansion by 
another has learned in turn that the Middle 
East must be protected at all cost.”

One of the great misnomers, concocted 
largely by British colonialists, is to call this region 
“the Arab world.” Before the Arab armies moved 
out from Mecca in the seventh century to con-
quer much of the region, this was a non-Arab 
world for millennia, dominated by Persians, 
Kurds, Turks, Jews, Armenians, Assyrians, 
Copts, Druze, Greeks, and Maronites. Large 
populations of each remain, and ignoring them 
has brought great cost to their people and to 
the rest of us. 

The region is the birthplace of the world’s 
three largest and most influential religions—
Christianity, Islam, and Judaism—whose reach 
spans the globe. From what launched in 
Bethlehem we have today 2.2 billion Christians; 
from Mecca, 1.6 billion Muslims; and from Ur 
in Iraq, 14 million Jews. Oil at below $50 a bar-
rel, with shrinking American dependence on 
Saudi oil, hasn’t dimmed the land’s significance.

“Jerusalem is the center of the nations,” noted 
the prophet Ezekiel, and to this day the three 
religions each lay claim to the city. Conflict over 
such contested ground should surprise us less 
than when peace breaks out. On his deathbed, 
after all, Muhammad ordered that “all the 
 infidels be driven from the Arabian Peninsula.”

Muhammad can have it, we may say in 
 exasperation, weary of the cost of recent 
Middle East conflicts, no matter their cause. 
But one cannot open her Bible without seeing 
how attentive God is to place—and how often 
the places are in the Middle East. Jacob left 
Beersheba; King David reigned seven years in 
Hebron; Philip was from Bethsaida; the 
 apostles returned to Jerusalem.

The Apostle Peter tells us we are “sojourners 
and exiles,” suggesting we perhaps ought to be 
indifferent to any particular place. But from the 
prophet Jeremiah we find we are to “seek the 
welfare of the city where I have sent you … for 
in its welfare you will find your welfare.” That’s 
the example we see set by the disciples of Jesus, 
whether they became shipwrecked in some 
 forsaken place or stayed to preach in  settled 
churches for decades. Their model makes it 
 difficult to see how we can turn from the 
intractable places of the world, or dismiss them 
with “It’s all about oil.” A

Going cold on a 
hot spot?

Conflict  
over such 
contested 
ground 
should 
 surprise us 
less than 
when peace 
breaks out.

V O I C E S     Mindy Belz
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THERE’S NO MIDDLE GROUND IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Introducinga one-of-a-kind study Bible!

TD6103

This one-of-a-kind study Bible pulls together the 
full range of the teaching of Dr. D. James Kennedy, 
including topics where there is great confusion 

because our culture has forsaken biblical principles. It is a 
superb resource for Bible students young and old. This unique 
study Bible includes notes, articles, and commentaries filled 
with biblical wisdom and insight that address the problems 
we face in today’s culture:   

• Can there be a “just” war?
• Does the Bible teach socialism or even communalism?
• Is civil disobedience ever justified?  
• Do we worship the same God as Muslims and Jews?
• What does the Bible say about “gender identity”?

Dr. Kennedy was a devoted student of the Word of God 
and over 700 of his notes and comments are interspersed 
throughout the D. James Kennedy Topical Study Bible, 
deepening the reader’s understanding of  key topics and 
Bible passages. For example you will find the article “‘Social 
Justice’ and the Redistribution of Wealth” at Isaiah 65:21 and 
“On Disobeying the Government” at Daniel 6:10-12.  

The Bible is the book for all times, seasons, 
and generations, and this new study Bible 
enables the reader to see more clearly what 
Scripture has to say about our present culture 
and the pressing problems of our times.  

To order one or more copies of this outstanding Bible, call 
1.800.988.7884 or order online at djkm.org/Bible.  

   “No other study Bible applies the 
Word of God to current cultural 
controversies as well as timeless, 
universal Christian experiences. 
Dr. Kennedy was a preacher and 
teacher of uncommon 
depth and breadth, 
and the D. James 
Kennedy Topical 
Study Bible superbly 
reflects this.” 

    — Frank Wright, Ph.D.
CEO & President,

D. James Kennedy Ministries 
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» If you have to go to jury duty, you probably can’t beat U.S. District 
Judge Mark W. Bennett’s Iowa courtroom. For one thing, Bennett 
bakes cookies for jurors on cases lasting more than four days. He 

has also written a 50-page “juror bill of rights” that advocates more stretch 
breaks, simpler proceedings, and cup holders, among other things.

Bennett follows an unusual policy for the criminals he sentences, too: 
He travels to visit them in prison. “I like to encourage those making prog-
ress, and to encourage those that haven’t yet made a personal commitment 
to improving their education and skill set—to do so,” he told me. “It’s the 
single most important key to staying out.”

The Bill Clinton appointee stands out for at least one other reason. He 
is one of a handful of district judges appointed by Democratic presidents 
who ruled in favor of challengers to President Obama’s contraceptive 
mandate.

Most of the American public knows about the many examples of “con-
servative” judges who set liberal precedents. Justice Anthony Kennedy, 
who wrote the decision forcing states to accept gay marriage, and retired 
Justice John Paul Stevens, who became known as the “liberal lion” of the 
Supreme Court, were both Republican appointees. Few know about the 
six Democrat-appointed district level judges who, on the politically 
charged topic of contraceptives and abortifacients, decided their cases on T
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Meet the Democrat-
appointed judges  
who ruled in favor of 
religious nonprofits 
challenging Obamacare’s  
contraceptive mandate 
BY EMILY BELZ
I LLUS T R AT I O N BY KR I EG BA R R I E





the merits rather than perhaps their personal political 
preferences.

» Lower courts are more important than some may 
realize. The Supreme Court hears about 80 cases a 
year. Lower federal courts hear tens of thousands 

of cases a year. The makeup of the highest court is hugely 
significant for precedent-setting rulings, but lower federal 
courts—the district and circuit courts—decide most 
matters.

Now that the Supreme Court has only eight members, it 
is finding ways to send cases back to the lower courts—as 
happened with the Little Sisters of the Poor case, officially 
known as Zubik v. Burwell, last month.

Within the circuit courts, most of the 56 cases from reli-
gious nonprofits challenging Obamacare’s contraceptive 
and abortifacient mandate fell along party lines. All of the 
circuit court judges appointed by Democratic presidents 
voted against the nonprofits. All of the votes in favor of the 
nonprofits came from Republican-appointed judges.

Meanwhile in the district courts, the level below circuit 
courts, Democrat-appointed judges like Bennett issued 
more diverse rulings over the last few years. Some of the 
six Democrat-appointed judges who opposed the mandate 
did not issue rulings as decisively in favor of religious 
 freedom as others, but they nevertheless blocked the 
Obama administration from enforcing penalties against the 
nonprofits opposed to participation in contraceptive 
coverage.

Two of the judges were Obama appointees. Three of the 
six serve in the Midwest, two serve in Florida, and one in 
Washington, D.C. Federal district judges, who often handle 
horrific criminal cases, try to keep a low profile and reveal 
as few personal details as possible. And lawyers who have 
argued cases before the judges don’t like to discuss how the 
judges operate because they may face the judge again. 
Little public information exists about most of the six 
judges, beyond the legal documents in their cases.

Bennett, who granted an injunction to Dordt College 
and Cornerstone University in 2014, is an exception. The 
Iowa judge is more open than most to granting interviews, 
though he said he couldn’t talk about this particular case 
because it is ongoing.

But he told me: “I approached the Dordt litigation with 
the same commitment to apply the law as best I am able in 
light of controlling or influential precedent regardless of 
any personal views I may have on an issue. That is the 
essence of what judges strive to do.”

Last summer Bennett assumed senior status as a 
judge—which is like announcing your retirement without 
stopping your work. In February the Senate unanimously 
confirmed Obama nominee Leonard T. Strand to fill the 
officially vacant spot. But Bennett still serves as a judge, 
helping with the court’s heavy caseload. (Bennett’s court 
has the sixth-heaviest criminal caseload per judge of the 
country’s 94 district courts.)

Carole Bos, whose law firm Bos & Glazier worked on 
the Dordt College case before Bennett, said the judge is 
known as a hard worker who does careful research and 
writes explanatory opinions.

“He views each case on its own merits,” Bos said in an 
email. “It is refreshing, frankly, that he does so without 
regard to whether he was appointed by a Democratic or 
Republican administration. It is the job of a judge to be fair 
and impartial. That is particularly important when the 
issue is high-profile and politically charged. In our case, 
Judge Bennett not only followed the law, his decision was 
upheld by the 8th Circuit Court of Appeals.”

Judge John E. Steele, a Clinton appointee who serves in 
Florida, held a 2½-hour hearing on the HHS mandate in 
January 2015–a lengthy argument for these kinds of cases. 
Afterward, Steele granted an injunction to the group of 
nonprofits including The Christian and Missionary 
Alliance.

Using the Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) 
test, Steele ruled that the mandate was a “substantial 
 burden” on the plaintiffs’ religious exercise, and that the 
government’s “accommodation” for nonprofits was not the 
“least restrictive means” of achieving its objective. Steele 
thought nonprofits could notify the government of their 
objection, but that they should not have to provide their 
insurance information to the government—as is required 
under the mandate for objecting nonprofits.

The federal government’s “accommodation” for non-
profits under the mandate is complex, addressing a variety 
of insurance situations. In some circuit-level hearings the 
judges didn’t understand how the religious accommodation 
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worked. But Steele’s extensive hearing revealed he had 
done his homework.

Judge Jon E. DeGuilio, an Obama appointee in Indiana, 
ruled for nonprofits twice, granting preliminary injunctions 
to Grace Schools, Biola University, and the Diocese of Fort 
Wayne, among others. DeGuilio received his undergradu-
ate education at the University of Notre Dame, and worked 
as a prosecutor as well as a public defender, a rare combi-
nation. His ruling for Biola showed an understanding of 
the religious nonprofits’ situation: The government had 
not granted them the full exemption from the mandate 
that churches received even though they “share the same 
legitimate claim to the free exercise of religion as those 
exempted as ‘religious employers,’” he wrote.

Judge James S. Moody Jr., a Clinton appointee in 
Florida, granted injunctions to Ave Maria University and 
Ave Maria School of Law. He assumed senior status in 
2014. Judge John A. Ross, an Obama appointee serving in 
Missouri, granted an injunction to the Archdiocese of St. 
Louis and Catholic Charities of St. Louis. “This court can-
not see how the mandate is the least restrictive means to 

further the govern-
ment’s compelling 
interests,” Ross wrote 
in his ruling, and 
pointed to several 
alternatives like the 
government providing 
direct coverage itself 
or using grants or tax 
credits. Those kinds of 
alternatives will be 
under discussion as 
the nonprofit cases 
move forward in the 
circuit courts.

Judge Amy Berman 
Jackson, an Obama 

appointee, denied injunctions to some nonprofits on this 
issue, but granted an injunction to Thomas Aquinas 
College, a self-insured organization. The self-insured orga-
nizations also seemed to receive a pass at the Supreme 
Court, so she correctly anticipated that.

Jackson also ruled in favor of a Sikh college student 
who wanted to join the U.S. Army without shaving his 
beard or removing his turban, a case the Becket Fund for 
Religious Liberty handled. The Army had refused to let 
him apply for a spot in the Reserve Officers’ Training 
Corps. Jackson ruled that the Army had violated the 
Religious Freedom Restoration Act, and that the student 
deserved a religious accommodation—as others had 
received exemptions to the grooming policy.

» One sole Democrat-appointed appellate judge—
Diana E. Murphy on the 8th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals—voted in favor of an individual family 

challenging the HHS mandate on religious grounds, the 
Wielands. Murphy is a Clinton appointee.

A Republican-appointed judge—in the tradition of 
Kennedy and Stevens—began the cascade of bad circuit 
court rulings for the nonprofits. The flashy 7th Circuit 
Judge Richard A. Posner penned the court’s ruling against 
the University of Notre Dame, the sole circuit-level ruling 
with a deciding vote from a Republican-appointed judge. 
Greg Baylor, an attorney at the Alliance Defending Freedom 
who worked on several cases challenging the mandate, 
thought the 7th Circuit ruling was decisive.

“In the wake of the Hobby Lobby decision, the outcome 
of the nonprofit cases should’ve been clear. The plaintiffs 
should’ve prevailed,” Baylor said. The government, he 
explained, was using the same arguments in the nonprofit 
cases that the Supreme Court rejected in Hobby Lobby. The 
7th Circuit decision “shifted the momentum,” he said. “Circuit 
courts like to agree with each other whenever possible. That’s 
not a ‘blue versus red’ story so much. There was the momen-
tum shift and it got harder and harder to buck the trend.”

The nonprofit challenges are now going back to the circuit 
courts that largely ruled against them, but with an admon-
ishment from the Supreme Court that the government and 
nonprofits work out a deal. The nonprofits view that 
unusual action as a victory because the high court vacated 
the lower rulings that were against them, and ordered the 
government not to fine them while the cases continue.

Going before the appellate courts again, most of these 
nonprofit plaintiffs are awaiting other judges willing to 
“buck the trend.” A
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 ‘I approached the Dordt litigation with the 
same commitment to apply the law as best I am 
able in light of controlling or influential 
precedent regardless of any personal views I 
may have on an issue. That is the essence of 
what judges strive to do.’ —Mark W. Bennett
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Persecution. Cultural pressure. 
Death, marriage, fun
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0 F I N A L I S T S
The Myth of the Andalusian 
Paradise
Darío Fernández-Morera
Joy
Abigail Santamaria
Justifying Genocide
Stefan Ihrig
0 W I N N E R
In Those Nightmarish Days
Peretz Opoczynski & Josef Zelkowicz

Puncturing myths, 
reporting genocide
by Marvin Olasky

0 Numerous books propagandize 
for Islam by calling Muslim rule in 
Spain during the Middle Ages a 
golden age of tolerance. Darío 
Fernández-Morera’s The Myth of 
the Andalusian Paradise: 
Muslims, Christians, and Jews 
Under Islamic Rule in Medieval 
Spain (ISI Books) cuts against PR 
for Islam by giving specific exam-
ples of rulers cutting off heads or 
applying burning candles to the 
faces of sexual slaves. Fernández-
Morera rightly says the notion of 
Christian contentment under 
Muslim rule is “even more prepos-
terous than saying that American 
blacks might be ‘content’ with their 

second-class citi-
zenship … or per-
haps even with 
their treatment 
by slave owners.”

In actuality, 
Muslim Spain’s 
class system had 
Arabs at the top. 
Berbers, freed 
Muslim white 

slaves, and converts came next, with 
Jews and Christians at the bottom. 
Good footnoting substantiates state-
ments like this: “As both Muslim and 
Christian sources attest, the Islamic 

2016  
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Have you ever been clobbered by a 2-by-4 plank? Our Books 
of the Year committee has come up with a 4-by-4, a shortlist 
of 16 books in four categories. Most of them smack readers 
hard. They challenge the  conventional wisdom. They deal 
with difficult questions of  persecution, community-building, 
 cultural craziness, marriage, and more. Most also offer hope.

Because we know our readers love to read, we’ve published 
a special books issue every summer at this time since 1999. 
The timing is partly because summer’s a great season to read, 
and also because the International Christian Retailers Show 
(once known as the Christian Booksellers Association con-
vention) is always in late June. But WORLD differs from 
some other Christian magazines in that most of our winners 
do not come from Christian publishers. Of course, it’s hard to 
know these days what’s a Christian publisher and what isn’t, 
since Thomas Nelson and Zondervan are both part of the 
Rupert Murdoch empire and others are subsidiaries of New 
York houses.

Here are reviews of all 16 finalists, with the winner in each 
category listed last.



forces were more ruthless and knew 
how to demoralize an enemy better 
than any army since the Roman 
conquest.” Demoralization included 
death sentences for irritating 
Muslim authorities, and even bans 
on music. (Authorities “had the 
power to enter a house if they heard 
string and wind instruments being 
played and break them up.”) Forced 
latrine-cleaning was common: 
Muslim officials said, “The Jew and 
the Christian are better fitted for 
such trades, since they are the 
trades of those who are vile.”

0 A lesser myth concerns the life of 
Joy Davidman: Since she became 
Mrs. C.S. Lewis, she must have been 
a saintly person, right? Abigail 
Santamaria’s Joy: Poet, Seeker, and 
the Woman Who Captivated C.S. 
Lewis (Houghton Mifflin Harcourt) 
respects Davidman and her love for 
Lewis but does not cover up her 
manipulation as she moved from a 
troubled marriage to a long visit 
with Lewis and his brother, then to a 

marriage for legal 
purposes so she 
could stay in 
England, and 
finally to a mar-
riage growing out 
of real love in 1957.

Santamaria 
shows how Joy, a 
Communist 
during the Great 

Depression, often felt unjoyful and 
insecure. For example, the bulk of 
the royalties from books C.S. Lewis 
wrote went into an Agape Fund used 
to help people with medical or 
school expenses, but she wanted less 
money to go into that fund and more 
to spend. Still, she brought much 
happiness to Lewis and contributed 
to his thinking, and this biography 
shows why. For more about the book, 
see an interview with the author in 
the March 5, 2016, issue of WORLD.

0 If Iran, North Korea, or an 
expanding ISIS caliphate could 
nuke an American city or create a 

devastating electromagnetic pulse 
over the United States, should the 
United States respond with devas-
tating effect, killing innocent people 
along with the perpetrators? Some 
Christians would say no, but Stefan 
Ihrig’s Justifying Genocide: 
Germany and the Armenians from 
Bismarck to Hitler (Harvard 
University Press) suggests a yes: If 
an evil policy attains an evil end and 
the perpetrators go unpunished, 
other power-seekers will go and do 
likewise.

Ihrig shows how not only Nazis 
but others in the 1920s praised a 
“New Turkey” founded on the 

corpses of 1 mil-
lion Armenians 
who were 
 economically 
successful and 
thus, much like 
Jews, objects of 
envy and hatred. 
German news-
papers and 
scholars first 

denied that the genocide of 1915 
occurred. Then, as the evidence was 
overwhelming, they justified mass 
murder by classifying the 
Armenians, along with Jews, as 
 subhuman “Armenoids.”

Ihrig also reports the “population 
exchange” of the 1920s, as Turks 
exiled Christians to Greece and 
Greece sent Muslims to Turkey. 
Adolf Hitler initially wanted some-
thing similar, a border expansion 
that could bring into the Reich all 
Germanic peoples to the east and 
south of Germany proper, and exile 
Jews. That Turkish solution did not 
work because other countries would 
not allow Jews to immigrate, so 
Hitler moved on to “the Final 
Solution.” In August 1939, he told 
officials to “send to death mercilessly, 
and without compassion, men, 
women, and children of Polish deri-
vation and language. … Who, after 
all, speaks today of the annihilation 
of the Armenians?”

0 Our winner in the history/biogra-
phy category shows what that 
 “solution” looked like at ground 
level. In Those Nightmarish Days: 
The Ghetto Reportage of Peretz 
Opoczynski and Josef Zelkowicz 
(Yale University Press) is the work 
of two extraordinary writers who 
lived in Poland and came to realize 
they were on the road to something 
beyond even their worst night-
mares: extermination. The two jour-
nalists and almost all their subjects 
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died in concentration camps or from 
starvation. (Germans provided 
ghetto occupants with a daily allot-
ment of 184 calories.)

To do their jobs, Opoczynski and 
Zelkowicz had to preach to them-
selves: “Go out into the street and 
look for yourself, breathe in the 
unconscious terror of the tiny 
babies being readied for slaughter—
look hard, and do not cry! Look 
good and hard, and do not let your 
heart burst, so that you will later be 
able to give a deliberate and consid-
ered account.” That’s what they did, 
as in this example from Sept. 4, 
1942: “What just yesterday seemed 
an improbable, unbelievable report 
has unfortunately revealed itself to 
be the case: children ten years old 
and under will be torn from their 
parents and siblings and deported. … 
They’re simply being tossed away, 
discarded like garbage.”

In Those Nightmarish Days is our 
book of the year in this category 
because its street-level journalism 
reaches across decades and conti-
nents. One of our committee mem-
bers, Sophia Lee, offered the best 
three-word review: “Chilled my 
bones.”

Accessible 
theology
0 F I N A L I S T S
Augustine on the Christian Life
Gerald Bray
Messy Grace
Caleb Kaltenbach
The Compelling Community
Mark Dever & Jamie Dunlop
0 W I N N E R
The Prodigal Church
Jared C. Wilson

Loving grace, 
building community
by sOphia lee & Marvin Olasky

0 Gerald Bray’s Augustine on the 
Christian Life: Transformed by 

the Power of God (Crossway) 
brings to life a man who knew “it 
was not he who had found God but 
God who had found him. This is the 
hallmark of true conversion.” Bray 
shows how Augustine, before his 
conversion at age 32, had tried reli-
gions that claimed we could ascend 
to God, and so knew from personal 
experience that our only hope is in 
God descending to us. This sense of 
God’s sovereignty also helps us not 
to covet the attainments of others or 
wish, amid terrorism and war, that 
we were born at a different time.

Bray shows how Augustine dealt 
with hard questions, such as why 
“God has appointed some to eternal 
life but not others. … [Augustine 

knew that] 
God’s foresight 
is the same as 
his memory and 
understand-
ing … he does 
not observe 
things by think-
ing of them one 
by one, but 
embraces every-

thing that he knows in one eternal, 
unchangeable, and inexpressible 
vision.” In Bray’s summary, this 
makes the issue of “foreknowledge 
irrelevant, since it is only compati-
ble with a time-and-space frame-
work, which does not apply to God. 
[Predestination is] an eternal phe-
nomenon—as valid in the ‘past’ as it 
is in the ‘future,’ since both are 
 comprehended in the overarching 
and eternal present.”

0 Caleb Kaltenbach’s raw Messy 
Grace: How a Pastor with Gay 
Parents Learned to Love Others 
Without Sacrificing Conviction 
(WaterBrook) describes how he 
grew up with two lesbian moms and 
a closeted-gay dad. He hung out 
with his mother’s lesbian friends in 
LGBT clubs and late-night parties 
but also visited a friend dying of 
AIDS, watched the patient’s 
Christian family refuse to touch 
him, and watched onlookers at gay 

pride parades hold up “You’ll burn 
in hell” signs. Those childhood 
experiences solidified Kaltenbach’s 

belief that 
“Christians hate 
gay  people,” so 
he joined a 
high-school 
Bible study to 
learn how to 
tear down 
Jesus—only to 
fall in love with 
Him.

Kaltenbach tried to honor his 
parents even as they mocked his 
faith. He became a pastor to congre-
gants struggling with homosexuality-
related issues: “Messiness is what 
happens when you try to live out 
God’s perfect grace as a flawed per-
son in a flawed world.” Messy Grace 
hums with the good news of God’s 
love, truth, and grace while also 
addressing practical scenarios such 
as whether to attend a gay wedding. 
Readers may not agree with all of 
Kaltenbach’s practical applications, 
but Messy Grace is a much-needed 
reference on how to love well both 
the Bible and people.

0 Most churches today have the goal 
of “building community,” and some 
create niches based on similar life 
experiences, demographics, social 
causes, or needs. We now have Bible 
studies for newlyweds, yuppies, 
feed-the-homeless teams, motorcycle 
churches, and single mom meet-ups. 
But in The Compelling Community: 
Where God’s Power Makes a 

Church 
Attractive 
(Crossway), co-
authors Mark 
Dever and 
Jamie Dunlop 
ask a tough 
question: What 
if we merely 
build “commu-
nities that can 

thrive regardless of the gospel,” 
rather than communities character-
ized by relationships that could not 
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have formed but for the gospel’s 
“supernatural” means?

The Compelling Community dis-
tinguishes the subtle but significant 
difference between a “gospel-plus” 
community and a “gospel-revealing” 
community: The first facilitates 
comfort-based relationships rooted 
in the gospel plus something else, 
while the latter builds relationships 
between people who have little in 
common other than Christ. The 
book describes why God desires the 
latter church and often builds it 
despite our strategies and flaws. On 
how to promote church diversity, 
for example, the authors advise: Do 
nothing. “God has already done it.” 
Dever and Dunlop lay out biblical 
principles and show how to apply 
them through meaningful church 
membership, preaching that equips 
the congregation to equip others, 
corporate prayer, church discipline, 
evangelism, and church planting.

0 Jared C. Wilson’s The Prodigal 
Church: A Gentle Manifesto 
Against the Status Quo (Crossway) 

articulately points out problems in 
many “seeker” or “attractional”  
churches that emphasize self-
improvement or life-enhancement 
rather than God-enhancement: “If 
the purpose of worship is to feel 
good, we stop worshiping God.” 
He’s concerned when a church 
seems more like a concert and when 
Bible study leaders ask not, “What 
does this text mean?” but, “What 
does this text mean to you?” He 
notes, “Preaching even a ‘positive’ 
practical message with no gospel-
centrality amounts to preaching the 
law. … Don’t treat the Bible as an 
instruction manual. Treat it as a life 
preserver.”

When Wilson scrutinizes wor-
ship, he asks, “Does this element 
exalt God or man?” He notes that 
“both irreligion and religion are fun-
damentally self-salvation projects. 
They are equally self-righteous, 
even though the former is predicated 
on being automatically righteous and 
the latter aims to earn righteous-
ness.” Here’s his summary of 
Christian exceptionalism: “Grace is 

what makes Christianity unique 
among all world religions and 
 philosophies. … None of us would 
have come up with the concept of 
divine unmerited favor. None of us 
would have invented the notion that 
we cannot be good enough or smart 
enough, that we could not somehow 
become gods ourselves.”

The Prodigal Church is our 
“accessible theology” book of the 
year because every church, no mat-
ter the denomination, struggles in 
our age of entertainment with how 
to attract people to church without 
distracting them from the gospel. An 
important understanding for both 
youth ministries and adult evange-
lism is: “What you win them with is 
what you win them to.” Instead of 
adding on programs, churches 
should win attenders to an under-
standing of the gospel’s astounding 
message: The work is already done.

Current 
events
0 F I N A L I S T S
You Will Be Made to Care
Erick Erickson & Bill Blankschaen
From Dependence to Dignity
Brian Fikkert & Russell Mask
The Demon in Democracy
Ryszard Legutko
0 W I N N E R
Wind Sprints
Joseph Epstein

Pushing over idols, 
enjoying the circus
by sOphia lee & Marvin Olasky

0 For regular WORLD readers, the 
religious liberty attacks that Bible-
believing cake bakers and wedding 
photographers face today are famil-
iar news—but You Will Be Made to 
Care: The War on Faith, Family, 
and Your Freedom to Believe 
(Regnery) reminds us not to get too 
comfortable with it. Erick Erickson 
and Bill Blankschaen write primarily 
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to Christians who still cling to a bib-
lical worldview, particularly those 
still half-awake to the real and 
impending warfare that the secular 
left is waging—and seemingly 
 winning. To them, the authors are 
hollering, “WAKE UP!” and with 
vernacular prose and biting quips 
they explain why and how the 
“Spirit of the Age” will one day 
knock on your own door: “The day 
is coming—sooner than you think—
when you too will be made to care.”

If the language gets over the top 
(at one point the authors draw simi-
larities between Adolf Hitler and 
“secular overlords”), it’s because the 
authors try to bang into their readers’ 

heads the 
“supreme silli-
ness” of this era. 
Obergefell v. 
Hodges is just a 
prelude to the 
ongoing restruc-
ture of millennia-
old traditions 
and common 
sense. As scorch-

ing as the book is toward the left, it 
also rebukes Christians who for too 
long have been able to “coast in 
peace on the faith fumes of yester-
day’s believers.” And that brings 
readers to its ultimate point: We 
need a resurgence—in our commu-
nity, self, family, church, and 
 country. Despite the tone that’s 
meant to alarm and frighten, You 
Will Be Made to Care signs off on an 
optimistic note: “You are not alone. 
And never will be.”

0 From Dependence to Dignity: 
How to Alleviate Poverty Through 
Church-Centered Microfinance 
(Zondervan) is the sequel to the 
influential When Helping Hurts—
and it also shows that “good inten-
tions are not enough.” Authors 
Brian Fikkert and Russell Mask 
show how affluent American 
churches can help churches in 
poorer countries build financial 
 services for small businesses that 
lack access to banking—but since 

“microfinance” 
can foster 
unhealthy 
dependence, we 
have to be care-
ful that it does 
not become one 
more idol for 
destruction.

Fikkert and 
Mask pare down abstract terminol-
ogies and complex concepts into 
comprehensible words that even the 
financially illiterate can understand. 
Basing their conclusions on 15 years 
of research and experience through 
The Chalmers Center at Covenant 
College, they weave theology, missi-
ology, social science, and finance 
into practical advice. They don’t run 
from tough cases in which church 
members cannot or refuse to pay 
back loans from the church, and 
they push toward a gospel-infused 
goal: not only material improvement 
but restoration of poor people to 
their rightful dignity as image 
 bearers of a relational God.

0 Ryszard Legutko’s The Demon in 
Democracy: Totalitarian 
Temptations in Free Societies 
(Encounter) is a harder-to-read, 
academic book by a Polish professor, 
but it brilliantly assaults a third con-
temporary idol: democracy. Since 
Christians are a minority, Legutko 
notes that liberal majoritarianism 

makes “the 
Christian reli-
gion, its institu-
tions, and its 
article of faith 
objects of end-
lessly multiply-
ing derisions. … 
All the objec-
tives the com-
munists set for 

themselves, and which they pursued 
with savage brutality, were achieved 
by the liberal democrats who, 
almost without any effort and sim-
ply by allowing people to drift along 
with the flow of modernity, suc-
ceeded in … pushing religion to the 

sidelines, pressing the clergy 
into docility, and inspiring pow-
erful mass culture with a strong 
anti-religious bias.”

Legutko points out a com-
mon feature in communist and 
liberal democratic regimes: 
Discussion ebbs in many areas 
because some things are 
“unquestionably bad or unques-
tionably good. Discussing them 
was tantamount to casting 
doubts on something whose 
value had been unequivocally 
determined. … Both sides—com-
munist and liberal-democratic—
share their dislike, sometimes 
bordering on hatred, toward the 
same enemies: the Church and 
religion, the nation, classical 
metaphysics, moral conserva-
tism, and the family. Both are 
unable to mitigate their arro-
gance toward everything that 
their ideology despises, and 
which, in their revolutionary ardor, 
they seek to remove from the public 
space and from private lives.”

0 The Erickson, Fikkert/Mask, and 
Legutko books are sobering, which 
makes it a pleasure to have our win-
ner in current events be Joseph 
Epstein’s latest collection of witty 
essays, Wind Sprints (Axios). We 
interviewed Epstein a dozen years 
ago (see “‘A lucky life,’” Jan. 31, 
2004), and at age 79 he still displays 
an open, curious mind and writes 
with humor and humility about a 
vast array of topics. Just one exam-
ple: Epstein gives today’s equivalent 
of John Adams’ famous statement 
that he studied politics and war so 
his sons could study mathematics 
and philosophy and their sons could 
study painting and poetry—“I 
worked at dry cleaning in order that 
my son could have the liberty to 
study sociology in order that his son 
could have the right to undergo a 
sex-change operation.”

Epstein is skeptical but not cyni-
cal, passionate but not brash. From a 
Jewish background, he may not 
enjoy the fullness of God’s truth, but 
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he perceives truths about humanity 
and marvels at the pride, self-righ-
teousness, ignorance, or greed that 
clogs up our God-given common 
sense. Much as we do at WORLD, 
he enjoys his front-row seat at the 
circus and the opportunity to wryly 
observe everything from cell phone 
use to high-school reunions to 
underlining in a C.S. Lewis book.

And God continues to work on 
Epstein. In 2012 he acknowledged 
he had never read the Bible, so he 
was reading three chapters a day, 
with breakfast, and felt a small but 
real satisfaction: “These are my 
 people being written about.” He said 
thus far it hadn’t changed him, but 
“as someone more and more 
impressed with the mysteries of life, 
and less and less impressed with 
science and human explanations of 
those mysteries, I find a certain 
comfort in reading the Bible, with 
its miracles, feats of endurance, and 
obedience to a higher power. 
Reading my daily portion, I like to 
think that I have not given up on 
God. More important, while reading 
it, I hope that God has not given up 
on me.”

Fiction
0 F I N A L I S T S
Laurus
Eugene Vodolazkin 
(translated by Lisa C. Hayden)
Salt to the Sea
Ruta Sepetys
The One-in-a-Million Boy
Monica Wood
0 W I N N E R
Vinegar Girl
Anne Tyler

From mysticism  
to marriage
by susan Olasky, sOphia lee,  
& Marvin Olasky

0 This is often the hardest category 
for judging, since tastes 
among WORLD members 
(and our staff ) vary enor-
mously. Some of you accept 
occasional obscenities and 
crudities; others do not. Our 
policy is not to recommend 
any work that has obscenities 
on every page, but we don’t 

ban books with occasional bad 
 language that’s in keeping with 
characterization, even though we 
wish the author would have 
refrained. We’ll warn you what’s 
coming, and the decision is yours.

Such a warning is appropriate 
for the first novel on our shortlist, 
Eugene Vodolazkin’s Laurus 
(Oneworld), because it does include 
several sexual references and 
obscenities—and it includes almost 
everything else as well. Laurus is a 
long, sprawling novel, translated 
from the Russian by Lisa C. Hayden, 
and Russians are now awarding 
Laurus literary honors because, 
among other things, it challenges 
the materialist world of Stalin and 
Putin, and our own, too. The big 
novel’s main character, Arseny, 
born in 1440 in rural Russia, 
orphaned at a young age by the 
plague, and raised by his folk-healer 
grandfather, radiates otherworldli-
ness: Bearing the weight of two 
dead souls, he begins a lifelong 
 pilgrimage of redemption that 
brings him to a variety of Russian 
locales and eventually—suffering 
and meditating—all the way to 
Jerusalem and back.

Laurus emphasizes self-sacrifice 
rather than the self-realization that 
dominates much of today’s fiction, 
and it doesn’t portray humans as 
animals or machines: It’s set largely 
in medieval times when the distinc-
tion between Christianity and 
superstition was often unclear but 
everyone knew that humans have 
souls that never die. Set largely in 
the Middle Ages, that is, because—
as one prophetic character says, 
time “is given to us by the grace of 
God so we will not get mixed up”—

but in Laurus time is an illu-
sion in which past, present, 
and future happen at once. 
The author and his transla-
tor deliberately mix up 
 antiquated language, anach-
ronisms, and contemporary 
jargon (plus some vulgari-
ties), and readers need to be 
patient as they burrow into 
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a worldview so intrinsically and 
pervasively seeped into the Russian 
soul that not even the Soviet religion 
could erase it.

0 Salt to the Sea (Philomel) by 
Ruta Sepetys is as straightforward 
as Laurus is convoluted. Set in 1945 
as Germans are fleeing from the 
advancing Soviet armies, this novel 

based in solid 
historical 
research weaves 
the stories of 
four teenagers 
who are also 
fleeing from 
guilt and fear. 
Their stories 
clash and con-
verge under a 

snowy sky and culminate aboard 
the Wilhelm Gustloff, a ship that 
sank with the loss of 9,000 lives: It 
was the greatest (but still little-
known) tragedy in maritime history.

Sepetys’ book is billed as young 
adult fiction, but she doesn’t gloss 
over the brutal realities that 
included desperate mothers tossing 
babies off decks and children being 
crushed. Her pace is intentionally 
swift and jarring, and some readers 
will feel as if they’re being hunted 
along with the characters. Sepetys 
writes with thrilling action and 
vivid images, and in so doing pro-
vides soul-gripping storytelling that 
thrusts readers into the shoes of 
once-nameless, faceless individuals 
buried in history.

0 Monica Wood’s The One-in-a-
Million Boy (Houghton Mifflin 
Harcourt) also doesn’t dodge death, 
but its encounter is quiet and subtle. 
The main characters are a 
104-year-old Lithuanian 
immigrant, a dead child, a 
guilt-ridden father, and a 
grief-stricken mother: Not 
exactly the ingredients for a 
heartwarming, triumphant 
story, but beauty grows out of 
these very sad beginnings. 
The boy has met the old 

woman, Ona, as part of a service 
project for the Boy Scouts: Her age, 
magic tricks, and attention draw 
him in, and she’s not put off by his 
endless lists, obsessive interest in 
Guinness World Records, and 
 awkward mannerisms.

The father, Quinn, meets Ona 
when he decides to finish his son’s 
service project after the boy’s sud-
den death. Quinn is full of guilt that 
he failed his son: He was too often 
touring with his band, and he didn’t 
understand his awkward boy. Now 
he wants desperately to understand 
him, and Ona is a window into his 
son’s mind. In The Four Loves, C.S. 
Lewis writes, “In each of my friends 
there is something that only some 
other friend can fully bring out.” 
This book could be a meditation on 

that idea. The boy draws out 
Ona’s life story—and opens 
up her past to her. Quinn 
gets to know his son 
through Ona. Readers see 
Quinn through the admir-
ing eyes of young members 
of a Christian band. 
Caution: A few obscenities 
that the novel would be 

 better without, but Wood ends the 
book on a hopeful note, which 
doesn’t ignore the sadness of death, 
divorce, and dashed hopes.

0 Our novel of the year is Anne 
Tyler’s Vinegar Girl (Hogarth), a 
retelling of Shakespeare’s The 
Taming of the Shrew. It opens with 
29-year-old Kate still keeping house 
for her research-focused scientist-
dad and her beautiful but shallow 
teenage sister. She’s ill-suited to her 
job as a teacher’s aide at a preschool, 
yet unmotivated to change occupa-
tion, living situation, or even the 
“meat mush” they eat every night 
for supper. One indication of her 
vinegary frame of mind is her bad 
language several times early in the 
book— but that stops when she 
changes.

The change begins after Kate’s 
father shocks her with a proposal: 
that she marry his Russian research 
assistant, whose visa is expiring, so 
the father’s research can go on. 
Blunt-talking Kate finds the idea 
repelling, but star researcher Pyotr 
sees the brain and heart beneath her 
armor. At first she scorns him and 
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his Russian accent, but “it occurred 
to her suddenly that … inwardly he 
was formulating thoughts every bit 
as complicated and layered as her 
own. Well, OK, a glaringly obvious 
fact. But still, somehow, a surprise. 
She felt a kind of rearrangement 
taking place in her mind—a little 
adjustment of vision.”

And so love begins. Kate becomes 
willing to marry, on paper, to indulge 
her father, but Pyotr says marriage 
is “a covenant.” Tyler subtly shows 
us de-vinegaring: “When Pyotr was 
listening closely to someone his face 
took on a kind of peacefulness, Kate 
noticed. His forehead smoothed, 
and he grew completely still as he 
concentrated on the other person.” 
Kate starts listening to Pyotr as he 
starts caring for her. She looks 
through his drawers: “The meager-
ness and the … rectitude, was the 
word that came to her mind.” When 
Kate’s feminist-following sister 
accuses her of “backing down,” Kate 
says: “It’s like men and women are 
in two different countries! I’m not 
‘backing down,’ as you call it; I’m let-
ting him into my country. I’m giving 
him space in a place where we can 
both be ourselves. Lord have mercy.”

The Lord does have mercy. After 
a 2015-2016 in which marriage 
between a man and a woman took 
some hits, this affirmation of how 
two become one shows that a kiss is 
still a kiss, and the fundamentals 
still apply as time goes by. Anne 
Tyler subtly describes the wonder 
and pleasure of marriage when she 
has Pyotr, who had no family grow-
ing up, tell Kate about the time in 
high school he stayed at a classmate’s 
house: “I heard just the parents’ 
voices, not words. Parents sat 
together in the living room. Wife 
said, ‘Mumble mumble?’ Husband 
said, ‘Mumble.’ … You would maybe 
sit sometimes in this living room 
with me? You would say, ‘Mumble?’ 
And I would say, ‘Mumble mumble.” 
Kate finally says, “We could do that 
sometimes.” Pyotr says, “‘O-kay!’ He 
let out an enormous breath and 
started smiling.” A
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2015
America in Retreat  Bret Stephens
The Book of Strange New Things  
Michel Faber
Dead Wake: The Last Crossing  
of the Lusitania  Erik Larson
enGendered: God’s Gift of Gender 
Difference in Relationship  
Sam A. Andreades

2014
Mission at Nuremberg  Tim Townsend
The Tyranny of Experts  William Easterly
What’s Your Worldview  
James N. Anderson

2013
Escape from North Korea  
Melanie Kirkpatrick

2012
The Triumph of Christianity 
Rodney Stark

2011
God and Evolution  Jay Richards, ed.
Should Christians Embrace Evolution?  
Norman C. Nevin, ed.

2010
The Battle  Arthur C. Brooks

2009
English Standard Version Study Bible

2008
The Reason for God  Timothy Keller



Novelist Herman Wouk had his 101st birth-
day on May 27. He once said, “Religion and 
art both fight, on different fronts, against 
the dull rust that habit puts on the wonder 
of things.” He’s been able to retain his 

sense of wonder all these years.
One day I was on horseback and rode upon a small group 

of cattle that were licking a spot of bare ground. I had never 
seen such behavior, and it took me a while to figure out 
what they were doing. Years before, the ranch owner had 
put out blocks of salt on that spot, and though we no longer 
used it as a salt station, salt remained in the soil. The 
cattle were craving it.

That seems an apt metaphor for my attraction 
to the novels of Herman Wouk. There was some-
thing in his writing that, as an apprentice author, I 
needed and craved. What he was doing in his 
 novels seemed a perfect match to the literary 
theories I was struggling to develop on 
my own.

From 1975 to 1978 I tried to read 
everything Wouk had written and to 
study his technique. I read several of 
his novels in my pickup as I waited 
for cattle to come to feed. One indica-
tion of my respect for his writing: I 
bought the books so I could under-
line passages and write notes in the 
margins. My wages didn’t permit a 
lot of indulgence in buying hardback 
novels.

That I saw Herman Wouk as a 
model and teacher seems odd, because 
we could hardly have been more differ-
ent. I was a fifth- generation Texan and 
product of a Southern Baptist home, a 
divinity school dropout who was working as a 
ranch cowboy and trying to write novels in the 
early morning hours.

Wouk, by contrast, was the quintessential 
cosmopolitan man: New York–raised; an obser-
vant Orthodox Jew; the grandson of a stern, 
Yiddish-speaking rabbi;  educated at Columbia 
University; a historian, philosopher, Talmudic 
scholar, meticulous researcher, and reader of 
almost everything. Not only had he figured out how 
to write great novels, but he’d found an audience for 
them, operating in the same New York publishing 

environment that seemed to have antibodies against every-
thing I was writing. His books sold millions of copies.

What we had in common, I think, was a deeply held 
belief that a secular worldview will poison art at its roots. 
Wouk didn’t write “religious books,” but his faith gave 
shape to all of his writing and coherence to his view of 
 history. He repudiated the nihilism and moral confusion of 
modern fiction, and that set him apart from almost every 
novelist of the time.

Wouk told huge stories. His two novels about World 
War II, The Winds of War and War and Remembrance, 

sprawled across 2,000 pages and totaled a million 
words. One measure of his greatness: He dared 

to make Adolf Hitler and Heinrich Himmler 
 characters—not cardboard monsters, but complex 
 characters in three dimensions. It was a feat that I 

(and most novelists) would never have attempted.
His Youngblood Hawke was a cautionary 

tale about a talented young novelist from a 
small coal mining town in Kentucky. 
Hawke found the literary success he 
wanted so badly, but burned his candle 
too fast and died young. I felt Wouk was 
making a point that American popular 
culture has a pattern of devouring its 
celebrities, then going in search of 
another snack. Wouk avoided that 
pattern: His stories enjoyed success 
in every medium, yet he had the 
strength of will and moral character 

to keep his own life in its proper 
perspective.

In 1976 I wrote Mr. Wouk a three-
page letter, thanking him for giving his 

readers wisdom as well as entertain-
ment, and for serving as my teacher: 
“Reading Herman Wouk, one is deprived 
of the comfort of being glib, cheap, and 

mediocre. Thank you for sharing this 
insight with a young novelist.”

I owe an enormous debt of gratitude 
to the rabbi’s grandson, and so do the 
readers of my Hank the Cowdog books. I 

consider him one the greatest American 
authors of the 20th century, our Tolstoy or 
Dostoevsky. I hope he is being read and 

studied in college literature classes.
Sadly, I doubt that he is. A
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espite decades of urging, most 
Americans still do not 

believe Darwinist 
explanations. Four big 

groups are putting 
out fascinating books 
as they compete for 
the lead role in cri-
tiquing evolution—

and sometimes they 
don’t get along.

It seems an uneven 
match. On one side sits a 

science Goliath, using evidence 
for proven evolution (animals getting bigger or changing color) to 
sell the unproven doctrine of macroevolution (one kind of animal 
turning into another). On the other side roam Davids skeptical 
about such claims. Prestigious groups like the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science attack them for 
exposing what the AAAS dubs “so-called ‘flaws’ in the theory of 
evolution or ‘disagreements’ within the scientific community.”

The debate seems even more uneven this summer, as the 
 scientific establishment turns up the heat. One example: Fueled 
by $9 million from the Templeton Foundation, the AAAS this 
 summer is inviting seminary professors to “faculty enrichment 
retreats” at historic seaside inns and mountain lodges. For 
 example, from July 18 to 21 “evangelical/conservative Protestant” 
professors will have “positive dialogue” on evolution at the 
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These 40 books show a 
great intellectual ferment 
among critics of evolution

Challenging     
Darwin
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Timberline Lodge in Oregon, where 
they can enjoy “deluxe accommoda-
tions. … Ranger-led walk on Mt. 
Hood (easy trail). Guided stargazing 
and astronomy tour. Stellar dining. … 
Hot tub. …”

Meanwhile, judging from press 
coverage, the only significant 
response from “evolution deniers” is 
a 510-foot-long replica of Noah’s 
Ark to be unveiled in Williamstown, 
Ky., on July 7. The popular Wonkette 
website earlier this year complained 
about this product of a purportedly 
“meth-addled creationist lame brain 
… literal interpretation of the Noah’s 
Ark Bible.” Americans would never 
know from the press generally that a 
great intellectual ferment among 
creationists and intelligent design 
proponents is under way, one that is 
producing many challenging books.   

WORLD normally reviews indi-
vidual books rather than move-
ments, but readers have sent letters 
asking for coverage of whole fields 
such as poverty-fighting, religious 
liberty, and others—and the most 
requests have been for an overall look 
at what’s going on in the creation/
evolution battle. So here goes: Over 
the next six pages I’ll take you on a 
tour of 40 books, most of them 
recently published and produced by 
scholars associated with the four 
leading groups—Institute for 
Creation Research (ICR) and 
Answers in Genesis (AIG) on the 
young-earth/six-day creation side, 
and Reasons to Believe (RTB) 
explicitly and Discovery Institute 
essentially in the old-earth sector 
with the Bible’s “days” interpreted 
as “eons.”

Orthodox Bible scholars disagree 
on which interpretations are valid. 
Some note that the Bible itself says 
that one of God’s days is like a thou-
sand years, but others say the par-
ticular “there was evening, there 
was morning” phrasing in Chapter 1 
of Genesis indicates days of about 
24 hours. That discussion is worth 
many articles in itself, but here I’ll 
just deal with the clashing scientific 
understandings.

ICR’s Creation Basics & 
Beyond: An In-Depth Look at 
Science, Origins, and Evolution 
(ICR, 2013) presents 10 

authors questioning radioisotope 
dating methods, the speed of distant 
starlight, fossil forensics, and much 
besides. They say an old Earth 

would have 
 produced more 
salt and sedi-
ment in the 
oceans, more 
erosion of the 
continents, 
more helium in 
the atmosphere 
and in rocks, 
and so forth. 
They argue that 

an understanding of mutations 
shows humans to have been around 
for thousands rather 2.5 million 
years: “Such a vast time would have 
produced about 125,000 
generations and many 
thousands of mutations. 
Where are all the expected 
human SNVs [single-nucle-
otide variant mutations]?”

That book points to a 
key contention of those 
who believe the universe is 
thousands rather than 
 billions of years old: If we 
assume a uniformity of natural 
processes over time, some of our 
measurements are way off. For 
example, The Book of Beginnings 
(ICR, 2012), two volumes by ICR 

President Henry Morris III, takes 
issue with conventional dating. He 
writes that “spiral galaxies should 
not exist if they are billions of years 
old. The stars near their centers 
rotate around the galactic cores 
faster than stars at the perimeters. If 
a cosmology based on long ages is 
correct, they should have blended 
into disk-shaped galaxies by now.”

Six-day creationists tell us we 
should not assume uniformity 
because the Bible itself tells us not 
to. For example, two of the first four 
rivers mentioned in the Bible no 
longer exist. The Bible records pre-
flood humans living for hundreds of 
years, but the maximum over recent 
millennia as 120, with 70 years most 
common. Noah’s flood transformed 
the continents. (This year is the 
55th anniversary of a book that 
rekindled young-earth creationism: 
The Genesis Flood: The Biblical 

Record and Its Scientific 
Implications, by Henry M. 
Morris and John 
Whitcomb, which P&R 
republished in 2011.)

Another ICR 
researcher, Tim Clarey, 
forthrightly acknowledges 
that claims by some 
 creationists to have found 
human footprints along-

side dinosaur footprints 
along the Paluxy River in Texas 
don’t have a leg to stand on. Clarey’s 
Dinosaurs (Master Books, 2015) 
takes issue with Darwinians who 

argue that birds are 
descended from dino-
saurs. (I heard a tour 
guide at the American 
Museum of Natural 
History in New York 
City asking his group, 
“Did you see a dino-
saur fly this morn-
ing?”) Clarey flatly 
declares, “Dinosaurs 
are not birds,” as he 
critiques the evidence 
for Archaeopteryx as 
the missing link 
between dinosaurs 
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and birds: Clarey points out that 
no dinosaur skin imprint over 
the past 150 years has shown any 
feathery projections.

Answers in Genesis is the 
 creator of the new Noah’s Ark, 
but AIG also publishes scholarly 
research. Like ICR, it argues that 
both the earth’s magnetic field and 
its biological material are decaying 
too fast to have been around for eons. 
Both diamonds and deep geologic 
strata have too much carbon-14. 
Minerals have too much helium. 
The sea doesn’t have enough salt, 
and the seafloor doesn’t have 
enough mud. Natural radioactivity, 
mutations, and decay degrade DNA.

The two-volume Earth’s 
Catastrophic Past: Geology, Creation 

& the Flood (Master 
Books and AIG, 2014) is 
a comprehensive attack 
on uniformitarian con-
tentions that geological 
and other processes 
proceeded in the past 

at the same pace they 
now do. Geologist Andrew Snelling 
argues that during creation week 
“convective circulation in the 
 mantle, partial melting, and magna 
generation would have occurred at 
rates many orders of magnitude 
faster than the rates of similar pro-
cesses observed today. … Within 
three literal 24-hour days of the 
Creation Week, Earth’s crustal rocks 
would have ‘aged’ by billions of 
years, according to the radioisotope 

‘clocks’ if measured at today’s decay 
rates.”

Snelling provides details about 
sedimentation and fossilization and 
writes that fossil graveyards, includ-
ing coal beds, “show convincing 
 evidence of rapid and catastrophic 
deposition of sediments on an enor-
mous scale. … Coalification is a quick 
process that does not require long 
periods of time.” He states that “God 
would have creatively used acceler-
ated geologic and other processes to 
form and shape” what became dry 
land. He argues that because of rates 
of carbon-14 formation, the amount 
of carbon-14 contained in artifacts 
and specimens from early post-flood 
dates would make them seem much 
older than their real-time ages.
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CAN WE GET ALONG?
I come away from all this reading thinking that both old-
earth and 6-day-24-hour creationists put forward 
 plausible arguments, and neither should excommunicate 

their opposites. Could it be that both are 
right? Seven Days That Divide the World 
(Zondervan, 2011), by John Lennox, a 
72-year-old Oxford math and science 
 professor, separates the question of the 
earth’s age from the interpretation of the 
creation days’ length. 

Lennox argues that Scripture does not 
demand creation in six consecutive 
24-hour days. He suggests that creation 
may have occurred during six days of 

 normal length, each with evening and 
morning, but separated by long periods of time: “The 
outworking of the potential of each creative fiat would 
occupy an unspecified period of time after that particu-
lar creation day. One consequence of this is that we 
would expect to find what geologists tell us we do 
find—fossil evidence revealing the sudden appearance 
of new levels of complexity, followed by 
 periods during which there was no more 
creation (in the sense of God speaking to 
inaugurate something radically new).”

I don’t expect strong advocates of 
competing positions to embrace 
Lennox’s, but the debate among 
 creationists and intelligent design 
adherents now may parallel the 
debate among pro-life leaders 27 

years ago. Back then the pro-life movement suffered 
from infighting, with some demanding an all-or-nothing 
approach (a constitutional amendment protecting all 
unborn life) and others proposing an all-or-something 
approach (until all gain protection, save as many as pos-
sible). Similarly, some creationists with a precise sense 
of the time attack those who focus primarily on the 
Creator and say the length of the process is secondary—
and ire goes the other way as well.

Happily, quarterly meetings among pro-life leaders 
that began in 1989 helped to forge an informal truce 
among the warring parties. Absolutists and incremental-
ists learned to get along. Most came to agree on pro-life 
boundaries: Partner with all those whose goal is to pro-
tect all babies. Do not attack those who realize this goal 
will not be achieved quickly. Do not partner with those 
who favor the abortion of Down syndrome babies, or 
those conceived in rape, or those whose continued exis-
tence might affect the mental health of the mothers.

Could leaders from many groups, including the Big 
Four—ICR, AIG, Discovery, RTB—see if they can get 
along, as pro-life leaders did? After all, all four agree that 
life is the product of God’s design and not random forces. 
The names of all four of the biggest organizations have 

merit. Creation research is important, since we 
should not leave the scientific field to 

 evolutionists’ inferences. Answers do 
reside in Genesis. We can and should 

present reasons to believe, as Luke 
did when he authored the book of 
Acts. With God’s grace we can dis-
cover the truth, and it will make us 
free. These groups should be allies, 
not combatants. —M.O.



Snelling also argues that the 
number of supernova remnants 
astronomers observe is consistent 
with a galaxy created 6,000-7,000 
years ago but not with one billions 
of years old. He says comets are 
short-lived, so based on their 
observed age, the maximum age of 
the solar system should be about 
10,000 years. AIG’s latest attack on 
uniformitarianism comes in 
Grappling with the Chronology of the 
Genesis Flood, edited by Snelling 
and Steven Boyd (Master Books, 
2014): They scrutinize the biblical 
text and the geological, geophysical, 
and paleontological issues it raises.

Terry Mortenson’s The Great 
Turning Point (Master Books, 2004) 
shows that pre-Darwin theologians 
who broke with previous biblical 
interpretation tilled the ground on 
which old-earth understandings 
could quickly take root. Later, vari-
ous scientific methods of dating 
backed up old-earth claims, but (as 
Snelling argues) they assumed 
 uniform rates of change: If decay 
rates measured by radioactive dating 
have been constant for millions and 
billions of years, the earth must be 
old; but we have no evidence for 
that assumption.

And Snelling refers to one other 
intriguing notion: the “appearance 
of age” argument originally devel-
oped by Philip Henry Gosse in his 
1857 book Omphalos: An Attempt to 
Untie the Geological Knot, which is 
newly published online. Gosse 
argued that God thousands (not 
 billions) of years ago made soil, 
plants, and mature fruit trees, along 
with animals with the appearance of 
age. God also created Adam and Eve 
as adults, and Jesus turned water 
into wine that had the appearance 
of age: no deception, because the 
Bible tells us what God was doing.

In A Matter of Days (RTB, 2015 
edition), Reasons to Believe founder 
and president Hugh Ross gives 
numerous scientific reasons to 
 disbelieve claims of recent creation 
in 24-hour days. Among them: the 
instability of young stars, the decaying 

of most radioactive iso-
topes, the measurements 
of stars’ distance from 
Earth, and coral ring 
 evidence. Ross attacks 
young-earth  arguments 
that continents erode too 
quickly for Earth to be 
old, lunar dust  accumulates too 
quickly, and Earth’s magnetic field 
decays too rapidly. Dozens more 
takedowns of specific claims dot the 
book.

Ross in Navigating Genesis (RTB, 
2014) flatly says, “multiple indepen-
dent lines of evidence contradict the 
hypothesis of a radiometric decay-
rate change during Noah’s flood.” 
He cites astronomical, core drill, 
tree ring, and biological evidence, 

and goes on to criticize global 
flood models because of their 
“implausible plate tectonics” 
and the evidence of biodepos-
its. He says “isotope evidence 
indicates that marine life was 
present and abundant on 
Earth as early as 3.8 billion 

years ago.”
Ross sees this long lead time 

before the human drama begins as 
not a theological weakness but an 
indication of God’s kindness: Over 
billions of years “God endowed 
humans with abundant biological 
resources. … Trillions of barrels of oil, 
trillions of tons of coal, quadrillions 
of cubic feet of natural gas.” Ross lays 
this out point by point in his Why 
the Universe Is the Way It Is (Baker, 
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CLASSICS AND NEW ENTRIES
This year brings the 25th anniversary of Phillip Johnson’s Darwin on Trial 
(IVP, 1991) which jump-started the intelligent design movement. Johnson, 

a University of California law professor, interrogated 
Darwinism the way a trial lawyer would a defendant and 
found that the theory lacked supportive evidence. 
Johnson’s other books include Defeating Darwinism by 
Opening Minds (IVP, 1997), which clearly and concisely 
applies critical thinking to macroevolution’s unsupport-
able assumptions.

Two other pairs of books deserve mention. Michael 
Behe’s Darwin’s Black Box: The Biochemical Challenge to 
Evolution (Free Press, 1998) 
shows how Darwinism cannot 
answer the challenges of 

irreducible complexity, 
since so many radical changes would 
need to occur at once for new organs 
and new creatures to arise. Nine years 
later Behe struck again with The 
Edge of Evolution: The Search for the 
Limits of Darwinism (Free Press, 
2007), which showed (for example) 
that a change in a particular malarial 
protein required two mutations, not 
just one, and thus increased exponen-
tially the change’s unlikelihood.

WORLD’s 2011 Books of the Year were God 
and Evolution (Discovery, edited by Jay Richards), 
and Should Christians Embrace Evolution? (P&R, edited by Norman 
Nevin). The former notes that what some scientists a few years ago con-
sidered “junk DNA” is actually valuable: The “junk” regulates the timing of 
DNA replication, tags sites that need their genetic material rearranged, 
guides RNA splicing and editing, helps chromosomes fold properly, and 
regulates embryo development. The latter gives additional evidence in 
that regard, and shows how genome mapping demonstrates irrefutably 
that man and great apes did not have common ancestors. —M.O.
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2008): “The 
 universe must 
be as massive as 
it is or human 
life would not be 
possible.” The 

universe must be old, for essential 
heavy elements and long-
range radioactive isotopes 
need to build up. The uni-
verse is lonely and dark, 
and both those negatives are 
positive for advanced life.

In Who Was Adam? 
(RTB, 2015), Ross and Fazale 
Rana state that “God created 
the first humans (Adam and 
Eve) both physically and 
spiritually through direct interven-
tion. … All humanity came from 
Adam and Eve. … God created Adam 
and Eve relatively recently, between 
10,000 and 100,000 years ago.” RTB, 
along with ICR and AIG, criticizes 
“theistic evolution,” the idea that 
God relied on natural-process bio-
logical evolution to create new life 
forms, with humans evolving 
from hominids: Attempts “to 
identify the evolutionary path-
ways to modern humans will 
ultimately prove unfruitful.”

Origins of Life by Rana and 
Ross (RTB, 2014) argues:  
“Life appeared early in Earth’s 
history, while the planet was 

still in its primordial state. … Life 
originated abruptly. … Earth’s first 
life displays complexity.” That view 
dramatically opposes evolutionary 
theories that “chemical pathways 
produced life’s building blocks. … 
Life appeared gradually on Earth 

over a long period of time. … 
Earth’s first life was  simple.” 
Fazale Rana’s Creating Life 
in the Lab (Baker, 2011) 
argues that laboratory cre-
ation of artificial life-forms 
shows undirected chemi-
cal processes cannot pro-
duce a living being, and 
thus undermines macro-
evolutionary explanations.

While ICR and AIG fight main-
stream science’s dating of the earth 
and life, Ross is fine with current 
currents: “The biblical implication 
that Earth’s first life was marine … 
fits the research data … part of the 
biblical creation story bears a 
remarkable resemblance to the sci-
entific evidence for the Cambrian 

explosion,” dated at 520 mil-
lion to 530 million years ago.

The Discovery Institute’s 
flagships are Stephen 
Meyer’s two major books 
published by HarperOne, 
Signature in the Cell (2009) 
and Darwin’s Doubt (2013). 
The former shows how cells M
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DESIGN FOR 
STUDENTS
Answers in Genesis publishes 
many books for children, 
including Ken Ham’s Dinosaurs 
of Eden (Master Books, 
new edition, 2015) 
and Ruth Carter’s I 
Really, Really, Really 
Want to Learn About 
Ape-Men (AIG, 2015).

Two short ICR 
books written by 
Randy Guliuzza and 
suitable for Christian 
high-school or college 
use—Made in His Image: 
Examining the Complexities of 
the Human Body (2009) and 
Clearly Seen: Constructing 
Solid Arguments for Design 
(2012)—zestfully show how 
living creatures proclaim 
God’s engineering genius. The 
first gives lots of specific 
detail on how God made us to 
do amazing things, including 
throwing a baseball at more 
than 90 miles per hour. (Well, 
some of us.) The second, also 
well-written, shows how “the 
whole universe … continually 
broadcasts the evidence for 
God’s handiwork.”

Discovering Intelligent 
Design: A Journey Into the 
Scientific Evidence (2013), by 
Gary Kemper, Hallie Kemper, 
and Casey Luskin, is 
Discovery’s entry into the 
homeschool and private 
school market. (Discovery, in 
conjunction with Illustra 
Media, also puts out excellent 
videos.) One section on cos-
mic design examines Big Bang 
cosmology, fine-tuning of the 
universe and planet Earth, and 
materialist attempts to 
explain fine-tuning. A section 
on the complexity of life 
explains the importance of 
biological information, 
describes “irreducible com-
plexity,” and debunks “junk 
DNA” talk. The text also skew-
ers Darwinist frauds, including 
highly publicized “transitional 
forms,” and shows the abrupt 
appearance of new organisms 
in the fossil record. —M.O.

Paleontology 
students and 
volunteers dig 
for fossils in 
Mantua, N.J.



are much more complex than 
Charles Darwin suspected. The 
 latter focuses on “the Cambrian 
explosion,” that era when many 
major phyla suddenly emerged. 
Darwin had no explanation 
for the sudden proliferation of 
so many different, immensely 
complicated designs. (He 
called it “inexplicable.”)

How likely is it that the 
innovative designs of complex 
creatures arose from random 
mutation? One in 10 trillion 
trillion trillions, Meyer writes, 
and he puts that into a word picture: 
Visualize a swimming pool the size 
of our galaxy, with a blindfolded 
man dropped into the middle of it 
and required to swim to the one 
spot on the edge of the pool where a 
ladder will give him a way out. His 
summary: “DNA sequences can 
mutate indefinitely and still not pro-
duce a new body plan, regardless of 
the amount of time and the number 
of mutational trials available to the 

evolutionary process. Genetic muta-
tions are simply the wrong tool for 
the job at hand.”

David Berlinski in The Deniable 
Darwin (Discovery, 2009) 

also shows how the 
 evidence undercuts 
 macroevolution: Darwin 
“conceived of evolution in 
terms of small variations 
among organisms, varia-
tions which by a process 
of accretion allow one 
species to change contin-
uously into another.” The 

evidence has not been forthcoming: 
“If life progressed by an accumula-
tion of small changes, as 
they say it has, the fossil 
record should reflect its 
flow, the dead stacked up 
in barely separated strata. 
But for well over 150 
years, the dead have been 
remarkably diffident 
about confirming 
Darwin’s theory.”

Michael Flannery’s Alfred 
Russel Wallace: A Rediscovered 
Life (Discovery, 2011) shows 
how Charles Darwin took 
credit for the discovery of evo-
lution and his co-discoverer, 
Wallace, was forgotten. 
Maybe that’s because Darwin 
made the intellectual world 
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Wallace

THEISTIC EVOLUTION?
Technological advance—ultrasounds that let us see 
what within the womb was formerly hidden—also 
helped the pro-life movement, and scientific advance is 
helping the pro-creation movement. Increased 
understanding of cellular complexity, along 
with the omnipresence of computer 
 programs and apps, is making 
Darwinist denial of the importance of 
information less acceptable. When 
Bill Gates says, “Human DNA is like a 
computer program but far, far more 
advanced than any software we’ve 
ever created,” more people wonder 
who the Programmer is.

Sadly, the advance of “theistic 
evolution” is under-
cutting that advance. 
Christian academics who 
adopt that position can avoid ruf-
fling the feathers of their Darwinist 
 colleagues, but they can learn about 
some of the scientific flaws in that 
approach from Wayne Rossiter’s Shadow 
of Oz: Theistic Evolution and the Absent 

God (Pickwick, 2015). They can also learn from Charles 
Hodge, the great 19th-century theologian and Princeton 
professor who critiqued Darwinian evolution in an 1874 
book now internet-available for free, What Is Darwinism?

In a section on “Theism in Unscriptural Forms,” 
Hodge wrote of those who “admit the being of 

God, who depart from the scriptural 
 doctrine as to his relation to the world. 

According to some, God created 
 matter and endowed it with certain 
 properties. … According to others, 
He created not only matter, but life, 
[and since then] has no more to do 
with the world, than a shipbuilder 
has with the ship he has constructed, 

when it is launched and far off upon 
the ocean.”

Hodge asked how intricate marvels 
like our eyes emerged, and noted the the-

istic evolutionist belief that “they were fore-
seen and purposed by God, and that He endowed 

matter with forces which He foresaw and intended 
should produce such results.” Hodge called this theory 
“utterly inconsistent with the Scriptures” and “inconsis-
tent with obvious facts. We see around us  innumerable 
evidences of the constant activity of mind.” —M.O.

BOOKS 



safe for atheism while Wallace 
declared: “The wonderful activity of 
cell life convinces me that it is 
guided by intelligence and con-
sciousness. I cannot comprehend 
how any just and unprejudiced 
mind, fully aware of this amazing 
activity, can persuade itself to 
believe that the whole thing is a 
blind and unintelligent accident.”

In Debating Darwin’s Doubt 
(Discovery, 2015), a follow-up to 
Meyer’s work edited by David 
Klinghoffer, Casey Luskin shows 
how “evolutionary mechanisms we 
observe in the present day operate 
at rates that are too slow to explain 
what took place in the Cambrian 
period.” Discovery also supports the 
work of Biologic Institute Director 
Douglas Axe, whose book 
Undeniable: How Biology Confirms 
Our Intuition That Life Is Designed 
(HarperOne) will be published next 
month. Axe argues that we all know 
we need knowledge to accomplish 

tasks, and we all know deep down 
that the knower for inventing life 
can only be God. Axe then shows 
how Darwinists who want us to 
suppress our intuition avoid looking 
at the gaping hole in their theory. 

Darwin’s 157-year-old theory is 
more vulnerable than ever: That’s a 
big takeaway from the growing 
intellectual ferment. If Darwin had 
titled his famous book, “On the 
Origin of Changes in Species,” 
he would have been accurate. 
But neither he nor his suc-
cessors have proved what 
he said his famous 1859 
book explained: the Origin 
of Species, how new body 
plans come into existence.

This year brings the 
30th anniversary of biologist 
Michael Denton’s Evolution: 
A Theory in Crisis (Adler & 
Adler, 1986), which showed 
how Darwin’s hope that 
researchers would find evi-
dence of gradual evolutionary 
change was still unfulfilled. 
Denton’s new book, Evolution: 
Still a Theory in Crisis (Discovery, 
2016), presents examples of how 
Darwinians are still in a rut. “No 
forms illustrating a genuinely 
 transitional state between a fin and 
a limb have come to light,” Denton 
writes. “The great divisions in the 
natural order are still as profound 
as ever.” AD
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DARWINISM’S 
IMPACT
What difference does accept-
ing macroevolution make? We 
can learn much from what 
happened once Darwinism 
began to rule. Historian 
Richard Weikart has written 
three good books on how 
evolutionary thinking became 
murderous in the hands of 
those who were not gentle-
manly like Charles Darwin 
himself. Weikart’s From 
Darwin to Hitler: Evolutionary 
Ethics, Eugenics, and Racism 
in Germany and Hitler’s Ethic: 
The Nazi Pursuit of 
Evolutionary Progress 
(Palgrave Macmillan, 2004 
and 2009) tell one of the 20th 
century’s saddest stories. 

This year Regnery 
Faith published 
Weikart’s The Death of 
Humanity—and the 
Case for Life. Other 

streams of thought 
besides 

Darwinism have 
joined to cre-
ate a surging, 
bloody river, 
but the com-
mon source 
of them all is 
the belief that 

God is dead 
and the Bible is 
defunct. 
Justifications 
for genocide, 
forced famine, 
and compul-
sory steriliza-
tion become 

common when 
dictators per-

ceive humans as 
either animals or 
machines. It’s one 
small step from 
Darwinism to 
infanticide and 

“assisted suicide.”
—M.O.

If Darwin had titled his famous 
book, ‘On the Origin of Changes 
in Species,’ he would have been 
accurate. But neither he nor his 
successors have proved what 
he said his famous 1859 book 
explained: the Origin of 
Species, how new body plans 
come into existence.
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An unusual, sold-out 
classical performance 

took place one recent April 
night in the stone crypt of 
Harlem’s Church of the 

Intercession. The audience 
of about 150 filtered in, 
l ugging appetizers and 
drinks, and found precious 
chairs or floor space. The 

ensemble of string musi-
cians about to perform 
 loitered, laughing together 
and sipping wine. A com-
poser premiering a piece 
that night wore a hoodie.

“If you didn’t buy a 
ticket, come see me after,” 
said one of the organizers.

This is the decidedly 
casual and inviting 
 atmosphere of Groupmuse 
performances—which 
 typically take place in 
someone’s living room, and 
 occasionally crypts. 
Groupmuse, a startup that 
organizes classical house 

concerts, began three years 
ago in Boston as the idea of 
Columbia University grad 
and classical music nut 
Sam Bodkin.

Groupmuse members 
can volunteer to host a 
 concert at their homes, and 
Groupmuse finds the high-
caliber musicians to per-
form, then posts upcoming 
concerts on its website. As a 
layer of security, Groupmuse 
requires concertgoers to 
become members via their 
Facebook or LinkedIn pro-
files. Hosts have to approve 
each concertgoer. 

Millennials  
for Mozart

Lifestyle
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A STARTUP IS TRYING TO REVIVE LIVE 
CLASSICAL MUSIC FOR YOUNGER 
AUDIENCES by Emily Belz in New York
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Groupmuse imposes no 
charge but asks concert-
goers to donate at least $10 
directly to the musicians. 
In New York, the concerts 
sell out quickly.

The company now has 
about 40,000 members and 
has hosted about 1,500 
concerts in Boston, New 
York, San Francisco, 
Seattle, Denver, Chicago, 
and Washington, D.C. It’s 
currently expanding to 
smaller cities that have a 
stable of classical musi-
cians, like Rochester, N.Y., 
and Cleveland. Midlevel 
cities are Bodkin’s dream 
destination: After all, he 
points out, New York 
doesn’t necessarily need 
“more art.”

Most Groupmuse con-
certgoers are in their 20s or 
30s, precisely the audiences 
that elite orchestras are 
failing to reach. Symphony 
audiences are famously 
aging and decreasing in 
number. Corporate dona-
tions to orchestras are 
down, and even major sym-
phonies have gone through 
bankruptcy. Attendance is 
declining at live artistic 
performances in general, 
like theater and classical 
concerts, according to a 
2012 National Endowment 
for the Arts report. Many 
attendees at Groupmuse 
concerts aren’t classical 
music aficionados: They 
come because the concerts 
seem fun.

“Familiarity with classi-
cal music in our generation 
is so low,” said Bodkin, who 
is 26. “All you need is one 
or two of these evenings to 
understand that Beethoven 
is no joke.”

Bodkin thinks his com-
pany isn’t a replacement 
for symphony concerts, but 

is creating a new audience 
for orchestras. Perhaps, he 
hopes, current Groupmuse 
members will someday be 
the ones donating to the 
New York Philharmonic 
because they’ve grown to 
appreciate live classical 
music.

The company has also 
partnered with orchestras 
and other arts organiza-
tions in its host cities, 
developing niche events 
with discounted tickets for 
its members. In New York, 
the Chamber Music Society 
of Lincoln Center recently 
invited Groupmuse mem-
bers to a concert featuring 
the score from Psycho, as 
well as pieces from 
Maurice Ravel and Franz 
Schubert, with food and 
drink afterward.

Last fall Groupmuse 
won a small seed round of 
investment, and then raised 
$140,000 on Kickstarter. 
Bodkin is hopeful that by 
the end of this year, the 
company and its 3½ 
employees will be finan-
cially sustainable. For now, 
“we’re happy to be broke,” 
he said. The company is 
slowly rolling out a $3 
 reservation fee, which will 
help the bottom line and 
will address the problem of 
no-shows at the free 
concerts.

At another Groupmuse 
gathering in a cozier 
Harlem living room, a quin-
tet performed Mozart’s 
String Quintet No. 4 in G 
Minor. The piece is espe-
cially powerful when string 
musicians are performing a 
few feet away. You can 
watch the musicians follow 
each other with their eyes, 
and breathe together. They 
stayed to talk about Mozart 
afterward. People 

exchanged email addresses.
“House concerts have 

been going on as long as 
classical music has been 
played,” said violist Luke 
Fleming. But such concerts 
more often entertained 
friends or donors. 
Groupmuse, Fleming said, 
has tapped into something 
making classical concerts 
“less intimidating” to 
attend.

Some of the musicians 
are Juilliard students look-
ing for a gig, while others 
are elite professionals. 
Fleming, who performed 
at the Church of the 
Intercession with the 
string ensemble, leads his 
own chamber group, 
Manhattan Chamber 
Players. He has a Ph.D. 
from Juilliard and was a 
member of the highly 
regarded Attacca Quartet—
so he’s not a starving artist. 
But he’s willing to play 
wherever audiences are, 
even if they’re in a boomy 
church basement. This 
summer his chamber group 
is performing at a brewery 
in New Orleans.

“Modern audiences are 
willing to sacrifice what 
musicians think of as 
acoustic superiority in 
favor of proximity,” said 
Fleming. He enjoys these 
kinds of performances, 

where he feels he connects 
with the audience.

At the concert in the 
church crypt, the musi-
cians from the ensemble, 
Shattered Glass, threw 
down extra rugs to help 
with the acoustics. The 
ensemble, suddenly formal 
and poised, took their 
places and performed the 
premiere of Transition 
Behavior by Pascal Le 
Boeuf and then another 
contemporary piece, 
Chaâbi by Tarik O’Regan. 
Le Boeuf and O’Regan both 
introduced their own 
pieces. The ensemble 
closed with Tchaikovsky’s 
Souvenir de Florence. 
People clapped between 
movements— verboten in a 
concert hall—and some 
snapped photos. But for 
this evening, phones were 
mostly out of sight. A 
shouting ovation filled the 
crypt at the end of the 
performance.

Bodkin says he is not a 
Christian, having grown up 
in a secular Jewish house-
hold, but he thinks of 
Groupmuse gatherings as 
something akin to church. 
He said people have “spiri-
tual needs,” and these works 
of music, shared with real 
people in real time, help 
“block out the white noise 
of modernity.” A
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Last month 
doctors 

reported that a 
strain of antibiotic- 
resistant E. coli had 
infected a 49-year-
old woman in 
Pennsylvania. The 
alarming case is the 
first time scientists 
have found bacteria 
carrying mcr-1, a 
gene resistant to the 
drug colistin, in the 
United States.

“It is the end of the 
road for antibiotics 
unless we act urgently,” 
said Thomas Frieden, the 
director of the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, in a speech at 
The National Press Club.

Colistin is typically a 
last-ditch treatment 
option for people 
infected with multidrug-
resistant bacteria. 
Doctors successfully 
treated the Pennsylvania 
woman with a different 
kind of antibiotic, but 

that approach may not 
work for every patient.

The case, reported in 
Antimicrobial Agents and 
Chemotherapy on May 
26, is alarming because of 
the potential for the 
resistant bacteria to 
spread. Until November 
2015, when doctors 
reported a similar case in 
China, all known colistin 
resistance was due to 
DNA mutations within 
chromosomes—a kind of 
resistance not easily 
spread to other strains of 
bacteria.

But researchers found 

the new strain of E. 
coli did not become 
resistant through 
typical chromo-
somal mutations 
but by acquiring a 
plasmid, a circular 
unit of DNA that 
replicates within 
a cell but outside of 
chromosomes. 
Plasmids are easily 
transferable to 

other bacteria and carry 
instructions bacteria can 
use to protect themselves 
from antibiotics.

Meanwhile, research-
ers continue to study the 
use of bacteriophages, 
viruses that infect and 
destroy bacterial cells. 
The biopharmaceutical 
company AmpliPhi 
Biosciences is currently 
testing a phage-based 
antibacterial therapy that 
would treat drug-resistant 
infections. It expects to 
report final data on first-
stage human trials later 
this year.

N O T E B O O K     Science
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Very premature babies have a better chance of surviving outside the womb than ever 
before, thanks to medical advances. A new study shows that the age of viability, considered 
by many doctors to be about 24 weeks of gestation, may now be closer to 22 weeks.

German researchers, publishing in JAMA Pediatrics on May 23, found that 67 percent of 
babies born at 22 to 23 weeks of gestation and given active medical care survived until 
hospital discharge.

The new research shows an even higher survival rate than that reported one year ago. 
A study published in The New England Journal of Medicine in May 2015 found that 23 
 percent of babies born at 22 weeks and one-third of babies born at 23 weeks survived 
with treatment.

The improved survival rates could also save some babies from abortion: Many states 
legally ban most abortions at the point of fetal viability. —J.B.
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Rise of the superbugs?
NEW STRAIN OF DRUG-RESISTANT BACTERIA  
WORRIES U.S. DOCTORS by Julie Borg

PREEMIE IMPROVEMENTS

E. coli bacteria Scientists have long known 
of a link between maternal 
 smoking during pregnancy 
and later attention and 
behavioral  problems in 
 children. But the mechanism 
by which smoking causes these 
problems has been unclear.

Now researchers have 
found evidence that nicotine 
exposure before birth can 
 trigger widespread genetic 
changes.

During a study published in 
Nature Neuroscience on May 
30, the researchers exposed 
mice to nicotine, both in utero 
and during the initial postnatal 
period. The mice subsequently 
showed behavioral problems 
that mimicked the symptoms 
of attention deficit disorder in 
humans.

The researchers found that 
nicotine had impaired genes in 
the mice essential to the 
 creation of synapses, brain 
connections that permit nerve 
cells to pass signals to one 
another.

When the scientists blocked 
the effects of the nicotine, the 
mice showed normal attention 
ability. —J.B.

GENES ON 
NICOTINE
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Since “Muhammad Ali” is one of 
Islam’s favorite names, Muslims 

around the world usually referred to 
the great boxer who died on June 3 as 
Muhammad Ali Clay—ironically 
 calling him by the “slave” name he 
dropped the day after he became 
world heavyweight champion.

“Muslims wanted a hero to repre-
sent them, and Clay was the only 
Muslim champion,” said Jordanian 
law professor Mohammed Omari. 
Jordan’s King Abdullah II wrote on 
his Twitter account, “The world has 
lost today a great unifying champion 
whose punches transcended borders 
and nations.”

Ali, quick with his wit and light on 
his feet, controversial and beloved, 
died at the age of 74 after a 35-year 
boxing match with Parkinson’s disease. 
He had grown up in a time of racism, 
and that contributed to his estrange-
ment from the Baptist beliefs he heard 
as a child in Louisville, Ky.

During his early boxing trips, Ali 
had to stay in the car with his team-
mates while trainer Joe Martin bought 
them hamburgers. When he came 
back to Louisville in 1960 as Olympic 
light heavyweight champion, Chamber 
of Commerce leaders issued a citation 

but said they were too busy to host a 
dinner.

Ali later said he threw his gold 
medal in the river after a fight with a 
white motorcycle gang, when he and a 
friend were kicked out of a whites-
only restaurant. But businessmen in 
town recognized his potential as a pro-
fessional, and he signed a contract 
with Louisville millionaires who sent 
him to a top trainer in Miami.

Ali became world champion by 
hammering the face of heavily favored 
Sonny Liston in 1964. Three years later 
Ali received his draft notice for the U.S. 
Army, but refused to join and requested 
conscientious objector status. Boxing 
officials suspended Ali from competi-
tion and stripped him of his title. Ali 
faced a possible prison term, but his 
case went all the way to the Supreme 
Court, which ruled in his favor in 1971.

Over the years, people who knew 
Ali described him as a compassionate 
man of principle. He seemed to like 
everyone he met, other than a few 
boxing adversaries. He once drove 
hours to visit a terminally ill child. 
Another time he spent half an hour 
sitting in the ninth-floor window of a 
Los Angeles building talking with a 
man who threatened suicide. Then Ali 

walked out of the 
building, an arm 
over the saved 
man’s shoulders.

Critics thought 
Ali’s three-year lay-

off from boxing would kill his career, 
but some of Ali’s most memorable 
fights, including three with Joe 
Frazier, came in the 1970s. One match 
against George Foreman, in 1974 in 
Zaire, became known as The Rumble 
in the Jungle. “Ali, booma-ya,” the 
60,000 fans chanted, “Ali, kill him.”  
For seven rounds, Ali leaned against 
the ropes while Foreman pounded 
him. Then, in the eighth round, he 
exploded on an exhausted Foreman, 
knocking him out in a flurry of punches.

The beatings he had taken caught up 
with Ali in 1981. He retired from boxing 
and began traveling the world in what 
he called a missionary role. He met 
world leaders and thousands of others 
in huge receptions. He went on diplo-
matic trips to Africa and Iraq, and in 
1996 he lit the Olympic torch. President 
George W. Bush in 2005 awarded Ali 
the Presidential Medal of Freedom, 
the nation’s highest civilian honor. A 

—Jae Wasson is a World Journalism 
Institute graduate

Ali prays in 
the mosque 
at his former 
training camp 
in Deer Lake, 
Pa., in 1991.
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An American icon
MUHAMMAD ALI LED AN AMAZING LIFE INSIDE AND 
OUTSIDE THE BOXING RING by Jae Wasson
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These aren’t the best of days for 
the online lending industry. 

Renaud Laplanche, the founder of 
industry leader Lending Club, resigned 
as CEO in May after news surfaced 
that Lending Club had misrepresented 
its lending practices. The next day, the 
U.S. Treasury Department released a 
report calling for greater scrutiny of 
the rapidly growing industry.

Before barging in with new restric-
tions, regulators should take a deep 
breath and count to 10.

Online lenders tout themselves as 
the new way for consumers and small 
businesses to borrow in the 21st cen-
tury. Most of these borrowers currently 
use bank loans and credit cards for 
their borrowing needs. But bank loans 
can be very hard to get, especially 
when the economy is shaky. The only 
way to get a bank loan, the joke goes, is 
to show you don’t need it. Credit cards 
are much easier to come by, but their 
interest rates are often sky-high.

Enter Lending Club and its com-
petitors—such as Prosper Marketplace 

and SoFi in California and Zopa and 
RateSetter in London. Online lenders 
play matchmaker between investors 
and borrowers, sidestepping the tradi-
tional borrowing process altogether. 
Loan applicants need only go to a 
 website and fill out a simple form. The 
money comes from investors who are 
attracted by the opportunity to earn a 
fairly generous return.

The original idea was for ordinary 
people to make loans to other ordinary 
people. That’s why it’s often called 
“peer-to-peer” lending. In reality, 
hedge funds and other sophisticated 
players provide most of the funding, so 
some now call it “marketplace lending.”

Even for those of us who think 
online lending is a clever and important 
innovation, there’s something worry-
ingly familiar about the business model. 
Online lenders like to compare them-
selves to Uber, Amazon, and other dis-
ruptive innovations that have lowered 
costs for consumers. But the business 
model also looks a little like the rush 
to make loans to anyone and everyone 

that occurred 
during the 
 housing  bubble 
before the Great 
Recession.

Lending Club’s current crisis is a 
warning sign. The company has grown 
rapidly—according to its website, it 
had funded $18.7 billion in loans as of 
the end of March, including $2.7 billion 
last quarter alone. Lending Club 
apparently misrepresented the quality 
of $22 million in loans that it sold to 
the investment bank Jefferies. The 
Justice Department has now opened 
an investigation. Perhaps this was 
 isolated misbehavior, but it could 
 signal deeper problems.

It would be a mistake, though, 
to smother the industry with new 
regulations. Online lending provides 
valuable competition for bank loans 
and credit cards, and thus fills an 
important niche.

A new study co-authored by 
Columbia Law School professor 
Robert J. Jackson Jr. shows just how 
quickly heavy-handed intervention 
could leave its mark. After the U.S. 
Court of Appeals held last year that 
loans made in New York, Vermont, 
and Connecticut are subject to those 
states’ interest rate restrictions, rather 
than to the laws of the lenders’ home 
states, online lenders immediately 
started acting like banks. Borrowers 
with high credit scores could still get a 
loan, but the interest rate restrictions 
prevented the online lenders from 
charging higher interest rates to riskier 
borrowers, so the lenders stopped 
making those loans.

Online lending isn’t likely to disap-
pear. The simplified process makes 
too much sense, and it draws on 
 technology younger Americans have 
grown up with.

But its immediate future may 
depend on Lending Club’s response to 
its scandal. If Lending Club comes 
clean, and imposes stricter oversight 
of its lending process, perhaps regula-
tors will be dissuaded from microman-
aging the industry. If not, the most 
exciting recent innovation in lending 
may soon lose its luster. A

Competitors’ club

Lending Club 
banners outside 
the New York 
Stock Exchange
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A SCANDAL INVOLVING AN ONLINE LENDER 
JEOPARDIZES AN IMPORTANT NEW INDUSTRY 
by David Skeel





AN ARCHAEOLOGY OF THE FALL
Addressses the question: Why 

civilization? An instructor’s guide 

structures the course and poses 

questions to stimulate discussion.

HOW TO DEFINE THE WORD “RELIGION”
Uses the category-based nested 

form to build models of the term’s 

meaning, presence, and message. 

Primers add to course.

PREPARE YOUR LOVED ONES FOR COLLEGE
WITH TOOLS FROM THE UPCOMING

AGE OF SEMIOTICS.

R  A Z  I  E     M  A H

RazieMahAd.indd   1 2/1/16   4:48 PM

Cuba’s doors have finally opened… 
and you’re invited! 

Discover a place unlike anywhere you’ve ever seen or 
served! Immerse yourself in the vibrant history and 
culture of Cuba—a country seemingly preserved in 
time. You’ll discover the charm of Havana, a colorful  
city brimming with music, vintage cars, and architecture.

With Lifetree Adventures, you’ll also explore rural 
communities along the coasts of beautiful beaches, and 
experience firsthand how God is active in the lives and 
hearts of the Cuban people as you connect with local 
pastors in Cuba’s thriving house church movement. 

Join us in 2016 for the authentic  
Cuban adventure of a lifetime! 

Trips are filling fast—call today to  
learn more or reserve your spot.

877.784.9940
Or visit lifetreeadventures.com.

CUBA

Part Vacation. Part service project.

100% Life-changing 

adVenture



 ‘Children’s Books of the Year’
 MAY 14  I absolutely agree with your top 
choice! Circus Mirandus is fantastic 
and renewed my hope that great 
 children’s books are still being written. 
And thank you for your other recom
mendations; I always eagerly await 
your list of wonderful finds.

—LESLIE RAYNER on Facebook

 ‘Target on target’
 MAY 14  I understand that the list of 
offending corporations is way too long 
to boycott them all, and I am sensitive 
to hurting hometown folks working 
for a living at Target. But allowing men 
into the ladies’ room is too close to 
home and family. I am avoiding Target.

—NEIL SLATTERY / Fort Worth, Texas

I’ve been turned off by the vengeful, 
prideful attitude taken by some who 
tout boycotts. But I’m more repelled by 
the idea of enriching businesses that 
are trying to undermine or even destroy 
my freedom to practice my faith.

—RICH ASPER on wng.org

I’m not the boycotting sort, but I signed 
the pledge to boycott Target, closed my 
PayPal account, and punted the NFL off 
my entertainment list. We get that com
panies market to many worldviews, but 
we ask that they include Christianity 
and don’t explicitly snub us.

—MARK PEERBOLTE on wng.org

We may not like the world, but this is 
the time, place, and culture to which 

the Lord has sent us to spread the 
 gospel. I’ll keep some tracts handy in 
my purse if I ever run into a trans
gender person in the ladies’ restroom. 
I might be the only person to offer him 
love as Jesus would.

—CHRISTINA WILSON on wng.org

 ‘Beyond the walls’
 MAY 14  Thank you for the reminder that 
we are fighting a spiritual battle in this 
rush to redefine sexuality. I worked 
and prayed for two years to defeat the 
Houston Equal Rights Ordinance only 
to watch the cancer metastasize across 
the nation. With 12 grandchildren to 
protect I soldier on.

—BEVERLY NASRALLAH / Houston, Texas

No doubt many in the days of 
Nehemiah and Ezra feared for their 
future and their nation. It is easy for 
us to do the same, forgetting that the 
God of history, not voters, is in 
control.

—ERIC HARRIS on wng.org

 ‘The next “dignity” to be 
affirmed’
 MAY 14  Now that homosexual marriage 
and “gender identity” have been 
forced on us by the courts and Justice 
Department, polygamy, incest, and 
pederasty (and by extension, pedo
philia and statutory rape) are the 
remaining dominoes to fall. After that, 
perhaps we can expect a heavy dose of 
fire and brimstone.

—RONALD MELE / Pinson, Ala.

 ‘Children of the state’
 MAY 14  Atheist Daniel Dennett thinks 
that “willfully misinforming a child” is 
“as evil as sexual abuse.” He believes 
evil exists in a godless cosmos? That’s 
curious. It is not that Dennett 
opposes indoctrination; like any other 
intellectual tyrant, he has his own 
 misinformation to impose on others’ 
children.

—SAM RICHARDS / East Winthrop, Maine

 ‘Mother’s Day mourning’
 MAY 14  I am in a puddle from Mindy 
Belz’s beautiful column. I lost my 
94yearold mom 11 months ago. I 
don’t know how to get through 
Mother’s Day, but this column filled 
me with the sweetness of my own 
mom’s words.

—MARY EKSTROM / Vermillion, S.D.

 ‘Morality games’
 MAY 14  Are followers of Jesus so desper
ate for stories that they immerse 
themselves in depravity to experience 
a shadowed glimpse of righteousness 
and redemption? God works those out 
through His people in inspiring stories 
(some in WORLD) that can be read or 
watched without polluting our minds.

—BOB BRUECHERT on wng.org

 ‘Jungle feast’
 APRIL 30  After reading your Jungle Book 
review, I took my 6 and 7yearold 
granddaughters and their parents to 
see the movie. The adults loved it, but 
the two girls spent most of their time 

 ‘The cowboy
 in autumn’
 MAY 14  Thanks for the update. I used to listen to John R. Erickson’s 
delightful stories of Hank, Drover, and the coyotes and buzzards on 
cassette tapes while commuting. Your article encourages me to get 
the stories for my grandchildren.

—GREG BROWNING on wng.org
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huddled in fear in their seats. I suspect 
other young children will find the 
action too realistic and the animals too 
menacing.
—CONSTANCE RICE / South Charleston, Ohio

 ‘Identity crisis’
 APRIL 30  We live and work on a remote 
First Nations reserve and have cared 
for many foster children. Parents can 
lose their kids any number of times, 
but the children are sent back anyway, 
and it destroys them. Apparently it is 
more important for a child to be 

returned to alcoholic parents than to 
be loved and cared for by a nonnative 
family.

—ARTHUR LYNDAKER / Poplar Hill  
First Nation, Ontario

Corrections
Covenant Reformed School in 
Chengdu, China, has 17 thirdgrade 
students (“House church on a hill,” 
April 30, 2016).

The United States blocked a sale to 
Nigeria by Israel of U.S.made aircraft 
in 2014 under Secretary of State John 

Kerry, using the rationale adopted 
under the Clinton State Department to 
block a previous sale (“Troubling ties,” 
June 11, 2016.)

V O I C E S     Mailbag

LETTERS and COMMENTS
Email: mailbag@wng.org
Mail: WORLD Mailbag, PO Box 20002, 
    Asheville, NC 28802-9998
Website: wng.org
Facebook: facebook.com/WORLD.magazine
Twitter: @WORLD_mag
Please include full name and address. Letters 
may be edited to yield brevity and clarity.

THE WORLD MARKET HOMESCHOOL 
CURRICULUM
B My Father’s World: Your 
 Complete Homeschool Solution 
Preschool through High 
School—www.MFWbooks.com/
wng (573) 202-2016.

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
B At Home, Solid Income! Solid 
 Ethics! Help Ministries. www. 
goodlifeathome.com. Marybeth 
(800) 867-1560.
B Home & Business in small 
mid-west town. Super 2nd biz. 
Excellent for semi-retired. Low 
investment, low taxes, etc. 
$150,000; (800) 419-2321.

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES
B SACRED INK Impact Culture 
for Christ! Join Today!  
www.sacredink.us.

RETIREMENT
B Retire the Ordinary.  Live the 
Extraordinary! Quarryville Pres-
byterian Retirement Community 
has been serving, equipping and 
enriching the lives of our resi-
dents for nearly seven decades. 
Quarryville provides the founda-
tion for you to bless others 
through volunteering, mentoring 
and connecting with others. We 
call this Extraordinary Living. 
Visit Quarryville.com or call 
(888) 786-7331.  
B GO YE VILLAGE–a Christian 
Senior Living Community 
 nestled in the foothills of the 
Ozarks in  Tahlequah, OK, offers 
Independent Living, Assisted 
 Living and Long-term Care in 
our beautiful 88-acre neighbor-
hood. CALL TODAY (888)  
456-2853 or visit our website 
www.goyevillage.org for more 
information.

Classifieds are priced at $23 per line with an average of 33 characters per line and a 
 minimum of two lines. Bold text and uppercase available for $5 per line; special fonts 
and highlighting available for an additional charge. You will receive a 10 percent 
 discount with a  frequency of four or more. All ads are  subject to the approval of 
WORLD. Advertising in WORLD does not  necessarily imply the endorsement of the 
 publisher. Prepayment and written  confirmation will be required of all  advertisers.

CONTACT: Advertising, WORLD, PO Box 20002,  Asheville, NC 28802;  
phone: 800.951.4974; fax: 828.253.1556; email: advertising@wng.org

EMPLOYMENT
B Amnion Crisis Pregnancy 
Center in Burnsville, MN, seeks 
an Executive Director ministry 
leader. Job information:  
www.AmnionCPC.org/Friends.

CHURCH EMPLOYMENT
B Covenant Church (OPC) in 
 Reading, PA, is seeking a pastor 
with strong preaching, leading, 
and  organizational skills. For 
more  information, please visit 
www. covenantberks.org/
pastoralsearch.

SCHOOL EMPLOYMENT
B United Christian Academy, 
 Newport, VT, seeks Head of 
School. www.ucaeducation.org/
hossearch.

HOMESCHOOL ONLINE 
CLASSES
B Christ-centered live  
homeschool online classes  
4th-12th grade. All the core  
subjects and lots of great  
electives taught by our faculty of 
over 100 teachers.  
www.LandryAcademy.com.

SUMMER CAMPS
B 27 Christ-Centered Summer 
Camps: Pre-Vet, Biology, Mock 
Trial, Tolkien, Blacksmithing, 
Christian Music Jam,  
Chemistry, CSI, Welding, Film 
Making, and more.  
www.LandryAcademy.com.

WRITING CAMPS
B Gifted teen writers sought  
for enrollment in Christian 
 university summer writing  
camp, 14th annual CJI;  
www.cornerstone.edu/
cornerstone-journalism-institute.

 
 
 

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT 
 

WHAT IS THE MAIN DISEASE  
AFFECTING OUR CULTURE? 

 
(YOU CANNOT CURE A DISEASE IF YOU CANNOT IDENTIFY IT) 

 
            
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE DISEASE IS PANTHEISM: 
 

Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools….They  
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served  

the creation rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever 
 (Romans 1:22 and 25, New English Translation) 

 
WHEN THEY SAY 

Religion has no place in science or politics 
 

WHAT THEY MEAN 
Christianity has no place in science or politics 

Only their religion (pantheism) 
should be in science or politics 

 
For more details, visit www.religioninscience.org 

IS IT SECULARISM?  
DARWINISM? 
 HUMANISM? 

 MATERIALISM? 
NATURALISM? 

SCIENTISM? 
 

NO, THOSE ARE JUST  
   THE SYMPTOMS! 

	  



Books with eternal significance...

A Ladies’ 
Bible Study  
of Ephesians

       In  
Heavenly 
   Places

With the Master

susan J. heck

JEFF MILLER

502 Third Street NW
Bemidji, Minnesota 56601

A Biblical Response to Forgiveness

forgiven
People
forgive

Some have said that forgiveness is the most difficult 
commandment we are given as Christians.  And why is 
that?  Perhaps it is because it strikes at the core of our 
pride that says we deserve better than we are getting.  Or, 
does it seem that if we forgive, we are letting that person 
“win” in a situation that hurt us in some way.  

In this short booklet, Pastor Jeff Miller shows us where 
the rubber meets the road; at the heart of why we want 
to forgive others. Forgiveness is hard, but it must be  
the very essence of who we are, and we are called to do 
hard things. 

Jeff Miller serves as pastor 
of Harvest Bible Chapel 
Pittsburgh North.  He is the 
author of What’s Wrong with 
Living Together? and Forever 
and Always: No Matter What,  
a story of marriage, autism, 
and God’s glory.

Ephesians 2:6 promises 
that Christians will sit 
together in heavenly places 
in Christ Jesus. Paul wants 
God’s children to know that 
if we could see ourselves 
as we are in Christ in the 
heavenly places, it would 
“revolutionize our lives and 
change our whole outlook.”
(D.M. Lloyd-Jones)
ISBN: 978-1-936141-33-3 
Retail: $15.95

In this short booklet, 
Pastor Jeff Miller shows 
us where the rubber meets 
the road; at the very heart 
of why we want to forgive 
others. Forgiveness is hard, 
but it must be the very 
essence of who we are,  
and we are called to do 
hard things.
ISBN: 978-1-936141-29-6
Retail: $5.00

New Titles-

1.800.913.6287
www.focuspublishing.com
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AfricAn fAmily SAfAri & creAtion tour
with Buddy Davis & Mike Riddle  |  June 13-22, 2017 - South Africa

Join Buddy Davis of Answers in Genesis and Mike Riddle, of Creation 
Training Initiative on a safari with an educational creation-based 
focus.  This family trip takes place in a safari lodge,  great for multi-
generations. The tour starts at $3,699 for children and $3,999 for 
adults, including airfare.

•  Unique game drives with trackers 
•  Creation based teaching (back to 

Genesis) 
•  Lalapala – Injured rhino sanctuary 
•  Special “Lion’s walk” where you 

walk with lions 

PassagesL i v i n g Visit us at www.livingpassages.com/africa 
email us at info@livingpassages.com
or call us 888.771.8717

• Astronomy and Biblical 
heavens teachings

•  Age appropriate teachings 
•  Special farm and ministry day 
•  Safari, golf, and spa, too!
•  Waterberg Biosphere Reserve
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It’s June, the month of brides. We have 
permission to fuss over our lace and 

 crinoline, for when we do so our minds are 
aligned with God’s own. He also cares about the 
wedding gown. He also oohs and ahhs with us.

“Then I heard what seemed to be the voice 
of a great multitude, like the roar of many 
waters and like the sound of many peals of 
thunder, crying out, ‘Hallelujah! For the Lord 
our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of 
the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made 
herself ready; it was granted her to clothe 
 herself with fine linen, bright and pure’—for the 
fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints” 
(Revelation 19:6-9).

No one who is not properly robed will be 
present on that day, nor any who did not bother 
to clothe themselves with fine linen. For it will 
be revealed—some to great delight, and others 
to great horror—that the gown is composed of 
the righteous deeds of those saved by faith, one 
stitch and fold and appliqué at a time, all 
wrought by blood-bought saints who found by 
trusting Christ ability to be fruitful in good 
works. 

The smallest deed done for Christ will be 
celebrated with astonishment that it had 
caused much larger concentric ripples in the 
universe than it had seemed on earth. 

I expect there will be testimonies, life 
 stories of righteous deeds in review, a retro-
spective, with much happy laughter. Some will 
be glad they “behaved in the world with sim-
plicity and godly sincerity” (2 Corinthians 1:12). 
One will remember how he had prayed, under 
much pressure, “My heart is steadfast, O God, 
my heart is steadfast!” (Psalm 57:7)—and it was 
true. A third had merely whispered on his 
deathbed, “I will bless you as long as I live” 
(Psalm 63:4)—and in fact he did just that. 
Another had promised God, “I will perform my 

vows to you, that which my lips uttered and my 
mouth promised when I was in trouble” (Psalm 
66:13-14), and he had kept his promise.

Dorcas will be there, blushing, but 
delighted, to see the far surpassing glory of the 
raiment of that feast to her own modest coats 
with which she clothed the saints of Joppa.

David will be there, of course, who gave 
glory to God in military victory, while not 
 denying his own righteous conduct: “The Lord 
dealt with me according to my righteousness; 
according to the cleanness of my hands he 
rewarded me. For I have kept the ways of the 

Lord and have not wickedly 
departed from my God. For 
all his rules were before me, 
and from his statutes I did 
not turn aside. I was blame-
less before him, and kept 
myself from guilt. And the 
Lord has rewarded me 
according to my righteous-
ness, according to my clean-
ness in his sight” (2 Samuel 
22:21-25).

Those whose battles had 
never been on a field of 
green will be present and 
not be least among the 
 company. For they had 

fought their own demons, in private and unher-
alded by men. By the blood of the Lamb they 
had vanquished temptations, finding the 
 promised way of escape. They had taken bad 
thoughts captive and demolished arguments. 
They had cleansed themselves (2 Corinthians 
7:1); they had put the flesh to death (Romans 
8:13); they had denied themselves and taken up 
their crosses (Luke 9:23); they had risked their 
necks (Romans 16:4); they had run so as to 
obtain (1 Corinthians 9:24); they had loved as 
they would be loved (Matthew 7:12); they had 
mastered their own wills (1 Corinthians 7:37). 
All by the resurrection power that indwelled 
them.

From the embers of lusts and selfishness 
slain for Christ, and by Christ, each robed 
 invitee had wrought something like what Mr. 
Lewis described: “What stood before me was 
the greatest stallion I had ever seen, silvery 
white but with mane and tail of gold. It was 
smooth and shining, rippled with swells of flesh 
and muscle, whinnying and stamping with its 
hoofs” (The Great Divorce).

And every saint together, robed in white, 
gave glory to the Lamb. A

Bridal gown
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ADMIRING THE FINE LINEN OF THE SAINTS’ 
RIGHTEOUS DEEDS

I expect  
there will be 
testimonies, 
life stories  
of righteous 
deeds in 
review, a  
retrospec-
tive, with 
much happy 
laughter.
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Third in an occasional series of short short fiction

R
University of Texas paleontology profes-
sor Sam Fister and his wife Sandra both 

hit 60 with nary a discouraging word. Solid 
marriage, productive careers, buoyant 401Ks, 
excellent health, envied house on Cat 
Mountain all paid for, a grown son gainfully 
employed.

Sam taught his students that the material 
world is all there is. He tolerated students 
who were theistic evolutionists, faithful to 
Darwin but saying God had started the 
 process rolling. Once every five years a 
 creationist student came along, but a little 
mockery went a long way.

Over the years Sam started to worry about 
the continued lack of evidence showing species-
to-species transition. But he had written his 
dissertation under the supervision of Harvard 
professor Stephen J. Gould, whose theory of 
“punctuated equilibrium” had everything 
 staying the same for a long time until some 
 geological event led to rapid change, so maybe 
the gaps weren’t surprising.

Once, at a funeral service for a professor 
emeritus, some pastor spoke of how questions 
of meaning bothered more people as they grew 
older. Sam and Sandra looked at each other and 
smiled: Not us. Once they went to a neighbor’s 
wedding where a rabbi noted how earthquakes 
can suddenly shake our lives. That prodded 
Sam to contemplate a mathematical equation.

Their stockbroker son, Sam Jr., called 
weekly and visited monthly. The calls were 
short because the messages were always sweet: 
“Everything’s fine.” Sandra always ended by 
saying, “We’re glad you’re happy. We’ll talk 
again next week.”

But one spring Junior ran afoul of insider 
trading regulations. Sandra told him not to 

worry: “This will blow over and you’ll be back 
on track.” But it didn’t and he wasn’t. He ended 
up with prison time on a plea bargain, and Sam 
wrote him not to despair: “When you come out 
everything will return to normal.” But Junior 
did despair, and when he came out in September, 
he seemed … changed.

Nice and easy, Sam cautioned himself as he 
listened to the new Junior tell him about God 
saving sinners. Keep it calm, even keel, like 
always. “I hear what you’re saying: You do 
something for God, He’ll do something for you.” 
Sam felt he knew about trades like that. He was 
careful about his health, with cottage cheese 
rather than hamburgers his normal lunchtime 
companion. He checked his Fitbit to make sure 

he took 10,000 steps per day.
The headaches Sam started getting 

 surprised him. His annual checkups had 
always been happy affairs, but this time his 
doctor ordered more tests and found a 
tumor. A quickly scheduled operation got it 
all, the surgeon said, and Sam felt his life 
returning to equilibrium. When he told 
Junior that everything was now fine, the 
kid’s vehement questioning surprised him: 
“Why waste your tumor? What does God 
need to do to get your attention?”

When Junior started talking about Jesus, 
Sam lost it: “What happened to you in 

prison? Once every few years a student talks 
nonsense like that to me, but I expect better 
from you! Did your brains fall out?”

One December evening Sam and Sandra 
headed to Fleming’s Prime Steakhouse at The 
Domain. After ordering, Sam went to the rest-
room, but when he came out his legs suddenly 
crumpled. Ten seconds later he woke up on the 
floor, with a woman looking down at him and 
asking, “Are you OK?” He stood up, said, “I’m 
fine,” and ambled back to the table. He said 
nothing to Sandra.

After dessert they wandered through the 
mall. A flash mob from some evangelical church 
was singing Leonard Cohen’s “Hallelujah,” but 
with different words: “You don’t delight in 
 sacrifice. You don’t excuse our secret vice. You 
want from us a broken spirit, do Ya? Create in 
me a new, clean heart. Give me now a strong, 
fresh start. So every breath I draw is Hallelujah.”

Suddenly Sam crumpled again. This time 
Sandra caught him. She called 911 and soon an 
ambulance sped them to the hospital. Sam kept 
muttering a word. She thought he was saying, 
“How did that happen?” But as she leaned over 
him, she heard, more distinctly, “Hallelujah.” A

 ‘Why waste 
your tumor? 
What does 
God need to 
do to get your 
attention?’

V O I C E S     Marvin Olasky
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Is Your
sons’s FaIth 

strong Enough
to stand?

Register now • 800.241.1123 • www.worldview.org

After your son leaves home there may be times
when it seems like the world is taking aim at his faith.
Politics and policies, tolerance and terrorism. 
How can you help his faith be unshakable? 

At Worldview Academy we’ll help you make sure he has the foundation 
and the confidence to understand what the world may throw at him. 
He’ll know without a doubt where his strength comes from.
Stand Strong.

Worldview Academy: Camps 
where students become bold 
leaders in truth and grace.
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Punctuated 
equilibrium
SOMETIMES CHANGE COMES FAST
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For more than twenty years, Samaritan Ministries’ members have 
been sharing one another’s medical needs, without using health 
insurance, through a Biblical model of community among believers. 
Samaritan members share directly with each other and do not share 
in abortions and other unbiblical practices. 

Come see what our members are saying and start your own 
Samaritan story today at: mysamaritanstory.org

Biblical community
applied to health care

• More than 61,000 families 
(over 202,000  individuals)*

• Sharing over $18 million* in 
medical needs each month

• The monthly share has never 
exceeded $405 for a family 
of any size*

samaritanministries.org   888.268.4377
  facebook.com/samaritanministries

  twitter.com/samaritanmin

* As of May 2016

Brett & Christina’s story:  Members for one year  
Pre-existing condition   Maternity Need

Go to: mysamaritanstory.org

Brett & Christina
“We are connecting with people who we don’t know, but 
the only bond that we share is Christ—living out New 

Testament Christianity that we see in the Book of Acts.”




